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Dear Ec:

Recently I observed z showing of the British Granada TV series {ilw entitled
"pspestos —- Killer Dusti.” It is well worih showing to any group that has an
inieresi in asbestos or asbestos-related produets. It provides good insight
regerding the nature and extient of the health comtroversies ihat azre currently
raging in regard to occupational and community exposure ito air ané water borme
aspestos fibers.

I recommend you make arrangements to show this {ilm at the next FMSI Board

Meeting and to tne eniire membership at ine next convenient opportunity. I al
regret that we have not shown it before the Asbestos Study Committee and think
we should plan to do this ati our next meeting.

I believe Ron Moalli now has R/M's copy of this film and am sure he will be
glec to make it available for your use whenever you wish.

>est regarcs,

—_—

1. E. Weaver

£re
c: Mr. R. R. Moalli -- Trumbull
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ASEESTOS STUDY COMUITTEE REPORT

Most indusirial managers are well aware of the increasing amouni of time they
must devote io problems relating to occupational and environmental hazerds.

in recent vears new government agencies have been created which nhave broad
powers to investigate, regulate and conirol industrial operations. During ihe
same period the mandates of traditional agencies also have been broadened in
respeci 10 environmenial concerns, and frequenily there are Cutlicate and
sometimes conflicting funciions. Coincidentally, the scientific community hes
been producing an increasing volume of evidence regarding hiihertc unsuspecied
nezltih nazards essociatled with various raw materisls, chemricals and manufactur-
ing methods.

Adding furiher to the burdens these develcpments place on indusirial managers is
& far more militant union attitude on occupational hezlih matiers. Union
spokesmen, such as I. W. Apel, Tony Mezzochi and Sheldon Samuels, freely admit
they have been negligent in facing these issues in the past. However, recently
a new attitude has beer in evidence gnd it is exemplified by Mazzochi's state-
ment that, "We live in a nation of corporate law breakers." Samuels has not
been &S charitable; he prefers to use the term "“Corporate Murderers."

Tne present union objective, as stated by Mszzochi, is to "use vprofessiomals to
ecucate laborers 10 understand health hazards” ané to "use colleciive bargaining
¢ get legislation necessary 1o obtain good occupeiional healin care." The AFl-
CI0 nes an active campaipgn 1o use the news media to get the message across to
ine genera] public as well as to iheir members.

The friction materials industry position with respeci to the asbestos heelth

issue is aimosi unique. Few other indusiries are as heaviliy dependent upon
aspesios for the successf{uil performence of their producis. ancé proper handling

of occupational and environmental problems associated with the use of asbestos

is essentia} 1o the survival of manufacturers of asbestos-based friction materials.

During the past year your Asbestos Study Committee has worked closely with OSHA,
EPL, NICSE and thelr subcontractors as well as with ATA/NA regarding new standards
and regarding changes to existing siandards and guidelines for regulation of
asbestos as well as other materials. We nave sought to keep zbreast of new in-
formetion regarding asbestos healtinh effecis, control methods and regulations
emanating from the medical/scientific communities, various govermmeni offices and
other sources. The foliowing highlights should be of interest.

OSHA

Proposed new standards for arsenic and for ketones present new formats
with emphasis on the action level concept, on work practices and on
improved medical surveillance. Expected revisions to the asbestos
standard prooably will follow one of these formats. Litile or nmo
change is expected in permissible sirborne concentrations or in moni-
toring methods.

The erroneous assumption by OSHA that the friction materials industry
could immedistely comply with the 2 fpcc standard hopefully has been
corrected.
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Hazardous material labeling is under stuéy by an CSHA4 advisory
commities, and labor members have czlled for changes in asbestos
product labeling.

NIOSH

A new electron microscope laboratory has been provided at Cincin-
nati ané is being used to investigate the guantity and size

istribution of asbestos fibers and other serosols in occupetional
environments. Emphasis is on submicron particles ané fibers less
than 5 microns long.

E7YA

EPL is undertiaking a thorough investigation of tne presence of
asbestos in all areas of the environment. Tne work involves con-
tract studies, in-house research and joint activities with other
government agencies.

There is considerable concern regarding the effectiveness of the
"no visible erissions" standard in protecting the public from
2irborne asbesios. Pressure is on EPA from labor representatives
and medical and environmental groups for a2 "no detectable level®
reguiation.

ErA proposed waste disposal resiriciions wouwld creatie problems for
some friction meterials manufacturers.

s P

A Gelay has been imposed on FDA's proposal to ban use of asbestcs
in filters for beverages and food products until they can conguct
experiments to determine if long term exposure to ingested asbestos
fivers represent & definitive hazard to humen health.

4 four million dollar animal feeding study bhas peen spproved for
determination of health effects from ingesting various doses of
various kinds of asbestos.

FTC

Study is in progress in response to a petition from CSPI ( Nader
group) in regard to labeling of asbestos-containing products.

CPSC

There is no known action by this agency in regard to asbestos at
this time.
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Tnis agency of HEW has issued a repori indicatling adverse effects
or pulmonary function due to exposure to asbestos at two locations
one of which was a textile based friction materisl plant in New

England.

MEDICAL

Seiikoff continues predictions of epidemic of asbestos related
death and disease in years to come. Ke emphasizes the mesotheli-
omz hazard and the fact no known dose level is "safe" and is
pointing to the possible health significance of shorter, smaller
fibers or particles not now covered by siandards.

Selikoff people have been actively promoting hazards a&ssociated
with asbestos emissions from breke lining wear and from brake
service operations. )

Acknowledgment of association between asbestos exposure and in-
creased GI cancer has become accepted practice during ithe past
vear.

Tne above znd other aciiviiies and publicity during recent months offers ample
evidence that controversy and concern over asbestos has in no way sliackened. Many
seer 1o ihink the fact that OSHA, EPA, NIOSH and others recently have been devot-
ing considerable attention to other toxic materials has taken some of the heat off
asbestos. Wnile this may be true as far as the over-all environmental and
occupeiional health picture is concerned, I see no significant change in the
attitude of regulatory agencies, medicel researchers, labor. oOr environmental
grouds ir regard to the hazards of asbestos. Nor do I see any Jjustification for
such change.’

The friciion materials industiry should pursue all available means for achieving
compliance with the 2 fiber per cubic millileter standard and ell other reguire-
menis of the OSH4 aspestos regulations ass promptly as possible. It should be kept
in mind the Promulgated regulaiions are 2 “minimum standard.” Wherever possibie
more protection than that afforded by the standard should be Drovided for friction
materials workers exposed to asbestos dust.

Empnasis should be given to worker instruction and traiping in methods for redue-
ing airborne dust generation and for minimizing exposure to dust that is generated.
Product labeling and other means should be employed to thordughly inform’ -
customers and the public of the dangers associated with improper use, fabriction,
handling or disposal of asbestos~conteining friction materials. In-plant anti-
smwoking campaigns would be laudable.

Your committee solicits comments and guestions concerning ivs past and future
activities, and will endeavor to follow events in the above meniioned areas and
all other astects of the asbestos/health controversy during the following year.
Respectfully submitted,

'\l
I.E” Z; a¥§r

Committiee Chairman



FRICTION MATERIALS STANDARDS INSTITUTZ, IRC,, Z-210 RCOUTE 4, PARANLS, L. U, C7¢52

may 22, 1975

To: Asbestos Study Committee
Subject: Recent Distributione— Relative to OSHA Asbestos Standard

At the April 28, 1975 meeting, your Chairman, Mr. Veaver volunteered to send
in dzta on the Nilfisk Industrial Vacuum Cleaner and the recent AlIHA ACGIH
paper on the membrane filter method. This paper included two papes on a
guard or shroud attached to the filter holder to protect the filter from
picking up fibers from the wearer's clothing or from a falling fiber that
would ordinarily not be breathed into the respiratory tract.

These two items are important for (1) cleaning up the workplace to reduce
airborne Tiber concentrations and (2) to more accurately pick up fibers for
purcases of counting. Copies of the literature forwarded by Mr. %eaver are
inciucded with this memo.

in addition, | prepared a BULLETIN NC. 533 to the Membership and there will
be some enciosures with that bulletin. | will try not to duplicate the
encicsures.

in addition, | am forwarding two articles which may be of interest to the
Commiziee. These also were sent in by Mr. Weaver:

"insulation Hygiene Frogress Reports', 2

. publication from Mt., Sinmai (i. J. Selikoff, M. D.)
The main article is "Asbestos Disease
can Spread to Workers' Families".

"The Regulated and-the Regulator" by Leo Teplow
of Organization Resources Counselors, !nc,
in particular, please nole his section
entitled "khat the Manager Can Do in
Industrial Safety and Health...Before
the Doctor Comes".”

The foregoing is for your information.

D/ erc E. W. Drislane
Enclosure: Executive Director



rRICTION MATERIALS STANDARDS INSTITUTE, INC., I-230 R2.7D L, 7ARANE, .

ng 22, 1975

To: Asbestos Study Committee
Subject: Changes to Minutes of April 28, 1975 Meeting

Mr. ¥eaver, Chairman of the Commiitee, called relative to corrections
to the "Unconfirmed fiinutes" of subject meeting.

Paoe 3, Paraorash 2, Line §

Eliminate "has a plastic bag liner”

Face 3, Paraoraph 2. Line 15

Should say: "{3) The Nilfisk or _other hich cualiiy
vacuum cleaner...”

Pape 3, Farasranh 3, Lines 5.6

Change sentence to read: "in some cases these could
be counted by inexoerienced operators as asbestos
fibers.” :

A new coﬁy of Page 3 is enclosed. Please destroy old page 3 and
replace with this corrected page 3.

S
ZiD/erc E. W. Drislane
tnclosure: Executive Director

\h



FRICTION WMATERIALS STANDARDS INSTITUTZ, INWI., Z-21C ROUTI o, PARAUCE, L o

June 4, 1975

To: Asbestos Study Committee .

Subject: hssorted articles, reports on asbestos

Your Chairman, Mr. Yeaver, has sent along several items concerning
asbestos which he felt would be of interest to members of the Committee.

(1) TJextile World News, May 1975 Article entitled: "Will CSHA
Feasibility Kayo Marginal Plants?" Article headed: "(OSH/
Using Personal Dust Samplings.”

(2) hAmericar industrial Hvoiene Association Journal, May 1973:
"Counting Asbestos Fibers by the Probable Number Method,”
by F. C. Reist.

(2) Letters J. H. Marsh, Raybestos-Manhattan, inc., re Dr.
Selikoff meeting with Chief industrial Hygienists of Ford,
Chrysler, G¥. includes report by Dr. Nicholson of Mount
Sinai from data given by Dr. Selikoff: "Asbestos Exposure
During Brake Lining Maintenance and Repair.®

(4) Letter J. H. Warsh, Raybestos-Manhattan, Inc., relative to
WCVB-TV of Boston Television "Awards Special® titled "Asbestos
Relzted Deathe at Two iWessachusetts Faciories.”

Copies of these articles are enclosed for your information.

-, 2 ' . .
EtD/erc E. W. Drislane

inclosure: Executive Director



