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: ’ A relationship between the prevalencé of bronchial carcinoma and occupa- &
tional asbestos exposure has bocq cstablished beyond any doubt: the first ob-
scrvations already date from the thirties. Wagner ct al) {197)1) reviewed the
B literature up to that time. Their findinygs may be summa§izcd as follows: ; w:
- A clear relatjonship with occupatirnal ashcstos c¢xposure hés been estab- ; b
Jished; workers exposed to improved cunditions in the factory had little ' ¢
or no excess risk:s there apparently is a dose-response relationship. 1n ; Yy
short (less than two years) intentjve exposurce as well a8 in those with : .
intensive exposure over a longer period an cxcess risk occurs., c I
- There is evidenqé that combined exposure to cigarciie smoke is morc'lxke- ' E
ly to be assocjated with lung carcincma then cither alone.
- More than the risk of mesotheliomas, the risk of bronchial cancer is more
clearly related to the intensity of past exposure and to the risk of as-
testosis, In fact this carcinoma is often regarded as & complication of -

occupational sulrstosis,
RBronchja) tumours are much Jess clcarly linke3d t0 the type of asbestos

than wcsothel jomas.
A few studics deserve to Lo menticned:
In two cohort studies in the Qucbec chrysotile ines and mills (McDonald

1973) an increased incidence of walignent nucplesns in the two highest dust
the rrspiratory tract and

exposure groups was cbserved, rainly of Lonars of
to a lesser oxtent of the geStrolntortinal tract; '€ cxevss §in respirstory
cancer, masnly bronchizl carciiume, besame evidont hoetween (20 and 400 mppef-
years (mppef = million purticles per cubic feet),
this Jevel., Ghezzi et 5} (12972) did YPZ Li'serve any excess prevalence of
Jung cancers in vcrkers {rom & chrysoti]é mjne‘§<\fflan9ero (1taly).

G wWes wluerly prefent above

Interline et a) (1973) calculated 2 time-weig.trd-asbestos cust exposure !
al the time of retirement (65 ycars) in a cehort svuly of 1348 men who com-

pleted their working lifetinme in the atbistes $ndusiry end retired curing the
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