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Your letter of april S0th,
file 132, concerning: corresyoudonss rel:tine Lo the
Illinois Jecupetiontl Digoases ..ct,.

48 you know, there tre sev-
eral cots in this entegory, the ons that we are ochiefly
soncernsd with in our correanondence is known as “The
Workmen's Uccupations) Diseases «ot", This act does not
require the rilrosds to furnish respirators or other /
devices to irotest 1ts employeea' heslth, but it does /
make the railroud lizble in eertsin umounta to those em- [
pluyees who contract occupationsl disenses., Furnishing o
the respirators and other devices will not eliminets or Z/
reduss the ruilroeds' liudility to those employecs who
contract occupational disemses, but they will reduce the /
likelinood of the employeas contracting such disenses 1
and will thereby reduce the likelihood of the rilroasds '/
heocoming lishle, Thse situution ie just the sunme s we
heve with respeet to safety devices :nd punrdine pﬂcn;nerh
The furnishing of aafety deviges snd suerdine machinery
doos not elimincte the reilrosd's livbility to ithose eme
ployees who become injured, btut it does reduce the likeli-
hood o?f employees becoming injured. ¥For the sane reason,
I feel thuat we should furnish the reapirators znd nnsks
that have been recomwnded 8o v to reduce the possibility
of our employees contraciine cocupttlonul discases fox
wiich we would Lecome licble under the uct.

~diitionel rules reloting to
the renwoval of dusts, vapors, fuaes or oeses from grind-
ing, buffi g nnd polishing operstions heve been drafted
and cypproved. Uhese cre sct forth in Gelleds @ireulsr
2733, dated Februsry l4ath, 1958, F.fede file 194l, und
referred 1o in vour letter to me of Februwry léth, file
1-832, “hese rules will eventucliy take the plaos of
the old Grindins, Dufring snd olishing Sunitation .ot
which went out of effect on ioreh lst, 1938, I do not
know just when thedos new rules will go into effect, but
1t will probebly be shout June 15th of this yesr. In the
meantime, thore 1s no law in effect relstins to the reo- j
moval of dusts, vapors, fumes or jpuses. When the rules //
do zo into efroot we will have to ;rovide the hoods snd
exhaust systems thet they reguire, or else we will be
violstin~ the law,

I think we should irxﬂéiﬂfely
provide the respirators..nd make recoinended by i, y

Sepiff st an catixted cost of {460e00...Thelir.cost is /

“only # fraetion of whut it mipght ocost us under the ocsu-

petional diseases wct 1I' one of our employeus was permanbni+
1y disabled by silicosis or snthracosis contrreted a8 @
result of bresthing duste while in our emnloy. I fecl] the
{nstelistion o ventilati s hoods and exheuws! gystewns ray
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Be doferr:d until the law requiria- their fastellation
adeg into 2¥lfeet, but in the neuntine ve should nuke a
study of swr rocuiremcal s to ey wiat wue <111 Love to
do to obey tae law und yet soend . ninimum umount of
nongy, i, senili sucests thet v contact the Gencrol 7
Hanegers! dssocistion to deternine the minimum require-"
nenta, The requirements, I think, asre definitely set
forth in Gl.l.A. cirveuley 2736 sbove referved to,.
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Chief Engincer




