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Soma Quastions and Ankweys corceraing Bulletin Covar Etory

-mXe_there a Liller in your hewe™, July &, 1%74.
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Vate Avttsalisn Blue Aadbeatos Poy, Ltd,, m:i C.5.Y. avare
Ehat & direct Teletionship was provea berween crocidolite,
“er Lizc ssbesten and # ruch TAYOE cancer cellcd megotheifoma®
Iu the early 1960%s up to tha clomoe of Uittetoms Sn 19661
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The usdical Ycersture refurs o ’kacmr's papar in

- 1963 a3 the First to puZgest a relatm sehip im!.«m &sbeatos

LxXpasCre And piwul syxctieldoma, | Ar & neeting of the

Nox York Icodersy of Science ,mu:.»ma in Decerer 31965,
| coumfderally wore ovidence mctgm. alrho.q,h there was atul
It was rot untf) 1969 thet the firat

%ealth rejulatory amuthorftion {in ths ‘.'.. o) tirhitened up ~

»7. -regulatfons poverning the hepdling of ms&eaws. i

LUme CORTLrovelay.

£26 w lobourer dic of mesotholioma ut Wittemoos far 15602

. ‘o fu 1961, lezn! aeaot‘mitmn c.msed the dmth o!.' £ wEp
who had worked fn the mill fron 1947 to IN6E. The case
vas described by br. clulty o the Yadicu) Jovraul of
Austrelia in 1962, '

Did we Suow of thie?

¥a Zawno cvidence 3t prescut t_'im'c A k.4, ware " ald of this
&t the time. A zearch fe beiug wmede of A 5.4, Yucords
whifcl Lave Lecn stored at Cotteslos Heslnery,
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Vus by. HeRulty ".xwuye on {the Coy‘s) back™?

Ao

©_ 1t fs& probably fafir to aay that #xcuulcy v.w a:w,m on th-xr
backa’ itk reapest to the gemrdiy Juaty cm&llttm at
Vitesuoon., - Howaver, Modulty o‘{ tha VW.A, bLeparinent ©
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7 natuore of the dust and difffculties of mnintenance. .

do

Fulale denint, aud Lhe okler groups ¢ouncerncd sucii ax Che

Mince T.epartaent mud ti_:c State Covefnm:a: Insurance Offlee-

wn.umly concerned with fwpreving the duss reducing

owcasured with{no the goeverslly accaptad standaxds ¢l thnt

rioe with respoct to asluoxtosic, -

What were the contacts by fheas proups vith Wittencon?

There ware-peviodic visits by varfous DepartEsst ofﬂi;u '

Ius;mctor-:ﬂ -

exsxined and :-rvayed befory befug eaployed.

* o et

from 1948 the W.A. Departeent of Heslth
frtroduced a systex vhersty each cuew esployee was sodiceily

Ewazy ;yc!,wc

sonths & wobile clinfc winited the wine and every employe«
Any prewsncosiosis cases (Includes asbestosis)

vas x-Tayed.,

Vitzenoox's bistoiy.
*fostillsd fu the old mill pricr to St closure S5 the late
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‘A

D-M A.B.4, take Dotice .nf thawe rcm&ncadaciocd

_ verpe a&vtud by lisaler Dmxmc and 1labilicy vas vested
£n t:h- sun Govarmn: !uurmr.c oftice.

' Yes, thers vers continuing inprovements duting the CRutseof

Dust collaction eyatews ware

1950"= and vera Built fnto the mev nili vhich opensd in
195%.. - However there woere d1fffculties duu to the abrasive

.
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tCere duat msurmt'a sade a4t Wittenoom?.

Yean. ~To saxrly 1963 & full tt;a mrﬂct_iuml officar

‘was appeintad whose dutien Sncluded thta An expert frow

the Schoel eof Mlta_c Heglth, Sydaey, alsc sureecyod ths nine

and mil} fIn 1964.

This work €44 shov hizh concentrations
of «zbestos dust In air in she wilX,. Xespirators ware"

. $sauad ko ai) enployecs st apc:at.!.na stations fn the lu&.'i.&

dr.ungh the Hiaat mu«: mtr uKe.

«

N




Q.

&’

’.

Ciw vhat way do Floes Separewent £4les Thardky aupport”
€LSRs .tnciﬂ'r_nm: thiee 4t Jid evirything that was

‘ regoumandedy

A gearcll e beind made of 2.8.4%'c recorss far aperific.
coxvespondence o fhia,  dowever, Jtscvasions with "_
C.$5.R. staff forverly esployod at Wittenoon fndfcate that
tiwe the nili and nioe worked unier close Coveranent .
eoa union fuspeoticny ans chat Abh.A. enforged the Rindng

act »nd the controle swier It o the Idntt. ™% SR T

-

£id the htuew Jeparteent {ta. Boylend) threstesn to cliosa

. the M?

- €.3.R e2alf who formerly wo.x-:kcd-lu Virzeuoom balievad tiat

1f theatne d1d sotaccord witl Covernwent stastards &t
could be atmt dowr &t any tie. A mesych of A.B.A's
records should reveal any corvespondence oo this wmatter,

*
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hzs C.S.K. vexiss in carryiss; on tining sporutions at

Witgenoom (as Mall’s seticle lofera) fn the 14ght of the
aargers of blue aehestos o caunsing xesothelfona?

It &= unly fa the laat tw yoaxs thnt. the pmiculxt dnugexa

) of blua asbastes vith respact o mwt.hd:[m are becmzng

gederally accepted.

Ever: ko, Lhere fa ST11) soke controversy over the question
of dose-responac and the types of aslestes responaible.

| The catter Is not ac cut #nd dried as Hall's artfcie sugiests.

In the gkt of today's knovlesge, it vould have beeo remfes,

but at the time botk the éngyany and the Cowsrnment i

regulatory suthoritiss ware endeaveoring o work withiu
lieits set with TEspECT :o-nbén_t.o;u. which ate_vary

LT W o .

éiffarest from toose viich would apyly todey with reepect

Lo wasothalfows, - - ks s
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fowamat e,

¢ fe 1L zrue fhat of &1 aes coun by rodwity (s L oderence
1¢ Iu 1900) 14 Sled {of wcuctiwliana}?

A, | No, in the context of ifall'e article It i growely
u.idaa&mf, The figurcy coze fyow a papet prosepted

' by Mcliulty % fev years gro. Of & zotul of 103 men ‘;eho -
worked at Vittesoom sné who bave developed poousscenfosis,
4} wero w13l workers vho had not worked underground oy

* {n other sfueg. Of thesg i& have died ;u_u_c:mg‘nly OBt .

fror scaotheifora and one from amother LyTe of iung csvcer,

a. Vhat are the :arrect. facts vith raspect to deathe frow
‘mesotheliona of pacple forvarly employed &t Uittenoocal

&. - A copy of & Feport grites In 1573 by br. P. Naguire,

T medigsl officex of She W.A. Mioew Department ssys that
theare xre 142 casex of asbestosts and sflicosin/asbearosia
&né aix cazoe of mesotheliona anougsl’ people who Lave
worked at Wittemoom. A total of 27 mep are known to have
aled, fncluding 5 from mesorhelions and 7 from other eug

- caneer, . .

L]

Qf the five knoun to have died from mssotheliome one was
the case diagnosed fn (560 who dlod fu 1961.  Ths others
' '.hr_wi besn diaguosed afnce 1989, Tha time dntervai fron
axpozere to blue asbestos and death vae froa 13 t;o 22 yuri.

e " Are 10 to 15 perceat of the 20,000 people vho worked
at Ux_:tw at one tine of suother 1ikely to congrace
. pwcmm a4 dall sugpestal -
ke ' Thaxe 16 inssffictent kiowiedge for anyone to m_wm" '
. 2 puesa. & 3973 raport from South Africe (i only

- - other countyy which has ‘cm&rchny produced hléa__u!;_éuu)
e ahove 232 reporced coses of cosoticilows. 78 of thees

~ - a
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e cxposare te blue asbestos from mining operations,
Sourh Africa haz hoen prc&ucm\g'!;lw_ ashestos since 1919

. m&:'ac & yate 1;1 excenes of 30,000 tons per year wince 1958,
Compare Wittenoom's production rate of between 10, GOG 1o
43,000 tons snaually between 19581966, '

What 18 being done to £md Qut Haw sany pwple ewp.’wyo&
at Wittenoom might contract mesolhokfirmma?.

- T
P LN -t

‘Profescor Hichmel Iobbe, Associate I'rofeasor of Epideniology
_and Social Medicine av: the ﬂniverur.y of Western Australia

$a corrying oot & survey on health prodlems sasociated with

people ﬁoxkuxg with asbostor, in parviculary w’_.‘th respect to .
. people who have worked ac Wittenoom, Hobbs hae told us

that C.8.R. (chrough Mr. Ledth $n Perth Office) had been moat

co-operative sud helpful by makiug personnel records

¥ mvailable. .- Dr. Smythe {C.S.R. Research) £s visiting Percn”

. ou 8th July to dtecuss our fuﬂ:her stpport of Profegeacy Hobhyg!
.work with hin,

*

. n Ia C.8.R, daiﬁg anything to aguist enplovees who worked

. ot Wittesoon vho ave wouw suffering or are likely to autfer
fron mesothellowal

- 48 8 aatzer of course. A-BA, Pt-:);.. Ltd. (the operating
company of rhe day) hes mot fts full legal oblfgatinas
to any employess suffering as a proven yesult of service
4% Vititenoow. Compensaticn is hatdied by ths H.A.
Governuent Insursnce Office under f.A. Iaw, Whatever
tases have coe to our knowledge we have ssefsted In thé
course of events to belp people obioin m&um
The mattar ¢ of coutinping concera tO ua becausae of the
poasibilicy of pew ceses arieing. We sould m&ﬂy
45 whatever we could to nssist people abtain mm;tiw? _

-

Wittenocy ming., . - -

vhera & condition was clearly actributable to x&rﬂu_gt_ i
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"y A, #o blue asbeatos {3 belag uaed Lo soy C.5.R. oparylivedenit;: LG Y
e : : swday, = Other asbestos, malnly chrysotile su! «kabiop’i™
i : quantiTicx of sxoceite, are heing usad Lo Uunéerdich

A ..,

facrorian !m_: cha rraduction of ssbeatos c&cnt..:mnr_ CoFa e
at Cotcord for the production of vicyl floar LLlEwang e o TE *
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#mall quangities for eome fofntivy ceurnts for Cyprock.—iel -
Tiene typen of asteatos are concidered Josa danperodenehdy pv. Pust
cxocldolite (rlue Asle8L08) il L opws 30 senthalfemdirt & Pilergy
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Q. . VEiac prmutt&m are b¢$n1.. takcu e thcue fuctorics ta
proi¢ . winloyeven? _

YeppreLs & daat

; Ay . Xnothe Panteridch facterles there T Lece & coptimmaRoy sy oL Wl
F ( T o " ‘ ih;uén wieh the Departuant of Labost and IndustTy «5d the .
| biviuton of Uccujationsl Gealth to Impyove dust oXdi@efion - -+ W7
- - L. and cm:u‘éi squipuent to cosure that aoy asbaston EAbERF A LILESE &5,

. - " in tte wort vlacae iz kept 't pu acteptodle level fis- L fws b o doe nTOKL
vitk that nov reconrended by the Sutiors) lLealth spdREEh .1 A€ ¥
Fedical feseavel. Conncdd of Auntralic. & 2T X L odre W

PEETY T

. _ ok ood ¢ Foeclt
. Tazufar dust Jevel detetminations ave «arried out uader
. the cupervisfon of & staff offfcer vho is responsible
Err sivising on  gesnersl fodustrial hyr,tcné. Troms s naidio b
PP X e
A wfadlog a.{:uct.toz. ynm&}.a ot Corcerd and s propras Fdrx 0 ~mi
---.un:i:cr Luprovewents te dust control ucasures umehw«f or X ik
Q. I» chere Toos fof twprovecent fn C.5.B's stacdards 524 pe: ¢ 5 v
occupstional Lyglens tn its r:amy- factordice? Jwar Bi wdi e
Ao ] . i’u. alittwough the cowpany hae slunys baen ¢oucornsd £o .
T operate 1ts focrorfes within the accopted standarde &F =~ W&~ - &¢
' the duy, there 1o scope for the appointucnt of ar Indidibrdef 7 Cue T
A HygSene Offfeex To 9ve Avice aud recoramcudscfons - oI T TS .
. ST N ooncurcing oul work place condiftons Sn tho vide :'-;nge o&-;_ L * '
. operatfons C.5.R. Lo fuvolved in ‘today. This makter’ -
T 1a befinpg curvently wmmﬂ - o
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