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Profa-sor H. A. Xehoe 15th October, 1947.

The arrival of B.a.L. does, howevsr, zive one hops that some
compound will be found that will be as effecitive in lead poisonine as B.sa.l,
is in these other heavy metal poisonings.

The toxic action of arsenic is attributed to an effect on the
-SH groups in cells interfering wita activity of th2 pyruvate oxidase system,
Is this theory also held regarding the toxic effects of lead? Has any work
been published on this chemical aspect of lead poisoning? I will be most
interested to hear of your resulis with E.is.L. glucosides

Dr. Elackburn has left for U.Z.ia. 2ni will be callive on you.
He wiil be intonsely laterested in yoir 2riticisans, Unfortunately he left
Saforae your letter arrived, so I have not been able %o communicate its contents
to hin. :
Once azain I am reminded by your letter of the old trap of
abtrituating "Dost hoe'" to "propter hoc™. In the abssnce of any clinical ex-
rience of such cases, the dramatic improvement following the very larze
doses 0f Jesews initially used by Dr. Blackburn 124 us astray. If the B.a.L.-
2% eomplex is iavariably more foxlc %han lead itself, it does ssem shrange that
these doges (4.4 nz ner Kz. of bady weight) 4 hoarly for 4 doses Aid unot make
the patisnts worse, Iut their clinical condition wag vremarkably better for
£our ders. Jould the sedetion and suvportive itrestment courseract such sxpeched
oxira voxic 3ffosts? 20es the 3.a.L.-7b complex have toxic cerebral effects?
’ i I Znow it can apparently result in severe indestinzl colie.
omplax doss not have nore toxic effects on the brein than
szurily avonly *he r=2sults of zninel experiments $o0 man and
$o the trial of
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warely cuestions valch arise from wour lettsr in which
wezntineg, . heve s2nt a coverinz leitter to our
arvardad from our asldbourse Cffice »f Dr, Llackiurn's
ety anout then. I have iastracted then Lo rely ’
cnd nat o uze BahlL. shoald they bSs urnfortunate 3
Vedele mOLsouinzT.

iz 1% that Dr. Zlsekbueats report of ihes ases in is
y would szerve to emphasise the necessity for them 4c be on their toes 4o
Zo3sivl a ‘

L have erco=ztly aprreciated vyour letier
ariticzisss therein and 100 forward to the recelpt of fu
you o1 this interesting subject.

Incidentally, since zine is greatly increased in the blosd and
liver etc. in leukaemia and in caneerous tissue, I am playing sround with small
dsses of B.a.L. over a prolonged period in a couple of cases of leukaemla and
inoperable cancer. One case of acute leukaemia first seen by 'ne four days i
before de=th was given traatment with ordinary doses of B.A.L. without obvious ;f::ﬁl
=ffaect. I Ao uot expect arpything to come from this, bub in such cases anything :
is viorth a trial if there is the remotsst chance to help then.

Tith kindest regards,

Tours sivceraly,

M?bz?w«&j Fm
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