
Hagley museum and library

March 2, 1989

Mr. Ronald Bruner
Society for the Plastics Industry
1275 K Street, NW
Suite 400
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Ron:

Enclosed is the long awaited inventory for the Society 
for the Plastics Industry Collection. If you have any 
questions about it, please give me a call. As you know, we 
are beginning to work on the exhibit on the History of 
Plastics. Please let me know if you get any response on the 
newsletter article. I look forward to continuing to work 
with you in order to preserve SPI's historical records.

Sincerely,

Michael H. Nash
Curator of Manuscripts
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Historical Note:

The Society for the Plastics Industry (SPI) was formed 

in 1937 at a time when man-made materials were just beginning 

to find a place in the American market. Plastic in the form 

of nitrated cellulose and Bakelite had been manufactured for 

several generations, but in the depression decade its 

availability was still very limited. The late 1930s was a 

period of rapid growth for the industry as chemists were 

beginning to experiment with processes that would make it 

possible to produce large quantities of plastic materials in 

order to satisfy consumer demand. During its early years SPI 

concentrated on buildling public acceptance for plastic as it 

attempted to associate this "new" material with the dynamic 

worlds of high style and industrial design.

During the Second World War, the plastic industry grew 

very rapidly as there were severe shortages in most natural 

materials. Plastics and textile fibers were used for 

airplane parts, parachutes, and artificial rubber. SPI 

cooperated with the War Production Board and the Office of 

Price Administration in order to ration resources and set 

prices. During these years membership grew very rapidly and 

SPI established a number of divisions (the Materials 

Division, the Button Division, the Bottle Dispersion 

Division, and Molders Division). During 1944 and 1945 SPI 's 

post-War Planning Committee prepared for the transition to a 

peacetime economy as plastic producers looked ahead to the
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SPI HISTORY -2-

coming age of the consumer. In 1946, the first National 

Plastics Exposition was held in New York's Grand Central 

Palace and attracted 87,000 visitors.

During the Post War Period the use of plastics in 

consumer products boomed as war plants were converted to 

civilian uses. Plastics were used in everything from 

designer furniture to inexpensive toys as it became America's 

quintessential "new" material, with expanison came 

government regulation as the Food and Drug Administration and 

the Federal Trade Commission began to address issues 

affecting plastic housewares and food packaging. SPI 

responded by developing a set of voluntary standards as it 

worked with the Battelle Memorial Institute to set up 

procedures for quality control and toxicity testing.

In 1959-60, the industry faced major crisis as a number 

of infants sufficated in plastic garment bags. The problem 

stemmed from the fact that many parents had begun to use the 

ultra thin bags that they obtained from laundries and dry 

cleaners as crib or play pen covers. Several states 

considered legislation to ban these bags, and SPI launched a 

major media campaign to warn parents about the possible 

hazards of these materials.

The 1960s was a period of explosive double digit growth 

for the plastic industry. By the time of its silver 

anniversary in 1962, SPI had 1,185 company and 1,425
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individual members. During this decade SPI became 

increasingly concerned about environmental issues like solid 

waste disposal. A number of technical studies were 

commissioned to test the flamability of plastics.

The results of these reports were incorporated into the SPI's 

"issues management" campaign, which was run by the Society's 

new Public Affairs Council.

In recent years SPI has made a major effort to expand 

the international market for plastics. It has also been 

concerned with product liability, marine pollution, and 

occupational health and safety issues. In 1985, SPI moved 

its headquarters from New York City to Washington, DC so that 

it could be in a position to be more effective in influencing 

public policy.

MHN/jkb
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The Society for the Plastics Industry has mirrored in its growth and 
bureaucratization the development of the plastics industry in general, and 
both reflected and defined the industry's concerns. These records document 
the expansion and specialization of the organization, and its attempts to 
promote the interests of the plastics industry with the public and 
legislature in this country and among businessmen in Europe and Asia.

SPI officers early recognized that SPI's concerns were directly shaped 
by the structure of the industry: the Society's interest in international 
markets and production was a natural outgrowth of the fact that many 
plastics patents were held abroad, and that the fluctuation of materials 
availability made cooperation useful. The composition of the Society's 
membership has also reflected the somewhat unusual structure of the 
industry: it has been uncharacteristic of twentieth-century trade 
associations in that it includes both large corporations and small 
independent companies. The bulk of the membership has been small 
processing companies.

These basic characteristics of the industry and of SPI emerge clearly 
in all series of the collection. Corporate (administrative) records, 
correspondence of several executive officers, and division and committee 
records document with particular clarity SPI’s formal activities as a "voice" 
for the industry and its informal efforts to establish International 
cooperation on production standardization and trade legislation. They do 
not establish very clearly either the relationship of individual divisions and 
committees to one another or their relationship to SPI’s officers. Some 
material on the structure of the organization is available in the corporate 
records: careful reading of these and of division and committee records 
might make possible a complete reconstruction. The particulars of SPI's 
connections to government advisors and regulatory agencies, particularly 
during the second World War. are likewise not brought out very clearly in 
this collection. The fact that none of the series contains a complete set of 
any type of record makes careful reading and cross-referencing necessary 
for any research question.

Division and committee records, technical reports, bulletins and news 
letters, and public relations materials all demonstrate SPI's concern with 
the public image of plastics materials, plastics products, and companies 
involved in the production of plastics. They illuminate the close ties within 
SPI between standardization, products research, and public education. 
Technical reports and bulletins on PVC/VCM production, and reports and 
committee records on the safety debate over polyethylene bags are 
particularly important in this regard.

While the collection does not soeak to the history of industrial 
research and development in individual companies, it does illustrate SPI’s 
approach to research and development as a process to be managed and its 
involvement in particular research projects for the benefit of its members 
and the industry. The particular strength of the collection might be its 
potential for the examination of SPI as a trade association: the interaction 
between trade associations and government agencies, especially in the 
postwar period: and the effects of trade association activities on public 
policv in the mid- and late twentieth century.

3
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The records of the Society for the Plastics Industry are arranged in 
ten series: I. Corporate Records. II. Executive Officers. III. Division 
Records. IV. Committee Records. V. Annual Conferences and National 
Plastics Expositions. VI. Technical Reports. VII. Subject Correspondence 
and Reports. VIII. Public Relations. IX. Publications and Printed Ephemera. 
X. Photographs, Films. Sound Recording.

The Hagley Museum and Library acquired the records of the 
Society of the Plastics Industry in 1988, after the organization moved its 
headquarters from New York City to Washington, D.C. in 1985. All records 
are under a twenty-five year time seal.

\
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Accession 1929 ™
Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc.

Series I. CORPORATE RECORDS

SERIES 1. CORPORATE RECORDS

A. Organization Papers

Box 1 SPI Constitution and Bylaws: 1936 and 1942 
SPI Organizational Structure: Outline, 1960 
Reorganization of the Molders' Division. 1960 
Production Data: 1939-41 
Analysis of Membership Income: 1953 
Member Services Guide: 1986

B. Annual Meeting Minutes

B-l Transcripts of Early SPI Meetings: Oct. 13, 1941; July 15. 1943; 
Aug. 13, 1943

First Annual Meeting of SPI Voting Representatives: Minutes,
1970

Annual Meeting 1975: Registration and Fees 
Annual Meeting 1976:

Budgets
Congressional Visit Kit
Correspondence
Hotel
Finances
Ladies' Program
Mailings
Monies Collected 
Press Kit 
Printing SamDles 
Publicity 
Receotion 
Registration 
Transportation 
Visits

Annual Meeting 1977:
Memos
Speeches

o
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Accession 1929
Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc.

Series I. CORPORATE RECORDS

C. Board of Directors' Minutes

M-2 May 23. 1937-Nov. 3, 1955 
M-3 Dec. 14, 1955-June 15. 1965 
M-4 July 21, 1965-October 24, 1969 
B-l 1938-1966, Miscellaneous 

July, 1970-May, 1974 
B-2 July, 1974-Oct., 1975

D. Annual Reports

B-2 1958/59-1981/82

E. Financial Reports

B-2 SPI Financial Reports (including National Plastics Expositions): 
1943-73

SPI Financial Reports: Statements to Members, 1938-64

F. Membership Information

B-2 Directories. 1943/44-1947 and 1968/69 
Who's Who in Plastics, 1948/49 
SPI Membershio Lists: 1971 
Membership Lists and Application Data: 1972 
Membership Applications and Data: 1973 
SPI Board Biographies: 1974

G. Agreements

B-2 Leslie Associates: 1955-58 and undated

SERIES II. OFFICERS

A. President

B-2 Ralph J. Harding, jr.
Chronological File. January 1971-February 1971 

B-3 Chronological File. March 1971-December 1975 
B-4 Chronological File. December 1975-January 1980

6
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Accession 1929
Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc.

Series II. OFFICERS

B. Executive Vice-President

B-5 William T. Cruse
Correspondence. 1939-86 and undated 
Statement before U.S. Senate Subcommittee on 

Antitrust and Monopoly, 1974

C. Chairman. Program Committee

B-5 Herbert Spencer
Correspondence. 1938-41 and undated

D. Director. Technical Liaison

B-5 John R. Lawrence
Correspondence. October 1972-June 1974 
Speeches, 1971-80 and undated 
Speeches, SPI President and others. 1967-75 and 

undated

SERIES III. DIVISION RECORDS

M-5 Bottle Division, 1957-69 
Button Division. 1946-68 
Cellular Plastics Division. 1955-69 

B-5 Cellular Plastics Division, 1966-69. 1973-76
M-5 Application Committee. 1958-68

Building Materials Committee. 1962-69 
Flammability Committee, 1958-69 
Flexible Foam Committee. 1957-69 
Industrial Insulation Committee. 1960-68 
Miscellaneous Committees, 1956-69 

Cellular Plastics Division
Policy Committee, 1956-69 
Public Relations Committee. 1959-68 
Rigid Foam Committee. 1955-69 
Test Methods Committee. 1955-68 
Transportation Committee. 1959-69 

B-6 Urethane Foam Committee, mailings 1956
M-5 Urethane Foam Systems Manufacturers

Committee, 1963-68
Urethane Rav Materials Committee. 1956-69
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Accession 1929
Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc.

Series III. DIVISION RECORDS

B-6

M-6

M-7

M-8

B-6

M-8
B-6

B-7

Urethane Safety Group
Correspondence, 1972-74 
Executive Director. Speeches. 1973-75 
General Meeting Transcripts, 1972-73 
Steering Committee Minutes, 1972-77 

Vinyl Foam Materials Committee, 1955-62 
Elastoplastlcs Division, 1964-68 
Epoxy Molding Materials Division, 1965-68 
Epoxy Resin Formulators Division, 1957-69 
Extruders Division, 1947
Fiberglass Reinforced Thermoplastics Division, 1965-69 
Fluorocarbons Division, 1957-69

Coatings Technical Subcommittee, 1958-68 
Compounded-TFE Technical Subcommittee, 1959-68 
Film and Tape Subcommittee. 1957-63 
Granular Resin Task Force. 1965-68 
Hose Subcommittee. 1957-69 
Internal Relations Subcommittee. 1958-59 
Market Development Committee, 1963-69 
Melt Processables Subcommittee. 1961-65 
Miscellaneous Subcommittees. 1956-69 
Molded Shapes Technical Subcommittee, 1958-64 
Molded Sheets Subcommittee. 1957-65 
Paste Extrusion Subcommittee. 1957-61 
Policy Committee, 1957-61 
Public Relations Committee. 1958-61 
Technical Committee, 1957-69 
Western Section. 1959-65 

Foam Cup Manufacturers Division. 1963-69 
Garden Hose Division. 1954-63 
Industrial Container Institute. 1959-69 
Injection Molding Machinery Division, 1954-60 
International Division

Minutes, Semi-Annual Meeting, 1985 
Mailings 1985 
Financial Reports, 1985 

Machinery Division. 1959-69 
*■' Minutes, including some committee minutes. 1975-83 

SPI Staff Director. CorresDondence. 1982-84 
^ID Staff Director. Correspondence 1975-81 
^Executive Committee. Minutes 1975-83 

Annual and Semi-Annual Meeting Minutes. 1982-83 
Blow Molding Machinery Section. Minutes 1975-83 
EauiDment and Machinerv Sections. Minutes 1975-84

8
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Accession 1929
Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc.

Series III. DIVISION RECORDS

Extrusion Machinery Section,Committee Minutes 1975-83 
Injection Molding Machinery Section. Committee Minutes 

1975-82
‘"Miscellaneous Committees. Minutes 1974-84 

^Safety and OSHA Committee. Minutes 1978-84
Standards, ANSI Correspondence and Information 1977-82 
B151.2 and Structural Foam and Programmer 

. Controllers, 1980-82
B151.4 and B151.6, 1977-82 
B151.3 and B151.5, 1977-82 
B151.7, 1977-82

Medical Plastics Division, 1980-86 
Bylaws, 1984

B-23A Medical Device Manufacturers Directory. 1982
Medical Products Manufacturers Directory. 1982 

M-8 Miscellaneous Committee Minutes, 1980-83
Steering Committee, mailings 1982 
Executive Committee, mailings 1983-85 
Financial Reports, 1985 
Plasmed News, 1983

M-8 Melamine Dinnerware Division. 1948-69 
B-7 Microwave Oven Cookware Division 

Bylaws
Membership Roster, 1980

B-8 Staff Director. Correspondence 1980-85
Microwave Oven Cookware Division

Executive Committee, Minutes 1980-86 
Annual Meeting, Minutes 1980-85 
Semi-Annual Meeting. Minutes 1980-85 
Consumer Education Committee, Minutes 1982 
Marketing Committee, Minutes 1982-86 
Marketing Committee Task Force, Minutes 1984 
Membership Committee. Minutes 1982 
Operating Unit. 1980 
Program Committee, Minutes 1982 
Round Robin Task Force. 1980 
Standards Committee (IMPI/CAS). Minutes 1980-86 
Technical Committee

Minutes. 1983-86 
Mailings 1984 

Division Mailings, 1980-85 
Publications. 1978-84 •

M-9 Moldmakers division. 1957-69 
B-8 Phenolic Molding Division

9
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Accession 1929
Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc. 

Series III. DIVISION RECORDS

Membership List. 1985 
Executive Committee, Minutes 1985 
Mailings. 1985 

Plastic Bottle Institute
Correspondence 1970-75 
Executive Committee 

Minutes 1971-75 
Mailings, 1971-73 

Official Representatives 
Minutes 1972 
Mailings 1971-73 

Annual Meeting, Minutes 1971-72 
Semi-Annual Meeting, Minutes 1970-74 
Ad Hoc Committee on Packaging. Mailings 1974 
Ad Hoc Plastic Bottle Beverage Committee, Minutes 1974 
Ad Hoc PVC Liquor Bottle Committee 

Minutes, 1973 
Mailings, 1970

Carbonated Beverage Bottle Committee 
Minutes, 1974-75 
Mailings, 1974

Environmental Policy Committee, Mailings 1971 
Foam Cup and Container Division, Mailings 1971 
Food and Drug Bottling Committee 

Minutes. 1970-71 
Mailings, 1971

Milk Bottle Subcommittee. Minutes 1970-73 
Market Development Committee 

Minutes, 1971-75 
Mailings, 1971-73 

Plastics Council, Mailings 1971 
Promotion Committee 

Minutes, 1970-75 
Mailings, 1971-74

B-9 Rigid Plastic Container Division. Mailings 1971
Statistical Committee 

Minutes. 1970-74 
Mailings. 1971-75 

Technical Committee 
Minutes. 1970-75 
Mailings. 1971-74 •

Traffic and Transportation Committee 
Minutes. 1970-73 
Mailings. 1971-74

10
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Accession 1929
Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc.

Series III. DIVISION RECORDS

M-9
M-10
M-9
M-10

Waste Management Committee
Minutes, 1972
Mailings, 1972-73

Public Relations Program Recommendations, 1974 
"Bottle Blurbs", 1972-74

Plastic Drum Institute
Bylaws, 1976
Membership List, 1975
Minutes, 1970-75
Mailings. 1970-77
SPI Monthly Activity Reports, 1985 ,
SPI Product Liability Insurance Survey, 1985

Plastic Film. Unsupported Sheet and Fabric Division, 1947-i53
Plastics For Tooling Division, 1955-69
Plastics Pipe Institute, 1955-69
Polyethylene Film and Sheet Division, 1953-68
Profile Extruders Division, 1956-69
Reinforced Plastics Division, 1944-69

B-9
M-ll

Reinforced Plastics Division, 1970-72
Reinforced Plastics Division

Asbestos Committee, 1957-61
Corrosion-Resistance Committee. 1953-69
Executive Committee, 1952-54
Filament Winding Subcommittee, 1962-64
Housings and Appliances Committee, 1953-54
Preform/Premix Committees, 1953-69
Prepreg Committee, 1958-69

Reinforced Plastics Pipe and Fittings Division (joint with ASTM),
.1954-69

M-12

Rigid Container Division. 1962-69
Rigid PVC Exterior Building Products Division, 1962-69
Sheet Forming Division, 1955-67
Shoe Division. 1960-65
Thermoplastic Structures/Structural Fabricators Division. 1953-69
Vinyl DisDersions Division, 1956-59
Vinyl Film and Sheet and Coated Fabrics Division. 1948-69 
Vinyl-Metal Laminators Institute. 1959-69

M-5

SERIES IV. COMMITTEE RECORDS

Accounting and Financial Committee. 1965-68
ADDliance Council. 1959-69

M-6 Code Advisory Committee. 1955-65

11
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Accession 1929
Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc.

Series IV. COMMITTEE RECORDS

B-9 Dip Tube Extruders
Minutes, 1955-56 
Mailings, 1955-56

M-6 Education Committee. 1945-69
Engineering and Technical Committee, 1943-52 •

M-7 Fabricators Committee, 1945-47
Fiberglass Reinforced Panel Council. 1952-69 
Fire Prevention Committee. 1954-59 

M-8 Food Packaging Committee, 1957-69 
Handbook Committees, 1945-59 

B-9 Informative Labeling Committee
Minutes (including subcommittees), 1948-51 
Informative Labeling Contest, Flyers 1957-58 

International Committee 
Minutes, 1956-76 
Bylaws. 1974 
Meeting Notices, 1970-76 
Agendas, 1969-76
Tariffs and Trade Conference, Minutes 1967 
Steering Committee. Minutes 1959-60 and 1969-76 
Subcommittees

Ad Hoc Committee on Conference Board, Minutes 1963 
Ad Hoc Committee on International Activities at the 

Tenth NPE. Minutes 1963 
Dusseldorf Exhibitors, Minutes 1963 
Economic Studies Task Force, Minutes 1969 
Export Ocean Shipping. Minutes 1963-67 
External Activities, minutes 1959-60 
Government Liaison Subcommittee, Minutes 1976 and 

1978
Government and Liaison Subcommittees nos. 1 and 2, 

Bulletins 1976
International Dinner. Minutes 1956 and 1958 
International Luncheon. Minutes P950-54 
International Plastics Task Force. Minutes 1975 
International Reception. Minutes 1957-61 
International Statistics, Minutes 1970 
International Trade Practices. Minutes 1959-61 
Ocean Freight Rate. Minutes 1970
Plastics and Resin Materials Task Force. Minutes 1966 

and 1973-75'
Program and Education. Minutes 1976 
Subcommittee to Cooperate With the Office of 

International Trade Fairs. Minutes 1963

12
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Accession 1929
Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc. 

Series IV. COMMITTEE RECORDS

Tariff Committees, Minutes 1955-65 
Trade Shows and Foreign Opportunities. Minutes 1976 
USIA Russian Exhibit, Minutes 1960 
Video/Catalog Exhibition Task Force, Minutes 1981 
International Committee Newsletter. 1976 

M-9 Metropolitan New York Golf Committee. 1961-67
Midwest Industry Conference Program Committee, 1966-67 

B-9 holders Committee, Minutes 1941-42 
M-9 New England Section, 1962-69 
B-9 Plastic Extruders Committee, Minutes 1941 
M-9 Plastics in Construction Council, 1964-69 
B-9 Plastics in Construction Council. Minutes 1970-74 
M-9 Plastics for Lighting Committee, 1948-61 
B-9 Plastics Waste Management Committee, 1970-71 

Bylaws
Membership Lists, 1972 and undated 
Minutes, 1971-72

M-10 Plumbing Fixtures Standards Committee, 1956-64
Polyester Glass Laminates Committee (joint with ASTM), 1953-61 

M-9 Polyethylene Refuse Bag Committee, 1967-69 
M-10 Polystyrene Wall Tile Committee, 1947-52 
B-10 Public Relations Committee 

Minutes, 1946-54 
Minutes and Reports. 1954-59 
Minutes and Correspondence, 1969 

M-10 Queen Conference Program Committee, 1952-55 
Radio Frequency Committee, 1955-61 

B-10 Radio Frequency Heating Committee, 1945-78
Technical Committee, Minutes (includes those of conferences and 

subcommittees on classification of materials). 1942-43 
M-12 Traffic Committee. 1964-69

SERIES V. ANNUAL CONFERENCES AND NATIONAL PLASTICS EXPOSITIONS
(for scrapbooks see p.15-16)

A. Annual Conferences

B-10 Annual Conference and Exposition Committee. Minutes 1957 
Annual Conference Program and Brochures. 1955 and 1960 
Annual Conference 1983. Floor Plan. Dallas Market Center Exhibit 
Pacific Coast Plastics Exposition. Minutes 1955

13
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Accession 1929
Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc.

Series V. ANNUAL CONFERENCES AND NATIONAL PLASTICS EXPOSITIONS

B. National Plastics Expositions (NPE)

Analyses of Attendance/Audience Surveys, 1961-79
Brochures, 1948-71
Brochures and Programs, 1954-85
Brochures for Section Conferences, 1955-56
Press Kit and Miscellaneous Public Relations Material, Eleventh 

NPE and 1966 Annual Conference 
NPE Committee, Minutes 1967 
NPE Programs and Brochures, 1971-85 
NPE 1967, Budget 
NPE 1968, Exhibit Information 
NPE 1979

Audit Report 
Budget
Lists of Exhibitors

SERIES VI. TECHNICAL REPORTS

Comparative Energy Requirements for Soft-Drink Delivery in 
Alternative Single-Serving Containers, 1982

Comparison of Structural Performance of FRP Truck Cab With 
Steel, 1969

Control of Styrene Vapor During Hull Fabrication in Large Boat 
Production, n.d.

Critical Review of the State-of-the-Art of Combustion 
Toxicology, 1982

Development of Exposure Reduction Strategies and the Related 
Costs for Minimizing Employee Exposure to Styrene During 
the Cultured Marble Casting Process, n.d.

Development of Exposure Reduction Strategies and the Related 
Costs for Minimizing Employee Exposure to Styrene During 
Filament Winding and Used in the Manufacture of Pipe and 
Contact Molding as Used in the Manufacture of Tanks. 1980

Epidemiological Study of Workers in the RP/C Industry With 
Chemical Exposures Including Styrene Monomer: a Cohort 
Mortality Study and a Case Control Study, 1984

Evaluation of a Radiant-Energy Combustion Device for Small- 
Scale Toxicity Testing and Research. 1983

Fire Experiments on Structural Foam Plastic Equipment 
Enclosures. 1981

Fire Research on Cellular Plastics. 1980
Fluid. Thermal, and Aerospace Science, n.d.

14
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Accession 1929
Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc. 

Series VI. TECHNICAL REPORTS

Foam Vinyl and the Elastomer Process, n.d.
Full-Size Fire Tests of Stored Plastic Commodities.Phase II, 1977 
Impacts of Selected Plastics Products on the Quality of Life - 

Vegetables Packaging, 1978
Physiological Effects of Vinyl Chloride and Polyvinyl Chloride,

Vol. II, 1981
B-ll Plastics Industries Technical Institute Reference, vols. 1, 3, and 

Index
Position Paper on U.S. Municipal Solid Waste Management, 1981 
A Ready Reference for Plastics, 1942 
Resistance of Plastics to Outdoor Exposure, 1955 
Resource and Environmental Profile Analysis (REPA) Comparing 

Foam Polystyrene, Clear Polystyrene and Open Grid Pulp 
Meat Trays, 1976

Safety and Health Reference Guide for the Plastics Processor,
1984

Smoke and Life Safety, 1983
Study of Plastic Pipe Proposed for Use With Potable Water 

Supplies—Progress Reports 2-5, 1952-54 
Summary of the Problems Facing Industry and Health Authorities 

Today—and of the Organization, Purpose, Program, Accom­
plishments, and Needs of the National Sanitation Founda­
tion, n.d.

B-12 Technical Report—World-Wide Literature Search on Organic 
Peroxides, 1980

Thermoplastic Water Piping Systems, 1973 
Use of Tenite to Combat Corrosion in Piping Systems, 1973 
Vinyl Chloride Monomer Emission From the Polyvinyl Chloride 

Processing Industries, 1975 
World Survey of Plastics, 1954-57

Plastic Pipe Project
Correspondence and Financial Statements, 1955-56 
Minutes and Mailings, 1953-59 
Technical/Progress Reports: Thermoplastic Pipes, 
1954-58

SERIES VII. SUBJECT REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE

B-12 A. Battelle Memorial Institute

15
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Series VII. SUBJECT CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORTS

Accession 1929
Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc.

\

B. FTC Regulations

Correspondence. 1974-78
Hearing on Flammability, 1974

C. International Organization for Standardization (ISO)

Correspondence, 1956
Reports, 1954-57
Technical Committee, Reports 1958-59

D. PVC/VCM Reports

1975-76

E. U.S.-USSR Exchange

Correspondence and Press Releases, 1958-59 and 1964
Reports

American Exhibition in Moscow, 1959
Engineering Design and Testing of Plastic Pavilion, 1959 
Erection of Plastic Pavilion. 1959
Trips to the USSR. 1958 and 1961

M-l
B-12
B-13

SERIES VIII. PUBLIC RELATIONS

A. Press Releases

General, 1946-69
General, 1967-69
General, 1969-75
National Plastics Conference, 1964
New Products and Personnel Changes, 1951-75 and undated
New York World's Fair (including product information), 1964-65

16
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Accession 1929
Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc.

Series VIII. PUBLIC RELATIONS

B. Miscellaneous

"Plastics: the Story of an Industry", Revisions,
Correspondence and Text, 1965-66 and undated 

Transcripts
Plastic Bag Safety Spot, ca. 1959 
Radio Interview with Ralph J. Harding, jr., n.d. 

Sample SPI Material 
SPI Films Catalog

C. Miscellaneous Historical Material 

Celluloid Advertisements, n.d.
Meeting, United Industry Committee for Housing: Report 

Plans for Women's Housing Congress, 1959 
Plastics Historical Exhibit Subcommittee, Minutes 1958 
Plastics House Competition: Literature List, 1956 
Press Releases

J.W. Hyatt Award, 1947 
"Salute to Youth" Series, n.d.

Programs/Award Ceremonies 
Bachner Award, 1968 
J.W. Hyatt Award, 1941-52 
Plastics Hall of Fame. 1979 
SPI Fiftieth Anniversary Celebration. 1987

D. Scrapbooks

B-24 General, 1946-48
B-25 General, 1949
B-23 Conferences and NPE, 1954-56
B-23.26 General. 1957
B-23,27 General and NPE, 1958-59
B-23,34 Plastic Bags. 1959-60
B-23,25. General, 1961
B-26 General. 1961
B-23.28 General and NPE, 1963
B-29 General and NPE, 1963
B-23.30 NPE, 1966
B-23,30 General and NPE. 1968
B-31 General and NPE, 1968
B-32 NPE. 1971
B-33 Reinforced Plastics: Properties and Applications, n.d.
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Accession 1929
Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc.

Series IX. PUBLICATIONS AND PRINTED EPHEMERA

SERIES IX. PUBLICATIONS AND PRINTED EPHEMERA

A. Bulletins and Newsletters

B-14 Bulletins (bound). 1942-46 
B-15 Bulletins (bound), 1946-52 
B-16 Bulletins (bound). 1952-58 
B-17 Bulletins (bound). 1959-67 
B-18 General, 1954-69

SPI Voice, 1938-41 and undated 
Accident Prevention. 1967 
Accounting, 1964-65 
Button Division, 1959 
Flashtics, 1972-74
Industrial Relations, 1954-58 and 1961-69
Midwest Messenger, 1969
Molders' Management News. 1974
National Plastics Exposition, 1968
New England Section, 1975
News Briefs. 1972-75
Personnel. 1954-68
Plastic Bottle Bulletin, 1966 and 1969 
Plastic Pipe Institute Hotline, 1969 and 1975 
Plastic Words, 1969-70 

B-19 Plastics and the Environment. 1970-71 
Plastics News, 1969-72 

B-18 Plastics Outlook, 1970
Plastics Pipelines, 1969 and 1970 
Polyethylene Bags, 1959-60 
Public Affairs (PAC). 1974-75 
Public Affairs (SPI), 1974 
SPI Report, 1969 
Urethane Safety Group. 1974 
Westernews, 1970

B. Surveys and Reports

B-19 Internal and Industrial
Financial and Operating Ratios. Plastics Processing 

Companies, 1985
How its Members Appraise SPI, 1975 
Labor Survey. Plastics Processing Companies. 1985 
Labor Survey. Plastics Moldmaking Companies. 1982 
Methods and Procedures Manual. Machinery Division, 1974

18
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Accession 1929
Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc.

Series IX. PUBLICATIONS AND PRINTED EPHEMERA

Packaging’s Role in Society, 1973 
Plan for Growth, 1968 
Plastics Industry Insurance Survey, 1977 
Program to Help Sell More Vinyl Film and Vinyl Film 

Products. 1956
Salary and Sales Policy Survey, Plastics Processing 

Companies, 1984
Staff Organization, reports and related correspondence, 1966, 

1974 and undated

C. Public Opinion Surveys

B-19 Audience Survey of NPE
1971 
1982 
1985

The General Public Appraises Plastics and the Plastics Industry,
1972

Members of Special Public Groups Evaluate Plastics and Their 
Impact on the Environment, 1975 

Plastics and the Environment, 1971

D. Proceedings

B-20 Committee on Distribution
First Marine Distribution Conference, 1976 

Committee on Resin Statistics
CRS Outlook Conferences, 1984, 1986 
World Plastics Outlook Conference, 1983 

Coordinating Committee on Fire Safety
Thirteenth International Combustibility Symposium, 1985 

Epoxy Resin Formulators Division
Seasonal Meetings/Conferences, 1981-86 

Medical Plastics Division
Annual Medical Plastics Conferences, 1983-84 
West Coast Medical Plastics Conference, 1984 

Plastics for Tooling Division
Annual Technical Seminars, 1964-66 and 1968-69 

B-21 Polyurethane Division
Annual Technical Marketing Conference. 1982-83 and 1985-86 

Reinforced Plastics Division
Annual Conferences, 1974-75. 1979-81 and 1983-84 

B-22 Annual Conference. 1985
Symposia on Acoustic Emissions. 1983, 1986
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Series IX. PUBLICATIONS AND PRINTED EPHEMERA

Accession 1929
Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc.

Society of the Plastics Industry (with the Fire Retardant 
Chemicals Association)
Progress in Fire Safety, 1982 

Structural Foam Division
Annual Conferences, 1980-84 and 1986-87 

Western Section
Annual Conferences, 1966-69 and 1971

E. Miscellaneous Publications 

Data Standards
Machinery Division, Guidelines 
Organic Peroxide Producers Division 
Polyurethane Division Bulletin, 1980 
Reinforced Plastics/Composites Institute 
Vinyl Formulators Division 

Epoxy Resin Formulators Division
Safety and Health Information Bulletin 

"A New Life in Just One Word: Plastics", Good Housekeeping, 
April 1960

Nomenclature for Single-Screw Extruders 
Pamphlets/Leaflets on Issues of Public Interest 

Energy Saving 
FDA
Fire Safety and Prevention 
PVC/VCM

Plastic Thermoformers Commercial and Administrative Customs 
and Practices

Practices of Plastics Custom Extruders 
Products, Miscellaneous 
Processes, Miscellaneous 

World of Composites. Winter 1986
SPI User's Guide to RP Industrial Equipment
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