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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONB

The facts cited within this statement can only partially bear witness to the
long, determined and succesful campaign waged in the rnbber industry azainst
ocenpational aceidents and disease. We have for many Fears pursued the same
zoat as HR 14818, namely improved occupational safety, and with such a pur-
pose we jndeed take no issue.

Witk our lonz history of serious interest sud sound accomplishment in occu-
pational =afety, we have learned, however, that to be successful in this work
demands also that we be objective. This well-leamed lesson motivates our view-
point presented to the subcommitee concerning this bill.

Our industry beiieves it cannot rest on past accomplishments in safety. In the
state of our civilization and social development today, occupational injuries and
disease cannot be accepted as a necesxary by-product of any industrial or commer-
cial endeavor. We consider it the responsibility of all concerned to seriously and
methodically strive for perfection in accident preventioa.

Aceordingly, the resources of the Federal government can most effectively be
brought to bear on this effort through the role of a participating and vimally
interested partner, rather than the sole udministrator and enforcer of such a
far-reaching regulatory structure as contemplated in HR 14816

It i« our sincere Lelief that iittle evidence has been presented before the sub-
committee to demonstrate a valid need for the establishment of Federal safety
standards and an enforcement program. If such ¢ standards progrum is not
needed, theu the whole thrust of effort should be redirected toward a2 means that
can best achieve the desired gonl of this bill :

To this end, we find vaiue in and support the concept adranced by ather wit-
nesses of & broad cooperative effort sponsored by the Federal government that
would bring about continuing reczearch in regard to caunses and prevention of oc-
cnpsational injuries and disesse. Such & cooperative effort could perbaps be realized
through the establishment of an organization—national in scope—made up of
the most experienced and skilled leaders available from business and labor and
from the Federal, State and Local government, whose purpose would be to study
the problem ut hand and recommend solutions.

Such an effort, exercised without delay, could do much to assure the orderly
attainment of an obviously commendable goal-~the prevention of accidents.

STATEMENT ON BERALF AND roR Mg IvaN SasovmiN, QreeN’s CoUNSEL 307
Prace D'ARMES, MoNTzEAL, CANADA, ON BEHALY 0Ff THE ASBESTOS JMINES
INDUSTRY IN CANADA -

To the Honorabdle Mr. Holland, Chairman of the Select Subcommittee on Labour,
and to Membders of said Committee:

1t is respecttuily submitted

Neariy two hondred years ago, in 1778, came Benjamin Franklin to my present
home in Iberviile, Quebec. His aim was to win Canada to the cause of Independ-
ence. Hiz mission accomplished, he jeft the shores of our Richelieu River (close
to Luke Champlain, near the border, where I live} and reported to Cungress.

In those days indusiry hardly bad started on this coatinent this ascensicn
which was to make America the most {ndustrialized nation.

Since those days the ties between our two countries have becnme closer and
ctoser whilst sve have for generations showed the world an example of ¢njoying
(viendiy relationship, with some four thousand mile border-froatier devoid
ajtogether of any display of force, military or otherwise.

But there are ties that seem to have contributed largely to brinz about such
cordial understanding baves on common interests: they are the ties of iudustry
at larye, of management and labour forces working together. On the one hand
the vastness of rour capital investments in Canada make you play and unecussarils
30 2 legitimate michty role in our very economy. In the same vein, similarity in

. labour and industr? conditions has brought about a degree ot international

venetruation promoting more and more the development of a large family nt
workers with a mnre and more common ideology, this north aund south uf the
Lorder. face to face with like problems.

Te industry, here in point, the asbestos mining and milling industry I bhave
had the honour to represent for more than thirty years, represeuting as advisor
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p ining and production of asbestos fibres in my country. The case
gg :;.hﬂg él::::ditg;?\:n;efws M:i)nes known as the Q'u_ett;:ec Aibep?:tsic‘:lpg?izi ?k?mm'
i illustration of the extent to which you rough
tg? ﬁoggrisnaizi-o::u;:gnts and “know bow"” regchgs into that number one group ¢of
i ies at home, that of “mine”. . ) _
co?ﬁeg?fié?f uiitihe industry of mining and milling %nrgsgnl; :;bzi:;;s cé which
is J S i and milled io Canada) your Nation owas ntroly
izmtﬁetﬁfo?ﬁﬁs“;}“ﬁm field. This is an important é-topgztu()g Jgf::,d iog ';\:r
S . ‘b started roughly a century ago in Cana ) in thay
‘r);?&‘:xct;:gr:u;gfn; Thetford Mines and the town of Asbestos—2 region beln
inbd.iameter of some fifty-miles. The production in Canada has been about. 859,
(U.8.8.R. excepted) of tue world's total chrysotile asbestos '(chrys?ule i3 the
moéz'sfmght o? the various categories of asbestus on the world's markets),
Since the Bill presently under consideration by your Sepate and House o
Representatives embraces basic principles which are of much importaace to oy
Canadian Asbestos Mining Production (tbe greatest proportion of which yoq

own and control—as aiready said above) it follows, natuzally so, that our indys.

S irous lace respectfully before you some of the data ang
:rxyp:rli}ggg ilgeh:?: g'gather;g gver the years, our intergst in so doing beirg particy.
lariy prompted by the fact that ope of the main objectives of the Bill wil} be o
achieve such standards as will better ensure the safety and heaith of the worker,
such standards likely to integrate themselves eventually into our own modes of
production and this due to the fact that we, of course, share the objectives whicy
yo’i'll‘:i?glcﬁ::gngf safety and heaith set out in the preamble o_t this Bill as 5
primary objective bas beep brought forward 1n§o ;he Hwmelight in the last few
years and particularly so before yourselves, sitting in committeg. some two
weeks ago by the important studies carried out by Dr. Selikoff and his associates
at Mount Sinai Hospital Environmenta} Sciences Labogatory (in conjunction
with repowned Head Statistician of the American Cancer Society Dr. Hammond),
The bulk of the work of Professor Selikoff has been centered on tte so calleq
Heat and Frost Insulation Asbestos Workers Trade. Although such Sector of
workers reflects but one of the many “end-uses” ot‘the Asbestos fibre, the fndings
ot Dr. Selikoff nevertheless are of considerable interest t'o the balaace of the
industry (some 15000 workers are involved in Dr. Selikoff's Insulation Study),
" It is with these considerations in mind, Mr. Chairman, that our industry
expresses their gratitude to the Honourable .\Ir.’ Holland. President of this Select
Committee and to Representative Mr. James O’'Hara, Chairman of the Proceed.
ings, for having so graciously extended to your htunble servant, a Canadian, the
privilege of tabling before you the submission of the Asbestos Mining Industry |

e honour to represent. .
ha;'?}'ttt;rst stoep. fn th‘is delicate mission, shoulfl be to assure you that this indns-
try cannot be but fully in accord with the principles ~et out in tbe preamble nf
yéur Bill. No one. citizen or country, employet or emploryer, l::xbour Oor manage
ment could not take but pride in supp;);t;ng a iaw the lofty object of which is to
i he safety, health and weifare of the worker.
ms];;:ltheand tf‘reedom shall ever be tihe eigix-ceﬂtest assets of man and woman—

which no real welfare can be enjoyed. )
m?cl:;tdesiire t!l‘:znugh this Bill to foster proper research and traiaing cannot alse
but provide for thoxe necessary tools without which the wayrs afld .means 15}
fashion and ensure safety and bealth of our men and fromen at work may not
be devised. Possibly the word “Standards” refiects at their best thuse verr
criteria sitk which to measure and.gnuge the dezree of advanceulent in the study
and research for those methods and tolernnce limitx which may be allowed for
tbis or that operation in indnstry sbould it invelve the safetyr, bealth or welfare

worker. .
of ‘?:1 woul({ be interested to know that an attempt to conduct a proper studr.
prreramming and planning for achieving such st:md:_xrds is atresdy under \va,\':
it beinz proposed to hold in May next sessions of joint stndy ut the New Tork
Acndemy of Sciences under the tutelage of the inenmhent Dr. Selikoff, at which
sessions would participate representatives of managzement and labour ax well as
ot Governmental and Scientific Groups, the likely field of asbestos exposure for
sach joint.sessions to be that of the so-czlled Insulation Trade Group reprgsegted
by the International Association of Heat and Frost Insulators and Asbestos
Workers; also would attend Dr. Karl Lindell (a world foremost wining and
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Byers, Ridell, Cunninghan:, Brink, Vidal, Jarry—and the specialized person,
at our hospitals apd sapatoria in the Laurentian Mountaius. Later, in the
thirties, we repaired to the Saranac Laboratery and Trudeau Foundagigy in
the Adirondacks, the latter constituring witbout a doubt the most 2d¥anceq
research center on the continent in the Pulmonary Field and that of tye allieg
respiratory tracts, plus cardiopathy. . .

There. at Saranac, began our relationship with the I;Iead of the §
Trudeau Laboratery, Dr. Leroy U. Gardner, a2 most eminent nathnlogi
acknowledged leader iu the field of industrial medicine. Recipieat of wp
tinguished awards be was for many years a U.S. Public Henlth' top tousultan,
and to his Laboratory flocked daily from all parts of our continent industrig)
ductors, facing health problews iu that phuse of very fast expansion i the
industrinl economy of America. Under Dr. Gardney and bis staft wax then
founded in the forties at Thettord Mines an Industrial Clinic destined to serve
the =ix mwines situated in the neighbourhood. The Trudeauw Lahoratory vompris
such fawous names as Cummings, Samson, Prate, Vorwald (distinguished patyg,,
agist and author Professor at Fort Wiyne University and now Head of the Tast
Laboratory of Research at Detroit) plus Professor George Wright, founder of
the Laboratory and School of Phyxioiogy at Trudeau 2 pioveer in the fielq of
respiratory physiology and an authority at the top of today’s echetons acrosy the
continent and the present Direcror of the Scientific Committee of the Institute oy
Occupational and Eaviromnent Health, an Institute promoted Ly our Asbestn
Mining Association. Since the setting inte action of these two Industrial Clinje,
tut Thetford Mines and at Asbestos) it was my duty and that of our Medieg
Advisors t0 keep track yearly (that went on from 1940 to date} of the Asbesty
health problems as they appeared over the world. There was no significant Luy,.
oratory Or source of inforwation which was not consutted: contacts were mage
continuously so as to assure ourseives of the treads is both the Industrial Engi.
peering Preventive Field and the Medical Fields proper. It can therefore Le said
that oo stope was left unturned, our trips taking us to the other Coutinent. ingo
Asia and Orient as well, in South America, {rom time to time, with Dr. Cartier
onr Director at Thetford Mines (Industrial Clinic) asd Professor Vida), Pra.
fessor Grewoire, Dr. Kenneth Smith (Professor of New York University apg
Medical Director of Johns-Manville Corporation). We visited all the wain
centres where the asbestos-health-problems existed in the lust few years in the
company of Dr. Karl Liudell and Professor Vidal on exploratory and vbsersation
trips. We travetled to the British Isles—Europe-—Scandinavia, atd on twy .
casions in U.S.S.R. {1060 and 19658) including Asia {Siberta—Kazeestan—=Sverd.
slovsk and Asbest where some twepts-five thousand workers uperate asbestos
mines and mills and produce today wmore chrysotile asbestos than is produced ip
the Ocveident {Canada and U.S. ineluded).

In conclusion might we recite here the composition of the staff manninc the
Scientitiec Committee of the Institute of Ovcupational and Environmeutal Health,
the executive commmittee of which is composed of :

Dr. K. V. Lindell : chairman

W. N. Oughtred {President Ashestos Corporation Limited and present President
of Quebec Asbestos Mining Association)

F. Parker Smith { President Bell Asbestos Mines Limited)

Michael Messel (President Lake Asbestos Mines Limited. ex-officic member 33
immediate past President of the above Association)

Ivan Sabouriao Q. C. : secretary and counsel
The Scientific Committee is conposed as follows: -

Dr. Geurze Wricht: Director of the Committee, Head of Revearch at St. Luke's
Hospital i Cleveland. Obio)

Dr. Puul.Kotin : Director vf U.S. Center of Environmental Sciences and of (entre
of Etiology of Cancer at Bethesda, Maryland.

Dr. Marviz Cushner: Professor, Head of “Tumors Field in Patholozy” fan au-
thority in Cancer Research) at New York University znd Bellevue Hoxpital:
participant and professor at the Anthony J. Lanza School of QOccupational
Health, Sterling Forest. New Jersey.

Dr. Fernand Gregoire: head of Lavoisier Clinie, Mootreal Phrsiologist—Ex-
pert of our Quebec Workmen’s Compensation Board Professor apd Author of
rapers which bave already attracted the scientific attention of the world of
both continents. .

Dr. John Beattie: Professor at Queen's Coliege (Cambridge, England) shose
considerable experience since the eariy thirties and his writings bave placed
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him in the forefront of the field of pulmonary studies as to mine and factory
workers (for some years Professor Reattie also taught at MeGill University)
his current studies bave alxo brought Lim in clove and current contact with the

neumoconiosis Institute of Great Britain at Cardiff, the foremost Pneumoconi-
osis Institute of the British Isles now presided by Physiologist, Dr. Jobn Gib-
son. heading the “Union Internationale du Cancer” Comumittee on asbestosis and
allied problems. T

Dr. Daniel Brapn: Bx-Director of the Industrial Hygiene Foundation {Mellon
Institote) Pittsburgb—who conducted and published the 1953 epidemiological
survey (Thetford Mines and Asbestes) on the incidence of capcer with the
Quebec asbextos workers {a study of which has been published in scientitic re-
views and the conclusion is to the effect that the cancer incidence is not any
bigher with such workers than with other population groups of the province
where no asbestos industry is present.

Dr. P. Peloar: in charge of experimental work in Medical Research Division, St.
Lukes Hospital (Cleveland) professor at Prague. Tchecoslovakie, author and
lecturer; his publications in many languages bave stamped him &s a pathologist
of note and an industrial heaith expert of exceptional science.

Our bonks, our data, our observations and findings, in short alt of our records,
are at your disposal, Mr. Chsirman, should it be found desirable for you to
consider them. Much experience has been gathered, much experimentation com-

piled, Of late on two occasions we have convened at Antizua at 1985 and in 1967

some forty scientists and research experts gathered from the four cormers of

the globe, The obiect of these conferences was to advise the industry as the

present health problems it is facing. Your 1.S. Public Health Director Dr. Mur-

ray Brown kindly attended our last meeting gt Antisua whichk convened as a

special sefentitic Conference by the Director of the Ingtitute, Professor George

Wrirht and the members of hix Scientitic Committee.

From 1940 to 1564 the Association had heid like study meetings and conducted
various extensive sgrveys:

MEETINGS 1: Conference at Carierville Hospital Group of Radiologists and
Pathologists and Clinicians from Carolina {Lynch et al) and from Saranac
{Gardner et ai} and from Toronto (Riddell et al) and Quebec and Montreal
our association and governmental medical representatives.

1931 and 1953: Two like meetingy at Montebello,

1957 : Queen Elizabeth Hotel—Montreal-~theee days symposivm gatbering scien-
tists from both continents 150 representatives from Saranac—E(larvard—
MecGill—Toronto—Montreal University— Belgium—France. Various hospital
and schools of study and governmental agencies.

Epidemiological Surveys:

1945: Metropolitan Life Insurance et al Health: turberculosis found to be
not more prevalent with asbestos workers than general population {ref-
erence : The Wheatiey Report)

1953 : The Braun and Truan Cancer Study (Industrial Hygiene Foundation,
Miellon lnstitute, Pittsdburgh). Cancer found not (o be more prevalent with
asbestos workers than in generat population. :

N.B.—A three year epidemiological survey is being conducted (mow jn its sec-
ond rear) by Professor Macdonald, McGill University and his staff under the
aegis of Dr. Wright's scientific committee wbich is sponsoring other study
groups bere and in Europe. -

{u all of this we trust you may have learned of some sourc¢es of information
you may wish to contact or confer with through your various ggencies.

We remain at your disposal ever and again beg to thank you most deeply for
baving allowed this presentation.

Barrtuore Sarery CoTneIL, INC.,
Baltimoere, Md.,, Marci 20, 1968,
Fowaro A. GarmaTz, M.C.,
Fedcral Ofice Building,
Baltimore, 31d.

Desr CoNGrESsSMAN GARBMATZ: At A4 meeting of the Executive Committee of
the Baltimore Safety Council held oo Friday, March 13, 1968, a careful study

wtals;)ésgmde of Senate Bill 2£288: entitled “Occupational Safety & Health Act
o ~0'
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