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Saptemver 7, 190o

Ore. Rex H. Hilson

The 3.5 .Goodrich Conpany
SG0 Soutnh Hain Strest
Fxron, Ghio 44318

Dear Or. Wilson:

Received your letter of Augqust 24, asking me to further determine
i¥ there were any common factors that have peen removed from the
contacts ofF that can explain their
imgrovement, or, in the case of wnat misht
have been responsible for their cdeveloping as positive cases sube
sequent 10 our initial examinations.

I had given this matter a great deal of thought before sending you
my Iett r of August 3, and did not feel at that time that I had any
jnformation or oninions that were sijniFicantly diFferent firom those
that ve had previausiy considered in prior meetings and discussionse

I think that it is obvious Trom the records, that

have shown improvement because they ihave all been r*asszgnea
to JOOS which have removad them entirely from intimate contact with
any of ocur chemicals, and in the case : chemicals used in Geon
manufacture,

Specifically, from my interpretation of the records, I am stiil of
the opinion that removal from exposure to viayl acetate and/or trie
ch10r°tﬁy1ene has been responsibile Tor their improvement. As you
2call From previous meetings, the afeels of vinylidene chloride,
V11/] acetate and vinyl chloride werz discussed. Since viaryl caloride
has L2en used in Louisvilie since the plant sturted in 1942, and the
first case did not oxhibit sympiams until 1353, and that Tater case
were Tound in a relatively short pariod of time, and foiluwed oy
nunber of others, it does not seem likely that vinyl chlorids is tie
culorite It is true that it may have bzen possible to have had cases
eariier than this that'uvere not diagnosed, however, it does not s:zem
Tilkaly, In view of the Tact that saoveral of cur cases develoned withia
a two=-y2ar period and were characterized by such severe disability of
the fingers that the subjects were unable to button their shirts or -
tie their shoes.
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VYa also came to the conclusion that vinylidene chloride which was
an carly suspect could not have been responsible, because scime of
the cases had definitely not been in contact with this material.

In the case of vinyl acetats, al! of the subjects had been exposad
to this chemical. Its usage was started.in 1953, several years be-
fore the first casa exhibited symptoms and the number of cases were
dj sproportionately distributed in our Plant 2 operation, whers the
use of this material was large and increasinge

There ware a counle of errors in the raw material data whieh I had
sent you previously, and the corrections are as follows. Viny!l
acstate and trichloroethylene were used in Building 111, in Plant 1,
during the years 1958 through 1964, and these materials were used in
Building 121 in Plant 1, during the years 1961 and 1562, in addition
to the years 1963 and 1964, which I had previously indicated. This,
1 think, would Further confirm the fact that these materials shouid
be censidered prima suspects inthese hand cases,

In the cases of Ore. Creech tells me that
since all of the X-rays have been sent to you oand he did not see

the last X-rays, he prasently has not made a positive diagnosis In
the case of ~ He stated tha did not exhibit
any lesions in the bone structure of his fingers, but exhibitad only
blanching symptons when exposed to low temperatures.

as you recall, had insisted when he was asked if he would par-
ticipata in the €incimmati hospital cxamination, that his trouble was
arthritis and that he had trouble for ysars with his Tingers, wrists,
elbows, shoulders, knees and anklas. In the case of . we all
agree that he is a bona-fide case, however, he was not hired until

- 8/9/32 and did not cxhibit symptoms until. 3/3/3h, T balisve ha vas . | ___... .

not diagnosed on the first Xeray simply because his exposurs had no%
been sufficiently ionge

A1l of these latter three are doing wrk which is not prasently bringing
them into contact with vinyl acetate or trichlorcthylers, It twould La
interesting to note if the previous Xerays vhich you have znd the N-ravs
vr2 are now taking will show any improvament in the case of llokes. I
tihaink thot there is justification for 3 more intansive invastijation into
the effect of vinyl acetate and trichloroethylena in connection with cur
hand casess Vinyl acetate usage vas started in 1953 and is continuing.
Trichloroethylone usaje was started in 1955 and is continuing to De used

Plant 2 oneration. Ve have not used trichloroethylene in Plant 1 since
1964, Both of these materials are used at Niagara Falls and Aven Loka,

Yours very truly,

cc: A, Vittone L. Go Crunkleton
\ts Baughman lant Manager

He ticHath
_ BFG67732
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