Jan. 29, 1974
SCMMARY OF DISCUSSTONS WITH ICT iEPRESENTATIVES Jan. 28/29

BEMGZ to Dr, David Duffield 11:00 ESDT (16:00 U.X,) Jan 28, 1974

BFG would be willing to send a represeantative to Europe to convey directly our
facts congerning the Louisville cases to encourage broader participation by
them and especially the German PYC producers in the epideminlogical study,

BFG would in particular welcome an exchange with the European PVC producers
on work prattices, epuipment and analytical metheds for reducing worker exposure
to vinvl chloride in production plants,

Dr. Duffield welconed this offer and stated that Don Elliott, Production Manager
of the MOND Bivision had met with Dr, Frieseleben of Wackerchemie while he and
Dr. A.W. Baranes, General Manager, were in Washington for the MCA meeting,

Dr. Frieseleban welcomed the advance informatioa from BFC and ret:urned to
Germany to redouble their efforts to develop some type of epidemiodogical data
in their plants as well as those of Hoechst(S50% owners of Wackercheanie) and
Chemischewerke Huels, Fe was also going to try again to bring BASF and Dynamit
Nobel into some type of cooperation.

Don Elliott, Production MHanager, MCND would bty our contact for response to the offer,

Don Ellintt to B*GZ 11:30 ESDT (25:30 U.K.) Jan, 29, 1974

Dr. Frieseleben immediately accapted for Wackerchemie (and probably Hoechst),
Ee yould poll the others but encouraged ICI to make the arrangements,

Dr, Frieseleben outlined the German problem for epidemiology--medical certification

of death is a private document by law, restricted to the attendin< physiciza anid
the hospital, However they are making progress in their own plant areas vith the
physicians and hope to come up with some useful information in due course,

Some dates were requested from EFG which could be used by ICI in setting up a
seminar meeting during February. ICI would like to invite at least Solvay
in adcition to the German FVC industry.

There have been some press reactions this week, especially in The Morning Sun,

a London nevapaper alleged to be Communist inspired, ICI is now wnrking on their
own press release and will communicate it to us when we respond &oday with the
suggested dates for the VCM Seminar. (This will te late because of a dinner.)

BMGZ to Don Elliott 28:10 ESDT (1310 U,K. 1/30) Jan, 29, 1974

Don Elliott dictated the attached ICI News Release,

Preference dates for the Seminar were Thurs. and Fri, Feb, 21-22 or Men.mand Tues,
2/25-26, immediately after the MCA Vinyl Choride ¥onomer Task Force meeting in
Chicago Feb, 19-20. Blliott confirmed that Dr. Nuffield and protably another
ICI representative would be at the latter meeting,

BFG agrees to invite others at the disceetinn of ICI to the Seminar, In additien
to Solvay, we suggested the other narticipants in the Suropean animal study--
Rhene=Progil and Mcntedison. Both of us had thought of at least one Schndinavian
representative, which couléd include Leaza if Chemanord vere to come,

At this time the Seminar would avoid medical peers since we are fully engaged

at home, but we would have some type of medical pass out for attendees anéd their
sponsors, A subsequent medical Seminar prior to the Florence ICR meeting is
probable, This Seminar would focus on what we cai in t- kelp each citer limit
worker exposure., Attached are items BFG sugzgests for possible inclusion in Azenda,
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B Dateline 26:00 U.K, time Jan, 29, 1974
(1:00 pem, EDST)
RELEASE TO NATIONAL PRESS, UNTTED KINGIOM

by ICI LIMITED LONDON, England
TCI IN COLLABORATION WITR MANV OTHER COMPANTES IN THE WOKLD-FIDE PLASTICS INDUSTRY

EAVE BEEN STUDYING. THE POSSIBILITY THAT THERE MIGRT BE A CANCER RISK FROM VINYL CELORIDE
MONOMER, AN INTERMEDIATE IN THE MANUFACTUS CF PV, ONE CF THE WORLD'S MOST EXTENSIVELY
USED PLASTIC.

SEARCHES OF THE RECOKDS OF ITS OWN EPLOYEES T0 THE END OF 1972 DISCLOSED NO INDICATION

OF SUCH A RISK., ICI HAD CONTINUED TO SPONSOR LABIRATCEY WORK WITHIN AND OUTSIDE THE
COMPANY AND TOOK STEPS TO EXAMINE AND $0 STILL FURTHER REDUCE EXPOSUZE LEV:iLS IN ITS PLANTS,

IN THE LAST FEW DAYS AN A.JERICAN COMPANY WHICH I'AS ALSO BEEN INVESTIGATING CASES OF
DEATH AMONG ITS EMPLOYEES HAS TRACED FOUK CASES OF A RARK FORM OF LIVER CANCER WHICH
MIGYT BE CONNECTED WITH THE EMPLOYEE'S ¥ORK IN ONE OF ITS PLANTS W'ICH USES VINYL
CHLCRIDE MONOMER, THESE CASES ARE STILL UNDER INTENSIVE INVESTICATION BUT ICI HAS TAKEN
STEPS TO INFORM GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS, THE TUC, ITS CNM WOKKERS AND ITS CUSTOMERS,

. SINGLE SUSFECTED DEATHE IN THE U.K. IS ALSO UNDER URGENT INVESTIGATION.

”

VCM AND PYC HAVE BEEN MANUFACTURED WORED WIDE SINCE 1931 AND THIS IS THE FIKST INDICATION
OF A RISK OF THIS KIND,. ’
0=

Received by telephone from Don Elliott, Production Hanager, ICI Mond Divisien
BM4GZ/1-29-78 ' |
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Jac. 29, 18974
Items Proposed by EFG for igenda Considsratien

Eurepean Seninar on Vinyl Chloride
4ok A
ICI Spopsor--London, England Jaw® 21-22 (or swm 25-26)

1. Distridution o médical letter(confidential) concerzinz Louisville cases~to
be published in a Medical Journal, (Dr, Creeech, Dr. Johassn, Dr, Tabershav?)

2, Distribution of BFG analytical devise study and reccmrendations for pertable
and fixed VCM monitoring in production plants.(Same as that t» be distributed
at MCA VC Task Force meeting in Chicazo Jan 19-20),

3. Distribution of press releases to date--BFG, NICSH, Dow, MCA, others?
(for accuracy).

4, BFG program review for analytical, emissisn controls, safety equipment,
wvork practices and engineering standard zuidelines,

Se MCX program ond committee nrganizatien for communicatisas in C.S.A. en
medical, engzineering and exposure procedures leading to improved work practices.

Don Elliett of ICI aprnroved these sugrestions as fitting their own ideas,

ie was told to set up the meeting arrangements and agenda without further
consultation vith us and that we weuld like to see his final format as soon as
it was available, He agreed,

Poth of us will maiﬁtain intercommunication as developments accur on koth sides
of the Atlantic towards a censtructive response to our mutual problems.

BMGZ/1-29-T4
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