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suUBJECT: ECONOMIC IMPACT OF PROPOSED ASBESTOS STANDARDS

In reviewing the draft of the report of the Asbestos Standard Task
Force, I am somewhat concerned that the jred i stment at

Erie 16th Streetfnax-hﬁ-nn_E;S_lgﬁ-iié_. The proposed permissable - -
exposure level of 0.5 fibers/cc is extremely low. It has been my .. .-
experience, in other areas of dust collection, that the lower the ..

limit becomes, the higher the capital investment following she aws
of diminishing returns. ERTAE TS

It is my concern that as the major areas are brought under~Eént gli:fl
and meet permissable exposure levels, it will become apparent that
other areas will also need dust control. I do not have the initial

dust count reports and it could be that some qt ob ssificg-
tions, that are not routinely sampled, may requir i °
exposure levels. s
) p ev ls /"‘V
. The increased cost resulting from the new loweped standard would
. have qglx_g%ggmgl_gffg;;_on the Erie 16th Stp€et operation. The
' total annual cost increase, both for depreciation and for Jincreased
— | operating costs, is in the neighborhoGHEFFTIEE:QQQBEg;_%§ar. This
\ results in about aﬂMmm%EMN uc at has an
average standard cost of over $300.00, 1s resultingﬂkzlgsgj—&&-.:"'
| cost increment should not have any adverse effect on tRe opfration
t of the plant. Although these costs cannot be absorbed, I am sure

they. co :
S
I mightp ot

on within the marketplace.

cost increase is negligible compared to the
that we are experiencing.

’,:’. - y . s b
I ddfhot”i;QV; 1§ Sdlstitute materials that could be used for asbes-
tos in our products, although some may exist. It is questionable
that a comparable product could be made without the use of asbestos.

At present, a substitute for asbestos roofing felt is available in
the iorm of Elass matt. As I understand it, the cost i¥& somewhat

i thap t aper but there is a continuing increase
in the use of this material for roofing. -
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SUBJECT: ECONOMIC IMPACT OF PROPOSED ASBESTOS STANDARDS

With the type of products we are producing, I do not believe that the
end user would have difficulty meeting exposure levels so I would not
anticipate a declining market for that reason.

In general, 1 feel that the additional costs would have very little
effect on the Erie 16th Street operation either directly or through

a declining market.
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