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CALCIUM CARBONATE EXTENDER IN HOUSE PAINT

In Memorandum Report #M-101 dated March 19, 1947 paints pre­
pared at the Philadelphia laboratory with calcium carbonate and other 
calcium extenders are described in respect to their initial properties. 
It is stated in that report that somewhat poorer brushing is obtained 
from paints containing calcium carbonate but that the difficulty could 
probably be corrected by use of a false bodying agent.

A series of paints with calcium carbonate extender has been 
obtained from the Pigments Department for exposure in Texas on yellow 
pine in Series #9494* These paints are from the Pigments Department 
Exposure Series #Si>33, a copy of the exposure memorandum being in the 
Philadelphia Laboratory file.

The paints were tested for thinner content, brushing, level­
ing, visual gloss, A.S.T.M. gloss'and hiding by the Pigments Depart­
ment. A number of the paints are described as having good brushing.

In order to check this conclusion, four selected paints from 
Series #9494 have been brushed out in the laboratory. Paint #2, in 
which calcium carbonate is used as the extender in a high oil vehicle, 
is found to have very good application properties. This indicates 
that brushing will not be a difficulty if exposure series now in pro­
gress show the use of calcium carbonate to be desirable. Two paints 
with the oil saving vehicle which are reported as having good brushing 
in the Pigments Department *.s memora^pm show only fair brushing accord­
ing to our standards and show the usual drag on lapping in after five 
minutes. This is an effect of the oil saving vehicle rather than 
calcium carbonate.

The four paints are listed in the attached table together 
with original data reported by the Pigments Department and our observa­
tions on brushing.
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