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As you are aware, Tenneco recently purchased Union Carbide's PVC plant. 
As part of the transaction, we received their technology. Union Carbide 
had samples of their copolymer slurry evaluated by B. F. Goodrich to de­
termine if the slurry could be stripped in BFG's continuous column. At­
tached is a copy of Union Carbide's correspondence on this subject. This 
information should be helpful in planning our trials at Artisan.

In reviewing this information, note the following:

1. They tried to strip the slurry at atmospheric pressure, and got bad 
discoloration due to the high temperature.
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2. They could not copolymer (VCM/vam) slurry because of excessive

foaming. However, we use a different suspending agent than Union Car­
bide, so our results could be substantially different.

3. The BFG basic design is a pressure column. Thus, they go directly to
a compressor. We. will need a vacuum pump, since we plan to strip under 
vacuum.
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The BFG design and estimate does not include a feed/bottoms exchanger.

BFG's steam rate is the same as the Pasadena design, when you subtract 
_out the steam a feed/bottoms exchanger would save.

The BFG column uses sieve trays vith DOWNCOMERS.
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7. The BFG column temperatures are: Ho
Co

235° F. 
180° F.

Carbide states the process is diffusion limiting.
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They feed slurry9. Note that the slurry feed to the column was "pulsed".

for one (1) second, and then turned the feed off for up to fifty-nine 
(59) seconds. This sounds strange, but they report that it works!

10. They had discoloration problems in the feed tanks.
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