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....... KAMGOURLIB. ..
Jida s FG. . Date..... .25th October, 1961. . . .

Dr. H. duynuro Rennie, ;<'
FoieCe. (LONde) FaReitaCoPosy

ducquurie Chambers,

183 iluoquarile “‘treet,

STOHEY, My, i,

Dear Dr, Rennie,

Many thanks for your letter and for your inteorest
in the health of workaers euwployed Ly Australlian Blue Asbesios.
At u meeting 1:: rerth rocently, between reprasentatives of the
Company, and idinesa and rublic Health Department, we discuased
the situation and 1t is to be hoped, that there 13 nos u batter
appregiution of the serivusness of the conseguences of dust
in the mine and mi:1l.

I wus ablc to supply details of 3L men, seriously
aff cted by u mixture of asbestosis und silicosis, whose
disesse could reaso-ably be attributed to ¥ittenocom. One of
thes 1s desd already and ut least 3 are dying. There are
also 22 men in whom there ure reusonable grounds for sus-
pecting thut they wre lcvelopling disease,

The san who died was aged 48 and worked asbout 2 years

in the mill. sost mortem showed grosp asbestosis end silicosis
and & amaliznant cuncer of the pleurat direotly attributable to
hia work in :1iienjoun. T am se-lously concerm:d that these

cane g vt the pleuru which are beiln: rep rte’ in large
nirrbers Do . couth atrica, gre due $0 wa individusl sus-
ceptinility < i mininial ~-xposure to blue usbestos (Crocidolilte]).

rynolize pewrs 49 cuause lung cancwurs,
14 hud less than 5 yeawiss mining.
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6 are age.: less than 35 years,
" 11 men are aged less than LO

23 are less ihan 50 years of age.
14 were U/gro.nd miners,
20 " Sur; ace workers,

I t wight be argued that these are o product of the
bué 0l! days, but 1 would counter thut by sayin; that these
men repre. =nt the grossest o1 exp .sure %o dust und that the
reul heulth hazuis w1il not be reulized ror wnother 10 yeurs,
particalarly i o .ncert.

“hece men are also the mujorily of workers who
remuined at Citt.noom for more than 5 yeurs, 4 survey lust
Fear showed thuat aver 702 af workers had been ledl than 2% gesrs
in +he mploy:ent o: the coapany.

‘The Compuiny may resent interference, hat unly
-or.l pressure is being ex:rte. und it iz wy wish that the

situation “e iuprove.d it contrelled w»ithsus adverse publicity.

vy irs faulthklfally,

J. e.ialty
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