Wovember 28, 1949

Dr. Jolm M. Mc Donald, Director,
Division ¢f Industrial Hyglene,
florida State Boayd of Health,
Jacksonville, Florida.

Deay Doctoy Mc Donzldt

Your letter of November T bas been lying or my desk too long,

and I apolegize for the delay in replying. Unfortunately I have
had to be avay s great deal lately, and my desk vork has suffered
greatly. , ,

The problem whiclh presents itself in the Miami center of Fastern
Adrlines Ls one ve ntave seen on a comewbat simllar scale in a
number of instances. A number of the airlines have come to us
directly, or indirectly through BEthyl Corporaticn; for advice and
help, usuvally in ccnnection wlth some complalint or illness orn the
vart of an employee. In generai, what we have found has Deen a
disregard of the precautionary measures vhich would normally be
taken by zumployees of the petrclevr companies in the handling of

fuels. Ve have not seen caEeS af lead nolsonlng, cul we oave
seen gasuline Latoxicatiugn soline dermatitis. We bave made

one or two imvestigations’y "casionally, we have found a person
with some silght elevation’ of his load abaorptlaii.

The Miami situation was called to our atientlion some weeks ago by
a representative of Eihyl Corvoration, ard recently my asscciate,
Doctor Ritzmiller, went down 10 look into the matter vwith some
care. On hilas yeturn, I talked with him very briefly, and T an
still net fully acoualnted with all of the resulis of niis obscrvae
tion and discussion with the local people. However, he 4id tell
me thai the situation was such nhat we could cbtain complete
cooperaticn of the personnel of Zastern Alrlines for a comprencns
sive investigation of their entire situvation, on the basis of
Which Ve might make comprehenslve recommendations for the avoldance
of thelr difficultles. I looked at this as an excellent opportunity
for us to obtain comprelensive information on a qungect on which
we have only occasional and fragmentary data. In such an lnvestl-
gation we should be very glad to cooperate with you in any way

that may be possible, and I should llke to have your reactlion as

to the manner in which thils could be done.

I think I should tell you that we shall be disposed to regard
thls as an experimental survey, for our own Information and for
the Information of the entire industry involved, rather than a
serlously hazardous problem that needs immediate solution. I
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thinlk you will realize from the nature cf our association with
this Industry cver a perlod of years that if there had been
serioug difficulties; we could not have escaped knovwledge of them.
I think, therefore, that 1t leg falrly clear that there is no very
gerious lead hazard, and that the problem can be dealt with quite
easily vhen we &re able to bring clearly to the minds of the
raesponsikle noople the nature ¢f the hazards with respect to both
gesoling and lead. We oxpect to plan for owr Investigatlon in
the very near future. and therefore I should be glad to bhave

youd commenss ot your early conveniences

Sincerely yours,;

Robert A. Kenoe, M. D.
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