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Why We Say « "Font" of 'l'ype?

Back in the early days of prinfing, most of the work pro-
duced was of « religious nature. A great deal of the
printing ‘was dorie by monks, since established pr?ntlng
houses were few and faf between, and much of the & uip-
ment was made and kept in churches and monus(En:‘-.s.
Space was gt a premivm in these ecclesiastical print shej s,
-and the rhonks were caristantly beset with a stomge“pr\t
lem. Ne:essnry finally. nurtured invention, and they utilized
rathef unigue redeptacles for their-squi f ofihe
most efficient for holding type being the baptismal fént.

Perhaps: some of our more ucudemlc colleagues will
insist that font comes from the French, meaning cast or
flow; However, 'since prinfing is a very romantic art, its
history bietng: profusely colored with legend and fantasy,
we prefer the “bapfismal font” approach and feel you
might 100,

There may be two sides to the “font” quesfion, but
theje 5 only ‘one side to tlie question of top-quality tyge
metali Blatchford type metal is cledn, free-flowing and
low—drossmg ‘which means smoother operation, and more
emsigier hour, Stay on the right side of the type metal ques-
tion: by using’ Blatchford—it's the right answer.

NATIONAL LEAD COMPANY
Baltimore <+ Chicage < Cincinnali - 51, Louis
E. W, BLATCHFORD COMPANY, NEW YORK
NATIONAL LEAD COMPANY OF MASS., ROSTON

MORRIS P. KIRK & SON, INC., LOS ANGELES ,
AMERICAN LEAD CORPORATION, INDIANAPOLIS ~

Inland Printer, July, 1947
Trade Compositor, June and November, 1947

~ AMERICAN LEAD CORPORATION, INDIANAPOLIS

DO YOU KNOW...

How the Word “Pica™ Came into Use?

The original meaning of the word “pica” had nothing to
do- with printing. it stemmed from the Lafift and sigrifies
a species of bitds now known as the magpie.

Although there is no conclusive: evidence, there i an
lntereshng theery as fo why pica was adopted inte the
“printing trade. When' the ordinal, a set of ecclesiastical
rules, was first printed in England, the Latin-speaking
church dignitaties and monks were impressed by the
sharply contrasiing black and white appearance of the
printed pages. This i ﬂnpresslon brought to mind the famitiar
black and white magpie common fo England, and'led the
" monks-to apply the Lafin name of the bird 1o the religious
work. Somewhat later, pica was adopted as a fype size,
and it seems probable the ecclesiastic pica was printed
with a type sizé unfomiliar 1o the irade.

The word received no new application until 1896 when
the American Typogrophers Assn. chose the pica size
“m" of MacCellar, Smiths & Jordan as a 12 point standard.

Today very few of us would have occasion to use the
word pica in its old religious sense. The word has chianged.
However, the demand for sharp, clean type hos not
changed through the years. Your prime assurance of crisp,

clean work is good, clean type metal—Blatchford Metal. *

NATIONAL LEAD COMPANY
Balfimore * Chicage * Cincinnati < St Louis
E. W. BLATCHFORD COMPANY, NEW YORK

NATIONAL LEAD COMPANY OF MASS.,, BOSTON -

MORRIS P. KIRK & SON, INC., 105 ANGELES

Inland Printer, September, 1947
Trade Compositor, July and December, 1947
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How: the Term "Printer's: Bevil'” Originated?
Although there are several sfoﬁeé abaut 1!32
term “Printer's Devil”, the following one hias
spread acceptdne

5th century, when, piint

ius, @ poted Vedefian: printer, is Jited
ginator of ftalics;dn his day, books {both
werd rather devoiis, Redlizing the
1 esolved fo' perfect o
pact, yet justias readable as

heused the iclose, precise,
fithe:ftclian' poet, Pefrarch.

Inthe early
readers of:

I 1531 @ smiall. octhivo: edifioh. of Virgit- was published
in shis hew fage. Althidugh thise ad talies,in lower

tters onty, it

usiness. man as
fprivilege from

> éxclushve right

gingted and. first used in
tc‘{ly"\wus divern to it.

tant demand by
sncldsive proof
thd weican say
ssed this: test with
tchford has'béen supply-
YDt 'gdod  stuff,
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Baltimore - Chicago -+ - Ciiicinnati  « : St Louis
E. W. BLATCHEORD COMPANY, NEW: YORK
NATIONAL LEAD COMPANY OF MASS.,, EOSTOMN
MORRIS P. KIRK & SON, ING., 10§ i
AMERICAN LEAD GORFORATION, INDIANAFOLIS

Balfimere = Chicage. * Cincinhati -+ St Lovis
€. W. BLATCHFORD COMPAMNY, NEW YORK
NATIONAL LEAD: COMPANY: OF MASS.,, BOSTON
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AMERFCAN LEAD CORPORATION, INDIANAPOLIS
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Tnland Printer, November, 1947 )
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. Why a Point Is 1/72 of un Inch?

Unfil the middle of the 18th century, very little: was dane
fo stdndardize type size. What was a $t. Augustine for
one printer may hiavé been a Pica for anothigr, the numeri-
cal designation of fype sizes being unknown jn those days.

However, in 1737, Pierre Simon Fournier, acutely aware
of the need for standardization, developed asystem which
he proposed as a scale for fixing the sizes of common
type faces. He chose an arbitrary measurgment for his
scale, divided ¥ into 72 parts, and called the divisions
“points”. lack of scientific approach and a number of
variables {shrinkage of paper, etc.) prevented the scale
from ‘being mechanically accurafe, but it was a step in
the right divection.

Affer Fournier's death the system was developed further
by the French printer, Francois Ambroise Didot. He devised
a more.uni { unit of m nt, and also i duced
the numerical designation of fype size we use today.

Fournier crificized the printing conditions of his day,

and being a man of. iniﬁnﬁvg.‘anq!"gtcﬁon, did something _

abaut them. We at Blatchford bire ciffical foo—of our own
product and we also.do _is&ﬁéiﬁmg about i. Constant
expetimentation and analysis, done by skilled technicions,
assure you of a beiter type métdl—Blatchiord.

~NATIONAL LEAD COMPANY
Balfimore * Chicugo *+ Cincinhati * St Lovis
E. W. BLATCHFORD COMPANY, NEW YORK
NATIONAL LEAD COMPANY OF MASS., BOSTON
MORRIS P. KIRK & SON, INC., 105 ANGELES

AMERICAN LEAD CORPORATION, INDIANAPOLIS

Trade Composilor, October, 1947
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