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h August £, 1945
MATL
Mrs C. E. Chase,

2400 Horth Miller Street,
Wenatchee, Washington.

en through negligence, but rather through iantens
in a series of rather urgent responsibilities, vhic

om replying until this time to your letter of Jdun
I shall no+ be able to reply adequatel » since I
clear uwp ny tardy correspendsnce 1ln preparation Ic
will esp e out of my office for some three wegko
“udeﬁ vou with & detalled oxplanation of my ~”1g¢,
that l nave been completely unabls To deal with
anylinirg wil the most immediaitely urgent matters Lthat have come
to my desk during the lasti twe months.

The guestlcn of lne adequacgy of the faclts which might be availavle
a8t this Time {or pres entatio in a hearing ox acrics of a:ai;““;
concarncd wilh seiting tolerances on various insectlicides, Lo &
very difi{iecull one TO ansver Yoo many ol the facis arc lacliin
to lead to completely abquduu ry settlement ¢f the vroulems.
On the other hand; it seems ratnb; unlilkely in the present statc
of human gccietly that the answers wlll be obtained in wholly
satisfactory foim, by any other method than that of trial and
cyrroyx . Conseguently my feelings are somevwhat divided in this
matiter. I would like to see ithe questioms of fact settled, vut I
am sure that they will not be settled now or at any other timc,
unless some pressure ig pult upcen the producers and purveycrs of
food materials to demonstrate that tholy practlces are saie. In
conniec tio vwith this entire program of the use ol LDQQCL icidal
materials, or what are nov c¢cadlled generally econcmlic polsons, X
have not observed that the manufacturers of these products have
uocn va"‘ica?a11v interested in establlishing the background on
wnleh they could be used with safety. Neilither bave I seen i
the users of these products have been very ruch. concerned to
geolve the ultimate prcblems of public health that arise from thelw
use. It is only when we have a food and drug administration that
zerts lnself in the public behall that sufficient atittention
brought to these ma&tters to provide the research that will an
the problems. (onsequentliy,while I am heartlily sympathetic vi
the individual food grower, I am bound to feel that public sa‘e'y
is increasingly dependent upon the application of pressure by
such & public agency as the Food and Drug Administration.
Conseguently, vhen I was asked recently whether I would take part
in a hearing or hearings of this type, I expressed my reservations
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about the adequacy of the information, but I accepted promptly the
professional ovligation of being present.
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Mr. C. B. Chase - (2) - August 2, 1949

I find that everythlng you say on the subject 1s xre
I am particularly impressed with your astatement ths
and pear Industry.......does not at the present tin
form of Fluorine or Arsenate of Lead.” If this is .. ____. _..o__

1ay not be too much point in a hearing on these items at this time.

To answer your Questlion specifically, we have done a very consie
derable ameunt i work on DDT, and oy assoclate, Dr. Heyroth, has

been wiyling to get teogether a long report on the subject which
re¢vlews the literature, such unreported work of others.as has

come to us in various ways, and ocur oun cobservatlions. Unfortunately,
the resulis of various cbservers on the subject of the tokerable
concentration of DT in food wmaterisls are not in complete agrec=

dent. It is particularly unfortunate that governmental agencics

40 20T secm Lo agree 1¢th each other.

We have carried on no obhservatlons on Paprathlon, but are fairly
faniliiar with such work as has been done unless some has been

zgoing on quLeuly without our knowledge. We have also bLeen working
o wome degree on chilovdane and benzene aeﬂachiorido, and ve

expect to do scme considerable work on Toxaphene There nay bhe
Infoymation which would be helpful in ¢ =sbau¢¢3nuag a btolerance on
Parathion, and in the case of DDT, 1f some oif the disagreement

can be resolved, it would seem - Lnat a tolerance could be get withe
cut too much diflficulty.

You referred to my visit to Germany and my »epcrt. I may say that
the latter vas originally comfidential, Lut It iz no lzt;er, and I
think 1t could be obtained in the usual nmanner Irom the T.E.A. in
tha prartmbnt of Commerces. Actually, however, what I learned in
connegctlion vwith insectlcides wvas of interest primarily i2 connection
witih thelr experimental development, not wilth matters related to
public health concerning 1i. The uermans were very active indeed
in developments that wouid lead to the manufacture of these products,
sut so far as I was able to find, they had not done. the toxilcologic
work that would reveal the signiflcanca of . low dosages over long
perlods of the .

I am very much Interested in what you have to say about the use

¢ DDT and Parathicon. The latter, in my opinion, is a very dan-
geroug material, wvhich should be hindled with a great deal more
care than. it has comonly been given. Whether uhcre is any
chronic effect, however, is unknown to me, and thls should.be
vorked out with great care. I would certainly, at some convenient
tine, 1f there ls any such time, like to be able to see the problem
that exists in the orchards, in the practical handlling of these
matevrials. I have had no experlence alceng this line, and I should
feel much better informed if I had been able to see lor mysell how
they are used and what happens. Any‘information that cones to
your attention on any aspects of the hazard of the practical use
of these materials in your area, would be of the greatest interest
tO .Ll.eo
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Mr. C. Z. Chase = (3) - August 2, 1949
Vith kindesi regards, » '». »
o Cordially yours ,o

o

;  TFobert A. Kehoe, M. D-
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