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March %  19 3 7

D r. F re d e r ic k  L.  Hoffman  
Cancer Research  la b o r a to r y 
133 Soh th  36 th  S t r e e t 
P h i la d e lp h ia ,  Pa.

Dear Do cto r Hoffman*

At  the  re q u e s t o f  Dr. B r i s t o l 
and Dr. McConnell I  h ave  co n s e n te d , somewhat r e lu c ta n t l y ,  
to  a c t  as  Chairman o f th e  Co s s aitte e  on le a d  Po is o nin g '
o f th e  Am erican P u b lic  H e a lth  As s o c ia t io n  fo r  the  cu rre n t  
ye a r .  My re lu c ta n c e  was o ccas io n e d  n o t so  much by my un­
w i l l i n g n e s s  to  work as  by a c e r ta in  doubt as  to  what  
sho u ld be  acco m plis h e d  by such  a  Com m ittee . I  need n o t 
s t r e s s  th e  p o in t  t h a t  I  have  been ve ry  much in te r e ste d  
in  the s u b je c t  o f le a d  p o is o n in g from bo th  a c l i n i ca l  and 
an e xpe rim e n ta l p o in t  o f v ie w ,  bu t i t  i s  my f e e l i n g th a t  
what i s  needed in  th e  f i e l d  i s  more e xp e r im e n ta l work  
a lo n g c e r ta i n  l i n e s .  My own In te r e s ts  prompt me to  c a r r y  
on e xp e r im e n ta l work in  th o s e  phases o f  the  m a tte r  which  
seem to  me to  b© o f  th e  m os t p r a c t i c a l  im po rtan ce . However, 
a s id e  from c e r ta in  m atte rs  which m igh t be re gard e d  as con­
t r o v e r s i a l  an d , th e r e fo r e ,  s c a r c e ly  am enable to  Committee 
a c t io n ,  i t  seems to  me th a t  cu r re n t know ledge  Is  c on s id e ra b ly 
ahead o f  cu rre n t p ra c t ic e #  I t  may w e l l  be th a t  th e  p re s e n t 
Comm t t e e  would n o t re gard  th e  re p o r t  o f  seme ye a rs ago  as 
the  l a s t  word on th i s  bu b ;fe ct.  X c o n fe s s  th a t th e re  a re 
c e r ta in  phases o f t h e  re p o r t  th a t  are  n o t a l to g e th er  s a t i s ­
fa c to r y * Be th i s  as  i t  may, I  am ve ry much more im pressed 
by the  va lu e  o f pu b lis h e d  e xpe r im e n ta l work than I  am by 
th e  p re p a ra t io n  o f  r e p o r t s ,  a lth o u gh  I  am e n t i r e l y  w i l l i n g  
to  spend some tim e  and tro u b le  in  Committee work i f th e re 
i s  an yth in g to  be acco m p lis h e d .

The purpose o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  13 to 
f i n d  o u t th e  re a c t io n  o f a l l  members o f the  Committee as 
to  what we may hope to  acco m p lis h ,  and a s  to  what ef f o r t s  
we m igh t m ost l o g i c a l l y  make du rin g th e  p re s e n t ye ar .  I  
sh o u ld  Ap p re c ia te  i t  ve ry  much i f  you would g iv e  some thought 
to  the  ¿la t te r  and I f  you would l e t  me have  your s ugge s t io n s 
a t  an e a r ly  d a te * I  am q u i te  s u re  we a re  a l l  co n vince d  th a t
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Dr* Fre d e r ick  L* Hoffïaan

the  in c id e n ce  o f le a d  p o is o n in g ,  i n  in d u s try  p a r t i cu la r l y ,  
i s  u n n e c e s s a r i ly  h igh * The p r a c t i c a l  qu e s tio n  which a r i s e s 
in  my m ind, th e r e fo r e ,  i s  what can  be done about i t b y  our 
Com m ittee and b y  the  American P u b l ic  H e a lth  As s o c iat io n *

S in c e r e ly  yo u rs ,

RAKsis Ro bert A. Ke h be ,M*D*
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