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Reaching a science-informed wide PFAS restriction will depend on inputs from all stakeholders

‘The upcoming restriction on PFAS, foreseen to be published in February 2023, could set a precedent for
many othe restrictionstargeting groups of substances. Therefore, JEERFed on downstream users
Kobrin ther tao ole, i electedrgecon FPG Coloration lrWorchopwi e100 vk December 202: We re NYMAE 0oe0 Er
esrhtworker Clan he only anv. Noa Bete neyndFees, bt 850Wi Gout rs. we eed 0 nderand where sKemaes ex, hereras re culo ators, abot nc 3 esctondame

hoSota Broceio. try mportot obs srcionangood mormaton. To 3
Forefh cot 4 wholne
Atha the resin ross to be publ eycnucnddota ct
PFS stil have tme to provide much needed data in 2023.[ENE
06 GROW, European Commissonerinde ho here revo Ei
orcs where sterldr ove chance to provi esd
Juropean Chemicals Agency (ECHA), clarified tha this is why ECHA intends to pre-publish theoer cat erinoelehan acon 5 mats 0 sai ne peril impact

repr hl nt The fs manulnatn for he coming4 est
Treen0 52 March 202. Toe 60-dy pl conslanoc il hei ar CHSCommies fo So<canamic Anyi as repre rf opin aes on te nts rcene
Given the complexityofthe ile due to the number of PFAS and uses inscopeJERR not ule out
he eo sadist 4 nok sigs
Anema resin popes?
er i aconese forPEAS ese. wht shou sch a ese
ve +Craps Pucropotymers Produc rou FPG) pu osard an

Freitor tarapobmers, son ecenty ples
Restor Management Opa Aly t concucds tht the ree pion i between



REACH restriction that includes a broad derogationto allow continued manufacture and use of
fluoropolymers (one type of PFAS), supplemented by a Voluntary Industry Initiative which guarantees
that industry will address concerns relzted to their manufacture and use. This option also foresees an
update of the existing EU rules on the recycling of fluoropolymer products and articles.

A ban on all PFAS would impact sectors beyond the chemical industry

The complexityof supply chains should not be underestimated

PFAS are used across many value chains so mapping all oftheir uses is a complex task. Moreover, PFAS
are used in many applications critical for the achievement of the European Green Deal goals. for
example, PFAS are integral to the hydrogen value chain, not only for the production of fuel cells and
electrolysers, but also its distribution and storage.

Where the automotive industry is concerned, car manufacturers are mainly responsible for assembling
the car. 80% of the car parts come from the supply chain. Even with the International Material Data
System (IMDS) in place~a 100! used to track materials used alongthevalue chain ~ not 100% of “the
chemicals recipe” can be given away due to intellectual property rights.

Finding alternatives s difficult

A comprehensive mapping of the use of PFAS in medical devices revealed that PFAS are used in a wide
range of critical medical technologies. PFAS offer a combination of propertiessuchaschemical and heat
resistance, lubrication, biocompatibility, and durability that makes them the only existing chemical for
use in many applications. Altematives are not always available and, in certain cases, are other PFAS.
When considering a transition toa potential non-PFAS alternative, itis important to consider patient
well-being, and the timeline and requirements under sectoral legislation. Similar situations apply to
water and waste-water treatment, and for the refrigeration, ar conditioning and heat pump sector, just
to lista few examples.

The collaboration spirit is high

During the workshop, al parties acknowledged that the wide PFAS restriction is unprecedented in its
number of covered substances and use categories. Representatives of national competent authorities.
reiterated their call to everybody concerned to participatein al upcoming consultations. Industry.
representatives raised many questionson timing, potential derogations, awareness on PFAS through the
valuechain and stand ready to continue feeding information into the process.

To conclude, only a good collaboration between all parties will allow the wide PFAS restriction to be
optimally informed, balanced and addressing the public concerns, whilst taking into account the.
exemptions our society needs.

Additional information available on U-drive:
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