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OSHA Vinyl
Chloride
Proposal it

Ry DAN SRARTVEDT
Junrnal of Cotnmeree Staft
WASHINGTON = Pruposcd

Tovernment Limits on worker
exposure to vinyl chlcrude are
rot technologically feamble
and could cause the loss of
more than two m:ition jchs.
plastics industry spokesman
warned yesterlay as seweral
days of Labor Department
hearvings on the stundards be-
gan.

‘he Oceupational Safety and
Health Administiation
(OSHA) has piepr-vd that ale
lavahle empiove exposure Lo
vinyl chloride be recuced to
»no detectable level” An
emergency temporary stan-
dard {8 now 0 efieet Hmiting
it to 30 parts poy millom parta
of air to which wovkels are
ex;wsed.

This standord, jssued in
April, represented a ecnsid
erabie reducuon [1cm ihe 500
PPM  pudeline waich had
heen  in eliecl previousty.
O4FHA came cut with 1t 1ollmv.
ing reports 6f scveral wovkers
expased 10 vinyl chicride hasv-
inz died from hiver career.

‘The even wouzhier 'no tetecs
table level” stencard wa: pro-
posed in May svon afler jubo-
ratory studies with mce -
d.cated that tue 3 PN con-
centration had  vesulted n
some of the 1eaema wevels
oping livet cancer,

Vinyd  vitiourdy is widely
usva iR the aanuaetdne of
Piastiea, nd ot naustry is
gieatly conceaned ihat e rig-
orous rew zuadehne, il
awopted,  Cud Giippie i
Amunyr the o paeed by
b G S LA LTR B A O K R P
tives sesterdan wan sty of
the economic Lirn et the pro
posed stand.ud contd have.

The report, piviticd oy Ars
hur D Lattie, Inu, e the
Kooty of Lo Dhartos tie
g oy, golc bt sl tan e
P e &0 daan of all pels
oyl ehlofiie tosin planis 0
the U, 8. condd resuli, with
the does of 17 19 22 nubhen
o b winan el pelabed
I P ol an Aptal fetes

dtte by b b ingt up o 34
buion,

The afrlv also SUmMs et
T AR ECtOn ATl 1WI0F Ve
huecle s 3 woults i it
larly harg-it, pruauze of ther
LI GeTee Of Culmfuenly
en PVC ro-iast Piocuvtion
Iitenovks wuiel e Ovcur
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(Continyed from Paze 3
sulated wire and cup.g, Lie 1€
port Asserts.

Industry speiic-men ursed
that altern.tive siancards be
adonted instead. ahich they
said would”be more realistic
and give factories anyple time
to comply. They sugzesied
that & ceil:ng of 40 PPM he
set, effective Oct. 5, with &
maximem  allowabie daly
time-weizhicd average of 23
PPM. On Oct. 5 of next yeJr,
the ceiling would became I35
PPM, wiih no time-weignted
averaze. On O.L 5, 1004 &
maximum tinte-weighted av-
eraze of 10 PPM would gorio
eficct, with he ceiling re-
maining at 250N

The abore sl .nards would
apply o paininsl chlovive re-
sin plants, Soroenhal diifurent
standarts weie setgested o
vinyl vhloride moanpiet pro-
ducing planws. Tacre, the
dusiry sad, » cviling of 2l
PPM should v tnte efl-riin
October, with a 10 PPM ceti-
ing being sl in three
years. A nax.mumn time-
weizhted avere e of i PEFM
would apply ety and be
lowered 10 3 P i 1977,

Ag the hearn~s opened yes-
terday, O3HA v.onal Daniel
P. Foyd emphasced that all
of the testirrony beinz heard
this week w.ll be taken into
consdueraton b fore a fial
stapdzid 15 Lac00dl, GRd that
the contraver~idl M aposed
stapdard o w ol now, fust
that=—ague oo
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Other Teatimony

Orher testumery yesierday
ipcluded acounts o ex-
perimenis on laboratory mice
who w-e expres 1o vinyl
culoriae boin .o tha country
and :n Haly. A telepam was
read from Professor Cesare
Alaltok:, wao teperted that out
ol 60 fice 1n Bo, 3 exposed
to 50 PI*M for seven months,
cencer had been detected in 13
icswances.

A total of 9 individuals or
orzanizatons have asked 10
testify at the hearings, wineh
are slated to run at least
through Saturcay. Yesterday's
opening se:3in Was expected
to extend wail into the eve
n.ng.

Mcanwhile, in a velated de-
velopment on Capitel Hill, a
gpokesman  for  the u. 8.
Chamber of Commerce toid a
tlouse subvomnutioe hearing
t:at OSHA shouid be required
to submit a "cost impact”
statement wilih each new safe-
v or health sandard it pro-

s. **The cosl of complyinZ
with OSHA ra.ses the cost of
Jomng busincys,” Richard B.
Perman tcsiiflied, in urging
that "the imposition of Rew
cornpliance costs Without a re-
suliant benehit justifying that
cost” be avoijed whenever
possible, .

Mr, Berman, the U.8. cham-
Ler's director of labor law,
said a basic change was
needed in OsHA to put greaicl
salwitary  ocome-
pliance hy- business and in-
custry tatner tah on punitive
action.
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