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Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corporation

642 National Bank Building

Toledo 1, Ohio

Dear Mr. Bureh:

recently on the bl.ological action of zlass fibers were based on expor.tngptt

tiated by the late Dr. Leroy U. Gardner. Basically these experimants fe].l
into two categories, namely, injection studies and inhalation studiosxg:s'
The injection studies were of an entirely artificial nature tr: the' he*"‘-f"_f' A
point of view of industrial medicine. They were conducted with a glass fiber ~°
product which we had artificially reduced to a dust state. I can foresee no
circumstances undsr which a commeralal glass fiber product would; under normal
industrial circumatances, bs introduced into the human body in the form of
this dust, Our interest in this produet was purely academic,

The inhalation phase of the research work was conducted on a produst fure
nished by Ovens Corning and, aceording to information furnished us, the glass b
ibers were reduced Lo particulate form for thne purposes of the experiment by
a process of hammer milling at the Owens Corning plant prior to shipment to

the Saranac lLaporatory., It is also my understanding that fibers such as these
have no commarcial use.

The glass from which glass fibers ars madée, though it contains silies,
is not toxiec becsuse the silica is combined wit.h the other lngredients of< -
the glass, Glass is & silicate. In our various experiments in this laboratory
silicates, with one exceptiocn, have been found to be relatively harmless com-
pared to minerals containing free silica, The exceptional form is asbestos,
Our interest in thes glass fiber arose out of the fact that it is fidrous uﬂ
we had previcusly shown in this laboratory that asbestos dust is harmful.
if inhaled in & fibrous state, The results of the experimsents with glaseii¥
fibers are of interest in that they showed that length of fiber is ngt t’h :
only factor concerned in the causatican of lung fibrosis, Lnn-uch as’ ubo '
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I should point out, too, that our expsrience
variety of kinds have emphasized the fact that miy':::td::.::igo. ::;“1;
than 10 microns in diameter can causs lung damage whereas part.icl«:l te
than 200 microns cannot evaen be retained in the lungs. To the best itr.“.r
mowledge the glaes fibers which are currently on the market are ;rod z
in s filamented fore exceeding s 200-amicron length many fold. As u:‘n
a fiber 200 microns long is so small that it is barely rilibl.la TOu s

Yours sincerely,
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C.W.H, Schepers, M.D,, D,Se,
Directar

PLAINTIFF'S
EXHIBIT

PENGAD-Bayonne, N. ).




