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Dear Dr. Kehoe, . , v < ; . t.\ . - - ^

I  have just returned from, a tr ip  to India and the Ear East 
inspecting the various mixing plants, the reports on which I am enclosing 
herewith. Summarising these plants, I  found that the ones operated by the 
Asiatic (Shell) are very satisfactory . The plants are w ell bu ilt according 
to our specifica tions, and the medical supervision is conscientiously carried 
out. ■ : - ; ' 'V ■ ■ ' * - ■ ■ . \  ' ■

The Standard-Vacuum have, at the present time, only three 
plants in the Ear East. The one at Palembang, which has been in operation 
for some two years, i s  en tire ly  satisfactory , but one cannot say the same 
for their plant at Shanghai, which was bu ilt according to  plans sent out from 
their  Company in New York, and i s  too small fo r  their present output. Rot 
only th is , but their medical supervision has been undertaken, and I  understand 
paid for, by their own Company, which simply means that the operatives v is i t 
the doctor every three months instead of the doctor going down to the in s ta l ls - 
tion and inspecting the gas masks and plant at the same time as the individuals# f

. ' • ‘ • . • c
— ■ ; . I

• The Texas Company have but one plant, namely in  Shanghai, which l
again has been bu ilt according to plans sent out from New York, which I cannot : '
help fee lin g  were en tire ly  inadequate. The only ru les and-regulations received 
in Shanghai cover bulk blending, in consequence o f which there i s  no adequate 
description o f the correct method of blending with drums. Eull drums were - ,
stored in the changing room and empty drums outside the blending plant. The .;
washing f a c i l i t ie s  were en tire ly  inadequate, there bein^ no hot water although -i;
the thermometer drops below freezing in  the winter. The cloth ing and equipment /"
i s  v ir tua lly  non-existent, and the actual eductor system i s  not equipped with |
the necessary gauges, and there i s  no medical supervision covering th is plant. *

I t  seems to me that a situation such as th is  i s  not in  our best • 
in terests and should never have occurred. As you know, i t  i s  not always e a sy ,: 
when once a company has started operating a blending plant, to  get the necessary - 
alterations sa t is fac to r i ly  arranged. I t  would be very much simpler i f  no Eluid 
were shipped to a plant u n t i l we made quite certain that the blending f a c i l i t i e s ,  ’ “ 
were correctly  erected and the regulations understood.  ̂ "
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b/hen in  Shanghai I  a rran g ed  fo r  D r. T . B. Dunn to  c a r r y  ou t 
r o u t in e  in s p e c t io n  o f  a l l  th e  p la n ts  in  Shanghai a s w e ll as th e  p e rso n n e l 
every  th r e e  m onths, and f o r  h is  rem u n e ra tio n  to  be p a id  him by th e  S tan d a rd -  
Yaeuum in  S hanghai, who in  tu r n  w i l l  d e b i t  t h e i r  New York o f f i c e .  I  gave 
D r. Dunn th e  n e c e ssa ry  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  t h i s  in s p e c t io n  and a s u f f i c ie n c y  o f 
in s p e c t io n  r e p o r t s .  He w i l l  commence t h i s  r o u t in e  in s p e c t io n  from  th e  1 s t  
Ja n u a ry , 1937.

I t  i s  p o s s ib le  th a t  th e  Standard-V acuum  w i l l  e r e c t  a p la n t  in  
Hankow and the  Texas in  C anton. In  th e  c ase  o f  the  fo rm er I  have asked  th e  
Standard-Vacuum  to  a r ra n g e  f o r  s a t i s f a c to r y  m ed ica l in s p e c t io n  and to  d e b i t  
us th rough  t h e i r  New York o f f i c e ,  a s  o u t l in e d  above. In  th e  l a t t e r  c a s e , we a re  
a l re a d y  r e ta in in g  the s e r v ic e s  o f  a d o c to r  to  co v e r th e  S h e l l  p la n t ,  who cou ld  
a lso  cover th e  Texas p la n t  i f  t h i s  were e re c te d .

He would much a p p re c ia te d  i t  i f  you cou ld  ta k e  t h i s  po in t  up 
w ith  b o th  th e  Texas and th e  Standard-V acuum  in  New York and th u s  keep u s  f u l l y  
in form ed o f t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  so th a t  we can make the  n e c e ssa ry  arran g em en ts 
f o r  m ed ica l s u p e rv is io n .

I  n a tu r a l l y  d is c u s s e d  th e  q u e s tio n  p e r ta in in g  to  m oto r g a s o l in e  
w ith  th e  Standard-V acuum  in  th e  T a r E a s t ,  a lth o u g h  a t th e  moment th e y  a re  no t 
u s in g  le a d .  I  nas v e ry  s u rp r is e d  to  f in d  th a t  t h e i r  r e a c t io n  was u n fav o u rab le  
to  th e  in t ro d u c t io n  of le a d  owing to  the  supposed he a l th  h a z a rd s , b u t when 
c e r ta in  co rrespondence was shown me, c o p ie s  o f  which I  a l s o  e n c lo se , i t  was 
obv ious th a t  no o i l  company would w ish to  m arket a le a d  t r e a te d  m otor g a so lin e  
i f  th e  d an g ers su g g ested  in  t h i s  co rrespondence were a c tu a l l y  e x i s t e n t .

From th e  d a te s  o f  th e s e  l e t t e r s  you w i l l  n o t ic e  th at  th e  c o r r e s ­
pondence i s  n o t r e c e n t .  However, s in c e  th e re  h as  been no subsequen t r e f u t in g  
of th e s e  id e a s  th e  Standard-V acuum  a re  s t i l l  gu ided by th e n . Me would be much 
o b lig e d  i f  you would ta k e  t h i s  whole m a tte r  up w ith th e  Standard-V acuum , p a r ­
t i c u l a r l y  D r. S ch o en leb e r, and re q u e s t t h a t  t h e i r  peop le  in  th e  F a r E a s t ,  namely 
C hina, Hongkong, Malay P e n in s u la r  and th e  D utch E ast I n d ie s ,  be in fo rm ed o f  th e  
t ru e  s i tu a t io n  th a t ,  p ro v id in g  th e y  c a r ry  ou t our in s t r u c t io n s  fo r  b le n d in g  and 
such th in g s  a s  c le a n in g  s to ra g e  ta n k s , a le ad  t r e a te d  g a s o l in e  can be han d led  in  
e x a c t ly  th e  same way a s  one u n t r e a te d .  You can n a t ur a l l y  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f i n t e r e s t i n g  such m a rk e te rs  in  le a d  when th e se  e rro n eo u s  con­
c e p t io n s  a re  p re v a le n t .

Tiith b e s t  w ishes f o r  C h ris tm as and th e  New Y ear, and k in d e s t  
p e rso n a l re g a rd s , ,

FMST/BB

KE' 0007131


