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Dr. R.A. Xehoe

College of iiedicine
University of Cincinnati
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Dear Dr. Kehoe ;

I want to give you some details on Ethyl in France
from the point of view of the feeling in Aviation circles.

With military pilots, all is well, and there are no
conpleints; but in civilian aviation, where the military planes are tested
before being delivered to the Air Ilinistry, we had to register lately
severcl complaints, all of which came from the Villacoublgy field.

These complaints can be divided into two classes

1° = Ilechanics who have to handle Ethyl gasoline do it only
with a great fright, consider it as a dangerous poison and accuse it of
a1l kinds of mishaps. They are sick, get head-ache, belly-ache, colics
and saturnism, which ftheir Urnion doctors recognize sometimes, without any
ground.

2° = The pilots and flying mechanics complain strongly atout
teing intoxicated every time they have $o fly with Tithyl gasoline, and
some of them do not dare throttling down their engines coming dowm from
high altitude; they get head-ache, elc «¢., and naturally Ethyl gasoline
is alos the cause. They prefer o cut entirely the engine.

With Dr. Coste we mads an inquiry on these complaints;
the men are so positive in their affirmations, that thers is no use arsuing.

For the 1st class, Dr. Coste could not detect the slightest
sign of saturnism among the few men who consented t3 be examined by hinm, and
naturally he could not either find ssturnism in the sscond classe.

k It is true that in the Tirst class <the men, in reason of
the poor conditions of work --emptying tunks al the time-- have their hands
well soaked with Ethyl gasoline, but even that ecould not give them any
trouble.
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R.die Kehoe

: » As to the pilots and the flying mechanics, without any
ff doubt it is a question of carbvon monoxyde for in 2ll these militory planes
there is little or none exhaust pipes Theyr are cut to the root and of course
the passengers breathie in a2 flow of carbon monoxyde, mostly with a rich
mwixture, when throttling down.
It 2lso seems that there is, on accaunt of peoor ventilation,
of the cock-pits, some trouble due to gasoline vapor. { unburnt)

They all say that with benzol gasoline they have no’ trouble !
In high circles, these couplaints have been judged %o
thelr real value.

a) ilen excited by Union leasders, who want to get a l:ttle
advantage from the use of Ethyl, for a few fimms, have even imagined ¢
distribute milk free to offset{ the risks due to Ethyl gasoline ! »

b) Pilots end mechanics intoxicated by carbon rnonocEy

construstors are cfraid of decreacsing the pc“‘oru nees by putiing exhaus
ollectors or imoroving tue Tuirirce of the cockp so they zccuse pt"l ol
what is hapvening.

ow a ccmrﬁ*tee appointed by the .iir ilinistry is invec-

ticating some old facts dating back from 19231, vhich tool place in Cheleois-
--euden. There, in a Gove*nmv“J Agencr, viherc avietion engines are Testel ox
tire bench, severzl vorkmen had complained of belng intoxmiczbteld Y- exlhaust
furnes, and this naturall:- on account of Lihyl. v“ol"'rocto- Zr. Cristofizi,
had tolé then it was Zthyl. So the use of Tthrl wias even forbldden in thot
vlace. Later, Dr. Coste and Dr. Gersaux{ a Doctor of +the .Lir l.inistiz) hod

-

examined 12 men and hald not found the slightest signy of saturmism, and wvon
¥now that Dr. Gorszux having replaced Eth-l Gascline with vlain gasoline

colored in rea, the symptoms had been just the same, vwhich showed the recd
noture of the complaintse But this old affoir hzs popped up agein, and it
seems that one of the men (lioutairon, I bzlieve) who had worked, nob on the
testing bench at all, but in a laboratory where there war some handling of
pure Ethyl Fluid, hes engaged 2 suit against the Govermment.

Le says he had becn intoxicated and it seems that he hes
o certificate signed by a Goveiument expert, no less than D*u ulcu&rQEL,
aémittine that he suffers from saturnism. The Comrittee is foing to inves-
tigate unat case. Dr, Cozte was heard by that C@““luuee on January 1litn,
. and I am telling wvou thot the latter is conposed of nen vwho consider thece
complaints according to their real wvalue. .

. Lormond, vho went to the United States knows the

cuestion very well and there is absolutely no Tear that their opinion will
be contrery, in any way, to Eihyl.
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Dr. Coste has asked to see this man, llontairon, but it is
not sure that he may see him, on account of the action before the Courts,

I shall let you know atout the develorment of that affair.
I myself shall be heard by that committe later on. I will be, very likely,
asked some questions on the recent camplaints of Villacoublay, and I am
asking you to state once rore, in a letter to me or to Dr. Coste, your opinion
concerning the hazards due to the handlirg of Tthyl gasoline.

I know ydur opinion,and your report de2ls with this question,
tut naturally the Comititee will not read your long reports The best would be

a short letter giving you opinion, and up to date, because dated 1935 will be
of a great weight. ’

I insist because 1 realize that the ohly péint vhich is doubt-
ful in the ninds of the members of the Committee is whether the handling og
Ethyl gasoline does not present more risks than the handling of plain gasoline.

I know you think it is the seme. For tlhe Committee, hearing it once fiore from
you will do no ham:.

Ls to the mixing plants, every thing is fine; 2ll is 0%,
Please excuse that long letter
ad believe me

Yours very tmuly

P;S.== You know the gurestion of increasing the content in notor gasoline from
0,3 to 0,8 will be raised very soon by the 01l Comranies. Should you
have some more recent information to help me to discuss, and confirm to

Dr. Bordas and other members the inanity of their previous fears, it
would also be very useful,

Could you also give me some infommation 3

1° - On the varicus troubles caused by plain gasoline on some very
sensitive subjects. (skin rash, head ache, vomiting, etce..)

2° - On the symptoms of carbon monoxyde intoxication .

7ith anticipate thanks.
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