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By Bruce Ritchie
09/13/2017 07:10 PM EDT

EPA is telling state officials they recognize the need to use "flexibility" provided in federal
stormwater discharge permits for facilities affected by Hurricane Irma.

Florida regulations allow for temporary bypass of stormwater systems or unintentional
noncompliance in emergency situations, Florida Department of Environmental Protection
spokeswoman Dee Ann Miller said.

The state had relayed concerns to the EPA about those provisions relating to Hurricane Irma,
said Miller, who added that those bypass provisions will allow ports and other facilities get back
into operation as quickly as possible.

In a letter released today, EPA regional administrator Trey Glenn said the agency recognized the
need under federal law for "potential flexibility" because of circumstances caused by Hurricane
Irma that are "beyond the reasonable control” of permit holders.

"The EPA also recognizes there may be other unforeseen issues that arise as a result of this
disaster and we stand ready to work together with our state partners to address these potential
issues as they arise," Glenn wrote.

This story first appeared on POLITICO Pro Florida on Sept. 13, 2017.

To view online:
hitps://www.politicopro.com/energy/whiteboard/2017/09/politico-pro-florida-epa-backs-florida-
on-stormwater-permit-flexibilty-following-irma-092891
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