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Mr . Wm. T. Blak e ,  Commission er ,
The I n d u s t r i a l  Commission  o f  Oh io,
Bu i l d i n g .

Boar  Mr . Blak e :

The o r i g i n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  in  t h i s  c la im  was f i l e d  on Ju l y  20, 1928. 
Claim an t  a l l e g e d  he was su f f e r i n g  from what  t h e  d o ct o r s d e sc r ib e d  
a t  t h a t  t ime a s p e r ip h e r a l  n e u r i t i s .  He c la im ed  t h s co n d i t io n  came 
ah ou t  as a r e su l t  o f h i s  work w h ile  m ach in in g t e s t  s t e e l  b a r s be­
tween  May; 27, 1926 and A p r i l  1, 1928. The c la im  was i n v e sti ga t e d  
by our  Can ton  Branch  O f f i c e  man ager .

On November 13, 1928 th e Commission  r e fe r r e d  th e c laim  t o  Dr . Obetz 
f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and r e p o r t .  Dr. Obetz v i s i t e d  t h e p la n t  and w i t ­
n e sse d  the o p e r a t io n s in  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y ,  ana reviewed a l l  the p r oo f 
i n c lu d in g  t h e m ed ical  p r oof on f i l e  a t  t h a t  t im e .  Dr . Obetz r e c ­
ommended d isa l lo w an ce  of t h e c la im  in  a f u l l ,  w r i t te n  r ev iew , f o r  the 
r e aso n  t h a t  th e c la im an t ’ s d i s a b i l i t y  was not  t h e re su l t  o f an y  oc­
c u p a t io n a l  d i se a se  a r i s i n g  ou t  o f h i s  employment . On Jan u ar y  8, 1929 
c la im  was den ied  by t h e Commission  fo r  t h e r eason  th a t  the p r o o f 
f a i l e d  to show t h a t  t h e c l a im a n t ’ s d i s a b i l i t y  was th e r e su l t  o f  a 
com pen sab le occu p a t io n a l  d i se a se .

On August  7, 1935 t h e c la im an t  f i l e d  an  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  m o d i f i ca t i o n  
o f a , a r d  accompan ied by co n sid e r ab le  m ed ica l  p r oo f in c lu d in g a c l i n ­
i c a l  d i a gn o si s  made a t  The Mayo C l i n i c ,  where t h e cl a im a n t ’ s l e g s  
were amputa t e a .  The p r oof was t h en  r ev iew ed  by our  Le ga l  Depar tmen t  
and a st at em en t  o f  f a c t s  p r e p ar e d .  A h ear in g was had b e fo r e  t h e 
Commission  on October  22, 1935 on t h i s  st a t em en t  o f f a c t s ,  wh ich  in -  
c lu d ea a review  o f a i l  t .;e p r oo f up to d a t e .  j

The r e fe r e e  h e ar in g t h e case  b e fo r e  t h e Commission  d i sc u sse d  t h i s  
c a se  w i t h  Dr . Obetz and Dr . Hayhuist on numerous o c c as io n s.  Doctor  
Obetz p r epar ed  a secon d w r i t t e n  r eview  o f th e b ase  a f t e r  c o n fe r r in g  
w i t h  D r .H ayh u r st .  Dr . Obetz f e l t  t h at  th e exp osu r e  was ver y  s l i g h t  
an a so m ild  a s  not  t o  have a f fe c t e d  t h e c l a im a n t ’ s p r e - e x i s t i n g  
v a sc u l a r  d i se a se  o f  h i s  b lood v e s s e l s .

H r .  Sa in  o f  our  Sa fe t y  Depar tmen t  v i s i t e d  t h e p la n t of the employer  
and w i t n essed  t h e v a r io u s o p e r a t i o n s per formed by th e  c la im an t  in  ' 
t h e  l ab o r a t o r y  o f  th e employin g company. lie f e l t t ha t  t h e o p e r a t io n  
r e q u i r e d  t h e u se  of such  m in u te q u a n t i t i e s  of le ad  a s n ot  t o  h ave 
a f f e c t e d  c l a im a n t ’s p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n .

T h is c la im an t  was fu r t h e r  d i sc u sse d  w it h  a l l  t h r ee  members o f the 
Commission , Mr. Gr egory bein g con su l t e d  on t h r ee  o c ca sio n s.  An 
o r d e r  was p laced  on the c la im  on December 31, 1935, d i sa l lo w in g 
c l a i m ,  and d i sm iss in g  the a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  m o d i f i c a ti o n  of award 
f i ^ e d  August  7, 1935, f o r  t h e r eason  t h a t  th e p r oo f ind ica t e d  t h a t
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i f  t n e c la im an t  su f fe r e d  any exposu r e  a t  a l l  t o  lead p o iso n in g,  
i t  v.as so s l i g h t  in  i t s  n at u r e  t h a t  i t  cou ld  n ot  po ss i b l e  have 
a f f e c t e d  h i s  conceded p r e - e x i s t i n g  co n d i t i o n .  Fu r therm or e, 
th e p r oo f i n d i c a t e s t h at  i t  h as n ever  been  d e f i n i t el y  e s t a b l i sh e d  
t h a t  t h e c la im an t  d id  a t  an y t im e s u f f e r  from lead  p o iso n in g.
Tne o r i g  n a l  con d i t ion  vrns d e sc r ib e d  a s  "p e r ip h e r al  n e u r i t i s " ,  wh i l  
some of the o t h er  symptoms su gge st e d  a r e  not  u n u su al ,  o r  i f  so ,  
common t o  many o t h e r  t ypes, o f  d i se a se .

Very t r u l y  you r s,

G. K. THUNICK, GIAIMS REF3RE3
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