- January L, 1935

Dr. YWalter Bauer
Massachusstts General Hospital
Boston, HMass. :

Dear Dr. Bauers:

Please accept my thanks for your letter
of Decermber 29th, Since you have expressed your
willingness to give me further information, I shsall
take advantage of it by asking for a few detalls which
seem necessary to me. I trust you will not feel that
I am heckling you with further requests or with the
statement of my own point of view, but since you will
see from the nature of my guestlions that I am somewhat
skeptical stout the dlagnos’s in these cases, it seems
only falr to explain the reasons for my skenticism.

, I should be interested in knowing, (1) the
details of the complaints or symptoms of the two men.
I should like (2) the amount of stippling of erythrocytes
found, end (3) the amount of lead which was found in the
urine. The last two gquestions require a little explana=-
tion, I believe.

You are probably aware that for a quite a
long period we have beeh studying the blood changes
- associated with lead asbsorption and the occurrence of
normal lead in the excreta. It is quite apparent not
only from our work but that of others that stippling
ccours in a wide varlety of conditlons, and that in
fact, it oscurs up to a point in normal individuals
without relation to lead exposure or without any relation
to disease stntes, as far as can be determined. To have
any significance, therefore, stippling must be expressed
on some more or less accurate quantitative basis. The sane
thing applies, but with even more significance, to the
question of lead in urine. ' All normal individusls excrete
lead in urine. There is, therefore, a question of quantity,
and the quantity rust be expressed with relation to an
analytical method of kmown sensitivity.

¥iith regard to the gquestion of lead atsorption
from contact with gasoline containing lead, the experimental
and clinical evidence which 1s avallsble is so overwhelmingly
opposed to the occurrence, that in my opiniun only the most

e o e BT w3V aa Aert FAlamnn Rlaalk Al anmnbl aen had Ealrme nTeans AnnTA




Jre valter Bauer

~

In cases of thls type, I should require that the
symptoms be charscteristic, that the extent of the
stippling be well outside the normal range, and that
both symptoms and blood. changes should not be .explainatle
on the basis of other dissase atatea, and that the quantity

of lead excreted should ‘be- ‘well outside the normel range
‘of values. iven bhen, in view of the evidence which has
baen accumulated, I sh@uld be incl*nad to*suapect that
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I have tanken the liberty of exprassing my point
of view 'quite frankly largely because you have tacltly
ralsed the question in the last pararraph of your letter.as
to whether these cases should be reported in the litera-ure.
You will probably gather from nmy remarka that I would scarcely
consider 4t advisal:le to report these as cases of lead poison=
tng from the handlingof gasoline, On the other hand, I am
open to conviction anq 1f you would be good. enough to supnly
me with such details gs would be convincing, my point of view

ebout raporting cases wouhd be ent*rely chang&d.

Very truly yours,

RAK:IS Robert A, Kehoes ileD.
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