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THL MEDICAL ASPICTS OF THX USY OF ASXESTOS
TOS _PRooy vi o

4 Bssoraodun with the &dove title was prepared i early
Bovember 1566 reporting the @iscussions Beld at Maskell
LAdSratOry on Outoder 29,

Certala ¢f the proposals made at that meeting are deing
T earried ous ¥y the Engioeering Departasnt, WS 44 genersl the
Bedical reccmmendatiocns have not dees impleseated.

A survey of plant physicians By letter suggests thas at
least wo 40 00t hAVe AN epidenie OF respiratory disease among
tHose With AN ODVYIiOoUus SXDOsSIre tO asbestos, dut I regard thls
88 . oaly usef\l prelialaary iaformation - nos the end of the
investigation, There are four reasons wy the proposdls made
in the mesorandus sbould de implesented,

1. T™e data éaveloped t6 date 18 suggestive dut aocs
: ecnslusive, and beth froma the humanitarian and
degal points ¢f view the datd Bust de soavineing
2ot oaly to eurselves But L1f 2scessary ts a -
sourt of lav, Ve Bust de adle 1o demcnstrats
shat et oaly ¢o we oot have & Beallth prodiem due
$0 4abestos, Mt that tha fesearch BetROds used
‘9ere Suah Shat & prodlem would Bave deen unsovered
42 1% existed. .

'8+ The loag "insubatiea pericd”’ that may exist betwsen
asdestos axposure And the developmeat of eaness
s that we foeus our attention oa tis
OIDOSUES Qeeurring %0 emplojyees in the peried
. 19221952, AS that period the aumber 6f employees
ws ssaller (1930 000 employees; 1540, 53,000
employees; 1950, 60.&0 employees) and the poteatial
exposure may have deen muel less,
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