(Suggested Latter)

Dear Congressman (or Senator)
* The Sencts Lobor ond Public Welifare Committae is now comidering several legisiative

proposcls dealing with the pmbloﬁ of elimineting the hczeﬁ of lead poisoning related to the
| nroéuct: of our indunr;'. Yeors ogo, the point industry made products conteining quantities
‘of lead pigments and eompeunds which,if ingested, especially by childran, could producs
fead ooisoning with its attendent hezardous effects. These products have not been manu-
foetired or sold by our industry for use on interior surfoces for more then 30 yu-n due to the
odvent of safer, more economical, non-toxic pigmnﬁ and ingredients.

The preblem stems from the fact that many loyers of. the oldertype paints are found in
substandard, poorly-maintained urban dwellings, %3eh children have access to when the
interior condition is such that peeling and flaking occurs. The matter is further compounded
by the high ineidlneg of a condition known as "pica”, a compulsion to eat non~food materials
such as dirt, wood, peint chips end plastsr, which oécuu frequantly omong the childran
inhahiting these dwallings. Modem inﬁrior peinﬁ are safe to use. Any paint product con-
taining mare than 1% leod is clearly lcbeled to prevent its use on interior surfoces of dwell-
ings inhabited by childran .

There are exterior paint preducfs co'meining lead which ore essential for the maintenance
end nreservation of residential os well a1 commercial structures. Thesa products are similarly
labeled and to restrict their use would be o serious detriment to the meintanance of property
in this ewﬁ;ry.

Dur industry has long supported and provided leodership for action designed to eliminate
the thraat of leod poisoning to children. Such legisiation, to be effective should be directed
toward the basic problem; namely, the removal of _ol_d_ paint containing more than 1% lead from

“exposed interior surfoces of dwellings, especially those inhabited by childran. To direct legisiation
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fowcrd‘ f-ho slimination of modern~day paints on exterior surfaces completely ignores the neture
of the problem while destroying a basic ond essential preduct for property maintencnce.

Your undorucn;ii; and wppa&, if such l.o'gislotion reaches the floor of Congress, is
sincarely requested. If you have ony questions on this subject, plecse feel free to write or
call me or if more convenient, Mr. Robert A. Roland, Executive Vics President, National
Point, Varnish and Lacquer Association, Washington, D. C. |

Sincerely,
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Decr Senator or Congressmon
Legisiation before the Senate Committes on Labor and Public Welfare may soon

reach the Floor of Congress for action. H. R. 19172, Lead-Based Paint Elimination
Act of 1970 and S. 3216, Lead Paint Poisoning Prevention Act, or amended voniom.
thereof, are presently being corsidered. Wo. support the &iodiv« of this legisiation,
however, we urge that it be restricted to the real couse of lead poisoning; nomely,
old paint containing more than 1% lead, generally found in pooriy-maintained or

’ subs.fcndcd housing. Modern interior paints are safe and properly lobelad. Exterior
paints are properiy lobeled and not related to this problem. Restrictions on exterior
paint peﬂueh will seriously affect minhﬁon_u of dwellings and structures ond in

no way assist us in eliminating the basic problem.

Roq;mt your consideration and support for proposals r.ceogni:ing this distinction. -
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