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Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corp.

\.
717 - Sth Avenue QT%Ea
New York City, New York ’d \ '

ATTENTION: MR. JOHN VYRBURG

Dear Mr. Vyrburg,

Your branch office on Wayzata Blvd. in Minneapolis has
referred me to you regarding information concerning Kaylo
Pipe Insulation.

We were the Workmens Compensation insurers for insureds
known as Insul, Inc. in Minneapolis. They, we are informed,
used your product known as Kaylo Pipe Insulation which I
understand is a.magnesia type pipe covering. They also,
used your fiberglas pipe covering. 1Insul Inc. employed a
Fred Herkal from May, 1960 until August, 1961 when he
terminated his employment. He subsequently worked for six
different employers. 1In October, 1967 Mr. Herkal succumbded
to a lung condition alledgedly caused by asbestosis. The
widow has filed an action against the seven employers making
us one of the defendants.

We would like to know the composition of the magnesia type
insulation and a breakdown by percentage of the componets.
Any pertinent informatIon concerning the magnesia type and
fiberglas insulation will be appreciated. Thank you for your
cooperation. '

Very truly yours,

UNITED FIRE & CASUALTY COMPANY

Do ol

wMinnesota Claims Manager

pt



Harch 25, 1969

Nr. W, J, ilahn
United Fire and Casualty Co,
4330 W, 77th Se,

dinneapolis, 4inn, 55435

-

Dear HAr, Hahng

Your lettar of :farch 18, 1369 to John Vyverberg
of our New York office nas been referred to =8 for- reply,

Enclosed are szevera}l teports of zedical research studiea
and investizations that were conducted for the purpose of
deteraining the blological effects of exposure to fibrous
glass particles,
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Fibrous glass nas not dezonstrated, during the past
thirey years, that it has properties that cause lung disease,
1t does not cause asbestosis and, to our knovledse, no case of
silicosis has resulted from éxposure to alr-borne fidrous glass,
Thislast statement frequently surprises those who are unfeailiap
with the physical structure and cheaical aakeup of zlass,

Glass {s a s{licate and does not contain free s{lica, 35{l4ica
does cause eilicosls, Clasa is azxorphous, whereas g{l{ca and
asbestcs are crystalline in strtuctura, Tne crystalline zatertals
have been showvn to be more pathogenic than the azorphous
substances, Most of the fragmented and atr-borne 8lass particles
from the z1a3s insulations are too large to soter toe lungs,
1f the particles cannot eater tha lun3s, tney cannot cause lung
disexse, Oa the other hand, should the glacs particles be nilled or
iapinzed to fora very scall particles canable of befag inspired by
laboratory anizmals (see "Glass Dust: A Study of Its Biolonle
Effeces™, page 34722, Sur=ary and Conclustoas), no serious lung or
bronch{sl dlsease vas deaonstrated,

’ -



.ééjé; Nt W, J. Haho -2 darch 25, 1969

FaN
. .

Therefora, exposure to fibrous glass can be dismissed
as being a contriduting factor in this case,

Did Mr. Berkal actuslly handle or Install Kaylo or other
asbestos contafning products durlog the perfod froa May, 1960
to August, 19617 1If so, how much of his tine was spent with these
products and vas he subjected to high concentrati{ons of dust?
ObjJective symptocs of asbestosis are seldoa denonstrable in less

than 12 to 15 years of exposure and may require as much as
30 to 35 years,

'Kaylo {3 a’hydrous calcium silicate containing approximately
15X asbestos. The asbestos 1g contained 1o the calcium s{licate
/ndﬂaylcatcrfxl and very little of the asbestos fiber will be released

except vhen the product 3 saved in,o desired snape$ or stripped
from pipes, bdoilers, etc.

A typlcal coxpos{tion is: quicklizme, tripolf, diatoaite,
clay, calciwm chloride and asbestos, These zaterials are alxed
. with water and then indurated ig an autoclave at 400°F and
( (h' 250 p.s.i, for three hours,
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If there are additfonal questions, please call or write,

Siancarely,

F, H, Edvards
Director of Health § Hyglene

FUE/sa
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