nasty tendency W eod up and
remain in water, like tbe Great -
Lakes System, and beenuu
they pose a health hazacd of
MIIMIHIQ magnitude.
In retrospect it's unlfortunate
that PCBs have such induatrial
~ versaulity. Since their first
commercial production by
Industrisl G-mlenll
Lommy il the only
producec) n 1939, PCBs hlva
been utillzed in an_extensive
range of products. The Hat ia
nearly endless': paints,
sealants, printing inks, plastics,
hydraylie fluids, waxes,
adhesives, insulating wires, and
hundreds of other uses as well
a3 their major use as dielectric
fluids ia cnplclwu and
tranafort
Virtually mﬂhinl requiring
a durable, heat resiglant sud-
stance was a candidate for
wtilization. {n the United States
asione about 1.5 billion pounds
have been manulactured since
1929. About 500,000 pounds per
vear has nmuy been im-
porud About hall of this has
already entered the en-
vironment: (he other hall is
st} waiting
Discharge
How doen it gel into our lakes
and rmu" Ollu\ quite direct-
Iy s¢ lank~ga ar dieahsrge of &
man ncwrlng process tthy
well publicited Hudson River
PCB contamination by 2
General tric plant iy &
showcm :nmpll) Gmnlly

Bs »
dl(“ﬂlll 1] plmllll but no lm

an 1unl yard disposal
the PCBs from paiots,
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Persistent PCB’s

Lose Obscurity

Editer's Nots ~ The foces of
this series is o recestly
released wudy of the water
quality of Lakes
Huron kaewa 2t the Upper
Lakes Reference Growp
(ULRG) Repert, Disected by
the Interuational Jolat Com:
mission 144C), this stady wubk
its findlags aad recommen-
dationy could bave a siroag
influence ow ihe future of Lake
Superier water quluy masage
ment, Te dissemisate the cos-
teats of this Lmpertant report
and 10 help people prepare lor
the formal LJC bearing to be
held {n Superior on Juse 21, he
Sigurd  Olsos  Inutitnte  of
Northland College i Askinnd is
dicecting an tatensive may
workshop 1n the baliroom ob
the University of Mioaesoms-
Duinth campus bogianing at 1
pm. Tuesday. The public s
invited o this Ires program.

Federal Drug Administration’s
(FDA) mazimum allowable
Umit in Heh? Orwm the 2 ppm
Imll by Canada’s Department
nlanll Healtd and

Wll!
Wnll' stedy of medical

ppearing.

t'orlbleml Allen,
4 pathologist with the Universi-
ty ni Wisconsin-Madison

demonstrated
Ilul -m steady dkh m
trations as low as 3.3 ppm
PCBs induced mcn health
problems in rhesus monkeys,
which have metabolic pathways
similsr (o humans. His work
indicates that only slight
amounts of PCBe are required
to produce toxicity and
suggests athinking sale levels
of consum

pAlon.
Hw 'qupul
is PCB con-

Is
avallable by phoniag 1-215-726-
2N

In recent years lew en-
viroamental contaminanis have
caught the public attention a3
ﬂnmatleall) as PCBs -

Jorinated biphenyls — 8
Inn chemical family of

umun.um in lmm.m' Ame
7 survey revealed that of 3.500
samples of fat tissue I8
humans, 4% contained at lsast

pl sties or
cupacitors and transformers
slowly leak out and percolate
mmun the soils. Time is on
ide. Eventually most, if
of the chemical \ﬁll find
10 water. If not via the
mh. then through the -l-
monphere io be deposited wil
rain or snow.
in water PCBs may exist
leval.

[

tration in thg

water, From fish

PCBs move W humans.

tinal link in the (ood chain.
Why We

surrounding
and sesfoode

tion of PCBS Jo tish — the

%mm abacuri-

ty of a few v chemist’s notebooks
10 bold headlines in both the
ylolmlml and popular press.

chemical compounds

in use and with about :om

new pnes being

yur why hes INI nlvrl-
fens compound (ownd

lnlm'

With gver 100.008 eynthetio done’
currentl

an average
ppm. PCBa seem lo be
everywhere,
1l PCB3 cause 30 mwch Lrov-
ble, why 1sn't somathing being

1t l! but 1\ will take time. Ay
warly as 1971 when the dimen-
sions of the problem begen to
shape, Monssnto restricted
wale of PCBs to uses only in
closed electrical sylumm
Current production is used en-
urely in transformers and
npm e, Wi use of

the product is a thing o( he

past.
s Halt

Dymlu«olllw the 1977
Toxic Substances Control Act,
ail United Stale's production
must cesse by 1979 and all
distribution tecminate by mid-
1979. Even after that ime PCBs
nn bea pnilﬂu. Becsuse the
break
ﬂovn. nll Iluuu the
chemical U in Industria)
roducts \vnl Ion( service
ives, we can expect 0 har
about PCBe for 2 o ” mere
and e

years, The research
cleawup (where possidbie) M
Juss begwn.
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