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BLUE MURDER

Sen Hills is one of Anstealia’s best-known investigative
roporters, In a30-yenr career he has workedin Australia
and as & foveign correspondent coverlng the Middle
ast ugm&&ﬁ ot of London, and reporting Asta from
Hong Kong. He spent many years with the Age in Mel-
bougne, the Sydney Morning Herald and the Melbourne

| Herald, and was & producer with the eurvent affaira

program ‘60 Minutes’. Hia Investigations hive included
the Loans Affaly that trigpered the downfall ofthie Whit-
tam Government, ivory smuggiing fn Kenyai.a racket
seiling stolen Babies in Taiwan, and the UEW“. Bhield
IUD disaster He hasbeen reporting on asbeatba dizease
~particularlythe tragedy of the Wittenoom miners—for
fiva yoars. ¥

Ban Hills s 47, the father of bwo sons, ankl Hves in
Melbotrne, ‘This is his fiest book. f




The tnhole establishment in & whited, poisoned sepulchre, I tell you,
8 mont seriotia donger i Aeolth ... ww live by peddiing fAith and
corruption. The whola of the towon's preaperity Is rooted in 4 e,

- Dy Phetiss Stockmen, in Honrik Iheen's play Ax Snemy of the Peopls,
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Two thousand doomed td die —
the mwaagm truth about

~ Witlenoom’s deadly dust
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" For the men, the woman and the ehildren of Witlanoom swhe wil}
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This book I sold eubject ta the condition that it aball not, by wy of trads
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Withaut the dedication of & few doclors, the plight of the victima of
Wittenoom would never have cometolight. Without Rebert Voinkavie
and bis Asbestos Disensss Sociely, no one woukd bavs cared. Without
the law frm Siater and Gordon, the victims wintld not havs finally
won justice, And without thess people, thin bovk contd net have been
written,

In particnlar, F would like fo thank Dr Bl Musk and histeam at
the iy Charies Gairdner Haspital in Perth for thalr heip; Robert

. Vaojakevicior putting meintouch with more than 100 of the srvivors

intarelgwed for this book; snd John snd Pater Qorden and Bernard
Murphy, from Sliater and Gordon, for thalr encoursgement and
accens to thelr library of litigation,

In addition, 1 am sapeciaity grateful for the guldance of the 1ats
Prafessor Eric Saing, Dr Jits McNalty, Professor Stephen Jones of
Nottinghsm City Hospital, Professor frving Seltkoff of New York's
Mt Sinat Hospital, and the US sttorneys Jans Cantar and Staven
Kazan, who have done so mueh to hetp Amarican aabeatos victimela
their fight for compenastion.

The sources 1 have used for hackground include Barry Castie
man’s book Azbestos = Medical and Legal Aspects, Paui Brodsur’s
Quirngeaus Misconduct = the Asbestos Induriry on Triol; Rusaell
Mokhiber's Corporate Crime und Violence - Big Buainess Power and
the Abuse of Publiv Tyust; s paper by Lanave Layman, of the Univer
xity of Weatern Auntralis; and the filasof the Wes? Avatrolien, Perth
Daily News, Metbourns Herald, and Syidney Morning Herald, These
have beens scknowledged whare appropriste,

My wnrms thanks for their help and hoapitatity ts Parmo Dotti of
Bergame in ftaly, Dorothy Byrns in Manchestar, and Kirsty Hamil.
tan {n New Yorks and to all the Wittenoom survivore who gave ms
thetr tinse - 11 sore canes some of thelr tast fow pretious hourn « o
help ma tefl the story of Wittonoom. .

A portion of tha profite of this bock will he dedicated to resesrch
into ashestas disenss, v

-y
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Prologuse

You knew ahe know, even before the aflent soby siarted and tears
began todribble down her pule, concars cheaks,

The.dociors had made yeasmiring noises] She had been a strong,
resitient Woman .., hardly s day's {liness in her life, There were now
trealrtentd available, they promised hey, new drugs, radiation
thernpys all the high-tech rescurces of aue of the countty’s best
equipped hoapitals, And anyway, sven the srperts uaderstood so
Hittle about this welrd, new diseass that was chewing her up, Doa't
give up hope, they told Val Doyls. :

But she knew better, You could noe it i hor ayss as she eat there
om » broesde sofe {n her quiet lounge room, the clack clicking on the
wall, surtaunded by the frarsed family photons, tha china eabinet fulf
of the accyranlsted knlek-kmncka of Bfs in the suburba. Ons by ous
sha had yrtehed her family dia of the 2ame siofster eicknesu - both
her.parenty, her husband, two hrothers-dn.jaw. Vol Doyia knew sha
wonld be the naxt to go, .

Oulslde, inthascaldingheatof s Porth midwunrner, someona was
tpplng corn tto litile bowls for the wild dovea cooing in the bushes,
A cleaninglady from s home help group was vacuuming Ehe earpets,
Vat Dayléawan 20 week and wasted now that ahs hardly had the
slrongth ta Rt her arme abovs her head, fot alone look after the
houneworks ‘They fust don’t know, Noons carttell me. tmight he five
yoars .. it might be ulx monthe” Her voics dropped to m whoesing
whizper, The only certainty was that at the age of 48, fo what shouid

have hoest the Rill bloom of middie life, Val Doyla, wife and mothsr, .

was dylng, The only uncertainty was when. ).

fnfact, har death wanonly 23 Gays away. G Saturday 4 February
3089, ma the other cltirend of Westers Australia trooped to the
polling bootles to slect 2 Stata government, Val Doylo died in a ward
efthe hoapitsl that carrlen the name of soothér great hatiler, the war

~ hevo mek former Stats Governor, Sy Charles Gaindnay,

Sha was interred in the Karrakatta cemetory, the stxth member
of er fainily killed by this torsibla man.-mads dlesase whoss name
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aha toudd handly pronounce. Hor Iast words to me ware: They have
committed genocida om my famsily)

Arcund the time Val Doyle dled, & group of people waa frudging
through thigh-deep s In the strevts of Vermigho, a chocolate box
Yittle village perched oo the mweszanine of {hs Itelien Alpa. Under
thair heavy woollen topronts the men wers weating black sults, and
e women binck dresses. Thelr braath was steamy in the cold Sun.
day atr, and they stopped from time o time, leaning an thick wooden
aticka and staring down at the anowy slopas spiked with bisck pins
$res and the Iakee ciad with adumminiun lcs, They were on their way
to the cometary,

Evontuslly, thay And the grave they armsfooking fov. Vito Moscone,
snys the inscylption, died 1886 sged 67, Much loved try his wifs and
his sight children, Reguicseat in Pocens,

Phay brush the voow fram che alons, and whils the men stand
aroud with their hends bowed, two of the wamen place seeil
bunches of freesias in ornamental vases, Thoy sre both widows, Ons,
Vita's alstor-indaw, stumblos an she steps batk from the grave, and
falnts in the anow. Sha says she always feels heunted when 2he
833#5.350238&33335@%3?&33&%&
thelr time, dead in mystericus clrvurnstancen. She will not spesk the
name of the malattic that kills ther, and harries back 4o her houss
for & tup of warming wine. She makes the sign of the crose. 1t 1s
spocky hers, sa evil place,

ﬁagngzgamgmag_ﬁ?gﬁ%g.
>u§w§§g8§.§§%§9§3¢w§§§

Across the Atlautie, in the freathelt ity of New Berunswick, it's abuay
gﬁé?ﬁiu&%g?&s?gag
?2&&&-?&5%?%.328«&&?
sperados from a convey af polies wagons - mostly tough-tooking
gﬁagg?g.?gggggpg
road, chergsd on the usal counta of robboty, astault and drugs,
u&a&ggurﬁa%?gg»ﬂmg%r
fostivar bomber [ackets with their Iawyers in tow, ‘Yo' they go,
waving {0 their buddies.

caou%nwymﬁ.gﬁooﬁagagau%g.
Manion preaiding) George and Francis Kemends, of South Hack.
ensrck, New Jorsay, it walting for the jury to come back, He is
bafting & taace in his hands, 7 ain’t countin® on Dothin’,' nays Mr
Komends, butit would ba sort of nios if, befors 1 die, I could gotaome-
thing for the children. Sart of & farawsll present.’

e el T

A A g i,

George Komenda has nelther o fong He shand of ki, por g plea.

santont hohind him. Por hallhia 87 yentw he hak been saffering from

# cancer sating out his insides. Three Himes s has faced males
surgery, threatimes the doctors tere out lasge plecen of bim plumbing,
which Mr Komends ‘sort of thought’ he needed, Back in the 15508,
they had given him anly five years to live, bul Georgs Kormends had

. benten the odda, Now had comathe day when hs hoped 10 provs that
. the malignnncy was no myatery, no act of God, but the fault of hia
: bosseswha 30 years ago had deliberately sxposed kim to & product
© thay knew eould I

In the dock, waiting with eqgta] nervousnsss, are the Orford.

shirted hawysra representing hail & dozen of Anserica’s moat powor.
. R publie corporationn. 1t lan't the first tigse that they have besn
t hoeve,kocused afecnrpiring to kil xud cripplathelr workers, norsven

the L0L4%. In fact, i'sbeen something of w routing forthalast 10 years
m“a Bm.n...m_uuw the clerk hisw many cases ks this bavs boen find st
iddieaex Cormty Court, Ha gives an open-palm shrug: Fivs
gﬁ% xve *muﬂ g%ﬁﬂ
Mr Komenda alta waiting for judgment, case number who-knows-
what; in the groatest svalanche of toxde tort litigation the warld has

. srer soey,

There are great sxpectations et the home of Klsus Rabenault, a
tewahouses in the Metbeurne subued of Canlfisld, Christmss Sva is
here, sndin Bavaris, where ho waaboyn, thisis the tima for presents.
e trod {s gparkling with Hanel, aod Haus i decked ol 2z Ganta
for hie o0, hia deughter and his three darling grandchildeen, The
proxsuia ‘sre passed mround with sgueals, and squeeres of the
pardoln. ‘What could this be? says Klaos, trying to disgnose with his
fingara the contents of & Jong, thiz package. T kuow ... wingn, thats
wiint (340,80 when 1 got to henven T can say to S8 Peter ook, §
broughlany ewn, all you have to find now 14 the halo*!

‘Tha Kids ave suddenty quist. His wifs, Blizabeth, atips out to the
Inundry 1o weep. Suddenly they all knowthis ix Klsua Rabenanlt's
way of #xying goodiys, He will not see anothar Chylatmas. He has
defied oll the odds of medical acience by suryiving s foug o4 e hiee,
A few yonre ago he used to antonish customein of his farniture shop
by running up fights of staivs balancing a neater cotich o his
Eoad, Today, he can’t even awing his grandehiidran sround, 20 weak
has he become. The man wha used ta laugh when e wes offered an
snaesthetic to have & Loath extercted will sodt: become famiting with
the terminal aguny of an fiiness that pot rorphine can biunt.

R uu..._.ﬂﬁo cennciation for him to Banﬂo&.ucs day & few months

3
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snriiar when he 2at in covrt and Basrd o jury sward him $600,000 for
his suffering, Littls connclation to resd the words of the hudge who
dslivered & public thrashing to the company that canned his death
hecatisaof its ‘continning, conscions and contumelious disregard' for
Kinus Rabetneudt's sufoty. Retribution nway be swoet, but 3ho priee
put ca all thoss lost yoars of his life comes to just $350 a week,

15 & shoebox fiat in an oid oIk’ block, # grey-haired man sitelonking
sut on the darkness faliing on the streets of Nottingham, Eogland,
Thora ane tasts running down tha creasea in his face za he hoidy an
oid photograph of a happy crewd of people in Bombay bathers romp-
ing on the beach at the Butlin's heliday camp at Searborough,
Thare's Aribur, Arthur Redgats, wnd his young wife Annds, the lovs
ol his life. A graat couple thay were, svsryone sald ko, At card nighis
sha was & champlon, snd batiroemn dancog .., ob, the fun they uesd
to have. Arthur is now 73, and he keeps himselfbuny snough around
Eouggﬂanﬂﬂagzm@?%gngbﬁ#ga
the kind of retirement be had in mind when ke macriad on tha sve
of the Second World War, It would have been theis golden wodding
apniverssry next ysay, but Annis s now lying in the cemeteory, and
Arthur is slcos,

During the war Annle was one of the hundreds of women con-
scxipted to work in the Jocal gaxmank factory. Just dving her bit
thaught nothing of it, reslly. Not until 1681 when ahe began to feel
poorly and aterted the rounds of the doctors snd hospitals. Her
weight went down from nine and & hall wicos §o under six; whe
g&dgnng_%gﬁgsgwazggggg&
in & cup oftas for her, The doctors couldn't srerk aut what was wrong
... or if they did, they didn't tell Annle Redgate. ‘Not hong before she
diad, ahe aatd to me: "Arthur, § think Pve ot TH!

But, of totrse, it wesa't TH, I wes & dissase 25 macabire, #o pro-
ventabls, and a0 insvitably fatal, that the doctors chove bo Hle 1o &
dying womes,

A housswife diag in & hoapital in Perth ,., widews mours areund &
grave in Kaly .., a man gobs ta court in New Jersay ... 8 last
Chelatmas in Malbourns ... 3 wilpwer sitting st his window In
Nottingham, Pive freese-frames, fiva vignettes of misory snd rouris
ing around the world, But what do these pesple have In common,
thesa strangers united only in thete grief and anger? What is the
sinlster thread that bindy their Yives to a yerashackle Jitthe town in
the blastad boandocks of Western Austealie, and to the dark and
desolate mauntaing of alag that oo over 17

._.b town like

| Hancock

Witteoom st Australic’s indastriol Beloen..”

i ~ Anbestos widowsr John Doyls,

No one living {here now avan remembers how tha pla

mwas say Wiktsnoom was a ward stolen, along dﬂrﬂmﬂ“ﬂmﬂ“
the nomedie bends of Aborigines who roamed aéross the eountry
3.@3 ug_r&.o? the white men arrived with their Winchesters
and bullock wégons, Sorry Dreamtims, but that Iy subbish, The
spectacular gotge, and the shabby Hitls town that was bullt nearhy,
Wero named afler the ploneering pastoraliat nnd Member of Parlia-
ment Edward Home Wittenoom, who today must be spinning in his
gravn, The place that earriea his name will go down fn the history of
1515 poisoned planet, slongeide Chernobyl, Bhopal, and Minamats.
_ | Thetown itaelf or what in left ol it, is & ghostly pince of sbandoned
cﬁ.g& bulldings and symmetrical cotcrete slahs whers Jong.
g&w& hotines ance stood, A fow kitorotres away, down o dark
ravine, u tumble of rusty, ratiling iren sheds in all that is left of i%ss
tins and the il that were onve the angine of the town’s economy,
Fromthe #ir, Wittenoomleoks Hiks mchess-board mysteriously aban-
doned in the tidddle of a game, offering no abvious chus ae to why it
Mﬁ&oﬂﬂm”mhwngﬁ the firat place, cut i the echalng smpifaess
o8l / an outhack Nor what unj
933 awny ¥ inhakitants, B“.&baga o
. What s that skni] and erossbones sigm dotng thers? Why sre the
Kidstoid not o playon that grest Iandstide of indigo rubbis? Why are
these pretty géofogical apectmens in the souvenir shop kept voder
#inxs, by ovdarof the Health Department? Why are'she touist buses
that oceaslonsfly trandle through the town mostlympty? Why has
the whole sren bean declared off-Henits even for {he Army, which
tned to conduct counterdnsurgency sxercises here? And what ere
ggc&-. ke blus thintledown, stuck 4 the hushes?

- Thers in nothling TeR now to hint that for the 23 years of its short
1t Wittegoomt was & thriving littls mining commpinity, Val Doyle
aigkmngmﬁ??sng stk achablyard, This was
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young Vito Mogeone’s first home i Austealis, snd the place to which
Klaua Rabananit would come toHve snd work, Tha natcewould have
mesnt nothing to Annie Redgats, beni over hor production lins {n
Notiingham, nor ts Goorge Komenda golng about hiy work In far
sway froety Naw Jersey .., but Wittanoom wonld resch vut many
yeurs later to alse tap thern on the shuulder with & skeletsl Anger,

Over the yaars, perhaps 20,000 people passed through thisneer

desertad littietown, soms snared fur life by the wild beauty of thezed

cliifn that ioom overhend, athers spitting good riddance atar just one
day. Uncountad theusands more sround the world ewed their Hve.

lihood to the minsral gouged from the rocks of Witienogas, Al would .

have reason to damn the nams for tha rest of thelr Hees, and their
ehildran’s Yives after thom,

H {2 macabre gad polntters exerciss 1o attempt a Uninsess Book
of World Recards on an industeial disaster a3 snormons sy that
which engulfed this Hitle town n the deserd, The toll from the sne
night in 1084 when & factory in the city of Bhopal in central Indin
apewed tons of deadly methyl i2ocyanstis over the slesplag populss
Hion wan 1700; and poaple are still dying by the day. The radicactive
eruptive of the Soviet nuciear reactor 4 Chernobyl will, some aclen-

" tstabeliave, be reapenaible for more than 16,000 deatha from cancer

overthe next two or three ganerations, And who wanta ta produca d
balance sheet on the thonsands of chiidren horts deed or hidecusly
deformed bocayse cfthet horror drug thatidomids, or the petrochem»
ical polsons dumped in Japan’s Minamata Hay?

But tactuds Wittenoom tn that ek, even If not i the tap, The
{atastand most expert aciantificanalysis of the tragedy thet oovesrred
there predicia that, by the second decads of the naxt centory, noariy
2000 peopis will dis becatine of Wittanoom ~ons I thres of he men
who worked st the mine. And that i Just the workers, No one hes
attempted to forecant thetali smongthe peoplawhose only erima was
thas they juat happened to liva there. No forensie detective s pre-
pared {0 aven guess what will happen to the tans of thousands of
people around Austrslia and scross the workd to whom Wittoroom
sxported ita deadly, dusty mineral,

Evanthocemeteryon thevutakirtyof ratawnoffernnecive tothe
dinaster that i sl unfolding. The poteon of Witlenoom acts #0
alowly that it sap ggggg#aa??%uwag
the town, when muny have almoat forgotien thet they wers evar
thers. Theve ave 20 or 30 graves hore ... i's impoasibls to tal) axactly

.
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4 BLUE MURDER . e ATOWN LIKE HANCOCK 5
becsuse most are no mare then svergrown humpe in the ssrth, W?f%m,gﬁosaﬁpmfi&&ag.g&%

marked only by nesty drilliog bits. Burisls ware net popular In people wha dvéntually came to Hys have would agres with former
Witteponm: tha geannd iv so iror-hard thet tha gravediggers had to ﬁa Aurtgalian ggugog_ﬂg?d%“““s predicted:
use oxplosives 1o blast & holo. The dewd of Wittensom are buvied far .. this area has & wonderful touriat potential, If Ayers Rock canears
away in Perth, in Melbourne and Sydney, In Nottingham and 45 asillion’ a yeur for Alive Springs, the great atttackions of Witis.
Vermigho, and s hundred other cemeterios aropnd the warld, Thers B00M ., cats be worth much rore.
It 60 war cametery for the unknown, uncounted workers of Wit~ - But that wag a2l in the future. Por a century sod & half aftor the
tanoors, although seme of the vittims would Bks $o see ona. white conquentof Susiratis, thecruel dimata of the place that weuld
Vai Doyle's widowsr John, for s start: *f thiak the town apd the be ealled Wittatinom conspired with its fsolafion ta preservs the
mine shauld be presarved hust xs they ate, as & momerisl, Thera region ay Ausiralia's 1ast grest frontier, You wortd have to go b
shauld be photographs on display, achoclchildran should be taken Biberia or tha Amaron to find snything reraotely appronching the
there as & warning for the next goneration, it ke the Jews doin north-wast. When al nst the men and mechines nloved in o explolt
Germany. Wittanoom wat Australia's indusivisi Belsen, It should © Mhereglon'sstaggering minaral wealth, it became the Witd Weat 106
navar be forgotien' Feare o, thinly stocked with hérng-havded, fast.sheoting, hard.
Not that thers's much 1o 1o preserve, Wittencom today reser. drinking pleceprs who survived on damper and Rangarvo staw, And
bies one of thoae claphaand paells Wertorn setaleR deserted in the you shioutd have seen the men! Bven sfter the Becond World War
deseris of southern Spain when Hollywood moaved on to rleher, m:_nneln;uwt.;.Snﬂuw.gtwmgio?rav_smwwlo.iaopﬂas
greenar pastures, o a way, that te nof a bad mataphor, becanse the | ‘countedinthe Cansus)livingln an area of mers than s mitiion square
only reuson Wittéhoom is tnerked on the map at all i because n Jong Mlomatron, Iarpar thag al} of Futopes,
time ago s powerful cyrporation decided thara was money tohe mmds * | Amongthe §rat whita sattlers waa 2 famiily named Haneock, One
thers, Like vo many other settlemants built atross the country « the b of Wittenoom's ibland ords is actually estied Hansock Gorgs, but
logging cavopuof Gippaland, thetin mines of Tasmants, the tanstrie © somesnyihlsidnotenough: it shoutdbe carvad ingiant leltars on ihin
tion towns for the workors oo the mighty Buswy Mouolainabydto- ——  ppe o0 b nte tewn a8 o memorisd to olt thoss whe tived and
alecirioachorss < Ib wasjerry-bullt: 1t was pover mennt ta tast, Witte- (warked and died because of Wittendom. Without Langley George
noom existed ko expinit the minerst riches of thie iand, and was aban.  Hancock, selon of that ploneeriig fumily, there probably would not
doned when thers was no longer 2 buek 10 be made. *  have been a Wittenoom, :

Thehinteriand, now that is sarnathing elss: a place of remote and .| Hencock, now.s cantankerous dinosane of & thay In %is eighites,
forbidding beauty, the sncient tablelend of the Hamerslzy piateay, w  grew ity on Milzs Downs shesp Matlon, an snormous property «
siashed with deop ved gorges lite sowe grologlal opernhesrtopers |y 400,600 uitares v even by Austealisn standaris. it was o few
tion. Ita fslation, & bura-numblng 1450 kdlomesrea north of Parth in  ilometros away'from the apinifex paddock thet would becotme the
the sarfy packhorse days, meant that unill the Second World War '+ Nownship of Wiktanoom, Haneock laft schook early; he says he has oo

thers wersnot even sy detalledmaps of theatwa, nonazsesfor those | segrots: For afaw packete of lollies, you can buy & grofessarto werk

eroded peake and rushingerosks. Rigclossrinkilometrestodalmite . o op very glad § d1dn% wasto ry tins o) univarsity. He
than the nationst eapital s Canberrs, and cloasr too i ita forociens | Fetumed to the Plibara, and to his veaf lave, prosp ag for miner
climate, . i, In the halfcentury sines ther, Hancock hes ackioved fame{iwo

cﬁv.?%&?gggggmﬂnw . blographles) amd fortune (in the 15709 he was Feceiving m roysity
35%0&&33-8&‘&»&&.?%!&%& mgow%gﬁggsgzﬁoasnirvangigu
susiner, cata colinpsa in the sheds, waiting for the aky to fill withthe ; grentest lron ovn deposits or sarth, ap thare {a the Pithare. Moun.

uﬁn»%;&&oﬁ:?%g%g | Laing o€ ore, which e boasts could on thelr own supiport the world's
the Indfan Goean, Hpping away reofs, and sending fivemncie walls | stnelindustry for ooutury, S
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Like much of whet Lang Hancock asys, this should be taken with
agrainofaalt Rishardis knowwharethe %gagﬁ anduand
thasick comedy begina. This i the man who sdvocated using nuclonr
wenpens Lo mine the Pilbars, and who oacs said on television that
Use Aboriginal land rights ‘problem’ could be solved by making dols
cheques for *hait-castes’ payabla only at the town of Port Hedland;
the theary being that once the Ahorigines had gatherad thore for
their handouts, ey would be sterilised by having chemicala put in
ihatr drinking water. Ho datests ‘eco-nuls’ and regards unions ex o
communiat conspiracy; he once suggested funding ane particularly
militant union leador feet-first through a chaff-cultar. Nat, to com-
plete a thumbnail sketch of thin curious and centradictory man, that
he iz entirely unsympathstic 1o centrailly.planned oconomties, whon
{o suits hind, One of his most recent deals waa & billion-dolinr barter
to help prop up the crumbliny econorny of Huwmania, and its Joath-
sotos Staliniet dictator Nicolaf Cenuceacre, .

But that's bytheby, Whatiheretan benodoubiabountis cﬁnmnm.a
single-tninded dedication throughout hislong and prospersas ifs o
#nding, mining, and selling minerals .. at almort 2oy tomd, Bovbass
sod is Hancork, the ‘Man of Iron’ s one of his hagiographers calted
him, that when harecently au%nwma.iaﬂa haifthisage, the

ddlng enke was foed with a touching scens of & crane emplying
ﬁshFSugg-gE%%%g%
expeditions half n century ago were ta light tha fuse of Wittenoom,

"Phe way Hancock fells tha stary, t was hack in 1 938 when he was
out hunting dingoes on Mulga Dewne station that he miuomo& .
cerious rock formation streaking through the daposits of banded
ironutone that make tp tha skelsion of the Pithare. The deposit was
a ixyar & favr centimetves thick of sa odd fibrous matar{a] thas orsen-
bled inta hairdike fragments when you rubbed it. I8 was blas, the

eolour of an avening in tha tropics, and it was everywhare, veinleg

slfes
the canyon eiiff eldes arvund Wittenoom ke blusberry jam in s
&ggﬁgnngggsggﬂu&muﬁ:mﬁ“ﬂ
ingin the sunshine deepin the canyons, Look, butdentouch.
gggaﬁﬂﬁ&sgag%ma?gﬁog%
of minerals: asbentos. And ot Just any asbestos, itwea e ?«Boﬂ%
ailicats found ln only sns other places on earth — erocidolits, to "
aclontists; blus sabesics to you and me, to distinguish { from
conning, the vastly more abundant white {erymatile) snd brown
{smonite} varistios,

“ F '
..c:l.lrilul.o.-ll - 4 -
Y
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Well, that's the suthorised version, nd who would take the credit
away from Lang Hancock for the disaster that Wittenoot was i
become, for the sske of & few facts? Fact number ons: tha existoncs
of kehestos in the Homersley Rangoe hed been knyown for many
years, and the Mines Departmant down in Perth had been offtcially
notified of this in1917, when Lang was n boy of aight. Fact number
twa: anbestos had been roported {n 1024 al Yampive Oarge, whars
Baneock madehis'liacovery s decadsor solater, Fact numberthrse:
the first asbentos mining lesta in the area was peggsd aronnd 1050
by na explorer who was Jod to the spot by ‘s native named Wesny,
sccurding to the recorde, Recordn, schmecorda .. if e wasn't the
dispoversr of hlug Sabeston, Hancock was certalnly the man who put
Rog themap, &7

Younp Lang Hancock tagatn, we have onty his word for this) aent
asampls of tha biue ssbeatos he had fonnd tothe minsraioglsta st the
Western Auatralian Mines Depsariment, down in Parth, Ha wae
bittarly dinappotnted a fow weeka tater when the experts told him it
wan {nteresting, but commercinily nof worth a crumpet, They seid
the warld price wex then anly £18 8 ton, snd it would cont £0 » fon
Juntto fraight the steff down from Wittenoom, Hancock toat intarest,
andeast hinchunk of asbeston anide tause snn dooratep, Wonly it had
fixyed thers, -

Home mg._u&a.*a%nﬁnouv& >834_m,..£ tolang:'s _m.uos. 3

from an asbeston company in England passed through tha station —

}dion's remembet Why now - and ha exprossad great interest in the
n@g-gﬁﬂﬁgawm atory, but heahook his head and neid: “3t'a

werth £70 e tan. "L suggested to him that he was Lalking rubbish, and

then ha paid that he'd pay me £70 « ton. Of eourse, 1 sut the

bestofit, and wend into anhestos mintng. The originaf feasen, in fuct,

werein the nameofhis slster, who died recently in her alghties aftar

living the fast-yuars of har lifas ns an sccentrie reciose In the dylng

ownahtp, .. - &

By the foltowing year, unduterrad by the fact thathe had never
dong any-mining ks his life, Lang Hancock was injbusiness, and
Wittenoomtactusily, it was & nearhy aahestos senm ab s place ealled
Tampire Gorgey wis on its way, Word soos spread, and an aabeston
raly wan 2oon undor way as prowpeciors pegged oot Hitls feanes
sround the gorges, hacked the stufT sul by hinsd, anf managed by
18402 produce 364 tonsofbine ashestan that was cacted Lo the connt
by horse and eart; utility truck w sven by flying fox, The primitive

AR —tid. ., 4
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uﬁﬂg&s.ﬁ&v&gi&o%%g?%g
m«ﬁﬁ%&?zﬂ&ﬁog%&aétggsfé
pchoes down the yeam, i

At first, the sabeston waa simply geuged out of the hilfsides by
wg.%gv.gaﬁaﬁgg%&og!bnnnﬁ
that Hameoek had bulli in 2 shed on his property, put frp sacks and
Swonwuwadap&gggggg%vazg
Sanson. 1t wax hobhy mining a4 I vendest, sad with tha andthe.
docks %g.&gi»gggg&gagus
get very rich out of it. Ja fact, It waa to be another five or #ix yesrs
Eoﬁv%‘&unm&a.k%g%%&? plobe ~the
1un€§.i§g§&p§aﬂ§§ﬁa
%ai?mugiggguﬁf%wzszﬁzg
Egéiggggwgggag

g%ﬁ%#%?@&%lﬁ%ﬂﬂsggg
gg%ﬁw&??%«%%k?%&
# tuxn-goade plague of industrial divease that will eyentuslly dalm
sors fivan than Kives, Vistnom snd alf the sumall wars of post-

. indepandence Africa put together,

Tk
V. ¢ e 4 pwive » b VGRS

i »
v '
s

Thé ‘magic
mineral’
T ike Nesoling your Tungs sloioly flled 0ith wet concrete.
.l - Asbestasls vietim

Tt realty Hved up to ia advartising hype: it was the ‘magic mineral’,
T was rasiniant o fire, to arid, to rorrosive seawstar, You could spin
Rahatr-fine filirns into fireproof fabrics, you could mix it with ceavent
ta mnkes building materinia Hightar and stronger than anythlag ever

: soan, yad ool fnstlate warships with i, you eoeld finely Ster any.

thing from heer & polson gas ~you could do everything with asbes-
{os, and # glolal industry with & turnover of blllions mnde aure of
that, By the ticie moat Western countries bugan outlawing it in the
1960s, it war used in morn than 3000 different products in just about
svery country.on earth, And by the tima the clean-up begap, 1t was

| o Inte: uncouitable quadrillions of invisible amdestos fibros had

polluted the planet. Ashastos ik now part of the globat ecosystem, '
from Siterien stieams (o the desert air of the Sahel.
Infact, asbeaton wannof really a 20th entury product, ft had been
Inown since pre-history, Archseclopists fn Finland heve dug vp
bowla dating back more than £000 yenrs in which the day was relsn.
forced with asbestos, Tha Bth century Carolingisn Emperor Charto
magnethsaldiohave had s tablecioth woven from the stu, snd used
tadalight hin gaenta by throwing it on to the flve after s mesl e clean
up the food scraps. The wicks of the off Iampa caryied by the vestal
virgina were mede of anbesios, It wes used by the ancient Greeks,
whaminaditenthelaland ofCyprus, marvelled at ita Areproalouatic
tes, and pays L ts name: £abeston, meaving ‘nquenchable’,
Although 1 was used during the mid-18th on in s few odd
products Hke Haling banimotes — which may -ﬁwﬁ sotaathing
about confidanda’in the tira 150 yenrs age, if they Aad to try bo stop
poopls burning them ~ the modern ssbestos industry did not reslly

- erank wp umtil Wis Jast twe decaden of the certury when hugs

deposits were foiind fn South Africa snd in Cxnade, An asbestos
industry sprang up, spostheaded by the great myltinationsls that
gggg.gwggawﬁg@sgg“?zsg
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Cape Asbestos, snd Turner and Newall ware the Iwo major cotpas
nies; and intha 1/8A the Johns Manville Corporation, which became
ihe biggest asbeates miner and manufacturer In the world Hun-
dreds of other companies nlso were eventually idvolved In mining,
miliing, weaving and fabrication, but the Blg Three dominated the
industry that was to pul tens of millions of tons {an estimated 20
million tons in the 1S slons) of asbestos fnte ahips and pianes, offies
blocks and suburban homes, ears and kitchens, rallway carrisges
and watsrpipes on every cntinent, even Antarcties.

It was ueed in predictable ss weall ax i snsuspected ways, Bo-
catson of ita haat-resistant groperties, nearly svery ear in the world
ussd to have aabeatos {n fts brake Uninge. Bot who wonld sxpect it
to turn up in play-dough, onca modalled by kindergarten children?
1 was usad to insulnte power stations and warships {tons of it had
anc?na&?g%gkgﬁomgg_p&ﬁ
turned up ln condoms, mixed with the taloum powder with which
thoy wers onos dusted, We are famitiar with the work gungs, sulted
up like astronauts in their protective ganr, removing asheatos frect
eity bulldings; but what happened to alt thoss ironing beavds, oven
gloves, five curtalna in theatres, ropes asd conveyor belts, filtars bn

Erait juice factories, gasmanks, pisstox padded with anbestos, oven |

ihat patent for jta use &8 A cigaratia filter?
Why did the ‘magic mineral’ become #o popular? Ose of the argw

menta mounted sven today by the sshestos industry lathat thers wat
nothing eisa available that could have done the job, In fact, Tang
Haneack, the founder/father of Wittenoom, claims constantly that

ashestos saved mors fives than it will cost, and was specified in

government couteweta, fnthe 113 thisls known as the Deviimademe
do 1t* argument, atd it has boeo demolinhed effactively by the diatier
guished Amsrican anvironmental scientist Dr Barry Castlemas,
whosa book Ashestor ix the definitive medionlegal taxt on the wabjeck

Other products Hke magnesia had been used In lnmuintion from
thalate 18005, By the time asbestos began Sooding on to the minrkek:
nower matarists, ranging frot Sbhregless to yermiculite and minecsl
wool « products Ehat have not beos shown 1o be hazardous .« were
aveilable and could heve dane the job ot Jeast as woll an sabeston~
that is in avary respect but ane: Doy would not have made huge
nrofits for the asbestos industry. Frem 1886, more than 70 patenta
were taken cut in the US far products thet could have besn veed
laatend of nebestos. RPew of them moreeded, and that 1s hanlly sur-

[ ]
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prising connfdoring that they were sither reglstered by « or quick!
bought fip by - Johna Manvitie and other 83:3»5” nﬁw.wnum -H
mich tolose if & rival product cume on the market. fn any cass, does
auyons serlously srgie that & modern ear with asheatos-free byakes
takes longsr to atop than a T-modet Ford? ' ’

So aabenton became part of qur dally fives, and Avatenlin quickly
embraced the ‘magic mineral’, Until the Socond World Wae it was
rostly Jmported from-South Africa and Canads, although there
were apiall minon st Zeahan, ov Taamania’s west const, and near
Gundagal in New South Wales, The darmes Hardie Corporation,
which haa niow dropped the dranded word asbestos from the sign o
fta Sydasy buliding, became ths leader among a dozen fopal manu.
facturets, making infulation, ballding panets, pipes and a rangs of
other procucts, You ouly have to drive around those western indus-
trial suburte of Sydney and Melbourns ta see how popuiar It waa;
whole suburby of ‘i’ bungalows, each built with the traditienal
*ibre’ dusny out the back. Ona housedn $0built in Aveteslin from the
1850s through to the 19701 had asheatos coment wall panels, and as
many sk 70 per oant of all office buildings contain some of {2, Tha bii
Faat to wtrip asbestos sut of Commonwealth Govearnmeat buildings
hias bean put at $9 hiltion,

This was the bandwigon that Lacg Hancoek and his pastners
wers asgar, boo eagar, to fump an, The Austealian market for asbes-
toa, aven befors the Savond World War, wan worth $1 miftion & year:
snd thén there wen the exporl polentisl, Fancock had alraudy had
promising talics with the British, who were desperate for asbestos bo
usn s fiitorn in gaaindaka. And hispartners hadstarted negotistions
with Johns Manville in'the United States. The prive was sbout 2o

. %ﬁu&gug?ggmgagwmﬁagn?:

exeept thave way ons iiitls problem, ¢
We hud come 2 fong way from the anclent Greeks, but just £9 there

. 'was nothing taw about the extracrdinary properties of nsbastos,

Wt s ———— "

thers was no modor mystery about its hazard to hedlth, The
dangers had been known as fong as the minars} iteslf. B Burry
Castlemnn has discovired that as far back xe the fiest ry AD
stavaninvoived in waaying asheston had been protected frooh breath.
ingtr tha dust by oskog tha tranaparent skins from animal Yadders
arespirators. - .. ;

“The Romans miy weil have found that slavas weaving pebestos
ggggzg the point that they Arst could dot axert

AR
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themsaivanin thefewark, snd than died xu thelr bruathlogdificudtion
bacama savers, (They) inatitutad the use of reapiratare in order to
g??%&ﬁ%ﬁ%!%oﬁ»ﬁéﬁ#
keop it from wearing out too quickly,’ Dy Euan wiots,

%ﬁwu the Jatter years of tha Inst contury, when ssbexton mining
began to boom and xabestsn swantshops wers apringieg ap from
zamsnwpssziuswzam.w% ancient warning hed been forgetten
w 9F, NIGTE TEAYBZONT » RBEO&.

Nearty half a century before ssbestos mining began at Wit
tenoom, ke health authorities i Kngland's industrial novih becama
concerned abost the M-health of warkers in factoriss spinning and
earding aabeatss, making it into pips ineulstion, even stufing R inle
matiresnss, Mowt of thess ‘mill slaves’ were woinen, many of them
firls, and some a8 young s 12.-Even by the xeugh, lough, neos
Dickensian atandards of \he day, conditions in the asbesisy factaries
of Manchester and Birminghars wers becoming & pudlic acandal, ss
13e workers began 10 sicken and dis as young ke thelr early thirties,
1n 1898, the Lady Inspectors of Pactaries (who ranst have been the
industrial Florente Nightingales of their day, and worth a bock on
their awn) commentad an the ‘svil effecta’ of the dust to which the
workers wers expoted. A fow years 1ater one of them reported: ‘Ofull
the infurious, dusty procssses of which Thave... recslved complaints,
none, § beliave, surpass i injurlousness to the workera .., asbeston

manuinacture”

By 1906 the publie outery had forced the British Government ts
satsbliah a Parliarcentary Commission to lnvestipats, and the il
horrne of conditions in the industry began to be exposed. The promi-

nent public heaith doctor H. Montague Muryay pavs evidenceofm

sutapey on & man wise had warked fa that dost-bick eanding soors
of an asbestos taxtile plant, and who had died et the ageof 33, 1 was
1he Arst sctentifieatly proven death from sshestes in reedical litera-
ture, a landwmark that hes been quoted down the years in thousands
o7 casss in which the asbestos indiuatey has tried 2o show that so ane
knew tha dangers of ashestos, Even more alarmingly, that men
ciaimed he was the Iast survivor of 10 people who hiad all hean werk-
Engﬁoiﬁugtws;g%z&%&ag?ﬁwn«ua
before, There could navar agein be sny doubt that eabeatas dust was
s&ggmﬂﬁwﬁgggaeégwagg
knawn, By 1827 it had a name: sabestosis,
u:ngﬂnuratna&g?.;&aw:u%&.é
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ing axbostosis mi {ike hving your lungs afowly fillad with wet ron.
<rota, What happens ia thet as the asbestoa dustis inkialed, mittiona
oftha minute Ghrea lodgs botween the colls of the ungs, bullding up
oy tinsue iike » apider’s waeb, untl the tung is atrangled. 1t (s

taposure-ralated, eithough aven nftar neerly a contury of scientifie

*ady noone knows bow much dust you have to breath to coutruct it,
Fhere is no ‘safe’ level of exposure to asbestos, The dinssss is pro.
gressive. Thera is no treatmnnt, The vietime nevar got botter, They
slwayndio, ofted of a ‘comaplication’ e bronchitis, pneutnanis or the
%%.a&gaggggwfugéu
svtwork of blood vessels in $he tungs, )

; What doexit foel ke? Firat you noties s shotteaing of breath: you
can’t play spost any more, you struggls with the stalrs. You develop
8 dry, raspiog congh, and when you go to the doctor he hasrs coack.
Hig fn your Jungs through his stethostope, the slnister siguature
tune of ashestosis, Aa the yenrs go by, the disesse gets worse, You
Trava Lo glve op work, sven sax. You don't have the axyges; you doa't
hiarethoeneryy, As youapproachdesth, your lipsmay tuim blue, and
Jou may deavalop a strange thickeoing, ‘cubbing’ ths dortors eall it,
#% the tipe of your fingers. By now your fungs are nascly dead, and
%6 are youw. Your Jast Hngering days o weeks or montha are apent ia
bed withan oxygen mask etrapped to your face. The only thingtotook
formaed to i mBorpital compasnionate and skilied snough in patn-
kilting drugs to dull your Saul sgony. .

. ‘Thin medical horror story wes widaly knows by the 1530, when
Foung Hancock wanfossicking sround on Mulgs Downs station
insenrchof minorals. Infact, 1930 wasthe yaar the aioet comprehen-
slva and oonclanls study of the diseass was published jn Englxed,

i AHome Offtcndoctar named Merewsther and a veniiiaiion engineer
;  inemed Prica éxamined workers and workplaces In tha ssbestcn
itvhustry; 363 uen and woren wers exatained,.and gavs detallad
Mintortes of thalraccupational axposure to the dust; 36 per eont were
Fond to han asbestonis, more than onoln three, Ths two investign-
| bor found that the disesse could davelop after as liethk as alx months'
 #xposure, and alter 20 years by the Industry, four oul of Ryvs workers
 Sould expect to develop the chronle symptoms of cyanonta (bius Hpa),
: dyapnea (shoitage of breath), lunge that erackisd fike cornfiakes,
- and & yackiog cough, L
gaﬁgg.gpg?ag?:waﬁa?&?ﬁg
. whetherthe workere o the maantims had escaped fom the dust, At

% vnbe . S
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a n torgier 0 catch ruta contracted azbestoain and,
“n“rﬂﬁn panting M.a%«vzwﬁ. wig destroyed 1o put it oot of its
Bnﬁ.mﬂ Miokstars® response to this dovastating report was the
traditional ‘Yes, Sir Homphrey', *Guddelines’ ware introduced rec-
ommendiog demplng things down in the factorien, enclosing ma-
chinere, and irapraving ventilation to try and cut down oo the daat
levals, The dying continued, By 1848 ~ three years after full seals
miningbegan at Wittenoom — there were 235 mown aubeatos deaths
in Britain alons, and tha alarm bells were beginning to ring across
industriat Burcpe. France: 18 workersdead of pulraopary fibrosis’at
ane factery alons; Jtaty; 30 dead in tha mining and milling industry,

Butit waninthe 184, thebollar room sftheworld ashestos indusiry,

that the first great wave of Hitigation was beglaning, Inndrmuark cases
192?8“”?%859»:%#333&39!53“
to the werld,

m 1927, tha same year asbestasta got its nums, tha Srat case for
compensation was fought ~ and woti ~ before the Masaachuseits
Induntrial Accident Borrd, A man who had been the foreman of the
weaving depariment in an asbestos factory got comperssation for the
mégﬁorogggggggg.g
mave cJaims wers Rled with the courts and compennstion commia-
sions seross the country, and the anbestos industry faced its firt
major txixis. Companien were threatened with a damages payoul of
the then sstronomienl suns of $115100 milliorn. And the giant Johns
Manvills Corporation was at the head of the quene; as far back xe
1529 the company had been served with writs clalméng $U5350,000
for each of 11 employees sifering from ssbestos-refated dixoase.
They claimed that Manville had beon nogligent 1n not providing ma.
snfs workpiace, bresthing masks for its workers, or & proper von
Ietion system.

_ thﬂmr.. tesponsa became 8 bluepring the anbestos _am_.-m__q
- srqund the world wan {o follow as %3%#%‘#& &
decades; not cleat up or cloas fts mines mnd factories, but hire isw.
yers, bay insuranes, find medical %582?9&%
_ogqu”o%?%&ggggg phov
trete sad delsy the inevitable day of tegat reckening. Fg‘ﬁo
cases in 1929, they pulisd one more trick out of the bag: Man
avantually agreed to pay the 11 E&%gﬁ.?n&n—nﬁgﬂ
was $USI0,000 sech, not the $50,000 thay had claimed. Hat,

R R v e e . e & . ety .
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Sere's theextraordinaryblt, thay sxtracted s promise from the pialn.
$6y’ lawyer that he would never again take & caes againat Manvills,
Thelitigation subsidad to a ripple that broke harmiessly sgainet tha
rocksofthe asheston tuduntry, Noons faresaw the tids) wave overths
horizon, .- . ,

it wazhrot o emerge publicly for nearly halfa century that while
oon branch of corporate America was denylng tiability for the
workers dying in its mines and factories, Lhe dangers wars clearly
recognisedt-by another, the insurance industey. In 1918, a man
pamed Holffman, & statistictan with the mighty Prudestiel Insur.
ante Company, hed donean analywisofthe workars srnployad by ane
of the asbestos compnnies for which Prudential carried Hability
inaurancs, What he discovered wonid cause mechchewing of pencils
throughoit the indostry: nine ofthe 1 3 workers his company Inaured
had died before reaching the sge of 45, It made no actuarial sonss,
but Hoffimax beeams convinced (hiat wbestos mining and manufue-
torlng gmﬁw involve a conalderahle hazard’, Within & fow
yoearn, the raet of the insursnce industry had headed tha warning.
Two major Insurance companies respondad by increasing their pra.
mtums o asbeston workers by 50 per cent, and & sumber of other
companies wers refusing to fneure rabestos workars at il ’
~ Mediealundorstanding ofthe Lerrible toll of asbastos was advanc.
ingbyleaps and bounde. By the time the Becond Warld War started,
several Rindred papers had bean published warning of the dangears,
‘They were ns diversa ss the Interuntional Labor Offlcs (‘All pros.
essen, from extraction snward, unquestionably involve m tonsider.
eblo hidzand) to the Asbeatos Worker, the industry’s own maonthly
tradefoursial, which reprinted & raport on a “new form of shronle pul-
inonary fibrosin’ among eabentos workerw, Hy 1535 thare wrs evan a
taxtbook (Sificasls and Asbestosis by A, J, Tainta), which stayed in
print for 20 years and became the standary] reference at university
medical sifools it Australin and around the world on preumoco-
plosls: thé umbrelis term for dust-cauaed lusg diseases, which, of
totres, inclode sabentoxls, !

So severat hundred peopls were atready dbad or dying, Compa.
niex were refusing to insure asbeston warkerh. Govarnments wers
faying dowss (admittedly Inndequate) standands for dust Jevels in
rmines and factories, Ashertosis had been socepied oe an dndustsial
diseasé that qualified for compensation, B of medical papers
and & texibook were in the [bvaries. Asbestos companien had nar-
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avoided litigntion thatwenld have mnk thesntire Indastey for
Hﬂmﬂwﬂa«s;ﬁﬂ was the stata of knowtedge of the dangers of the
io%%?gﬂonmﬁﬁgvlg%g
aaggfggmaglﬁ%.??#&-&
planes, the battieships, helmets and gasmasky needed to dofeat
and .
m&ﬂﬂw&&”&”?gﬂ%g!ﬂﬁgsssog
uf?nanw%&m%g&s-ﬁsg&?%a
%%ggméﬁgﬁuﬂgﬁpi
Egﬁggﬁgﬁguﬁwggg%uv_ﬁ%
Wittanoor, '
16 the Hamersloy Rangea?
Yes, Westarn Australis, that's right.

Ermowggqoﬂg.grwwo?gg.
atrgnpor, finer shan anything you have seen citside South Afciea,
?i%ag.ﬁngnﬁmggw&}n%
8%2%?&&»%5%?1&?«8%80

i + mejor industey, and ths paddock callod Wittenues a boom town,

The new
Konaks

g&uwmﬁnaﬁﬁﬁaa&gg%nsg.
. -~ Mines Departmant napector

?

My first memory wan the heat, the heat nod the dust. Az socn as you
stapped off the plane it hit you. It touat have been £ 20 dagrons .., you
hisd o drink water sl the time, eat ssll tablety, Tha men slopt naked
Iy the tents) that’s how bt it was.’ .

3t condd be some Sahiaran explorar talking, but this is & famlliar
wolcs, & famitiar face, Those fial Australian vowels, that cheerful
gday, Wimeahave 1 seon that scrudby Binck beard before, watehed
thosesupple hands waving abeut? Ofcovese, it's Rolf Harrls, detizht
of avery Avaaie kid's T'V childhood, ths man who could paint » pass-
abie Nematiira landscape with halfa dozen aweepa of his decorators
brush, play the didgerideo sanding o0 hin head.

Ralfs over in England for the Christmes pantos and werkingon -

sbook at hisbesutiful hatoonted house balanced overths Thames not
far from Windsor Castle, Willow trees woep. Ducks glide dy in the
walory wisiter afternoon, 1P s Joog way from the molien heat of Wit.
torioom, and a long, loog time agn.

Rowsn 1948, to be precise. That’s when young Rolf was looking for
somethibg ts do during the sod of year break from the Unlvarsity of
Western Anstralla, where o was oificially studying ta be a teacher,
but actually majoring in table tennis, Hix mother had read » magn.
séna article whoiit the faynway minfig sattietnent that was heing
bruilt in the Hamersley Ranges, and was paving about the scenie
Hernting of the iandecspe she had never seen. Rolf, whose real am.
bition: was to, become u serious Tuspressionisf; decided to spend a
cotple of months thers, exrn & fow pounds ﬁ”agna?aaz@

Tha corspary that owned thes mins and town was calind
Asvizalian Bive Asbentos (ARA), the joint set up Rvo yoars
esriler by Lang Hancock and the Colontal Sogdr Refining Company
ta tolna the asbeatos he had ‘dlscovered’ in ranges. Hancock,
‘diszatisfied with the conduct of the cparation, hewaid, had reslgned
fhat yeur frimn hin job an assintant mansger of the mine, He sold his
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to snd the mine was $a remoain the properiy of C8R'
”ﬂ“ﬂfﬁﬂﬂﬂ. mubsidiary twhick later changed ita nama to Midaleo)

until the day it cloaed, .
ABA's offite ki 1948 was in the then graceful boulavard of 8t
George’s Terrace, the canyon of commercs that divides Perth, mnd it

_ was thers that young Rolf Harrls, and thousands of ather warkers

the yonrs, went toingaire about a fob, Tosny thatthey
nggwﬁﬂoﬁéa-g-iﬁggﬁpgﬁg.
would be an understatement. Word had atready spread among the
tightdmit professional mining communities like Kalgoarile -ﬁ
the appaliing conditions st the mine, According to Frank Soter,
unoficial mayor of what's left of the townahip, ABA even had talent
scouts st the Parth costrts where rooh arrested for vagrancy (inauk
fictant meens of fawful suppert’ the chergs uaed {a rend) wonld be
offored the choice: §uil, oz go and work at Wittancom,

Roif Harrls wan welcomed with spen srms, although he'd never
cinpped ayen on a mine in his life, Two arms, two legs, two syep
thone were about the only qualifications required, Within a day or
two, he was fiying north on tha oid MacRcbertson Miller plage that

dothe ‘mitk ran’
gﬁﬂ%ﬁ@% 100 of them From Rolf's memory, were living
1n tents then; tha littis town was atill under constraction, The water
was pumped from & nesrby creek. The food was foud, thisk sand.
i«r&%gggngzsw%.&gﬁg»g
tough frontier tawn; 10 place for a nive young man ike Relf Harrls:

Tt was thelawofthe jungle. They were areat bunchof desperades,

m%&nﬁ?gmgﬂgg.grzgﬂmgm%g . ’

eallad whohad appareatly bean in amental institution and the
meén :ﬂﬂ&&sﬂ! picking on him, calliog him names, One anﬂmw.w
attacked his main tarmentar, s fwn named Sasm ., bashed him
ngu.gmaﬁinusgggggg
hin back on the ground and stasted calling sut “Invalld ...§
$te woukin't get uy, s0 Sam lay down on the ground na““ag
started layinginto him, punching him, until the fight was ...?
hay had no mercy. That's the sort of placs it was, #luuapmwmﬁ
goaggggg?a%ighﬁgmpﬂs&
with hiaboots isgggiw&aﬁas%i%
alarge g%ﬂgggagﬂiﬁazu%ﬂnﬁn.ﬁ
biggast helmet they enuld find just perched en top llke vy
nﬁavgaamgkn_gragicg&%%
ol only a few days:
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“The first tims £ walked Into tha mins, T eravhad into the reef and
knocked myself out. You were working in thesa tunnele 30 low you
souldn't straighten up, Thore was dust overywhere ... arsund the
-@&gsngg-ga_og#’-?u%ag. §
it was murder, Eventually the man ! was shovelting the rock with
%ggggwéggwaoagnsnga petitng my
weight. Thank God for that .., T was tennaferved ta laying water
nt ¥
u@m&m spent & coupls of monthe at Wittenoom, working the night
shift 8o that hecould have the day feee for painting, That was guite
2 Hiffleult exercine; it was so hot that the paint dried solid the mo-
mpot it hit the canvas, Ha wan huppy 4o get back {o Perth when his
‘holiday’ was aver, and thought nothing of his tims at Wittansorm
antll many yeare later when he notioed in the newapaparn that the
mpn of Wittanootn wers coming down with asbaston diseass, He went
for » check-up, and was roliaved when the doctorn totd him he had o
{:0ffecta from his tma st the mine, But, bya bitterirony, hin father,
who had been & turbine driver at ths Bast Perth powsr station, died

t{ow yeurs ago from asbestosls caused by the dust shaken looss from '

fngulation, "

‘What Rolf Harrls didn’® know wes that the resson conditions st
Wittenoom were 8o primitive wasthat themen whe desigoed and ran
ik mine dido't know much more sbout it then he did, Like Lang
Heneock’s original Heath Robinsen plant, it was sobhled tegethar:
ihs rathols stopesa matew high whers men worked all day dent
detble; the crushing plant that was always dreaking down; the tin
thed where those most tragie of al) Wittenoom's sventual victims,
the ‘grey ghosta’, worked in & fog of dust packing the asheston into
Juis sacks, Safe working conditiong cansot fumt be satedsed on o an
sxisting dumgp itk this (2 mining expert was 1o later tantity), thay
bays toba denlgned from thestart, At Wittanoom Ahrough ignorance
ot avarice or both, that never heppensd. i

e had boen five yoars sariler, in 1943, that CBR and Lang Han.
tock shook hands over an agreement Lo build ijntnn. Hancock
siwsyshndbeen & hrospector at heart, not a miner. CSR Hikewisa had
vory litle experiance, sithough # had mads ons sneucesssful 2.
tempt to mine sthextos ot Zechan in Tasmanis, THe company was

P sctually, as ite nime says, & plantstisn swnar and gugnr refinar, In

fack, the augar refiner, with » longstanding moaopdly lu Australls,
Foe gunerations the sugarbag in svary Inrdar in the bountry carried
&nm&azunma_ga logn of CBR. #ts sligarchy in the industry wes

N iy ke At
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socomplatathatthers was é&u&ﬁuﬁwm? CHMPATY,

& Royal Conumisslon was .
S«th an old corporation, one of the oldest in tha tonntry, foundad
1% 1 BB by Str Bdward Knox, a stern, frocik-conted pusineamnan with
mettonchop whiskers who was born in Dsnnark but descended from
Scottish Preabyterians, Ha inherited thale sthicof thrifk, hard work
and vectitude, and founded & dynasty that wax to smirsi the come
pany unti] the 1850s. Although CSH was nominaily 2 publie com-
pany with & wids runge of inveators, it was dominated by the Knox
taenily, father, aon, and grandson, for nearly a century and & Knox
weas chairman at the time of Wittenoom. By the tuxn of the century
they had built it inte the grestest industrinl conspany in the country
« only ons or two of tha banks had more sesats - with suger pian.
tatlons and crushing plants up and down the enstern veaboant of
Australia, in New Zealand and Fil. 1t i £18i] the eloventh largest
corporation in the country, with assets of mare ihan $4 biltion,

Bo what sort of & tompany was 1t that wes embarking on mining

. thishighly toxieminerat cutinthe West Australinn desert; what was

the ta sthos? It had & conservative, pataynalistio tradition
gngs&am? integrity. CSR supportad fres trnde ~ exeept
whin lmported asbestos undercat its price and It went to the
govarnment for 8 $ariff handout « and [t did not believe in compul-
sory unioniams. I fnet, weti) dhe enrly 1800y, CIR hed weed Kunak
1abour on te snger plantations in Queensiand - Bouth Senintanders
kidnapped by ‘bisckbirders’ who behaved ‘with & eallovanens and
brutality equalling anything that happened during the course of the
Afriesn alavetrade’, seconding toono writer. Smoking washanned o
E«Bﬁu.iggﬁggwﬁog% Na
waman wan sssplayed by CSR, not even a8 & secrotary, unii] 1938,
‘the company’e official history sums up its corporats philtosophy like
this: ‘A fundanental object of the company iatomake godd profitafor
fta many shareholders, Profit srust be the srbiter; it is the praciicel
measure of social utitity? A syitic, quoted approvingly in the r.zw.
put it mora ngwwwgg-.agﬁgvﬁrﬁ_aﬁ.ﬁa
So why would & company like this, a tompany that m_u»
about sugar, bt not tsch about anything elas, be talking to ﬂ_u
Hanoock abotit # ming in the wilda &.?m&%g&a
answer @é?fﬁgilgagm«»%g .
?%?ilﬁgﬁbit%% ]
divinion, In 1935 it had bullt a pilot plant in Quesnsland tomanufsc-
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. turs wallboards using bagassa, tha croahed cans huska from ita

mills. It also had soms experiance with ssbestos, In 18961 €SR had
 bought an asheston factory st Alexendeis (o Sydney, and twa yess
- later it opened a smal] white asbestos mine In Tasmanis. 8 when

.| Lang Haneock walked in tha door with his lenses in his hand, CSR
. waw a golded apportunily. “The embarkation of the tompany ints
: mintng typiies the plonearing spirit on which the fOMmpany was
v founded,’ gostien the officinl acoount. They are words that must be

reiurniog 1o haunt todsy’s divectors.
gfﬂmﬁgsﬂ% hadn't doete his

;| tums, In an internat report recommending the mine's closurs in
! 1968, ane of CBI's own executives admite . . vb thoreugh investiga-

Hon of the depoait at Wittenoom wes made’, ¥or most of the yorra

i CSR mined asbeston, the operation Jost monsy, 1t struggted into
$ profit only for the five yesrs from 1956, and then only by thraahing'
¢ “R%oassﬁwwgn&%?-%s?u.?gﬂ
. bmes, wasas frantic that workers Jammed rocks into the machinery
to bring the plant to & grinding bait, Sill, it névar mannped o tenr
. tzore than 10,000 {0 15,000 tona of ssbeston £ yoar put of tha fianks

of those gromt red cliffs. When 1t closed, the mine had accumulated
lonsofarotind $2.6 mitlion, The miners, sfcourss, ware to Jone thelr

> 1 1n1D38, CBR had sent ons of its senior executiven, & man nasmed
" | Makeolon Gearge Ring, arcund the world to study usbastos uilalng,
: | begloning e yelationship with the Johns Manvills corporation that
- | wagtolust for 20 yanrs. Ha locked at mines it Canads and in South

Afticn, and ha fnspected factorion in New Jestay axid Burage, When
he reperted ta CSR, the company derided to i to copy Manvitis'a

 wnconss a0 Atart an asbentos-based building pi divinion.

¢ . There wots other oversess trips by USR executives, in 1047 and

1952, and Johns Menviils, the workd’s Jargést asbestos company,

m became Wittenoom's biggest cuntomer, Latar, miuch later, CSX was

16 aak the courts i beligva that no one had brought to its attention
the then svérwhelming docamentation of the datiers of the sinerst
it wan to mine, Cortainty, CIR never laxrned how Lo operats o viine

._ anfely, o7 even profitably,

The original plan was to drive 2 shaft horizedtally into the chiff
#ids, chasing the elustve two-Inch-thick vein of Bine asbentos, then
deilt and blast-stopes off the ridas of tha main of. What CSR
hada’t iaken ints nesonnt was the toughriesn of the sflica rock In

s Ay " Nasa - e s ——

N L
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which the asbexton wan focked, The wrong equipment wan bought,
drills broke, the original mining angliveer, who had only experiencs
of 'soft’ voa! mintng in England, coulda't cope. Bventuaily, thay had
ta ettle for cramped stopes, some only 88 fnches high, in which aven
a2 dwarl would have to atosp. A visiting doctor noticed with interest
some yearaiatay that, as well ns all thatr ather problems, many sfthe
men had daveloped & rare nod nasty museniar condition knewn s
Raynsuwd's Phenosenon fromworking sl day bent almast doubls, Tt
was the worst mine I have aver beert down,' wrolax miner with years
of experionce st Kalgoorls. And an exrly report from & Miner
Dapariment itispector came to this devastating contlunton: From
the humean angle, {(working) conditions had retrogressed 100 years,
and [t wax (raascnable) ta anvame that this alove would cause the
fese {faiiura) of the expariment’ .

gawzggiﬁﬂga&oﬁ&&goﬂnxﬁa
wagon traln, picked over by hand end smashed with hammers on a
rack called a grisaly. The rubbie was then tipped into a peries of {in
shiads that stagyersd up the hitinids, to be progressively crushed, to
have the sabentos Abres sxtracted, and finally to be emptied down &
chirts to the bagying mill where the ‘grey ghosts’ yamnmed it into 100-
pound sacke with sticks Ifke baseball bats. Rverything wan second-
hand: machinery wastrucked in fram all svor the placa and somehow
3%3&&&3.533&#&?35&::%%5:2
housa sams from Whim Creek, the crusher sll the way from Mek.
boutros. It was & tairacie the contraption worked st all,

By 1959 theare from thatoriginal shaft was exhavsted and a new
mine wen dug fnto the hillside & kilometre or no sway, But in the
construction of the new piant, CSR showad that it had Jeerned
nothisg from tha tarribin conditions it was inflicting on its workers.
s new mill ~ and that turned oot to be the most dangerous plece
10 work ~ was fust as ramabackle, just aa filthy es the old ne just
sbendoned. -

Down the mine the dust from drilling and blesting the asbestos
gfnﬁggipg«sﬁ#;gu&g?%
light bulbs hanging from the celling of the tin shed locked like
candlon, one worker recatis. When yors watkad {n, you had ¢o god
within a couple of feet of 8 man Lo recogniss him, hecause thelr facea
were coated with dust fike pancake make-up,in later years the
managsment did provids little masks for the workers, bus the men
eoulde’t wear them because withis mioutes the filters would choke

R L TR A—— - 1 M.
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up with dust and breathing would become fmpossitile. They didn'
know, of couree, that the duat they were breathing evuld kil them.
Ba ignorant wars thay of tha dangers that ane worker recalls his
mates uring steanda of aabeatos as duntal foas aB2r iny had saten
‘their lunch on a table xo conted with dust you coutd wrlts yourname
init. CSHnever told lts warkers what it knewofthe dangers sfeating
aud hroathing thoss lethal fibres .. & pattern that was 1o sontinue
down the yonrs sa knowledge of aven aore terrible diseases than
shestonla cama to Hght,

. Tam very angry about that, vary bittar. CSR knew about it all
slongt. If they had done the right thig then and fald us about the
daniger, we woneld have had the option an whethér or 5ot we wanted
to take the risk, But they never said a thing, 1'd lke to shoot the ot

. efthem® .-

1t's a refiwin you hear over and over fiom the survivors of Witte. |
noore. Ifonly they'd knowa, This man is Erc Marcer, & chirpy Hitils
ehapol 48 who had e roughensughupbringing without havieg tolive
the last yanrs of his lifa with the threat of ashentos death daily in hia
mind. He wan born during the war and sbandoned 16 wn orphanage
trorn which he was plucked at the age of12 by his father who was out
of the RAAP and had fovnd & regufar place to work « Wittencors,
ALTE he left the Hittls Wittsnoom school and took a Job with the
enly employer in town, the mine, e was put to work In the mill,
where for two yenrs his job wean o stencif the destinations of ths
ashestos on the sides of the sacke, "It was unreat, You coolda’s ace a

: footin front of you at Himes, The dust was piled up that high (he hoida
: bix hnnd tovo Tout above the Boor) arvund tha mackines. Wa used to
- throw handfuls ol the stuff at sach otherfor fun, we'd uss the air hosa
 tablast tha diist into each other’s faces. It was na dusty the conveyor
- balts nued Ly aeive up uil the Hme, and the electric motore would burn

ol 1 waz unreal! ’

Not long aftar Erie and his father ~ who eleo worked at the mine
= maved on i the greansr pastures of Geraddipn, they began to
tanling just what {t wasthey hed been exposed to, Etic Marcer Sanior,
it in hds thirties, notized the first warning signs of aebestoate: the
breathlennen, the conghing. His condition got woree, oh a0 alowly,
sntdl in 1975 , after nearly two decades ax a derdlocripple, he died
aged juat 57, And the tragedy had still not run it conrme.

Afaw yhnrs later, Bric’s older brother, Ray—whb had atso worked
at Wittanoom — began Lo nicken. For histast 10 yedr ho waa unabie
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harely abis t5 walk, in and oot of hospital aed plugged into
Mﬂﬂwsgegsa?eiftaﬁ.?maagwa
nmﬁwuw%gmg tha dissasa that hay killad twy of hin
?amw.xagvsmgauouﬁgggzagﬁa
&gagggéiuwowseﬁog.g%
wﬁmgwwgﬁwcm%-gma%aﬁg%tg%ow
{n hia Sittla flnt in Perthto try toxpand hisshrinking lungs. But he's
yits foos. % key to have a posttive attituds, but I know that ons dag it
will probiably get me, It will got ua sll. If only those bastards had
m-ﬁaﬁ& , :
o whom'
W.«pg?ﬁsiggggrggrt%
%%E«#gigéga.&a?gﬁggn%
unﬂ»agg?m?r&%gaa?wn?ig&bag&?
Wittenoom vietime, the one man of sll thoss corpoerats menagem,
gga&&%ﬁa%ﬁﬁﬁﬁeﬂsﬁ;g%a%?ﬁ%
so mizerably in thair duty to protect the minere «» whe not only
foressw the disaster and tried to prevest it, but whe mit_ﬂuh
agnw?g&ogp%igg%g
the company wea fnally gﬁ?mﬂu?%??%ﬁ?
Eric Saint, as ho preferred to be called, died early in 1960 2
-maamqa.gﬁ?_samug?gg?zﬁg He wan
working as & gerlatric tonauitant at the Hiy Charles Gaindoer
Hospital bn Perth. He was & tall, grey-haired man, g%%&
féi.ﬁmgm&ﬁgﬂ%gﬁ&mgwﬁ??g&%g
u«ﬂvz;ﬁns&mgzﬁmﬁ%ggwaggﬂﬁﬁo
or Aunty Doris. That sort of doctar, It's & relisf when be closen
door of his Httle office snd, in the middls of & renjor respiratory
dissnse hospltal sheilt with N0 maoxiNg signs and eartosna warning
DON'T Poraon My Lo, Hights up & cigaretis, That sort of man. 5
Dr Baind fivat set Syen au Wittenoom Ln the summer of 1943, He
had greduated from Durham University at Newcastle in Bngiand,
whare industrin! chest disenss was an alt too common sight amoeng
the miners -&&ggu%&g?i%.
medical sfflesr with the Royel Alr Force in Burma during the was
and, after hiz dischargs, returnad to a rathier paundane pabite health

vaa.gogg.ﬁéggﬂiggmg?nﬁa ’

medical
Dr Saiok saw an advertisement for a govsmment
%Msganﬁggngﬁun_%%?»%&

— S
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yoars,’ hs thought. Farty years Inter e was to de in Anstralia after
« dlatinguishod carver in whizh he was to become the fousdatisn
profeasor of the University of Westdrn Australin’e new medical
school, Diann of Madicine at Queensiand University, and for # decads
& membar of the ‘Oupreme Soviet’ of Australisag medicine, the Nat.
jona} Henlth and Modical Rasearch Councit,

Within a fertaight of avriving In Australia, Dr Saint (he was thea

” 25) waz on hia way o Wittenoom, which to hims was just 2 nams on

the map in his encrmous ‘practics’ thet covered the awatha of Out.
back from Marble Barto Roeburn, Onslow ... and Wittenoom, which

" by then had becoms the biggest Inlsnd town in the reglon. Even

butaping along over that grest erpty landscape in » prewar biptana

t {ithod been flown by Fiynn, the srigins! Fiying Boctor) {t was LYY 4
M tofind the place. From 20 miles away you could spot the great plume

of blue-gray dunt that towered aver the asbeston mill. Pilots used it

; ax & novigntion wid.

When ha tsaded, Dr Saint walked into s place Bk nothing he had
seen on earth: It was hideous, abaolutely hideous, There were ne

. ameriilas, poopls were ntill Hving in tents snd ahncks. Thers wars

fights and sayhom going on everywhare ,,, it had ail the woret
festures of a USmining town in the 18808 The rmedics} facitition{Dy
Baint wrnte in the flrst of many critieal reports ta the Public Haslth
Department in Perth) were barbarie: %.. wounda g6 septic for no
oihar reason than the fact that all they haveiathisghastly room with
flthy dressiogs, In which a hedly-teained ordarly {n Sithy.nailed

. mn-of-wbitch with x 8t John's tickat) tries his best 1n give all his

pationts septicaetnls, tatanus snd gangrars.’ Plus, of courss, thare
wes the dust that Iay Hke a shroud over the mins, the miTt and the

© town itsell, where tailings had beett apresd by the ton, Hecallad the

pluce ‘thin dumpef dumps’, and wrote tohis boxs i Perth ¥, tosend

. nnyensithere would be to drive & good rean to sulcida mndisr drink’,

Dr Saint wans horrifted st the conditions fu which the men wers
working, He parformed medlcal sxaminations and found Hat many
of thess wers already showiag signe of developing cheat disase. He
went (g ses the menegdr, a man exlled Joa Broadhurst, whem Dy
Safnt ater deserided in correspondency as ‘s apecien of ex-army

' pockatdictator, aminiatare Gosbbele, and T think az nasty, wha musy

be goadtachnieally with ashastos, but has an mgth kiea of perscnine)
management as Banito Mussclini’, Dr Saint told thie mak, CSit's
managar, inunmistakable termn what the company waa dofog to the
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haalth of ite workers: YI told him that) sabeatos wan a1 extromely
dangerous and ohnoxious fibre ... thoss who wers expossd for perlods
of gix montha ot longer would scanar or later contract ashestosiy ...
I ranlly was deaply concorned.’

Ba conesrped that he immediately sat down and wvite & detailed
jetier to the hasd of the Departmient of Public Huealth in Perth, n
JeBer thak amatged seny yeary Jatar from the e fiex of the
departmont, and which proved to be the single most damning piece
of avidence of CSR's negligente. (See facing page). ‘.. e sn eye to
the fature of the rebestor mill at Wittonoom,’ resida the cursive biack
handwriting, (it} operates without any sort of dust axtractor what
sogver; and zince ihe “neabation period” of wabentos is so much less
than (silica), in & yoar or two ABA will produce the richest and most
tathal erp of sabentonis {n the wortd's Hoaratuse ABA, of ouurse,
was Australian Blus Asbartos, the CSit subeldinry thal owned the
mine. T thewine itests the Jattsrcontinued, 1 ix perhapa fortunate
gg?iiggﬁsmﬁ%a&r??g
dey te think of the ravages ashestorls with TE may dovalop. 3 want
tacoliect soma pits for asbentos bodles, snd yome chest radiograms.

‘ Still, after all thess yanrs, readiog that prophocy rajses the hairs ,
o0 tha back of your ssek. [t hag an almost Nostredamug power about

1t, becausa Dr Saint turaed cut ta be right, Dead sight. How had tide
young pablic alth doctar come {6 this extraordinary eoncluslon?
Professar Saint sounds almest irritated whep ssked the question 40
wsa..?8&#:&%8#&&.8?&6&3&;.%-%
equation. Asbeatos fu w highly dangercus particls, everyone inew
thet. Hare i n ming and a mill that are so Kuft of ashestos dust thers

© wat B need 10 ootk the particles, you muld soe the dust from miled

awsy, Hers are people who wre totally unprotected, It wex eatirely
predietable what would happen fo tham, I yon walk arcund the
bagaars of Deld and ont some frl3, you will got abactarial infection,
thers iu sbaolubsly mo Aonkk about Ik Hur was thura avet any Smbl
abaut Wittanoom.’

Ot snd off ovar ths followiny three yoars, Dz Salat tovk that leng
trip north to Witenoom. He never naticad any improvement in con-
ditions and, if snything, they got wores, CIR had iguored the wars
ing, Brie Sslnt teoved on to & loug and distingreished caroar, xod £h9
__Esgzvuzaﬁm%smtgﬂfwﬁ%#
!ﬁqﬁwlﬂpg%gg?gg&ugfia%

?ggggﬂum&r?%ﬁgag%

|

 Dr Erie Salnt'e hlatorie rarni -
el ng fin 1948} that Witkenoom wonld
produce the tworet epidemic of asbentos disease in the world,
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o tick. Two years eariiar - only three yesry after the mine had opene
ed - & man named Ian Dignsm had become the firat name on & Hat
that would eventuaily nixmber more than 2000, His widow, Paggy, »
weil-pressrved womes of 82 now Hving bt the mburbe not fas Brom
Perti's port of Promantls, recalls that har husband hod been one of
the pionears of Whitenoom, He want north eriginally ta wark as a
ui&ﬁgﬁégggigﬁgmtigi
mitl, ‘Conditiens there ware pretty primitive in the snrly days* she
Sqa_fv&vrggm‘&ﬁrgrﬁmglgggg
shout how ths Heods came through oue day snd swept of their
posnensiona away, They found the kero fridpe yoars Inter, buried in
mud mifen away up tha river.

Tan Digoam had takan a job at the mill, but atter only s ccople of
yoarn volunteered for an Xeray, Azbestosis was stuspectod, and the
ABA head office ins Parth received its fest cloar warningof the das.
gors to which it waa sxposing its men. In & Jettar peatad in 1048,
which turned up nteany years latar, minte manager Jos Brosdhurst
wrots o his bosses: ‘When examined by the travelling labetatary
some months ago, Digoau showed signs of asbertosis, wnd it is

* probably sdvissble to get him away from’ the dunt, if et all practi-

eable.’

$an Diguam Tl the mine, xnd tock up running the local garage
tn Wittenoom. In 1963 Tan, Pegyy snd thelrbwo childrenisfithe town
for good, But It was tooiats, Xerayn showad that he had already Jeat
30 per cent of hia hung function, Ian Digeam lngered on o delaric-
rating hoalth for another 30 years hefore ba died in bed one tworsing
in 10785, The doctor, sven though Mr Dignans was recolving compen-
sution for chronie sabestosis, refitsed to put the word on tha death
cartificats, But that made ne differonce; the apidemia thet Dr Balat

had predictad had begun.

1 Allthe
T young men

.36. gb&:&aﬁ g 5§ cunnon-fodder ...*
" ~ Wittanoom survivor 8pere Delpiry

Therethey are, fithe tracked old septa-coloured stapehot, posing n
St of the basilica of 3t Peter’s in Roms: nine young uen with theie
shlay boote soddritliantined balr, the pride ot thefr {fttle villegs, on
thie eve of a great advanture, They have come to Rome for & blessing
from the gm&a&!ﬁ?&&&- belp they ean gut from Above,
Tomorrow ihey will ba on their way to start a new ifs in & new
eountry far awsy, How could they know that they were going,
iostead, to meet dasth fn the desart?

- Bperandio Délpero wrinkles his forehead us he sxamines the
pictars, tryiog to remamber the names of hils frisnds of naarly 49
youre ago, That's Atilio .,, ha's dead now .., Jung eancer got him ..,
Giuseppe .., Hiedied of cancer 106 ... Zeflering .. he hasn't got tong
14 g9 ... asbesiosts ., Of the nine young men In the phote, four mre

* now dead, and fwo are crippled by the terribie diseass they tog.

tractod stthe endof that long-sgo voyage. Vpere’ himeelf, now fiving
i1y retirement inthe subnrbe of Parth, has chronie asbestasis and hus
g-:vam&hn._aw.gg penston for the past 20 years. ‘Tfwahad
known where wo wers golog we would naver have gone. They were

Just neing ue'ak exnnon-foddar,’ he ssys.

mga%sggﬁggsgsgn&.ggiﬁ
the ture of monpy and Hes about conditlona, wen of courss Wit

' tanenm, A piace inuch like Naly, CSR' agents héd told them, where

bey would by whtkingon ahydro-slectricity project, 3 they had totd

_gwswuwwwigursge?imf#.ﬁﬁ?g«é
£ the formigas (anta) sayn another Halian iuﬁ

| By$950, sevedryesrs aftoritopensd, CSR'e probldos in recruiting
peopls o work sl iteutingpling Httte mine had becoma chronic. Even

without knawing’ abiout the terrible dangers of shbostos, 6o ons

would ge thare. The company was prepsred to 3« double what a
tinercould earsint, 887, the goldiieldsol Kalgoortie, prd thay offered

slmost vintimited brertime, But word about the appatling working
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conditions at Wittenoom had got ayonnd, particularly among the
profeastonsl Austratian miniog community, that it was no place for
a whits man, What to de? :

Aboriginal Iabotir was the ohyious annwer: acrosa thecontinent at
Haryulgl! in New South Wales, Aborigites had been vonscripled to
snother ashestns mine that also wen to wreak n tervible toli of lives,
Even thara Wistencon: waa toplay a part: twoofihe men ara belieyed
1o have died from the biue dust they inhinlad while shaking sul the
rocycied CSR eacks thet this mining compayy was using, But at
Wittanoom, for some reasen, CIR did not take that rond. Aborigiues
were employed on ssme Tabouring fobe, tut they were not tven
attowed intas the eabins of i tracks that carried the axbesioa to the
conal; they had to ride on iop, sitting on the dusty jute ascka, Even
#0, they wara aleo $0 contribute to the eventual til from that leths!
dust: » faw years ago, 30 Aboriginel named Ignstious (Dick} Dann
disd of aabeatns dlasana that ha hed contracied while workingon e

-
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.one 11kt town, a place ealled Vermigllo, two hours’ drive Inte the
 Italian Alpé slong a switchback road from the clty of Bergsme. 1t s
-4 pretly place of steep-pitched roofs and carved woodes halconies,
 perched od thi side of & mountain. Man hunt desr and wild boar
- among thebizek pine trees, saarch for fat, wild porcint mushvooma
in the-auturin, and finh for frout when the joa melts and ths swift
strenms begin to rush in the spring.

Butysu can'tent thescenery, and Vermiglivs only industry, apart
from alrickleoftourists, inmill italittie pensant farma, and a cottnge
tradein guat'e mitk cheess, Work has always been hard to find for the
Eug%«u&ﬁ?;i a thovaand otherJiitle villagen like it
the Jength of Italy -~ snd emigration offered many their only hope,
Over the yeats the poputation hes dropped by nearly half, Vermigh.
o hnve bean packed ofT Lo start anaw fifs in Switzeciand, Amerios,
Brazi] and A¥gontina, and especiaily Australis, Nessty avery famiiy
¢ hen & relative Down Under « and nearly svery family has been
. touched by the tragedy of Wittenoom,

. | ‘The naa.mu.wams&« in the sowspaper had besn placed by ABA’S
.| geoersl mapager, & man named Reagan, whom CSR had sent to

Early In 1951, with [ts Inbour problem becoming chrente, CSR
tﬁEW? Degartment of frsmigration ssking for help. The Anat.
slian Governmant was slruady in the middie of fis grest drive to
recrult move than a million inmigrants from postwar Kuvops, and
was only ton happy Lo oblige. Theso were the Menzies years whers

. Europe on & 1dst-hope recruiting missfon, It succesded beyond his
i wildest dreatne. From towne and tiny villages sround tha region,
. men jumped oo thair bieycles and rode fike the wind ¢s the town of

* | Trunto, Wher the recruiters opened the doors of the town hatl fn the
' morning, around 700 wers alresdy waiting there, bepging to be am-

the eatchory was ‘papalate or perial’, and sfection posters ahowad
Axlaps with pointed teeth and bayonets manhing down the Malay
Peninmula, crushing bablesynder thelr hobnelled bootson thetv way
0 conquer the smpty wastes of northerns Austealis. The goverament

- oy T . bl el VIR NP ¥

ployad. The salection process began, akin to culting ahsep, to choss
. theverybest, the vory brightest, the vary Rttest imen for the ahattalr

wen keen to colanisn the notth snd exploit it minernd horitsge, and
CSR st that stage had the only viabla enterprise there, Jteould not
be allowed to fall. The immigration dspartment agread to cocperale.

One weekend tn March that yesr, Oscar Panizas pedalled hisbicyle
nn?uﬁwgngggoraﬂc%g?gu&
3&%5;%33&?#%&3?%3-&53;
take alled Santa Givstinn, but the construntion wus alinost com-

ﬁggmng%gwg.ggﬁaggzgo
|| Drihastightestdefuct. They lookedin yourmouth, and ifyou hied one

~ tooth misaing, you were out. Tfyeu had a toennit off, {f you wore
glanses, gmﬁa&iﬂ»é?é#&ﬁ&; most perfect
spocimens, Sperarecalls. It took days and inthe ead, Spere, Vito sad
Gtaseppe Moacona, Attilio Blani, Marls Zambditl and 28 of their
Hriands got thie johe; 28 out 67 700 were signed ug.and givan & week

| to puck thelr bagn, They were needed {n Ausiralih, Urgently,

pista and the men had been told totook ground forvtharwark, Oecer
was shouting snd waving a copy ofthe local newapapar, recalls Spero
Egggﬁﬁgguaﬁauuﬁ?w&ﬁﬂwtn .
impoasibla to find, aven for fit young men like thege, Thoy would
intarviswing in Trents next week,

Speroand mostoltheotharmenin

thatfededenapshiot eame from

Bot what exsctly was the work? Maria M gives & bitter
taugh when yoi ask her, She lasitting on the ha ¥ of her houas i
Vermiglio, a widow now for many years, snd in her sixties ., but she
temembdrs well what the men wern told at ths tgwn hall i Trento. :
i Onthat first conslgnment of tebour to Wittanoom went her husband
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anﬁﬂeu&gg%-!ﬁ?!;?gﬁng
that it would be the saxe sort of work they ware dtolng have, bufiding

hydro-elsciric dams or somothing Hke that, Thay eald the climets

was good, Hia heve. They aald the coditionn wera good, and the pay
was good. Ashestes, thay never mentioned. I tried o tall Gluseppe
that this coulin't ba troe, but he wouldn't listen, When I got there i
fovnd out ... they Hed about sverything except the money.

Gluseppa and Vito~and the other mon, neariy 1000 of them evane
tually, recruited from sif over Italy - wers signed up oo & two-yenr
contract, bondage from which they sould not excaps unines they paid
SR back the coat of thely fares. Sincs most of thera hardly had twe
fire 0 rob togeilser, ggﬁ?ﬂ#g%g?g
working COR's sugar plantations hall a cantury before, they simply
ad no way out, Once yon ware at Witlencom you kad ts serve your
‘sentsnce’.

1o fact, the money was so yood that Glosspps stayad on fr thres
yenrs, building up & grubstake forlifein his newiend sud raising two
children. The family foR for Perth wiven hin time was ¢p and started
o tracking hastness, avhich wan doing jast foe until ona day in 1668
when Gluseppe took 1 and went Yo hoapital. Fle waw desd within 24

" hour, nt the age of'42, leaving Murin Moscons & widow In a strange

unumlﬁ?ouoﬁ.n&.m&ﬁaﬁ%

She pully sut the death certificats: ‘Carcinoma of the stomach,
Contributing capnes: paeudo membranecus ¢olitis, pulmonary oo~
demn’ Meria Moscons doesn't know what & muks of this, Cancer?
Somathing to do with his hugs? She shakes her head. She o donsn't
beliars she has been told the truth She wuspectait was something to
g0 with Wittenoert, Why slse wonld Vita, toe, have disd?

After hiy coniract was up, Vite Moscons had returned home {5
drive & taxi, actually the taxi ~ Vermiglio i & ono-cab town. He wae
inhisaintion, all ight, but ba hed had trontia with hschest for many
years, One day ha wen gone, leaving Marie's slater-indaw o widow,
eight children without s father. o fn the one burled in that corner
&cﬁk&&ag&gﬂg thatereepy piace where
Maria foll in » faint.

b&ﬁog&ss&?s&?s?ggg&z&g
gedy of Wittanoom. Dows the road, cutside an anclent stons farm-

houses, Mario Zanbottiis walking Meloog-haired mountainshespdog  »

in the akarp winter sunaline, Actuatly, tha dog i walking him. He
haa been Blind for wearly 40 years, bin face eiil] carrios tha scare of

e - R e o LD T
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Eﬁﬁs%gsgx & mats was drilling into the mekface
undarground st Wittenoom, and hit an unexploded tharge left
behind by snather miner, The blast put hitn fn hoapital for five
months, sad slmost ook Hia 1ifs, But Maria s phitosephical sbout it:

ggﬁw&ﬁaﬁmggii&%m«&% 1 aupposs T am i

afucky man ... i it hadn't been for the sectdant, T would ka ave stayed
gg?%igmgﬁfgg Aut you only
haveinstand nearhim to knowthat blindness is not the only madicat
gs&nzﬁo;voﬁgwgg ek frem Wittanoom. His cheat
heaves and ranps dn s struggles for brenth, It will not bs very Jong
w@%ns—.&&na&.m”m » other fine young men :Ew&auaosn@
grave,

And all zssn maw younig en of 80 many sther mﬁ&. Mose than
haff the 7000 man who wars to work at the mill and the mise In
Wittanoom wera sifsight-off-the-boat immigrants, displaced by the
..__ 7 in Burope, or siraply seeking a better future for their famifles,

The Itatians wave the jargss st group, and the Luigis, Glovannis and
Gluseppes bringing their strangs cultare Lo the Crthack: forming &
socoer teain, importing odd foods Jike spaghett! and minersl water,
wnggu?ar% &%gw«%aﬁ.}.g
Holland, German q nﬁnﬂ.wmgg Poland and Spain. As Burope
recovered from thewar, Wittenoom drew its workforca from progres-
&é%gggﬁug&g%?&?%{s tha
Labanen. And they ware all 80 young: a third of the workers were
under 25, and some weve still In their Leens, As for experience, most
of them had nover seen a mine before and none had sxperionced the

 searing heat of & tropiea] sunmer,

“When wa got iffthe plans, weihonght wa were in hell. says Spere
Detpore. Tt wanjusta gzgugﬂs«g stothentors

. snd tsrued o8 with'a blanket and & piste and 8 cop, and that was it '
! Welcome 1o Austrelia, When we got ta the » single men's barracks,
¢ mawe other Hatlank ranup ton n&?«ggzgg st they
P wers scared, they had besn attacked by some of thé Australiana,

?aﬁisamﬁsngﬁ%& __&&g{?s _s._
oll aigmed m two-yaar contenet’

Like the Kanaks on the caneficlds noarly a centary befors, they
wers trapped. aggﬁb&_ggﬁgw&_&_mgng
pisgsge. H thay trind to 1o away, they ran therick o factunlly balog
gg&&aggsﬂ Reg Nugent remem w#owun.oﬂ
i&uigg nmh._ at the mill s 1060, signed up on & akr-mionth
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contract, to make & bit o monay. He atill has the officlal pazz every
worksr neoded to Tegally’ leave town — & six-inch ploce of whits
eardboard cortifying that his contract was up, hinhill at the company
etore pakdup, Hyoudidn't hava that, you could go nowhers. Theenly
roads aut of town lad to Roebowrme and Meekatharrs, xnd if you
tould get tranaport, the company would just telephone the police
thers ard you would be pleked up and brought back. I you owed the
company money, that was & crime nn far as they were concerned ..,
1 now know that it wea fflegal, but they did it #B the samas.!

And it was 50 good complaining sbout the sppalliag conditions,
slther, or attempting o take induntrisl action. Acxvrding to the
Westarn Ausiralian social historian Lencre Laymas, the Wittenoom
miners did go on striks ones ~ but & jasted only three dayx The
tompany thrsatened tostarvathe men hack lo work—they chosed the
stors, they closed the pub, and the mine menager told the man ‘g0
back to work ... o7 alne’, Tho sirike sollapsed.

Another surviver, Robert Vojakovie, who lived ontolead the fight
for the Wittanoom victime’ rights, telin sn sppaliing story of the
training thess younjt man ware given for their werk in the mine,
Remember, chie wiung maove can tura any mine into a margue.
Usnderground mining is » highly-skifled job that requires yoars of
saperisncs. Ad Wittenoom they gob a fow dayy’ {nstruction before
they wars hirnad looss in the lahyrinfh of tusnels, arnved withdrills
and high explosives. Vojakovin, & Croatian driven from hiu home
duriog the way and fresh off the beat, waa lined up with & group of
cihar new aryivals to fearn all about mining

*tha instructor was un old miner called Joe. Ho had worked there
for many years, and his lungs were s0 badly damaged that when he
spoks, the bived ran dewn fiom his mouth, Because moat of us
soutdn’t apask & word of English, he used to mime the whole pro-
cedure—how dodrill holes in the rockfnce, how to piace thegelignits,
how to gnite it. Wa used to fall about Inughing. He was better than
Marcel Maresay,’

With # 10t ol help from its frishda in government, CIR by now bad
astablished & townahip of sorte st Wittenoom. In fact, without the
backing of Parth and Canberrs ~drooling at the though? of at last
aganing up the north - the mine probsdly nevar would havs opened.
H cost the Austrailan taxpaysrs miltions to bulld the infrastructure
that the glant minisg compandes of the Pithara now have to provide
themaelves, The WA Houslug Commianton bisit srant ofihe 200 jow-
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rent wsc_xn fres of chiargre, although meny of the minars beliovsd
ﬂmﬁsnﬁwa 35& them, becatiss the compeny mltacted the rent.
‘There were tax concessions, and there wars official visits by Very

—ﬂ%n»g??gg?mggngug? .

aitver-haired Prisis Minlster, Sir Robert Gordon Mengles, alighting
fromn his plane an'an offetsl Inspection tor,

Tt ia doubtful if e that lightaing viskt ‘Ming could have gleaned
any iden of whint conditions at Wittenoom really were Hke, Asfate as
the 10604, regional health inspectors wore reporting the filthy con-
ditlons in the tin shed nicknamed Death Row, the barracks where
tha single men Yad to Hve. Arcund the town, ssptic tanka were
overflowing, windows were mivaing, walls wara disty, rabhish was
sverywhere. ogmﬁuosa. wrete: 7] asldom nee such squalor, even
smaong the dozen o A Native Reservan that | visit. That such con-
ditinns exist in Australis is rather amasing

"This waa the pinth that CIR wea busy plugging in promotionel
ftms with the roshantic refraln “Wittenoom Gorgs, nestling at the
foot of the Hamarslay Ranges, whers peopls from alf svar the world
fiws and work together in harmony’. That Nae beings fallabout

_. Isughter today at-the hur of the Portancus Hotel, Wittenoom's

tone aloosi. The men prepared o pub up with the sppaliing

; ”ﬂﬂ&ngg hardly o harmonioos busch.

The workforve. furnaver st Wittencom was sxtraordinary, Al

;  thoughnomore Ew.m. boast 200 peapie wers employed at a tima, Y000
{  drifted through thamine over the 23 yenrs it wes operating. Nearly

E?%&ﬂ:ﬁgf&gsggnagsgwqg
yoara to CAR ~ stsysd leus than three months, and {n some yesrs the
lsbonr turnoviy wis 50G par cant. Those Austratisns whe did go to
Wittanoom inttuded & motiey crew of drunks, drifters and alimony
refugeos, peopla whin couldn't make it anywhere sles. CR's own
1oah agement depctibod them aa ‘un-hopers’, A Misus Depastmant
tswpactor wrote that they were ‘an infarior class of white iabour’.
Aftor just a week mizing with thess wild Austealisg boys, Spera
and hiz slght mates from Vermiglio had raﬁéwvaw wanted

:  out, and they wanted their goramnment to holp them, Attillo crgan.
i iseditthe was theoné who apoke Euglish, snd m

ta serounpge

& typewritar from soovewhers, They aat down In the Harracks one
night snd compoased & poignaot plea ta the Halian eotsu) in Mel
bourns. They said they had beenlied to, and wanted hisfolp in going
romewhore nics, like Tasmania, g
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Wiktanoom Qorgs
2541658

Tha ftalinn Conaal,
Melbourme,

§ write on behaif of the nine emigrants whe wxvived in Avstrafia 16
duys ago, We wern angeged a3 soiners Ity Ialy, and we signed & contenct
for twns years, Tha Australisn Hive Aabeetos advanced to ua o fares
which wili be retairad ut the rute of 2f per week, Heve we hovs found all
that was in {ha conteset, hawersy, AH contrary s what My Heagan (who
sngrged us in Jlaly} had nasured o of verbally, The clinate, he told us,
ta tike yentes in Haly, but T do not think that therw srw any pisces there
where the water burns even in the winter,

The work ia jo tunnetls (aie] kike your ewn, he sald, not 2 & mive,
Tnstasd, the work here Ja netusity kn u mine of asbeston fre the eonstyoo-
ton of eloctrie power xiations, Dot sven & shadow, (He told te) thers will
be s hoaplisl, a chureh, a pight school 1o Jearn Bngtish, end for all thiswe
Bave found ondy & desert,

Por us, the work world be nothing, becatss wo Jak [tady with the
goodwith o werk fnd keep high the good neme of ua falians, Dut, fnvech

o cllmate, even goodwill lnavenone, expecisliy bacavse of the fact that My
Rengan profited from cur ignerncs incausing unloalms scontrack, which
{8} e hed XOawn: wisere we were foing, we ctriainly sever wonld have
signed,

Wa hve navey worked in mines, bt here, sfiar a duy or ssoutside, we
gisgsgagﬁﬁggié
we may have contenewnsad,

Nooe of ua withes 15 return (o Haly, E#ggg
oty expensen in coming vt here. We would ke, ouly, sir, that you
would hoterest yourstlIn obtainkng work for e slsewhere, aven ax fars
Iabourern parhupn in Tamuenin, from where atveedy perscna from owr
Kotoe Cown futee weitton sxying that the climaty s alaront ka that of oar
homa tawn,

Parther, it nbout two monthe’ time, sur fimilies should be joining o8,
and wes do not think that women and chidran of & year or fwo con restst
Lhe hest of summer,

We hops, sir, that you wit Heten bo oar bimbla prayer, and that you

wil} intavest pourself in whast we have sakad, Today, wa tanpot show yoi
or appraciation becaune wa are alf poor igrante, bud we pray ts God
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mgw&é&ﬂgg@n?gggﬂ sy beabletopivace,
W ol tops (o recatve & reply frous sost which nay serve 1o clarify oup
nicoz...a , vuquesting you to sccept our thanks, we algn oureelees

Hiansf, E Lombatds, Tatgt  * Zambatitf, Maxin
E«s}.g}s Paniszs, Antonto Moaont, Giaseppa
g%?&o Moncont, Vite Coevorelil, Ricordo

g&éég sfierthatletter arvived. What was
good for CIR was good for Anntraiia, tweas too important te keepthe
wmine going to rink chioking off migration beenuse of & fow trouble.

: Biﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁgsgggr?ﬂ?_gg
: month, the acting Premier of Western Anstralia wrote hack. The
; men g.a?w?ux. aaid, in effect, $a had Mr Reagen’s asnye

ggkggéu&%gco&ng mining exper.
Eimee, The ceipfas of thelr contracts had been rend out to them, They
gtigiu?%gif%oﬁﬁ Jargs sxpondi.
fure lucurred by the company in bringing these men and their
families to Austialls, the company was most anxious th :woas
shonld continue a2 Wittonoom Gorgs for at 1enst two yoars .. He
mever mentioned the weather, The acting Premier ha mn!&od&

: the cmnpany line, Who says that WA Inc,, the nicknante given man
ponrs lator to the unholy altiance between the Burke 9333.5

¢ and dig busiriess, wan anythiag naw? The recrulters went beck is

: io—w._asnu_nnaw. silvar in the patme of men all aver the world,

ﬁggawgg&gg? active assistanes of

anss:gg?nn rwrss writton, i wasihe bimofs youngraan
named Parend Dotti o take the plunge. Back 1a 1957, his hom etown
snwnﬂnﬂa.aﬁu&“ graceful oty on e fringss of the foggy Lom.

| Dardy Plains of sortharn Italy, did oot have mueh in the way sf work
: 30 affer 8 young ran planning to get married.

and Pirelll bailt their factories, and the Mitan-Tiidin-Bologoe ¢ri-
angle becamaftnly’s Rubr. Young Parme dased hig bride-to-be good.
bye, packad s bags and salted off to Perth, wh ?&3»&.333"

. of the men from Bergamo had seitied.

Fermstemntinike “w.mgmnw?:a?!ﬁ-z»z e eyos, hiz fringe

' ofgingsrhalrandhinvotublowit—he rembndsyou hbit of the British

Labour leader Neil Hisinock, akin ‘the Welsh Windbny' He s sitting

was before Fint -
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in the lounge room of Sunny Auatesiis Cottags, pear s river on the
outakiria of the city, & fine houne Je bisilt on & block of Iand be
purchased with the 22000 he hreught hack with him from Witts.
noom, “They can have it back ... T jost want my health back.! saye
Fermo, who has not yet turned 80 but already puffs knd whoeres, snd
can’t shake off wintar chost complainty, The other bonts he brought
back with him frem that mine in the deserd: millions of anbestos
fitrws lodged in his lungs.
Hefrst heard the names Wittenoon: one daywhan hs was werking

o0 the railways in Perth, Twe brothery pamad Bonowe; countrymen

from Bargama, told him about the big mouey that eounld be nade
thare, and {nvited him to travs] north with thewe, A fortnight Inter,
ha wan oparating a scraper, s machine used toscoop up the vre after
biasting, Hs was earning twice the money hs had in Porth, so he
dida’t Taoasn to0 wuch sbout the conditions: the nighta when the

temperature wouldaX drop below 100 and evaryone had to sleep .

outaide; the time they slt got diarrhoen becausa the water supply
became palluted; the way you could never haves bath during theday
because the waterwas toohot, the pipeslyingiust sninchortwodesp
inthe burning dust,

Qa sod off he worked at Wittenoom for three yesrs, and hs
married by proxy and brought his young bride Frances out from itely
1o Hve with him. But, st hesrt, he remained 8 Bergomuecki, snd
whan lis had saved a grabetaks and servad out his eontract, he
returned to Ktaly snd got & job in tne of the new peirochemical
industries starting up. Al want well until one day in 1069 when be
went along for & routine company X-ray of the chast,

The doctar Jooked 2t tha X-ruy and said there war & bluy on ona
of the lungs, | tsust havs moved when the pichire was being taken,
801 want for another X-ray. This time, when the dovtaor lookad at It,
the first question ho asked waw: *How many cigaretiss do you
smoke?™ I sald "naver”, and hu began to lock very puraled. He ssked
ma my history, and it wast’t untll I mantioned to hine Wittencom

thut he went "ohhhhhhb”. Ferme Dotti wan 20 per cent lung dead

with asbestoals ~ but at Ieast he was s1il] alive, which is more than
can be paid for most of those men of Bergamowha want to Witteniconm.

Fermo walks sround the cemetary, an fmposing place af towsring
tornbe and axreophagl, granits buildings the size of summer konses,
where his old workmata Giacomo Preda liey bensath & hugs rococcs
sinb, ‘Hmmy was w ehildhood frlend of Ferno who went to work &t

{Abose efi} ‘The taat picture taken of Vat Doyle, wife, mother
snd grandmothier who died In Perth early in 1989 — the sixth

" member of her Tamily o die of nsbestos disense. Aloo dead are
both her pavents {above rights and her brother-in-law Bddo
(befow), *They have commitied genocidn on my family,’ she said,
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With 1o masks I protect hem, the miners choked alf dey on the’
dust, No wonder these men are happy Lo see daylight and
cheasstish} air at the end of thelr shiRt,

+

The wvs:%ﬂ& tine-workings st Wittenoom, n serles of iron
sheds tumbling down the side of & gorge a fow kifeseires {ram

the townahip, it wan the dictiest mine in the couniry, ssid one

governmehrl inspector,

s
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AH the fina young men. Nins Ralans pose for their portraits n
frent of 5t Pators in Rome before seiting ott on thair grest
ndventure to Austratia. Naw most are dead or disabled by the
dust of Wittenoom, (Back row, feft to rightt Atitls Stanmxd tdead),
{aipt Zambotti, Sparo Delpero {axbealonin), Antonio Panicea,
Ciuneppe Moscent {dend), — Cleearelli, Vito Moscone {dend),
Mario Zambottd thiind), Zeflaring Panizza {asheatosia).

-

e oem o+ b

mema Delpari. He waa one of tha Hatinws who eurvived
ﬁ.g ws\go ia erippled with ashestos disenss,

Mario Zambotth back at his family form at Vermiglio, In the
itatian Alps, AR underground explosion at Wittenoom blew awsy
bis eyesight, bt probably saved hia fifs,

ke




‘There was no escaping the
subeaton dent in Wittenoom,
A witfy-witly, black with dust
and sabentos tallings, benrs
down an ons of the houses in
the township,

Theusands of tons of nabestos
tailings were dumperd all over
the towrahip: thess are two
of the children whe plapad in
the dust, niid who now fivs fn
foar that they may dis of
mesotheloms,

|

{
Beltling 1
ihe ‘mayar’ Frank Scter aays thers Is now.ne danger from the '
asbeaion dindl. {Befow} In the early deys, ha drove the ore-train
through thebunnels of the Wittencom mine,

..




Drinking, fighting n!_ gambling wore the main pastimes ia the
ringle men's quariers 2t Wittenoom. "Denth row’ was the
 nickname for (e primitive Jron barracks shere they Heed

On its way to pelsont the world, A ahipment of jule sacks of
asbeston trucked to the port of Pelat Bameon, where it wan
toaded on shipa for expurt fo & doven tounbries,

p oy
:
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g??ow@a@?»? trned oot tahe & three time tossr: he
1eft Bargama to dodge tha drmft, raced bevk from Austealia twa years
Inter when hahesrd his fiances wangoing to marry attother sian, end
got grabbed by the carubiniere, Ha loat his gie, he Jost hia freedorn
{or a péuplecf yeary, and in 1584, when he hed Juet turned 50, he loat
his life: ancther Wittenoom victim.

Ferme eita on ihe graveatone, counting on his fngers, There's
Jimemy Preda, for s start. Then Zinett, ha's dead, too, Visinond, The
Bonom! brothare, hoth of thern, Giuseppe and Glovannt, buried over
in Perth. Of the gix young mett from Bargant who went across the
world to work fn Wiltanoom, five ace dead. Farme Dotil iy the only
surviver, It in tarrible what they have done, and {8 {s teryidle also
that we thon’t get proper compensation,” farto had recelved not &
sent for his eventisilysdlaabling dineass, He doean’t qualify for an
Ralian penslon either.

Asthe 16506 bacame the 19908, CSR's Inbour problemis got worse,
arld < with ?g vennonty In northern Borope ~ ts recruiting
began todryup. Mr Resgan(orwhoaver succeedod him) moved scuth
in search of poorer pasturss, snd in 1960 artived af the hamist of
Laurd di Sesss, & place a6 poor and insignificant that it han no sign-
post and ix pot evén on tha road map: just a church, u coffes shop
wharnold ween 81t sisping thisshien oT100 par oant procfentteine, and
s duster of ancient stons farmhousen, This s hard-scrabble country
in thi fonthills cquﬁgﬁaaaa monntaing st the back of Napies,
1and soaked with the blood of the Anziclandings, ssmeof the fisrceat
fghting of al! thawar.

Oue of the fainities that has lived heve since thme forgntten, tend.
ing ? pateh of atrogply vinss, iis olives, malze and chickens, is
u!ﬁ& Caaale. As tha battles raged through Cassria provisee, the
family ~ they wers avertuaily to muamber sight, four sohs and four
davghtars— was driyan into exile, and returned after the war to find
their farm & wreek. Their only hope was to2ake the boys aut of schicol
#tLhio age ol'13--nona of them was educated bayond fifth wz.m?.. and
«ﬁmﬁasgﬁ.?%aé»%nausng”? ily's firwt
economie rafuges, saflling tn Austeatia und eriting glowing letters
home about life in the new tand,

The four boys eventually all moved Down Under, and st drifted
35§»§§$§3 thay got Jobs 2l the mine and i the mil:
Lodrige firat, then Alborigs snd Gino, and finally the Haby of the
ws_&. Lalgl, m:ﬁ wamaa Juot 17, Luigl got & fob In ad feeeream
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tnctory when he stepped off the boat in Parth, but that pald only 25
a week, and his board and todging alons was costing £3, Tn 1964 he
hesded north to And forfuns at Wittenoom,

He was oo younyg to work down the mine, of couvise, go that mesnt
the hagging mill, Conditions ware Althy « all that dust— but Luigt
wan & sirepping youny man, and there wes af] that lovaly overtioe,
Like so many of the workers, Laigl voluntesved for seven, sight, nine
shifts a week, and that meant working from efght in the moming o
sieven ot night, day alter day. The money was good —~some weeks he
was clearing £60. But {¢ all soon went whon ha got beck to Perth: ¢
was just youngt then, and | scon spent it on cars and things like that,
The money la Al gone, snd now the only richea ) have got is hare (he
taps himsalf gingarly on the chest) ... rich in sasbestos dust!

Tens years afler he laft Wittencom, Tuigl « now & married man,
with children and an aged futherin-law ta support - had retyrned
i Italy and taken & job driviog trucks, When he fell ill, the docter
thought it st be s virus, and told him tyatey outof the cold. What
would a dector in a remote Littls town in southern Italy know abent
sebeatox? But, instend of getting bettap his condition standily dote-
riorated. Luoigh, stifl in his early fortien, begun puffing and wheezing
at the stightest exertion and was fisttened for days by the amefiest
eold, Finatly, Gino, who had stayed in Parth and by now was reading

newapaper accounts of the Wittenoom tragedy, wrote to his young +

Brother: ‘Go and have & proper exsinination. Somathing ts going on.
Al the hoys of Wittanoom sre dying.

And It was trus, In one small aren of the Alruerd, a collaction of
farma and villnges of Joxs than 100 squars kilometres, 21 men who
had returned from Wittanocom had sickened. AH over iialy, men ware
dying of asbeatos dizenss, or tcommitting suicids in thelr unding
rased deapatr. One man ended his enffering by jumplag off the bal.
womy of the hospital whers he was being treated. For God's nske,
wrots Ginn 10 his brothers, go and get u chask-up,

Lulgl and Atharige went {o the prestigious Agoetino df Genelll
Hospital in Rame for Xorays, snd dlood and bresthing teste, Back
cama the xnswers Albarigo had sshestoats, Lutgi was 30 pervent lung
doad, By now, of eouenn, he had to glve up hin fob and was subsiating
on o $200 weekly penafon froms Australia, Luigi ts one of the Jusky
ones living oversens who somehow qualified for workers' compenea-
ting, ‘T remamber when § was at Wittanoor some Aastraliana weelv
e looking for work. They tock ons look, and got on the plana back o

sl .
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ggc&m«o s ftalians *you are mad to work here”, They said
34335& . atxd now we know wa ware,?

' The uaamu_scs. program gathered puce over the yesrs that fol.

“5_3._ 8o did the warnings of the terrible dosm that was sirsady
syertaking thktownahip, Yearhy year, sclentific estudy after sclentific

study was showing that thase esrly alarme hal a century before
sbout the deadly dungers of asbestos ware Just the tp of Lhe epi-
demaiotogical lonberg, Rutlittls or nothing was being done tolmprave
3. shocking conditiona at the Wittenoors mine,

. Bowhere wera the watchiogs, the health officials, the taen from
&o Mines Department, the ualon bossen ~aven as medin, 2a & tast
resort ~ who should have been & wocanhéauamuﬁ the roaftops,
and Rcmwtﬁmﬁa fisten, closing dowa the mine and saving all
thone msz.n
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i Australinn pariisment, and was dizmayed when the antwer sventu.
i sllycame. AR documenta relating to Wittenoom hed been dustroyed,

Toothless
wafchdogs

“They (CSR) wotdd amile while they were screwing yort ...
* wMines Departzoont lnspecior

In the and, en in all graat coveraips, 1t waa the hits of paper that
brought them down ~ documants, thousands of pagen of them, which
had inexpleably sscaped the shredder and provided incontestable
proof that OSR keew ail along that what it was doing at Witienoons
wonld ramalt in & dissstar; documents proving that for 20 yaase the
somgpany had beer told over and over again by government fnspec.
tors that the tevels of dust in shat misersble mine wore dangeroualy
high; documents detailing in tha tlearest und most ynmistakahle
- teypat thet the company had been warned thatita men were slck and

Ay e aaas -y nAm m. EE R T ~ L

the Ministar for Minas, n Me Aadraw Moensaros, swore fo the House,
That would have beed the ead of it, it it hadn't beea for the aus-
pittons mind of Robart Volskovie, the Crontinn miner who had taken
ovar as president of the socisty, and whosa voice wes 2008 heard
loudly on Perth radio deronnding that the government go back and
have anolher Jook. That governmant, the gung-ho pro-miniug Lib-
erel regime of iy Charles Court, refused. Bot In 1983 there was n
change of government, Labor came to pawer for the first ime in o
gonsyation, and a new-broon lender, a former TV newsreadernamed
Brian Burke, moved into the Premiet’s sulte, T'wo yesra iater Robert
Vojnkovic was granted an sadlence, :
*As soem as | walked intohisoffics, hafumped to his feet and shout.
ed 8t ma “you are trying {0 bankrupt thia State, and § won't Iet you™.
What hewas talking shout was the compensstion we wers fighting
for ~the State Governtment Inaurance Office was the Hability fnsures
at Witlenoom, and Burke wan terrified they wonld and up plekingup

- the bl for milions and willions of dofiare, | eateced him down, and

Aying - snd Aid toolittle, tooistatoanys them. The Pentagon Papers
of the Witfsvoom dinsater.

Tragically for the vietimn, nons of this information emerged from,
the locked vaults ofthe Westarn Austealian Government until fartoo
iate -~ not, In fact, until 1985, when the mine had besn closed fur
pearty 20 yesrs, when 2000 pesple had airondy bean futally infocted
with asbestoa dust, and the only issus lef} to decids wan whether or
net CSR should be forced o compensate them sad thelr widown,
Fven than, the buvesucyacy did not yisid ita secrete without m fight,
becursa the papers also ravent that for sff thoss yeare the govern-
mant's moat senfor ministers and thelr sncoymous advisers wers
well aware of tha industrial trugedy that was developing on thelr
dooratap, and did nothing to prevent it

By 1979, & groundswell of public sutrags had began to davelopin
the Weat asthe first hintzofthe magnitudeofthadisaster tosked out.
Tha first writa for negtigence had bean Jansed sgalnst CIR's subsidl.
2ty by dying workers, and a voca) and highly effective lebhy group~
tha Atbestan Disaanss Soclety ~ hed haets farmed to vapressnut the

proponed a deal ts him: either & Royal Commission, at which every-
thing would have ta fome out, or find those mianing docurnents a6
that we could use them In sur court cases ageinst CSR. He zaw the
sense of that, and told the pubiic servanta to go snd have another
ook, N :

Even then, the bursanerats fought on to protect their own, Vals.
kovie would ba locking through o fils and find that someons had been
thern befora him: some vital plece of the Higasw would be juiasing, it
gottothe stags whers thesociaty’s searchers were uaing a miniaturs
vamers, Jiks apten tn an old B-grvads movie, ts ﬂwﬁgp%gﬁgﬁ
they found fn cass the next time thay went lncking they were unae
countably missing. But aventually, plece by plecs, page by page,
week by week, from filing eabinets and warehbuses all over ths city,
and in Ralgooriis and Karratha, the buresheracy yielded up its
secrets « wnd it muddanly becams cloar why thiy had fought 96 hard
taprevant them from becoming publie. The Papers raveai
& stovy ol huremeratic incompetencs and inextia almost untivalled

o Australiag political history, of a fsud betdeen the govarnment

Wittenoom victios in thelr fight for justice, ‘Tha one thing they
neaded was the hard evidenice, the paperwork that they suapectsd
still axivtod somewhare in the basements of the Blate huroaucracy ln
Perth. The soclety srranged for x question fobe aaked In ths Westera

- = .
e o A,

aavnuga..g responaible that woold provide {are for Yes Min-
laber’ifit waen't for the fact that whilothe red tepe was being knotied
in & ea’s eradle of deception, men wers Josing thelr Hyes,
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Mr Menzarce had mizspoken, sn the Americuns say. The docy.
ments hadat bees destruyed, althongh many peopls, not least GOR,
wiuld wish they had, Hers were the long losd filos of 1ha two govern.
mertt departments that ware supposed o ensure that efnoes in the
State operated safhly, and that the health of the miners wae not at
riak: tha WA Minea Department, and the Health Dapartment.
Botween them they have 1o share a Inrpe portion of the blame for
what happened at Wittanoom; Mines bocause it sllowed the place to
continus operating when i was in fisgrant and eontinvous hreach of
the taw; Health hecauss it oficisls, though wall-merning and ton-
ncientioun rean n tie main, fatled to blow the whisile tong o7 loud
envugh. That is the necret convestod in the Wittanoom Papers for af)
thoae yansre,

Hare in file number Z56/48 of the Public Health Department, that
handwrition letter from young Dr Satat, warning that Wittenaom
would producs the richest and most Jethal erop of cases clasbestonis
in the world’s Utarature’. Dr Saint Is under no Hluslon about how
important that plece of paper would become: Tf that hadu't humed
up, they wouid hays mede tmincemens of me In court .., wha can
reroember exactly what was said from olf that e ago? Bud hera,
alag, in the key to why nothing was dons 3 & resuit of hin warning,

when It finally poroofated through the system sud finished on the ,

desk af the Minlstor for Mines, Remember, this was 1948 when there
was still & chance of aaving most 6f the 2000 lives that would be leat
22 2 result of Wittanoow. Ty the margin of the fstter, aome snony.
mous clvil servant has writien that Dr Salnt wes ‘misinformed’ and
that there was o aieed for action, .

Hare alao are reports from other doctors descridiug the ‘pratty,
but lsthal blus haze' that surreunded the wholn mine; and taitocn o
the company threatening that if things did not improve, the mive
would have 2o be shut down. Heve are warnings from the Mines
Dapartment inspectars that the dnst luvels wers way over legal
Hmits Hare are the laliers o CSR' own conaultant physician,
talling him overand over that the men were dying, that something
must be done nrgemtly. And kere are CSR's reaponses, yesr after
yeay, flowery lattars full of goad intantions, promising sction, but
delivering vary Hitla,

One name thet constantly crops up in the Wittancom Papers |¢
thataf DrJames Columba MeNuity, Jins McNoliy s s neat saan with
greying halr and metel-framad glasses whose spesch, thangh it still

TOOTHLESS WATCHDOGS 48

i carrios & kint of his native Belfast brogus, is » dictation sscretsry’s
dream: precite, almost pedantic pross, us bofits a man who for many
i yearn hanboen & senifor bursavcrat. AL 83 he haa fust ratived us head
of Wastorn Australia's Public Health Papartmeant, but it is a petire.

ment that prowises tobe busier than moat people’s working livas: he
retalne his joba an chairman of the government’s afcobot and drugs
authority, commitiees oo AIDS, mine safety and hatf a dores osiher

. public health srganisations, Ha ia s lifetima clvil sereant whe jokes

that the cnly thme bn mors than 40 years thet he charged for his
medical sarvices ( young woman he bitled 2/8 for an smploywment
mecical when he was working st & hoxpital} bs was Kicked in the
arse’ by his medical superintendent because she turped sut ts be a
family friend. T the Russ Hines oftha Weat Austeatian Public Ser.
vicw,’ hasays, avelerencetotheiow.disgraced stephantine politician
wito was anve Quoenatand’s Mindster for Raads, Racing, Local Gov.
ernment axd Police; the sellatyled Mintater for Everything,

Dr MeNuity is one of the men who with hindsight cencedes he
could have put mare pafTinte the whistie ha wes blowing about the
haalth of the Wittonvow workera. From 1958 until the avs of the
mine's clostire, his job anthe 1oval public health offictal was to msosi-
tor the haalth of Wittennom workers aad sxamine the chest X-raya
they by now were supposed Lo have svery year or so, This was net
quite a8 atraighiforward a tank s It sounds, He was based 1500
kilemetres away in Kalgoarils, and the teip north took nensty » day,
34 hours on the orernight narrow-gauge teain io Perth, then & long
flight on the McRobortson Miller milk run, alight alreraft service he
dubbéd Mickey Mouse Airtines because ot his vory first briplo Witte.
noorn thay loat the packags of Xorayn snd madical Matories of the
aen he was supposed to examine, s

That was tn 1959, and even though he hall hesnd that conditions
at Wittenoom ware bad, nothing hed prepared him for what he
found: ‘It was tha dirtiest mine snd mifl L had sver ssen. Remeriber,
thls was an experianced public health doctor whe himd bees dawn the
tines at Kaigoorlie, Norseman and azd, i hiz early duys
ru an intern, had seen the ravaged-chosts B the miners of South

- Wales, and Stokeon-Trant in Engiand, "There were chumpe of ashes.

tos atl overthe flvor, nod ens's clothing was rapidiy soited hy contact
with sny surface, Sunbeams showad heavy dust particles, snd visi-
bility was reduesd in some areas .., every spdration in tha mine waa
sesacinted with dust ,,, yag could ass §t in tha men's elothing, hair,
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evarywhare,’ Even the alr scross the rosd, abovethe fawn infrontof
tha staifoffican, hed dust rmadings that would havs been iHiagal down
a mina, .

Fven befors ha looked at the Xorays, B McNulty knew what he
was golng to flnd. Liks Dr Ssint a decade earlior, he knewthera wan
no way man could wark in conditions like thiz and not gef nick, The
first cans of asbesionis — poor old fan Dignarm ~ had occurred In 1046,
alihaugh it was not conclusively diagnosed until much Ister, Since
than, thare had bean anly one othar confirmvad dingnoals, althongh
hundrads of cases st have sccurrsd, for one simple ronson: the
turngves of the workforce, At the tims of Dr McNuity's visit, theen
quartera of tha workers had bewn there for lesa then throa yeers, snd
rany for only months, The men were feaving Wittenvom witheut
inowing that they carried & deadly harvest of fibrws in thelr lungs,
slckoning and dylog years Jater In farnway places of  disesse they
didn’t know they lind and never coanected with their time down the
mine, .

That first batch of X-rays ware not afl elear, und were taken noder
typleally rongh-and-ready Wittenvom eonditions. Ona of the techni.
cinna todd Dr McNuRy that ha couldn't do a repeat X-ray becanss

overy tima ho turned on the unit, all the Hghte in the town wentent.

But when he hung the negatives on his Hluminated glass window
down in Kalgoortie, Dr McNulty fmmediataly saw the elitale shad.
ews in tha fungy, the clouds of slotted thssue that signal asbestosls
and silicoais. Thore wors alx men with damaged hungs in that first
sureay. In thres ysars’ time the sumbar would ascalsis to 5%, and by
the tims the mine closnd fu 1066 the watking wounded of Wittenoon
woutd anmber more than 100 workers, D Salnt's prediction was
siready & reaiity.

So what did Dr MoNulty do? ARse aff, he was supposed {0 be
protecting tha men, not just sitting back n his office kaeping scors,
The night, of hia first visis to the mina Dr MeNulty had dinner with
the management i the clubhouse. After tha meal, the manager (Mr
Brondhurat, the man Dr Saint had compared with Goebbels) tack
him seide tndiseuss tha dust prodlem, He wasatroady awarenfother
eritical Heslth Deparvtment reports, and helaunched into an sttatk
an aneof tha doctors, whom he claimed waa riding a hobhyhorae'. Dy
McNulty awiftly disstrused him of this notion, anddeljvered a lecture
on the dangess of the dust, pointing to the tailings spread on the
roade and deciaring that tha peor devils are exposed to so much dust
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- house in the tawnship and noticing & baby in 2 nappy standing st a

front gate. As the car want by she was enveloped in ashentor dust
frem the tailioge that surfacsd the rond. She completely diasp.
pearesd. Thousands of tons of the residus from the mine, stil]l thick
with asbesion fibren, had been carted ints the tawn to form the toads,
o make drivewnys, 15 be mived into feundations of buildings, and
ovan to cont the surface of the playground atthe primary achool. But
that is & latar chapter in the Wittenvom stary, Just remersher for
nowthet, back b5 1959, Dr Jtm McNaity told CIR's raanagers to stop
silowing the tailings o be dumped around the town ~ nd they
ignered him.,

Dr McNuity, of sourss, did not have the powar to order CSR to

clean up the mine or 1o closs it down, That was the responaibility of |

the Mines Departmont. S0 when he got back to Kalgooriis he wiots
adetailedreport, thefirst ofinany, to hisboss InPerth. Tha following
year, in his anauai report to partiament, the Commissioner for Pub.
tic Health drow the government’s aitention to the fact that sbestos
work at Wittanoor wan now knows t be 36 times more dangarus
than goldmining: after four years® expomirs st the mine or mill, ane
Wittenoom workerinatght wascoming down with hung disenses, som-
pared with enly one in 100 geldminers after 10 yanrs underground.

Thers was now po point in the company, the government inapec
tors, and the workern themselives trylog Lo ney that it was Yust a bit
of dusting’, @ nermal cecupetional hazard, the price you had to pay
for working down & mine, A Royal Comiianion on the goldfsids had
been hield in 1911 apd the hezards of underground dust clearly
expoaed. A sivict system had been lntroduced b tew for vontitating
tha minen adequately and checking the miners' health. ‘The ind.
dence of lung disease had bean halved at Kalgoorlie, and acrosa the
tounitry at Broken Hill things had improved to fuch an sxtent that
Io the 40 yenra to 1985 only four exsen of lung diginse were datected,

?aqge&ogmg;uu‘agi» tanoom oven open-
ed, and yet hara was 2 mine allowed Lo exposs itn yaen to 26 i men the

‘normai’ rigk, These weren't retired old digpera i4 iheirsixties devel-
oping s hitof meough, thess wermrsen intheir thivkies at denth'adoor,

" The reaponse to the commisstoner’s report - dlthough, of coures,
it warn’t pot a0 colowrfully « was a deaféning sflanow: no demands
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#om the Oppasition for Semathing to Ba Dene; o outrage from the
unions; nooneinught from the investigativamedia, DrMcNulty says
naw; ‘In my tnnocencs, I thought that was tha end of the lins, 1
thought “gosh, it's befors the paritament, it's been hrought 1o the
attention of the legislators, thare wili be quostions naked, it will be
reported in the papers”. But nothing happened. Looking back on it
now I think [ tried every legitimats means open to me., Pechaps 1
shauvld have genie further, and trled a fow iilagitimate monns ... if1d
known then what } know now would have got up on my seaphox and
nothing would have shut ma vp.'

D MeNulty did not give up hin fight. 1t continued over the yesrs,
behingd the soaniea, He kept warning the company’s managsra of the
terrible danger to tha minars and the townapeapla. He reported his
alarm continually to his dapartmsental chiofs, and thoyirled, without
auccedn, to get the Minea Department to act, And Dr MeNulty told
the men, who one by oue wers turning up with ominoun tleuds on
thatr X-rays, 7T snuat have told mors than 100 of them: you are sick,
itin the asbeatos, you must leave the mine. I don't think a single one
of them evay took my advice.’ Not svan & man namad Oesls Allan
would liston, and he was managsrof themine for most ofits latsr life,

In 1860 Allan’s Jungs turmed up in Dr McNualty's sheaf of anngal
Korays, snd, eure encugh, thore was & small shadow, *... you should’
avold Rurther exposurs o harmful dust ke the plagus .. Dr
MeNulty wrots o him. But Ozele wouldn't Haten, Ha died last year,
& few days sfter wheering hia way through a eross-examination in
which he tried, to the bewilderment aven of sorne of CSR's swn
saftcitors, to justify what he had done. Ssys Dr McNully: ‘When
Orris Allan got asbastosts, that ahaould havs boen an enormous rad
flag to the company. I wan the first time that sort of lung disesse had

been seen in s mine mapager in Western Austealin, But nething

happesied again, none of this was getting threugh to CHR. They wers
the absentee Jandiords, Jike n freland during the famine. To them,
ths mine was just a potential souree of profit, and they didn't care
how it was mada!

Eventually Jim McNaolty gavs up: T beeane completely disillo.
stoned and indleated o OSR that because of their cynieal aftitude
towarsds the workers’ health | had Joat a}i confidence in thelr good
faith ... aft § achisved was like Dr Stockman [the Thesn character
fuoted bn the frontisptecs of this beok): | becsxna the enemy of the
poopla of Wittenoom, the people I was trylng to save, They wera
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ferfous, They thought § was trying to destroy their town !

Two years after the mine closed, in 1968, Dr McNulty stood In
front of a distinguished gathering at Australin's Aret apecial modieat
sonferancs on pneumoconiosia {dust dissase) in Sydney and deliv-
ered this spitaph: ‘Perhaps the only medics! sdvice ena eould evér
have given wan: if you are thinking of going (16 Wittenoom) don't, I
yout are thers, leave, But this was oot the advice they wanted. They
wars siaking vary big money ...'

8o if the doctors ware being Ignored, what about the Mines
Department? Whet waa thin fina body of men doing Lo protect the
fives of the workers at Wittenocom? The bottom line is nothing. In
wpits of detecting the moat sutrageous vﬁs%ro of mine pafety laws
svera perlod of morethan 20 years, not e singleprosscution wassver
Taunched againat OISR, nosffeclive demands were sver made for sefe
ventilation in the mine or the mill, the operation waa never shut
down for & singla day, although this was within their legal powsr.

Instead, atthe highestlovalofthe department, therawere atlempts

ioovarupthetrusextent ofthedisastar, and to discredit the doctors
who were dolng their best to exposas I8, The enly time, in fact, that
prosscution wiss ever suggentad it was not against iia company, hut
againat one of the miners who had breken 2oma ruls, The Mines
Depariment saw its job as prometing mining, not regulating it,

In fact, that {s being & ttle harah, The Wittenoom Papers show
that there wern & nurber of good 'men appolnted as mining inapee-
tors reapansibln for Wittenoom, and they did report honestly on what
they found, The trouble was that head office down in Parth had to
spprove any drastic action, and head office (ultimately the varions
ministers have to carry thecandneverdid. Asfarhack as 1948, three
yeoara ?%%igggu%gﬁ was report-
ing thet ‘dust conditions in the vicinity of the plant have heen tar
rifc. Two yaars later thinge were 20 bad that the dust was ‘a manace
tiot only {0 men, but also to the proper matntapnance of the machin.
ery’. In 1850, the Stats Mining Engineer wgs warnlog the Wit
tencem maneger that fosuffictent attention hild been paid Lo safety
regulations and ventilation in the past, and $hat we rxpect reasos.
able compliance with them in the future, otharwise wa will be forced
s take corrective action’, Put the real dynamite came 10 yaurs Inter
whert n particolarly consclentious tnspector naimed Boyland inid the
Wittenoom management in the bluctest Rarwn.awz was killog fts
workers:
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The third
horseman

When T was in medizal school, mesothelloma was as rare as leprovy.
Now we are Hving In the middie of on epldemic of it” |
~ Dr Donsld Waatphatl, diractor of msedicing i tha TV setive 8¢ Blaerndere

Bhe is sitting thare in the doctor’s office, nervonsly clutehing the
hand ofhor hushand, who has come slong to glve support: & heslihy.
focking woman i shorts and T-ahird, aged just 81, the mother of
throe young children, "What ix the problem? aska e Bill Moak,

"Well, 1 unod to live at Wittencom when I wan & ki, my dad was
the policeman there, and | was wondering, well ...’

Ohs has this dry congh,

Tt i only & cough, ien't it? An allergy of some kind? Pleass?

1t the kifud of consultation Dr Musk has been through 160 times
bafors. Hechecks tha young woman's Xorays againnt tha tiiominated
screenon hisofftce wall, halatens carefully toher thast and herback
with his atethoseope. Nothing to worry about, be reansures her, but
you maight gat yoursatfon the Vitamin A program that’s sterting up.
You san aee hor tolt with relief ax ehe oty the nows. Bha takes her
husband's haod and walks cut of the conmiting voom fnts the ai.
rendy steaming summaer moming in Perth,

» DrMuskinhead of vesplratory medicine st the Hir Charies Glaind-

ner Hospltal, and that myakes him the Wittencom doctor, guandian
sngel « or undertaker « to tha thoussnds of praple who survivad
Wittanoom and are now waiting, and worrying, and wondering alf
theae yanrs Inter whather they are carvying stow.tickisg tima homba
In their lungs. The woman he has fust examined, for instance, hay
heard ofthe desth from sebestos disease of snothar woman, also the
daughier of a policsman, whe grew up in Witlanoom,

*I'hers tu o very high laval of sxxdaty gut there, particularty among
the former residents {of Wittenoom), § don't think the publicity has
helped in that. We have detected anly akx o7 eight canes of mesothe-
Bomaamong the residonts. He pauses, snd themadde: ‘hut, ofcourss,
we don't kmow what's poing {0 happen in the years o coma.”

Tho sshestonin epidemic among the minsrs was bad enough, but
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. E?@ana?af pecpls who didan't even work at the mine, who

piayed awchildren inthe dusty streeta of the township 14 kilomatres

sway ~ sirely they eac’t reatly be at rlak? And what is thic tongue.

twisting medi-fargon mesothelloma? Get used to the word, because
wa ave golng to hear a fot more sbout it over tha next 10, 20, S0 yenrs.
Bythosdcond decads ofths next contury It will havs killed nearly 500
ofthe men, women and children whollved and werked al Wittanoow,

and killed them in & particularly grussome way, that wes both -

predictable snd prevantabls duringihe in E_-.E ofthe operstion
of that inine.

Asbestosis, eancer, a&unls.sﬁomnﬂ? It ia the thisd horee..
man of the Wittanoam apocalypes, s burbscharged canoer that roars
through the body at wach a rats thet holf fta victima dis within nine
wonthe sfdispnosiv. Itis reaching out ta dastroy the people of Witte.
noom 30, 40, even 50 years after they left the town. Thers {nno cure,
and thera. is only one known cause: the ssbeston CSR mined at
Wittenéom, allowed to be spread around the tovwnahip snd exported
alt aver the world. From being ons of the rarest tanters in the
{exthocks, mesothelioma i now rweeping the industrial world, snd
Wastern Avatratls, thanks to Wittenoom, has (he highest incidence
of the digesse on earth, It will kil more peaple than hava so far died
of AIDRin Ausiralia, andits victime havemuch leas hepaof survival,
That mu_.iq&. Dr Muak's waiting roors 1a full of worried people.

?guﬁn?gg&usoro»ug butit was regard.
ed sm»%&&# a condition sorars that even Westarn doctors

‘quits Hiterally stood mors chance of seeing & case of leprosy than &

patient with mesotheliona, Cna medieal taxibook went eo far as to
scoff st it vary existence and claim that mast descriptions of this
eanthr were the result of sloppy diagnoaid. The cancer actually
gg Hudng ofthe chest cavity, tha condom-llke msembiane the
»zoru.x.ba n.single coll that encanea the fungs, It may also, more
raraly stll], infect the Uning of the sbdomep, nocalled peritoneal
mesothelioma, Either way, it apreads with ordinary speed, it
nriomwuﬁg&ﬁsﬂﬂgg o«muz.snm:w
Inavitabiy fatal. No one has ever survived lopger than thyve or fou
years, sl most peopls are dead in & ma gﬁgwﬁ.

1 1952, s young Bouth Afyfean medica) rnemed Chris.
topher Wagner, of Johanneaburg, had what he calls & Tucky break’
Wﬁggw to study ashestos disennen! Asbeatos - the whits,
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blue and browa variotien ~had besn mined on the Oape aince snrly
in the century, atd wae known 10 causa & pumber of disasees, Dy
Wagner had bean asked {0 rapart oo whethor thate was any differ-
ence in the dangars ssrocidted with the &ifferant types. 'The bresk-
through heppened when he was cailed in o autopsy s black man who
had besn the shower sttandant st u Witwatarsrand mine and whe
was thought to have died of tubarculosin. To Dr Weagner's sarpriss,
when he cut the man open he found ‘s huge gelatinous tumour cora-
pletely filling the right thest cavity’. ARter searching thraugh his
taxthooks he came to tha tantativa diagucels of mesmthelioma,
Within x fow weeits, blopsies of the lungs of prople living ln the min.
Ing region of the west Kimbartey had tarned up another 12 casen of
what hed baey thought ta ba an extremsaly rave eancer, Dr Wagasr
had discovernd an spidemic, but what wan the csuse?

The area where thass peopts had Yved was in the so-calied blos
asbestos mountaine, & range of hilly stretching for more than 600
¥ilometren from the Orangs River, norih tothe South Alrican barday

with Sotswana, i s the only piscs bn the world, apart from Wit»  *

tenoom, with major mines producing erocidolite —bhua axbestos, By
1060 Dr Wagoer, whe is atil] working on tndustriat health research
in Wajes, had discovered 33 casss of this no-longer-rare cancer. And
the avidenca pointed overwhetmingly ta the caues: axpossre fa blue
aabestos, His report wee pablished thet year in the British Journs!
of Industrial Medicine and direulatsd around the world.

Conditions in the South African sshestos induairy ware, If £ny-
thing, svan more sppalliag than st Witlancom, in the 19404, bare-
fout Bentu children wers put to work wtomping the asbestos into
sacke. A visiting doctor noted that boys axyoung es 12 hed doveloped
eor puimonale, damage to the heart, from their gross asposure to the
dust. He doubted that they would live long enough to dsvelop asbes-
toaix oy cancer.

But what should have mest aiarmed CSR, iFit vead the Wagnar
rupart, was the fact thet most of the victima weve actusliy nat asbes.
tos workery, They included s wornan who had Hved for only five years
w4 chiid in u vilJage whars she renembered there was a dusty blus
asbeston mill, and several men who had never beens down & mine,
whse shly sxpoavre 1o anbestos wikn uwtng 1 to bnswinle seam foto-
motives, The victime had been exposed ta the dist for ay short &
parfod &n three months snd were dying becaus of that brugh with
death £0 years and morelater. It wasrow eatablishod thut you didn't

THETITRO HORIEMAN &1 -

hinve to work years down & dirty mins to be killed by ssbeston; innp-
cont bystenders miles away could b potsoned by tha deadly, Invis.
ble partjcles,

On top of the terrible dangers to which it was axpoaisg its wark-
force, CSR by now ahould have reatised the menaceto the town [taelf,
{o the 800 or 400 women and children Hving there &t any one tlros,
AR told, rrioma than 15,000 relatives of the working roen of Wittanium
pesxed through the township and, 1ike the woman in Dr Musk's

offics, will hava £o five the reet of their lives with that ward meso.

theliotmalntheirminds. 13 also would not have boenlost on CSR aftar
the putiieation of the Wagner paperthat thoss Scuth Afelcan victims
had net just been exposad Lo any old asbestos; it was exocidolite, the
rare hius asbestos mined sndy in ona other part of the world, Witts.
noam. That was to turn sut o be the key to the disasier.

Borse yeare latay, ancther sxtraordiaary plece of ressarch, ton-
ducied. among wornen amployed on sssembly lnes putting blus
asbestos flltors ints gasmaske during the war, showed that (at fesst
as far st mencthalloma was soncerned) CER's blua asbertor war at
least 60 Umes as datigorous as the white ashestos - crynotile - that
made up 80 par cent of the fibre mined on the pinnst. Tt Ia & much
mgsﬁ....ué particls,’ Dr Wagner wan o say.

Links Satween asbenton and all soris’of othor cancara had been
emerging from rewesreh schools and epldemiotogical studlen arcund
ths world since the 1930, As far back a8 1938, & German doctor
named Nordman identifind slx daathe among asbeston toxtile work-
ers, feforred 1o it ma on ‘esupations] eance?’ and want on o confitn
hin sunpleions In the laboratory, wiping out 50 whits méces fn a thivd
of thale narmat 1l span by aprinkling thewpwith sybanios dusk. By
1055, whisn Wittanoom stil] had 11 years shead ofit, s definitive siss-
oy of hundrads of anbeston workers in the United Kingdom, by en
eminens physiclan pamed Richard Deil, wweovered & greatly in
tronsed thak of tung eancer, Since then, sabesfos has been sssocisted
with a variety of other cancers, particularly ¢ of this bowet, the
ossuphagud, and the stomach, But none str{kes the same fonr an d
{oathing into the Wittenoom survivors as vaesstheliome. Nothing is
more guiranieed to break them into helplefs tears and homicidal
anger thut the reatination that CSR must huve known shout meso.
thotlomu for yosrs before i did saything to n“.x_. tha'mine and pull
the plug én the town. ’ .
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Mhay knew what was golog on. The doctors knew, The company
imew. The enly peopls thay never told was us ... and now we are
dying, Teallit eriminal’ Thisis Val Doyle, tha lndy wemet st thestart
of the bool, given tha death sentance of msucthelioms for her ¢3th
birtiday presant, Hor only crimue was that ahe was ones of the dust
ehitdron of Wittenoam, ones efthe kids who grewup there. Val Doyte's
stepfather, Philip, had been one of the few professjonal minera at
Wittenoom, heading northin 1850 ta make his fortune, The fallawing
yoar, once he had got & gavernment houss sorted out, Philip sent for
hia wifa Esther and his thres tesnage daughters, Val was just 13
when she fivad sat oyen on he Jittla town In the desert.

“What 1 remember moea from thoss aarly years was the hpat, the
bloody heet. It wan scorching. On top of that there was dust every-
whera around the tovwn from the teilings they vaed to dump. It was
an tha driveways, it was on the roads, it wee on the baskotbat! court.
H you felf over you got fitthy. It wan {a your ayes, your hair, all over
your clothen, I rameraber sesing willy.willies springing up, these

great piliare of dust in the sky. That'y what it was like togrowopin -

Wittenoom,!

The threesistars. Val, Virginis and Shirley - ali met and married
thelr men in Wittonoom, In fact, Val eloped at tha age of 17, skipping
off to Roebouirne o wed. Ron wan in charge of transport at Wit
tanoom, the trucks and the boses that carried the mas from the
towniship down the gorgs to the mine. The couple had ao complalnis
abauk their iife in that remote Jittle Outhack town, but in the 15608
the Daytan«there were naw & dozett of them in the extonded family,

. with four young chiidren — hegan to drift away, back 1o the suburbe

of Porth where the aurviving members of the family still live,

The first togo was hor father, He had been forsman nt the bagglng
kil Hewea disgnosed ag waflering fom sabeatoals and diedin 1070,
Five yosrs Inter, Val's mother went to the doctoy with s dry, hacking
eough and was told thet she had mesathalioms. Inside six months
sha joined her husband in Perth’s Kasrakeita cetnietery, Thres years
after that, it was the turn of Val's own husband. ARer ngering for
two years io hospital, choking on his unbostoais, Ron Dayle died, Vel
had loat both her parents snd her hushand: 7 thought, gee, we must
Teva XiYied & Chinsmen or something. Where's 1t a3} going bo end?
T'he peany atill hadn't drapped.’

Thaysarafterthat, #da-zsg%g??igoﬂ
o thosa fina young man whe came ot Som Ialy (o start & new Hio.

R

THE THIRD HORSEMAN 68 |

mmow»mn&.agzon—w.ggsgg%i?s%za

" billeal sord of an oxygen vupply on he battled his asbentosts and can-

cor. I wan a reliof when he slipped into his flnal coma. But the Grim
%umm had not finished cutting its awaths through Vet Doyle's
family. The next ts go, of howe! cancer, was ancthier brothat- in-taw,
Fyank, who had bean a truck driver at Wittanoom, T the apace of a
few yonta Wittenoom had claimed five members of one family,
tosvitig Thros young widows, and four childres without a fathor, :
Theon, in September 1958, Val Doyls came down with what she .
took ta ba.a virus, Doubled up in pain, che war admitiod ta 8ir Chars
les Gnirdnar Hompital for 2ests, ‘ARer T hisd been thero for & caupls
of m&ﬁkﬁw moved me up Lo & besutiful single roaws with s lovely
view, I'knew something was up -~ me, a poblic patient, tn s $300-a
day sibgla room, Then the doctara cams in, snd they told me it was
weanthelioma, {waid “thankcs afof, that's a great birthdoy present”;
“They tried a fow experimarntal drugs, Intorisukin 11 and soon, but
that wad resily just for appesrances’ sake. It ia vory hard for adoctor
to stand by and say that, with s}l the wonders of modern medical
scietion, thers is not » damn thing ha ¢an do. “They did teir best,
recalta Val's second husband, Joten, bat she wan suffering terridly;
nn oze will evar know. She had mors tubes knd botiles hanping sut
of her than a space shuttle, but wa knew it wen no good, They were
tryingia put e Balls Royoa enginainto s runty old Baby Austinbody,
Val Boyle, wife, motherand grandmother, died s fowmonthsafter

- “her 49th birthday, ea State election day, 4 Pebroary 1989, Sha toojs

now buried fn Kerrakatts cemstery, The lateat toff in that fragie
extbnded family, which used o total 20, it #ix dend, two sariousty (8,

No wonder this sad, angry go.,m& it genocids, No wonder her
widowsr wants Wittenoom preserved 3 ‘Austratia's industrial
Balsen’,

Eﬂg&gui 23 COR knew of tha dangers of ashestosis
before the mine aver opened, the company knew all about mesothe.
Homa tong bafore it finally closed it ..

?ggno?g&»ﬂugﬁ had been published In
1960, was how long it wowld be before helloma turned up
smprigthe peopls of Wittenoom. Tha anawst wes that It ad elready
claicand Jis firat victin. Late in 1853, o prospecisr named Joneph
mwiu_nuiua sdmitted o tha Kalgoorlie Hegpital with m chest prob-

tors, anid wangiver an Xoray that shwed a highly-suaplcious ploural
om.d&ow. uung-—ag_w Mr Sawyer had r thinge to do than
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hang around tomake wedical history, and he went buck to prospect
ing In Ehe bush, He raturned 1o the hoopital again & year leter, and
this time there could be no mistaking that he was terribly slek. He
hadloat weight, wascoughing, shoartofbreath and his fingersshowed
tha start of the cminous clubbing associnied with aabentos disenss.
DrMcNuity, the chest physician at the hoapital, by now had read the
Wagsner papor with great intorest and began (o wonder whether this

couid be meeothelioms, A biopsy, & saimple taken from Joseph Baw.

yor’s hungs, showad that it probably was.

Bight moaths Iates, in June 1961, the man wan dead, at the ags
of 48, and the poat-mortem showed beyond doubt what had kifted
alm, Josaph Sawyer had become Wittanoom's firet recorded mesn.
thelioms victirn, He had workad et the mil for just two years inthe
iats 1840y, Twenty yeurwJater the Shres of hiua asbestosin hisfungs
had erupted into this strangs s virulend cancer, Dr McNully pub-

lished w report of that casa in the Medizal Journal of Ausirnlia in -

December 15962, But long beform then, he and his collengues at the
Depariment of Public Health had rentised the trgensy of their dis
wrery, and wers writing divect f0 CSR's doctor demanding urgent
setion,

L8R consultant physician st the time was an aminent Mae-
quatia Street apecinlist, Dr H. Maynard Resnin, In Saptamber 1581
Dy McNulty wrots him a strong, three-page lettsr veging action (see
facing pagok®

e 29y ctnvenTys Sor Kb hanith of the workars st Wittennont Incused by
tha numbar of men serioiaty sifacted by slliconin/ashestosin ab relatively
sarly sgee and sbhort axposcred. Thees Inclnde & malignaat plenral
mesothalioma.’ Dr MeNully sald that dust conditiane st the mina warw
worss than during his fast vislt, and qguoted fipuwes to back this up,
ahowing Ievels up 15 eight timen the legsl Lnit. He warned that ‘even
minknsl asbestos sxposire, sock s fars road tallingy’ might be dangen
vus, snd fintabed with this plew:

‘Ona cannot halp fonllng that production (st th mine) oomven firet, and
that ihe heaith of the workers recoivos secondary asmiderstion. The
privanry concern of a company sty produce aproduct profitably, but thas
boatt abawa, ke and tims agsin, that apsrt Aowm gross exploktetion of
ubour this le hest achieved when theintarssts and haalth of the workess
tare) conniderad. ‘The coutracy, where the produd Is produend st ihs
axpansa of tha heatth of the werkar, tannot b toferated in & clvilised
cotnmunity ...*

R ... Ea R 0CORER,
REvPIEARL, % AR GeMaeter, 2060,
. .n“. -,. oy ¢ . .

| A * ’
< Pie Sunt tea Mindly Cereurdesd & 2 3«3&3&& to
£10 Tetior eoncurring senditisne nt s:h-wnwmu: i Aabswioe,
u.nmoiun...q.? el

N O LT 2 .
| Ky epprowah fo the nrasioe i solively cudiowt, £ e nat
2 Inedr a0 ny Sontpry for the Pasith of thn med’ e+t
Rittennim, In enuced By tim mshes of rrn seritunle w?Tiendo? by
3:»-.5&%«:30 2t relativaly estly s-vs 2t short .
- #s'  Thoos inglide & mltg@met pieops) rocoton)fsen
nCEA* ipe sanro ab B WaLEY toEn In d30 Rkl AL co'Aldopable
L g an fee nicapicne,

2
£
g
i
ECO
33!
|
g3
i

{
&>

:
;
i
Hss
7
i
3
i

-

O5R in wizrned sdout the soncer mesothelionl In 1961: the mine
: _. kept operating for another five ykars ...
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Steong words. And thay were followsd up with an aven stronger
plea to Dr Rennde, from anpiber senior Perth doctor, Dr Broes Hunt,
n former president of the Roya) Austraiinn College of Physicians whe
demendad ‘urgont action’ to improva conditions, Dr Rennie's reply
{set fecing page) appaiied him with fts eaug complacency, and Dr
Hunt ones againtriod to make CSA reatise just how ssrioasthaprab.
jans ot Wittanoom wax:

' {the) Commiscdonur nd Aselatent Comimlsatoner of Poblis Hashil
both speak of Wittenoom in blaaphemens tarms = “a fratering sore® was
one of the cholver expreasions which case ints the onwersation ., Boly
Elphlck, the very afficlent ssodival superintendant of the Perth Choss
Hoepltal, telis me thal ks han soet morw serious chest disosse from
Wittenoom duting the past dve yesrs than he han seen from alt the
goldmines of Weatern Auatralle for the past 16 years ...

4 think thatilthe o fiosrsof COR, whose yather sy sred setf antiatiod
statarsenis b you srequoted in your finnt paragraph were {o he compelied
10 look nt {« petient) and hear him strogytioy for heeath, thay would be
o Liti}s Toss satiaBed ... ene eomes 2p with the feeflng Lhat eithar the
resporaily officersafthe company huvs the osteick instinet vary strengty
developed, or that the comment i ty Jetter which you quoted brck to me
and o widedt yous $00k aensldersbls exeeption, in nevariheloas amply
justified ... My dear Tad, this rasttoncannct possibly be aliowed o rest,
1 gnther from the senjor heatth suthorition tha they huve bessty trying o
wotse sonsideradie time o got Lie conspany to realiss and remedy the
%Egav.qg%g-qa.-a %%ggigc..
{ find it vory difficuil o beliere that a reputable public compuny erald
vemain {n ite apparently aeifastisfind state and continve ia allow the
enboston tining induatey to go on Xilling sean vnforbunate snough to be
swsploynd in §i. Hfthe pressat eltuation ie to ramaelin aatterad, Twould foet
1% my bounden duty to bring the niaitar to the peraonal attention of the
M-gmac. - .

Whila this secret paper warfare was golog on, & paan nsmed Brisn
O'Neill was happily going sbout hls werk ap st Wittenoar, ignorsnt
of tha fact that ba was livipg in a ‘festaring sare’ and cartaindy na-
awara that ‘aven minlmal axposure froin road tailings’ wight endane

gor s health, Brisn ONeill waz one of the beat-known and head~ P

Liked tea in the town, & tall, skisny Irishmnan with curly, dark hair,
a terrific Iaugh and a bit of the brogus and the blarmey of his native
Ulster, ' .

Brisn O'Nelll had firet gone to Wittensom in 1048, nat long alter
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the mine opensd, when tha gevernmant was busy waking C9R a IRt
of miiiionn of dolizys worth of public worka, His fob wan working for
tha Maln Roeds Department baliding the read thas wounld link Wit
tenoom with Rocbourne, 160 kilometres nway on the coant, and the
township of Point Bamueon, the port from which all the asbestos was
exparted. He loved the life in the bush 4id Brian, but theve was onie
thing missing. o 1984 hoe tock three months off to find & hiide, Ha
{ravellad i Porth, chose a Blushing 1 T-yearold by the namea of Ruth,
courtad hey, marviad her and carried her off to Wittanoom,

They Uvad there happily for the next soven or eight years, Ruth
semewhal taken up with ralsbag tve Srat six of what woald svento-
ally be u tribe afeight children in one of those Hitle fibro honsses with
its wood stove snd kerosena fridge, Ons of Ron's reqular john was 1o
back his trurk usider the tailinge hopper st the misie, and cart 12-4on
Ioadscfthacrushed rock wherever it was needed, 0 puad on the roads,
the sirport, the school, 1o drop & doad off for somedne’s drivaway.
Arvand 33,000 tons of the stufl wes provided fres by CSR to anyone

wha wanted it. It was delivered to you for nothing .. it wen likes ~

banus far betng a good boy,” recalln ans of Wittenoom s inst remaining
residanta, Another saye peopls used 8 sirround their houses with
the duaty restcaloured gravel as a soske-slert; you coutd spot the
trackaloft by nvonomous blnckorbrown snaksthat might belurking
uster the house, Brian, cartainly, thought it was prelty useful stuff
Hahadn't road Dr McNulty’s Istter, He had no idea he was doath’s
chauffaur,

In 1562 the O'Noills packed wp and went hack to live down south,
miinly becsuse thoy wanted a better schoollng for thelr kide. Thay
seitied on 5 stoall Kiwd frult and tasartlic farm st Bedfordale, 2
pencoful 1itils towy 30 kilemetves asuth of Pecth. But the ONeills
could novar forget the friendships they made at Wittancom, snd
evary yaar for 20 yeurs, on tha Sundsy elosest 16 Bt Patrick’s Day,
they have a grand reunfon at the farm, with poople coming from far
and wide to gathar under the fruit treas with thair ears and camper
vans and hampere of chicken aad beer to swap yarna about the guod
oid days. A bit like war veterans meeting up on Anzac Day,

And lke tha vetersne, theiy nizmbers thinned ae the yesrs weuh
by. Twahundred poople came to that Srst rourdon: 20 years on barely
a thint of them are slive. At the beginuling of ench gathering Hrisn
wonld reed out the st of 10 o7 & dozen namen of3hoss who wouldn’s
he coming that year, Some, of conrse, dond of ol age or ‘uatural
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. cstisot’,. but many meaumbing to asbestosin, mesothelioms, and

other awful cancers, Old Wilko, for Instance; they knew ha wouldn't
makeit one year.

. Hls roa} nameo wan Kelth Witkdn: s true charactar of the Witts.
avoMm gqﬁ O1d Wilko worked with Brian on and off on the trucks,
and thei down the mine. On deya off hs used to torridy the town with
hislow-fiylng escapades in & piane ba dlda’t axsctly have s liconca to
fiy, Rusnour has £ that when the aviation suthorities went Jooking
for him he buried the machine in the desart aand. Ho even made s
jokeaboint it when ho was diagnossd an suffering from mesothelioma
in 1087, He held a wake for hirswelf, invited hismatesovar forndeink
or three, tued 100 pecplasign hie coffin andiposed inslda 18 for the TV
camoran: Christmas Day ha dled. The ONeills knew ho wouldn't
make if 16 the reunion after all.

This year, 1989, Brinn {'Neilf won't bs thers sither, Ruth will be
reading his name out en the Hst of thoss who were unaveidably
detained by denth, At the sie of 53, she 1a tafk & widow; thoss aight
childregand 19 grandchildren have lost & fine man,

wmg,vaa imown for 20 years that there was something wrong
with End&cn« asbestouis « but he stubbornly refesed to give up
work and-claim workers' compansation, The Mala Roads Depart.
gﬁ?%e“ggs:nnu? evan refused tobelieve there

- was sabastos In the taflinge he had csrted until o yaxe bafore hls

death. To'prove his peint, Brian O'Neilt and his clan made 8 senti.
mental iripback {0 Wittanoom, driving all thewayina aetondhand,
yellow Toyats Hi-Acs ealled the Buttercup Express, While he was
thevb he ehipped off » Jump of bitcmen from tha road in which the
tailings were clesrly and visibly emsbedded. Ha xant the evidence Lo
the Main Roads Department and it was onlythen that they refeatad, .
A social worker came upto Ruth O'Neili alter tha Anere) pnd told her
that the Hapartment had fust agrsed to compensntion for his death,
the printely sum of $1 7,000, gaﬂignigr

Hehid knowntherwas 893#3&13»«15 hischest,but, fike
many Witfenoom victima, he had tha devil'siwn Job gatiing & doctor
%taiaoog&g the problem.iVietimn have besn told
Vhir ha¥e a viras, prensmoning brenchitie, Enyihing but what 1t in.
evitsbly furnn out tobe—sabentos disanse, Ribert Volakovicbelieves
g%?uoﬂ%&%? this deliberataly, to try and save
on compensation paysuts, A fow years sge b sok & trap: he selected
usﬁtg survivor whahad been spproved Egﬂgﬁoa with
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£0 par cent asbastosls, and took kim to the Perth Chest CHule for an
¥-ray. The doctor put the segatives up on his screon and annournced
‘nothing there, tome back in n yest’. When Rebert peltited t0 & dark
patch and sald San't that m shadow on s fung? the doctor suapped
off tha lght and repeated his disgnosis. The sunttor was brought to
the attention of the Pneumonseonieais Boayd, and shortly after that
diagnosis of Wittenoom victimu took a torn for the better,

{n Brizn O'Neill's case, the doctor came up with & beauty: it was
coccidioiden, a kind of fowl disease, which be must have contracted
shovelling chitken manuve, Of course it wasn't. It was ashestosis;
and then, in May 1988, the word evary Wittenoom survivor dreads,
mesothelioma. Brinn ’Naill was glven nine months to five, but he
laated onty five.

1 wan s horrible way to go: hin breathing bocama iabonred, his
body fited with fluid; his daughiers couldl henr it aleshing aboul in
hiachest when he jay down. Towards the end e was a0 hloated that
his fegs blew up like balloona, and his penia becarme o swollen that

heeould not gat it nto the hospitalbatile tourinate, Hespenthislast

woeks bying on a chaisa lounges on the balcony of his home guiping
oxygan from & mask. This quiet, frisndly Irishman who had nover
smoked and barely drank, was introduced to morphine, T'm Gying.
e used to sy a2 the drug dulled the agony in his hody. Five tontha
1ater it wae alt over, Hundreds casue o pay their Inst reapecis ~ the
cortegs from £ FrancisXavier chusch stretched for twomiles s they
made their way to tha tittle cometsry in tha tawn of Serpentine,
where he hsd tessrved his plot,

. But,of courss, it waan't al] ovar. Not far his wifs Ruth, who kmows

Ehat the dust aite inhaled all thoss years ago waa sodandly that soma
women have contrected mesothelioms simply from shaking and
washing thelr husband’s ditty work cdothes, And not for the aix

children who grew up st Wittense, 1ike Val Boyle, they playedin |

the dust, thay built littie castlon cut f it, they were in suntact with
the atuff every day, Tt is & cloud that hangs over ues 22" says Ruth
ONeill, We uted to talk sbout the duxt, but no ote took it very
seripusly. We didn't krow aboud mewothelioma thesn ... it was your
job, and you gt on with it. Walooked at tha mine management, they
Hived in a settioment muck closer to the mine, and we thought *well,
ifthey are expasing themeelven toft, it st be ali right”, Ifonly we'd
inowsn, H only the company had told people. CSR is a dirty word i
this household,'

R
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. Becsuss, as wa know now, the comspany kad knawn that the

taifinge 'were dangerous, that the by-product of ita mine could be
polaoning the town 14 kilomafras away, endangering the health of
tha thousands of paopls, men, wotmen and children who would coms
{0 flve thero, Dr McNulty can awear to that. He told the company’s
managers that it waa dangercan, he wrote o the company doctor.
And it dldn't siop thers, The Joeal council had bean warned at loast

# yoar Defore tha mine elosed that the tallings wers so deadly they

could svien threaten touriats who eame ta the tows,

Frank Sheehan wan the focal Authority then, Secretery of the
Hhire of Tablsland, an nres the size of Englend with a population of
not mitch move than & thousand, He wan also (he undertaker, the
magistyats and the vermin control officer. Evary month he had to

sond thaerop of dingo seatps down to Perth o cotinct tha bounty, Now

Hying in vetiremeant in Pdrth (and, iroaically, alxo 10 per cent dis-
aljad by ssbeatoaln), Frank's memories of Wittensom are of a Wild
Wast town of wids verandahs with hitching raits, men In broad.
brimmed hats and a gonerally latd-back attituds Lo Yife,

Arcutid 1965, the Witkanoom doctor, & part-time explorer named
Gofdon Oxer, who ranted many of the peaks end ravinas In the
hintarland ranges, had written to the Mines Department physician
in Kalggoriie to find cut once and for all whother the storlea thay had

been hearing for ysars about the dangers of asbeston tailings wera

irus, The letier cama back, from & Dr Maguire, and was passed on to
the eoutiedl, 1t JoR 1o doubt ot all in Frank Shashan's mind that the
dumping should ba stopped.

The lotter reforred to the link betwoan lung cancer and mepathe-
lioms that had by now been conclusively satablished sround the
world, asd to the fact that £t was now smarging that the crocidolits,
the bius asbestos mined st Wittoncom, wis the most dangerous

find. . - .

“Tho orlginal stdection th the ume of neine fallings fir roud aurfacing
waa tlint the miners werw evposod i heavy dugt soncentrations at work,
wnditaommed s reasonable procustion o advisgpgainat the wes of tailings
for thiFburpose on the grounds that the should not be exposed Lo
haurmita) dust during thels lelvare hours o5 wedl ... 1t ssema to roe, thes,
that thecasval axpossine of the townsposple ahd thousands of visitors b
undasjrabla, ot loast.’ ! \

Mayhe the warning wam't tough encughlOr maybe ths fact that
Ongle Allun, munngor of the mina, was also president sf the shive had
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something to do with it. Frank Bheehen lon't sure, Either way, the
warnlnge were ignored, and CSR continued to hawd ant ftx tallings
ts snyons who wanted a truckload. ‘Yout ¢an blams it all on the
invention of the limited Hability vompany, No arse ts kick, nosoni to
damn says Prank Sheohan, Phitoscphical words for s man whonow
has besnt diagnosed as wuffering ssbestostn, They oven shot tha

Back in Dr Bill Musk’s office, s beeper goes off and he graba for the
phone. I's ancthier Wittencom pationt, he sapising as he rattles
along the corridors and down the hack atairs to the basement.
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eontart with the product sil the way dowen the line, Tha dockers wha
lugged the.duaty 100-pound bags off the boat st Fremantls, the
patesr- station workers like Rolf Harrivs father, the paopls who
worled in'Perth’s aabeston fabrication factory, the railway men who
frstalled it s Insuletion on the traiue. A are st tisk of ssbostos
diseaza, No ooe i safe.

On top ofall this arethe 2010 50 per cent of mesothelioma victitna
againat whose namen'na knnwn expomire’ is written, It could be that
busy doziors haven't had time to ask about or record the petisnt's
work history, But in many cases the hrnsh with ssbestos has been so
aiight, so long ago, that the victins just can't femember, The British

" MedieolJournal yapotiad on the case of tws alderly slaters who bath

Actually, it's an ex-patient, He by lying on a slad in the morgue, his
fleah that yellowish, waxy texture of the recent dead; s man in My
sixtias, & formarminsy. Hisbody Las bean sxenvated, and hinorgans,
hinlungs, hesrd, liveracdlights aretylag ontha dissecting tabls, The
young pathologist slices through tha offal to show Dr Musk the

died of mésathelioma. A lengthy and detalled questioning could find
only onasxplanation, Many yesrs sartiar they had both got up on the
roof of & ghed to seruly away mons with wire-bristied brushes. The

‘ rocf wei made of asbestos,

wetent of the cancer: mescthelintus, no doubt adout {t, but alse tue
mours o the surfave af tha liver, and yallowesncarounnodulenslong  *
his amall intestine, It's & wonder he lived an Iong as he did, resiating
themultipleinvanionofidabody for ;8 menths, DeMuskorderssome

Or it coukd be, most ominows of all, sinsply the airwabresthe, with
its ubiquitous burden of tiny, invisible fibres, that ts driving the
mesothatioma epidensic. Random autopsios in Melbourns routinely

* | show 50,000 asbestos fibres In every gram of lung tisrue of poopls

farther tasts, and galiops back to his offion whare the pxtiscts sre

I's ironie that the Sir Charles Galrdner Hoapilal, sprawiing
around an B0-hoctara (200.acre) camapus bealds & Jaks a fow kilo-
matres from ths centre of the city, should be the madical front Hue in
this epidemic of asbestos disenne, When I8 was hullt 30 years ago, it

whohave néver warked with the stulf. 5t in found in the hings of now-
ruavngﬂ..

Patient number tws on Dr Mask's list this Friday morning hasno
trouble remérabering whers he was sxposed to the deadly blus dust,
He's sn ItgHen, » man of 53, and ha worked for thres or four menths
in the dust Holl of the Wittenoom bagying plant. Dr Musk poers at

| thechirta.{ethatabitofpleuratthickeaing, the firat sign oftrouble?
Haplaces tho stethoscope on the man's cheat. Yow, thore is deflnitely

seerned like the wrong hosplial at the wrong plece in the wrong time,
1t was part of the Comsmonwsalth Government’s belatad war on
tuberculosis, & great sanitorhum and treatment contre for the vic-
Hms oflast cantury's groatext lung scourgs. But by theleta 10808, TE
siready had been virtually sradicated in Weatern Anstralia, and it
Tooked az though the hospital was going to be = white elephant,
And then slong came Wittenoom, When B} Musk firet dld his
rounds hare 20 years a9, i was nsbastosts, Todaey, it is the victime

sbitof criciding there. It could babronehitly ...or it could be the start
of something elss, Ha signs off atlpe of paper for @ battery of Rarthar
testa: heart, lung eapacity, more X-rays. S¢e you in 2 week or twe,

The iyl pationt is unother woman, snother ex-resident whe
lived in Wittencom sfer the mine closed don, running the loeal
stare for Lang Hancoek whea be bought the gines back from CSR.

! Twa of her kids were borss thare, and, yex, rsa, thay were ail

of maligaancy that il his werds: ling cancer, mesothatfoma, snd
other eancers Uke thet of the stomach that are more commen in

aware of the duat. Dr Muek goes through his rbutine. Bverythiog is

” rorsaal. THere ia o need to worry. the women fa s¢ eagor to hoar tha

poople expostd to asbeatos Gust. The warde are fafl, there are long
walting Hats at the sutpatients’ciinle, the houplialieatratched st the
searme, bocavse [t is not just the Wiktesoam workers with whom Dy
Munk and his eofteagrras are dealing, it is everyone who came into

Em—iﬁr@ repeats his santences after o relnfores the
disgnoats, Bhe knows that for the rest of her e, whonever she has
a haalth worry, whensver her childron'get ahe witl ba back hare
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2t the hospitel, wondering whether this time the dust of Wittenoom
ticking away in her lungs is about to exploda into cancer,

The tragedy for Dr Musk and ks colleagues around the world 1s
that in the 20 years of maare they bave been baltling the mesciheli.
ama epidemic, sothing, shaclutely nothing, has beent discovared to
pastpesse the inavitable death, Lot slone ‘care’ the coancer, Only the
toughast of patients survive an long an three or four years; the
average time belween disgnonis snd death i fust nine menthe, The
only real hoan £4 the victims fram those years of research i that, st
Sir Charies Galrdner Hospital at toast, they hava halted soma of the
mars horrific traatments that were found to be not only expensive
and painful, but ineffoctive; Jike removing Jungs by wurgery or
bombarding the pstiest with masaive doses ol radiation, Interteukin
i1, sn snti-cancer ‘wondsr drug’, wan tried for some time with
patiants liks Val Doyle, but {at the Hime of writing) the results have
not boen vary promising. Tha botbom line is thet m cure for mesothe.
Yomu in s tlgen, o7 33 far away, as = cove for any oVher eancer, All
rmodern medicine exn really offar in the painfil and mesey velief of
draining tha chest of the fluid that buildeup, and pain-dulling drugs
to ease the final agony. Trasting mesothelioma victims bn an exareics
i death mansporaent, not dissnse tonivol,

About the only uphest project sfoot at the hospital iz u pilst
program in provids free beta carctens (Vitamin A), also kaown s
retinel, {0 acms 2000 former workare und rwaidents nt Wittenoom. It
io hoped that this will somehow delay tha snsst of cancer, although
sciantists overseas are highly sceptical. But eventhis foken progrom
~ it will coat $118,000 ix fta first year - in threataned by the tightly-
squeezad health dudget. There sre hiundreds of mittons of dollars
being spent arcind the world on the search for & cuxow for ATDE, while
Tow-profile speciatities ilks nstsestos dissase hve tobattis for every
vent.

But it fo » criais that seoner or Jater mil nave to be addragsed by
govarament if this great teaching houpital, with ita 700 beda and ita
$110 millon annual budget, Is not to be avarwhelmad by the man-
made epidemic of Wittenoom. ‘The cost of treating esch mesotheli-
orsk patient - more aecurataly, the cost of maneging his or har daath
~ ks sround $50,000. (Sew factog page.)

I the latest extimutes by the National Healtirand Medical Ro-
search Councl are anywhers near theball park . thay pradict nearly
1000 naw cazes of Wittenoom-cansed masothetloms and lung eancer
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[over the néxt 50 yeary ~ It will be a bill of $50 milttons, Hardly
surprisingly, many peopls in the medical professlon are wondering

| whet CSR’azenteibution will be i this budget-breaking drain on the
: toantry's health nystzm, Whe should pay the bl for thie grentest of

il induatsinl dienstors?

That quéntion has beop sronnd for a fong timae, since 1877 to be
procise, whisis & man named Corniellus Mana decided he waan't going

io sit around and wait for hin mesothetorma {o kil him,
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Death on the
couriroom sfeps

* . imagine the headline: CSR clears consience with $5-aweek
payment o widow.’
« OS8R internal document srguing ageinat compensalion

They met an the dance foeor st thy Dutch Club in Perth and it was
protty much Jove at first tango. Raike was hust 2F and Comeliun
Mane a year gldar, two young Dutch people not Joug off the bost,
starting iife in thelr naw land with lots of hope, bud not much maney.
Corneliua had boan working on & farm, and beck in 1867 you ware
tucky if this sord of kabour brought In £5 & weok, Bo, o budld up &
grubatake for hinmarriage, young Cornetiushaaded off north, whare
an many of hiz tountryman had boasted that there was big mopey to
be mads, In faur monthahe wasback in Parth with hisdewrytoclalm
his bride xod taks her o her naw home — in Wittenoons,

‘I wan bot, 1t was dusty, but E was happy there, I would have boon
oh, | wan 36 happy,’ Reike remsembers, Cornetiua had a tough, dicly
Job in the mill, warking the 1ate shi} thet finiahed at midnight. %
niways used o walt up for hims and we would have soma supper
together, Evemomburone night as ¥ wan nitiing there, Fhesrd thedog
barking, end 1 went sut (o s28 what was wrenyg. There was this
atrangs msn walking up towands the house, an old man with grey
hait, It waso't unti} he calfed out to me that I reslised this was my
hushand, He wan sq covered in the dasd that { didn't recognise him,
even the dog didn't recognise kim.!

But siill, the maney was good, vary good, and Cornslius and Retka
Maas prabably would have stayed st Wittanoom for many yesrs ifit
hadn't been for an odd allargy, i 1659, not kng after her firnt chiltd
waa born, Refke developed & typs of anthms « spinifex fover, the
locals used to calt it. She wae allorgic to the pollen from the spiky
tusaocks of desert gomas, ao allezgic that sha Sniahed up in hospital.
Reiurtantly, Reike and Corvalivs packed up thelr possessions and
moved south o Porth, wheare Cornelive begun & spray painting
buniness, and Reike soitied down to ralaing twe move children.

‘Ha wan abways short of breath, he felt very il hut tha doctorkept

AT
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_.aianaao?.«neﬁm%ﬂe_.?n (Gon't worry ebout {t*. Tt waz now
ﬁmﬁuﬂ&ﬂsg?w&gg snd the legacy of anbon-
{08 dust in his lungs was maturing, Finally, he inefated on an Xeray,

and whed: the resuits came back, % new word snterad the Mass
famity vocahulary: mesothelioma, Cornetius had never keand of
and never suspectad that the dust he was bresthing could kil him,

5%&#&3&%953%??5%8%?#3

woukd he? Hut n the nine yosrs since the Wittencom mins had
tlosed, knowledge was growlng of ihe full axtent of the medical
spidemic now weil and fruly under way. b?eiﬂu HalV's 1874 eover
story in the Hulletin « and a series of reparia by & journalist named
Matt Peacick o0 the ABC's ‘Broadband’ asd ‘This Day Tonight'

%3&«5:1?2&5 st Inat was starting Lo raadise what was going
om. But Cornelive Mans remalned In bliastul Ignorance until he
Bsﬁitgé?ug%magxgq but

Reike, whoby now kad thres young children tugging st her spron
strings, was devastated,

T Ink968, kng after it knew of the sonnection betwesn blua asbes-
tos and the diseass that would sventuaily ill Cornelius Maas, CSR
finally, but reluctantly, grilreved its workers together aftor the lnst
 whift of the week before Chirlsimas, and gave tham nil ths aaek. The
mﬂrﬁtimghas and the mill: it was Wittenoom’s death sen-

tence, and fmasy of the men just grabbed thair Inst pay envelopes,

packed their belonginge and ek,

Yrenieally, i wasn't the dresdful dsnger that furked ta the mins,
or the fear of the enormous damages it might hava to pay to stone for
them, tHat farced CSR ta shu ut it down, It was simpls soonomics. For
moat of te. yenrs it had been operating, Wittenoom wae a holas s
CSR's balages sheet. Foa_ugowﬁnaem:&mﬁoﬁfv oy 2
dividend, and that was n paltry $364,200, By 1068, the miners wers
chasing s everdiminia ahing thraad of asheston deeyp inte thoss red
ﬁi&.?gnﬁéaguﬂnszﬁzwtmﬁmgﬁég
to rolocatetha mina ek a new deporit nsarby, and gnother $1 miltion
to upgrads the town. It wae money CSR's 1&3%5.
continant indydoey, didn’t want to apend,

Right to the'end, all those promises of fancy aew machinery to
eradicate thedunt mensce never eventusted, Jusi two weeks befare
tha closedown, » man named Gersh Major from e Commonwealth
Haslth Department becams the Inst pavernmenth to inapect,
igﬂ&?g on vonditions &t Wi Bguu»o
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tnternal CSR docenants, ha condersned Snappropriats and innde.
quate sgniprment and duat eontro! procedures, and hed been heard
tos w?»go.ga&wﬁaﬁa%w&!ﬁ atrocious, 'Thers s a
etrong implication that ADA [Australien Blue Asbestos] had been
aegligant’,

And that was exacily what Cornetius Mras thought when ha had
tiraata shaorbthonawaihathe wasadying men, aitheugh, of covrae,
ha know nothing abotst that report; the Wittenoorn Papers wers atitl
siutched tighily to the bosom of tha WA State Covernment bureayc.
racy. Firat, ha travelled to Burope, back to his home town of Loyden
{6 sy & tanrful farowsl to hin rolntiven stdl] living thore. Then he
went to sea a solicitar.

‘Carnsliuns wan & very datarmined man? says Reike, ‘He didatt
want to bludge on the governmant ha thought OS8R should compan.
sats him, henaid they ware criinals andthey should boyande topay
for their evime.' On 24 Juna 1877 Corneliug Mans becama the firat
Wittenoom victim to suethe CSR subsidiary that operatad the mine,
which by now had heen rennmad Midaleo. (Al over the world com-
panies wers acrambling to remove any reforence {o anhestos from
thair names, and 5o Australian Blue Asbeatos Pty, Lid. hiad to go) 1t
was day one of what wan to becoma the grestest seriay of product
Hability Inwsuits in Austentinng lagal history, abattiethat was tolest
11 yours and consume more than $20 million In tzgal coats alons, as
hundreds of Airlous Wittenoom vietims pursued cne of Australin’s
largeat publie companies throngh the ecrridore of conrts acroas the
sounicy, seeking fustics for the death and damage of Wittencom,

Inthe CSR boardroom in Sydney’s busy O'Connel] Street, the writ
eetoff the fire alarms, and s damaga-contrel taamofsonior managers
was st snce diapatehed geroas the continent by jot to assean tha dan-
ger and plot defence stratagien, In fact, the company hed boon aware
for soma e of the time bomsh sitting under ita balance sheet. Inthe
yoaru sines the mine had closed, tha toll of Wittenoors victkme hed
heen moynting. The State Government fowurance Offics ~ which
rangthe Wentern Austyalis's workers’ compenssation schems, ae wall
#s having been CSR’s liability insured stthe mins«had heen deluged
with il from tha Wittensom workers, those rasping wrecks', as
ons SGIO maneger reforred to them, By 1978 it had more ciatmy
from Wittanoom thaa from all the State's other mings put together:
175 men suffering from sabestosis, cancer and mesothelioma, 11
caszs of which by now had come o Ught. The Wittenoom death toli

R ————_d
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r&gzn&&ﬁ. snd the SGI0 was sending out $16,000 »

' month in compennation cheques to the survivors, If it was slarmed

enough whea it estimated $he evontusl toll at 300, what wotdd tés
reaction be'x decads Jatar when it dlscovered the flnat Agisre would
be 2000 men tondemped t4 death and disabling {iiness from this one

) workplacs? -

CSf's thinking at this time of corporats per) has becoma clour
thanks to s fournatist named Michast Gilt, who In 1958 was working
on a networked Lelevinion finance progeam, Rusiness Sunday, From
the back o{ ¥ fest-moving truck, which ix 2l he Is propared o say
ebout hiz sources, came & pile of docastments & fobd fhick that he used
#a the besis fir s devastating documentary, Thess documents show
that in 1877, whon Cornelius Mass filed the flwt writ agatnm the
sompany, CHR éould have chosen to quistly settia tha cisimwand the
%m%ﬁnwg&mggqmag:@qggséa
g??«ﬂﬁ»#nggza?gmggﬁanﬁgg
anather bonws; the company could have avcided the damaging pub-
Yicity of & aaun of show trials, and fulfiiied what some of 128 imace-
ﬁﬂ%gg%gwRE&mﬁgsggn%
Wittenoom, -

ﬁ.gg&?igmi CER managers were sitting
down withthe BOTO i Perth arguing that My Maas, and the victions
whe would foliow hins, should receive campensation.

“Wa stabed & beliof that sarfy settlorrent woutd ba deatrable for both
SGI0 and GSR’ sald & minuta of that mesting, ‘CYR heliaves thera is &
warsd obligation for somsesne Lo pay My Mass & reascrable sums aa soon
8 posbible, 4o bafors b dtins - hin sctctor belleves thi bn coly six
montbe awiy.}
fike the Ewggonogm&.‘m.gg;gggﬁ

mnmwngosﬁ were kees £ minimise the amaunt it would pay. A
wirategy paper that wend {2 the comspany’s mﬁﬁ.& manager later

that year said:
o1 think we bave, and will ontiune ta have, a8 chiipation {meoved or
Tmaritarias, only sdntumadly Anansul) to Knd ogp who was burt, and
whethot wie van help. Wa can'’d juat farn cur bec o tha altuation .,
%nﬁ%g payments in Westarn Aua !6-!:88?
oy, Hars we somse kind qﬁggggggs%a&g
eompansiation? {fwa potaucha casets tha WA suthdrition, thay would ask
it wa, too, wers preparod s contribute. Our  gouid quite: property
vodi..tctﬂ—r:s@mn suppismantary way, add withio Umits ,,, to
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B0 20 woild expoes us ta & thak; we oould b socused of scknawledging

aulpability and sbligation. But we ahould soest that risk, | think™!

Yesrsiater, that dociment wan cnescthed by the next generation
of CSR top brass and sant 1o the companys lawyers with this
handwritten comument scrawled in the margin: “This fa an axcellent
analysis — pity bot sore of his vaggestions were taken up.’ Bocause,
of cossras, CSR finally thosa the low road of itlgation. For the follow.
ing decada it would apend millicay Sighting the Witteavon victima
through the courts, angyily denying that it knew of the dangers of
Wittenoom, clalming that it had done everything it rexsonably eould
to minimise the dangers of that deadly duat, denylng shove alf that
it had been tegligent in any way, shapeorform, ‘Golngback overthe
hdstory, I hava found that the picture fa completaly differsnt from
whatite popuisr presy haslod pooplede axpect.'one ofths hugeteam
of lawyers hired by CSR wan ta way It an Intarview, 7t hus been
cinimed soofian that thecompany was goneralty rapacious, snd tieed
workare as cannon-Jodder ... I am afraid the real story v only golng
to come out En court,” How right he was, though not quite in the way
ba sxpectad, /

On € July 1877, Jess than & month after hie Issued his writ, Cor
natius Mase saved averyuns agrest danl ofbrouble. Hedied, aged just
£1. He hads’t Hiad oven the six monthy’ §ifs in him that his Jawyer
expected « anly 10 days, in fact. Reike wan lef a young widow with
thres small children, and a fow days wfter the funernl she got this
Tettar fram the SGIO: ‘It was noted with sincers regret that your
busband passad sway on 4 July, and on behalfof the BQT0 I extand
my aysmpathy to you on your sad loss. Dus totha death of Mr Mazs,
It will be necessary to terminate the forinightly compensation
chequas ..." To CSR, tha asmse bursaucrst wrote with evident relle!
that the death of Mr Maas meant that”,,. the petentisl common law
ciatm would seem Lo havs been resalved’, Mra Mana was Joft with
raising her family on her own,

The presmures tu CSR fo forget all this nossense about corporets
moral obligation, 50 the Gill pupers reverl, was coming from two
directlons. Tha 8GTO wan chvicusty in & bue funk about the paten-
Hal encrmone workers' comperastion alooe, At theseenrly moatings
a docada age, it askimated that £f, on top of this, common law claime
wors successfisl, the bill would sud up anywhpre from $18 to $30
milifen, For thons canes after 1850 (thal wen when the SO0 poyer
for the Wittenoom workars, which had previousty beea Humhted to

AP e . phpmp——
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¢ i office would be responaible, Little wonder ft urged CSF ‘not 1o be

generous’ iis any help it offered to Mr Mass's widow, The insurars
wore opposed oven to a plan by CSR to use social workers to conduct

! uguﬁ_&w&&a gg»?ﬁooﬁ&&an.. Theydid notlike the
. idea ... 1t would be Ik stirring with a big spoon. 1t weuld getknown,

It would sncourage more claims, 1 would be misrepressnted by ths

_ preas. if GSR bolped anyone, the SGIO said, you could basagine the

hoadlines; (2R CLYARD CONSCTENCE WITH $5-A-WREX FAYIENT 70 WIDOW

; and CROCODTR TRARN FROM B0 COMPANT, Baid the memo.

Tho obher preanare group was the legal profession, which soms
would say had & vested intarest in = Jong, deawn-out fight in conrt.
lafact,avertheysars, thabarristars CER andthe SQT0 hired to fight
itacase ware to make & great denf more monay out of Wittanoom than
sny of thy victims. CSR's gwn lawyers in the West wore the long.
entablishad firm of Robinson Cox, one of the largest In Perth, Right
from ho start, It was mdvising that sven if CSR did chooss fo fight,

-+ 1 foightastwin in the end. ‘Mr Harvey {a CSR axecutiva) sugpested

that wa ‘explore & defence sgainat the chargs of nagligonce, 1t 1s
understoosd that, tn Robinaon Cox's view, we could not sustain that
dafencs,’ ways a file nots from Jater in 1977, 80 CSR decided to got
second ewEeP from ancther eminent firm of lawyers, Freehilt, Hol.
tingdale and Pags, in Sydney. This is the eascnce of its advice, ju n
lntter dated the following Februsry;
.E#igﬁénif.gmgé?il
morsl knd humanitarian Foslings which are very evident in your papers,
we dsm of tha view that there are subuiantisf Iogs) barriery o be crestoms
by the cialmant. Thwrefors, In corporste best Entarests, iy movs outeide
Fogggs-géuf;&ég%.
Han, and In the light of far-reeching consequences ... Tha philesophy of
?ggi_ﬁﬁ%*sgigiig,
tarlan chligutions towards sdployees is recognieed. Neverthaloss, in ihe
intarcaty of tha yrovp e & whalw, Lhees Estincte fiuet be tarbed untit the
sltuation becomse clokrer, even i, in the msean SO DX-SDioyoos
sndioh dspandants suler some datrigant’ |
gégsgggsiﬁg strategy to
defest the Wittsnoom victims, and at Gret it wan mighty wuccessful,
thanks to the snvege speod with which meusthntioms dispaiches ity
victivhe. Half of them sre desd within nins &, ropamber, end
in the context af the lumbering Austrilian legp! systam that is just
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the blink of an aye. I takes on average shout two yeary {0 just get a
casa bofore the cruntry'e crowded Suprems Courts, As the years
want by, victioy after victim trylng to axtract justice from CSR diad,
slmont Litarslly, on the stepu of the conrt, The company, quitesimply,
had too much to lose by giving up without & fight, snd it was now
ceming o terms with the drsadful secret it had protectad slf thoss
years: .

‘Prom dincusalons with Johss Manvilts In Canads, and leter with
Cupe Axbeston, we wora always sware of some danger from fnhalstion of
wabealos dust or Bbre, Initiatly, we underwtood this to be aimfar fo
Ktioats, bl tuter (we} bexrd of asbestonls ansd other yelatad diseunes;
sayx the most damning Bota on thoss covapany fAles.

Thate must be something about the Dutch, becanse the next Wit-
tenoam victim to dare {o take on the mighty CSR alac had & Dutch
connettion. Joan Jocaian was her name, & Perth woman whe mer
ried fnto w Duich amigrant family, In 1879, when she waas 81, she

becaine the sdcond person to take her ease to court, Her coursgens

fight for jualice captured the fmaginstion of the Weat, and hor
memorisl in the little toitage that bears a plagque inscribed with her
name, the Josza Jocsten Contre, the hesdquarters of the Ashestos
Piseases Society,

Liks Cornelius Maas, Rert Jocaten had miprated from Holland
just befors Christmas in 1948, Like Cornolius, he met his bnidant a
perty, a pienic actunlly, and went north 2o Wittenoom Lo make soms
fast munay (or & wtart $o married lifs, I $850 ha returned to Pesth,
marriod, and took }is Hlushing bride baek to Wittencom. Dert was
working as the foreman in the asbestos bagying mill, and youmg Jonn
1anded ajob as comprny secretary, woriing from the tio office acvor
the road fiom the mitl In the thren years they lived and worked in
Wittanoom, both ware sxpossd to heavy concentrationn of the deadly
dust, Bert warked sl} day in the blinding clouds of it In tha mill,
and the duat blew acrons the read to Joan’s office, whave it hung in
tha sir and dangled in skeins From the fiywirs windows. It was
shockingly dusty, anyone cotihd sen that, Butihey told usit wasclean
duat—you coulidn't get ailiconia Frons i, We had tever board of anbas-
tasls, af course.’

The Joostens returned to Porth in 1955 when thelr Srst child way
due ~they dlda’t trust the pricnitive medicsl facititios nt Wittencom
w anvd it was 28 years bafore they realizad they ware in troubls. Joan
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was hanging out the washing 'when she felt s sudden gain in har

“chest. Her husband insisted she go along to & clinie for o chest Xoray.

ggghﬂp theresulisback, they didn't ait hardown and give her
acupofisaor anything, they just aaid “it's mesotheliona®, Sho kanow
it wae & dosth sentones ... she went wandering put inty the street,
cryiog, Ehe nearly got hit by 4 car ... sho wax'in o tarritde stats’

Whenehe recovered from the shock, Joan Joosten decided ta Aght
- the disdaine, and the company that had expesed her to the killer
duat, Bhis had heen given only six months to live, but she survived for
nearly threo years, As hor weight shrank from 32 sfons (76 kifo.
gramu)ta aakelatal five stone (32,6 kitograms), Joan Joosten battled
CSR with an extraordinary detsrmination, Her hushand sold hia
tunch supply business to inance the litigetioh snd stay by et slde.
By 1976, she had bosten al} the modical odds aud became the first of
Mo Wittonoom victims to live Jang encuph 1o actuslly have her day

court.’

“They fought us all the way— they foughtua with money, and they
fousght us with Yies. CSR spent $60,0000n that eane .. we didn’t have
anything like that. And all those docwments that the Mines Depart-
ment had hiddan ... if thay had bean availahle i might havs been a
diffarent result,’ Bort Jooaten seld. Bart and Jaar ant fn the Buproma
Court 5€the end of the trial and heard the judge, Justics Waitace,
intone: T.do not condemn ne negligence that which, in my opinien,
wes & sad misadventure.” He threw out ithe cass, Bert Joosten sat
theve stunned: T was shocked, § falt fike screaming out “you are
wrong, you are wrang”. But instead wa decided to appeal. The law-
yors were sure wa had & pretty good chance.’

OF coures, Jastics Wetlace could have had no ides of the incrimi.
nating oontants of that horde of documents, the Wittenoom Papers,
which were not to smerge until many years later, But, aven with the
avidenca tiyat was available then in that scrappy little cass (by the
standards of the maxi-trisls thel were to coms), many Jawysrs
believed the indge was wreng, and that Joan Jpesten shonid appeal.
Thiv she did, snd the sppeal was Hated {0 he heard 1o tha WA
Suprema Court at 131n the forencon of 10 Margh 1580, By now Joan
Jocaten's wnffering hed becoms wo acuts she Bad been adimitied to
hozpltal, Jnat a couple of hours before tha appest judges wers to hear
her cuse, she dind, Perth had another wihiowed, 2nd CSR had saved
itaelf tho exponne and the risk of another ttial. Her ashes wore
scatteved nnder » pakm tres overtooking G Mount in & pearby
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aattonal park where Joan Joosten had loved to g6 buahwalking. In
the yaars (o tome, no fower than thres of the four women whe
Iabaured over the iedgess tn that Althy Hitle tin shack nearthamine
wauld din of mexathatiomwm.,

As for Beri Joosten, on top of losing his wife, the Hitigation hadlet
him just abeut broke, and with & Leenage sost to look after, T was s
pauper ... ] hsd Lo borrow right, lef snd centre, he remambers, One
day, he went {o the Jacturs hall at the University of Weatern Aust.
ralia whera CSR's gensral managar of the day was due to give an
address o Living in the year 2000°, ARer ho and aczne of the other
Wittenoom virtins threatened to diarupt proceedings, the CSRaxes-
utive agreed to meet them leter, Ho told me, “Lock, {f you ever want
any help, contact mea sivd It do what I can®, Soms Emalater I was
hoping CSR might lend ma some money t5 help me get back ints
Pastoens, and 1 88 write. He tever yven buthered to reply o my
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fora E gi%wé?u&&ﬁgizfisg
t&wuﬂuamzxn»w%g golf coursa. The trust haa became an
o&o&&nﬁugﬁmmoiﬁaﬁoiﬁ.%? o jeined the
Asbestos Disensey Socloty ~ havdly surprisingly, in view of the pom-
ments of sne of its krustess & faw years ago, -

‘The trustee was A man named Joe fsharwood, & unfon taan by fect,
compensition officer of the Austratian Workery' Union In WA, Inan
sxireordinpry interview with Parth.bused frectasics Journalist Jan
Maymen, he said that (he trod's bandouts of about $1000 & thime
were ‘Dot bad when you're deatitots’, He then went on o snnouoce
that the uitlon was tict going to help any of the victima: 1 anyone i
g%&ﬂﬁmgﬁgs.gaa%r pthetsd thay have
gt another think coming.” And to questicns abous victima who had
beens refised assistance, he sald this; The Wittanooms peoplacome in

” | woﬁigagmgggvnggggﬁgfﬁg We
i

fettor, That's the sort of peaple they ave ... they just fob you off, they
don't give & hoot for the people of Wittenoon,’
T'welra long ysars later, John Gordon (from the Wittsnoom vio. )

av0 & tdaponsibility to usa the trust's money wisely.?
nngk,?g%igﬁ?g»gg-a&z?f?
cordinginits necratary/manager, the Parth scconntant Pater Forbes,

. it had lavested arcund $700,000 of its endowment. Mr Porbes

Hins' loga} firv of Siater and Gordon) was stlf waiting to pieater the
hesdline J00qve WHOWER WiNE DAMAGIN on his offise wall, Bewt
Jocaten by now had devoloped plouraf thickening, often the forsrun.
ner of gsbastosls, snd was having trouble sleeping, The company,
more than 10 years aRer his wifo's death, offered Bert $78,600. Hy
knoeked that back, He wants ondy $72,000, just compensntion for tha

appeared particularly Yiensed that I had taads a $200,000 Xilling
on tha stack exchange. He was not at ali perturbed at eriticiam from
Robert Vojakovic acd sther members of the Wittenosm survivors’
society,; and thelr beliefl that the moeney should be given io the

victime, “They have & differest approach. They are one of the most

,“ . wnoossafal bbby graupe in Weatern Anatralin, Rolrect haa beent yell-
m g&.% w A0d zow the pendulur has swung,’ said Mr

threa yaars he had 1o take off work, and the $12,000 i cost them o
fight tha ease, Bul he demends interest on i, and that works cut to
zearly $200,000. 1 axn not Jooking for # Bandout, 1 just want eom.
penastion for the loe T suffered,’ says Bert Joosten, More than 80

But it vous a differsnt story a few yesys back. The third vicim to

m m . e C8R; but deapalr of sver receiving adequats conspensation, was

yearn sfver the mineciosed, be was just one 64200 Wiitenoom viettms
otilf waiting {n vain,

Az for CSR, bruathing & sigh of relief, the cxnpany set about repain
ing Ha public hwsage by setablishiog a trost fand to baip the Wit-
tenoasm victime, The amovnt it thought as sppropriate endowmant?
Tiuee milllon dollars, just $1500 u hend for the 2000 people who
wiuld dia because of [ta pegligance, It in hurd to guavge bow effective

Qscar Peneita, another of thoss fite young hen from Haly wheas
Jungs, so He balieved, hiad boon erippled by the blue dust, of Wit
tenoom. His took fegal action fn the sutumn of 1984, but his case
never procéuded bacanss of noote Fuspect legyl advice. Thea came
Ripo Padroitf, another mascthalloma viciim, By oow, the Western
&:uﬂﬁm&ni%waf%fa that there way an
urgeney. sbaus these Wittanoom cates, and 4 fde court was (o

 convens ta hear Rino Pedrotti's testimony in Bospital, sn the morn-

the Wittsuoom Trust has boon, becauns dotails of fts income and
exponditure see kept secvet, even frons the victlasg. Only about 200
people are bellaved to have receivad sny benefitat alf, and than it was

sickalyand dizoes—a few dolinrstorepatr s roct, snlntereat-freetosn

ingof10 Pebruary 1988, A few misuies aRarwifiaight, Rine Pedrotti
died. Thelogal strategy was working like a drepum, from CHR's point
&&3 o
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And iIn all probabillty, it would harecontinued towork i1 hadn't
boen for Rebart Veiskuvie, the Crostian miner who had gons Yo work
21 Wittanoom, During the way, his fumily had baan split up and
displaosd, ki hs had been trying to emigrsie to make s fresh start
is iife. He applied to avery tountry ha could think off America,
Canada, Argenting, sren South Afriea. Evaryone rejected him, until
in 1965 the Australians said okay, and fust past his 21 st birthday
Rubert Vejakovie found himself stepping oft' & ship al Premantle
harbour, He began hunting for work, and & tougple of meenthis lator
wme eronies from the Croatian Club tipped him off that thero wes
goad monay to be made up north et Wittenoom, Vejakovie went down
to the company's offices an 8t George'y Terrace and wassigueiupen
the spot.

That Christzies Bye, when he had boen st Wittenoom for Just
three monthe « Heing with the sther stagls man on Death Row, and
working on the back-breaking grizaly ~ Vofakavic stood watching
some of the workers whiling the thme awny with & game of cardn, Jt
was poier, ad4d sitheugh e hind naeae played in s Yife, Volakovia
waked to be dealt in, That geme guite probubly saved his life,

They pisyed slinight, and Vojakovic had s dream run of huck, By
the morning ke was 2400 in front, a great pile of groasy pound notes
sitting on tie table {n front of hizn, more money than b hind reen o
hialifs. He took his mates for lanch in the pod, packed hisswag, and
heibed the airtine pilot with £30 ta smuggle him ont to thaflight south
to Perth that very day, Bodert Vojakovic turnsd his back on Wit
tanoom, Hla mater tvened 0l 10 o Tesers in weore ways then one:
todsy; moat of them sre dead from the dust.

Back in Parth, Rubert Voiakovie took up taxi dyiving, wnd studied
for an scovuntancy degres. He thought little about his threemonth
adyantnrg st Wiktanoom until nearky 20 yeses Iatsr whins he read in
the Parth pewspapers of, firet, the Meas case, nnd then tha tragle
denth of Joun Joosten. In 1678, w littls self-help group of foriner
Wittenoorn warkers, the Ashestos DissaseBaclety, had boen foundad
=4 A social natwork, and 2o glee what help 4 conld 4o peapha in their
long, loslug strugyte agalnet C3R, Four yeare jater, Vojakovic tock
over &3 president of the ADS, and things begun to move,

Thesocloty, which oparates from that litilabungulownemed after
Jasn Joosten, now haswroued L5008 familles on g bocks, Rvery texd
driver knows the place. Yott can hardly miss it, becaass of the huge
bliack and white fag emshinsonad with a skull snd cvessbones thai

.. wpits of being sutgurmed by the onormus
© tothrowintdthelitigation inspitacfalithe]
"1 (and theds were many and formidable), Robert Volakovic end hia

———— -l

' ﬂgﬂm%ggggwq
aﬂguw&am#?gwi Tha fiag flies at half-taaxt when one

. "ol the mexnbers of the ADS dies; that ix most deya, Thae death toll
1 from Wittenvom st the time of writing was approaching 500, 100 of

them from mesathellome alons, .
The soclety Is well-known it Parth, respected as a highly vocal,

: extramely elfective argunisation, although Vojakovie has gained the

repulnticn of being » touch parancid mmong the joureliste ke
bedgers o.aggﬁw to run Witlonnois slories, §¥ that's irue, ke has
every reason to be: sluce he tock over the society, there has bees an

i sxtyaordinary dirty tricks campaign run against it and fes members,

‘There havs boan burgiariex (Rine Padroiti’'s house was broken inte
the day of his funeral), docoments have beenistolen, and there have

gaﬂ%%ﬁ%agb?ﬂ%%aaaatg
. Assiled by private dotactives, snd Yhars wan svan At smesing extor.

tlon atiompl: someona delivered (o the Perith Daily News a tape-
racording threstaning to sasnssinata the entire Westery Ausfralian
{abinat Em&u each Wittencom victim was paid $3 million. The

T . tfngerolmispicion, of eourss, was pointed at Robert Vojakowis, and
i1 the polica raided the socety’s office and the homes of soma of its

committen'membors, No ons was ever charged, snd this book mekes
an suggention that CSR wes in any way involved.

1o apite of this harasament, the organisation has achisved some
sxtraordinary success by its persisiant lobbylng. 1t was the ADS,
remembey, that none oo snbily parsusded & Premier to have his

i bursaucratayleld npihe secrats of the Wittenoom Papers; it was ihe
¢ ADS that pressured the governmant o change the law o allow the

victinda toawe long aftar the bogal cut-Off tima for s writ, which{under
the Statute of Limitations Act) was six years after tha dale the
gt%mﬁﬁ.ﬁ#ﬁ.?bﬂm%ﬁﬁ%gg the
Wentarm Austrailan government the money — sventuslly more fhan
$1 am__uui@n«icﬂmgﬁu&&?.gazwmmrwgm,. :uosa

i ehosen balfleground: the cousts,

Becaizs in apits of that Jodgzment in fhe ._wsu Jooatsn case, in
TSR was abont
shataclenfosnciesa

ggﬁﬁgmgsgggﬁg&% They knew that,
wenelamw, QL eould be done. Thay had beas w ng what wan going
Ssgﬁagmuﬁndw?ig e great sasheeton
Savabwzoem nt bay, with its victiven tearing'st ita throat,




The
conspiracy
‘A cover-tip grecier than onything Richard Nison could Aave

dreamad of.!
= US sttorney Ronald Motley

They're coming back.’ The official stands at the door of Court 408,
ealling out Lo the little huddle of people sitting on benches fu the
spartan lobby of the Middlssex County Court, The lawyers gatherup
their papers and hurry ipside 1o take their placas at the long bar
table. Judge Thomas Manion arrives {0 preside. Prancls Komends
takes her hushand’s hand, ‘Tt woni't be feng now, honay,’ she says.
This is it: the moment George Xomenda has been waiting for
through ali thoss yeara of paln, A plassant, grandfatherly man-he's

sow 87 ~with 4 Noo Jeiney drawl, Georgs Komendn worked msostof  ~

iz life at & nearhy factory owned by the Flintkots Corporation,
making the sheots of sxbestos siding that cost 80 many of the Little
tot housen round about and the asbestos shingler on their roofs,
Twenty-five years ke was thers, just sn ordinary working Joe, until
eancer forced him to retire.

This iz not mesatheliona or cancer of the funys, the disenses you
might expect from helf a working lifstime hreathing asbertos duat:
what Mr Komewda had was cancer of the bawal, the lerge intastine
ta ba precise, He first coniracted it move than 30 yerrs ago and was
whippad inta hospital whare surgecns removed saven feet of his
innards, and gave Georgeonly iveyears tolive. Hebeat the odda, but
at the rost of two more bouts of mubor surgery: o 1970 they removed
pome raore ofhiuvolon, and than, in 1054, they hadtacutsut tharest.
They gave George Kowsenda sn ileostovny, an opsrstion in which &
hote bs sut through the abdamen  for the rest of his life he will have
{o defacats through  tube inte s smail bag,

The Hoks betwean sabestos and cancar have bean known for mors
than 50 yaars, but George Komenda'sis samathing of a test case:only
cuce before has & court i the United States been nufficlently cone
vineod of tha conpection with this particularfype of cancar to award
dexangen to a victi, And thisis the anty issus the fury hasio decide.
This in 1938, and ths asbestos industry no longer even bothors to run
what s knawn s the ‘state of iha avt’ defence, to vy nnd provs it

#
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* yors aiill hava a formidable tark ahead of them, They have spent »
. week parsding spideminiogical studien bafore the hiry, and produs.

Ing medieal experts to teatify that yes, as weil as sverything elss,
asbexton caunes colon cancer. Plintkots, and thres other asbestos
supply companten in the dock alongside it, have spent & week trying
toahott down the arguaments, Now ia the moment of decision,

In thiey file uix good women axd truw, all aged sround 30, &l bit
onawhite, the sort of people you would expect ta be tesching primary
school or pumping compoter buttons down at City Hall. Mr Kom-
snda’s Iawyors sve hopeful: juries {n workdng-clase Naw Jersey are
symgpathetic to plaintiffe, In fact, ona %§%§z38§~ mut-
tovs fater that they regard their job as the'redistribution of wealth,
rathier than the ssarch for the truth, He has resson to be bitter.

Madnm foreindy,’ askathe clark of the conrt with & flourish, 'isthe
plaintiff, George Komenda, suffering from a disasse caused by hia
erpoaure o ssbeston? ‘Yes,' says madam forelady, How should tha
damiages be apportioned hetwoen Fliotkote snd the other defen.
dunta? And thes— the bigonelast~ how much should the Komeadus
gat2°4220,000 o Mr Komends, $80,000 o his wife.The judge thanks
the jurdts, and Gearge end Francis semile at each ather. Maybe now
iheyean afford totake thatlittie vacationin Avstralin, Than they gel
the bxd news: becauss it & such an kmportant precedeat, tho com-
ﬁn&ﬁuﬁ%?nﬁ&& . {tcould be yonrsheforn they seo s cent
of that $300,000.

Axthe Komendes' cass comes {0 an #nd, ancther te starting up
pektdoor, in Court 407, Ashestoalitigation is sacommon apart of the
calender at the Middiessx County Court in frorty New Brunawick as
the muggings and drugginge being dealt with downstairs, Just 16
yesrs afier that Western Auvateatian court fhrew out Joan Joosten's
case, hundreds of ssbeaton yuits are belng fought « wnd won - in
saurts acrons the Unlted States, and more than 20,000 cases have
hoets éettled st of court, Damages awearda’have been setronsmical;
the highent so far, $75 million punitive ia one cass whars
conspiracy was proved betweon twoof the cgintey's bippest asbastos
manafacturers (o conceal tha dangers of the desdiy dust, Even this
does not satisfy tha attorney, a Mr Thomay Crumpler, of Wilming-
ton, Delaware. He puis in an sppesrsnce .ot the annkial ashestos
litigaiars' conference in Monterey wearing » T-shirt on which i
emblsadned $75 MTLZON I8 RY RROUGH. )

Asbeston litigation hes become a tegat Indusiry in the Uniiad
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States that has sven spavwned ita own monthly newsletiore < not one
but two, circuiating to thoussnds of attorneys from Now York ta New
Mexico. 1t is the greatest avalanchs of toxle tort litigation In hintory
« Hitigation that haa strendy sent more than 20 sorporations inlo
bankrupicy, and is threatening even the cornerstons of the workd’s
insurance industyy, 1doyda of London, The eveninal global payout
will ba niore than $18 billian, Isrger than the gross nationa] product
of many of the smailer countries in the United Natons.

Panl Brodsur has been following this extraordinary sags for more
than 20 yenrs. Hoin aq eward-winning journaiiot for the New Yorker
magazine, currently lecturing at the Universily of California, and
tha author of three books on the asbestos industry whose titles give
you m clute ea to his viewpoint: Magic Mineral, Expendable Americans
and, bis 1atest, Outrageots Misconduct ~ The Asbestos Industry On
Trial. According to Brodeur, US courts had begun making Jandmark
awnrds Lo asheston victims many yaars beforo Cornelivs Maas sued
and died, and Joan Joostan sued and Joat Down Under in Austraiia,

Wa know that as far back as 1920, the US ssbestos industry,

notably the giant Johns Manville Corporation, had begua quietly
sotiling enses out of sourt, » clese indication that they kuew of the
dangers of xebeates, and knew that they could Jose If n negligencs
¢laim ever came befors & jury, But it wasn's until 1861 that an
attorney carae on the scepe with the epergy and the anger to really
take the fight to the Industry, vather than ait back and sccept &
contingency sticeof groastyinadequate and umialiysecrst sottlements,
That man wan Werd Stephenson, the senfor parinerin alawfirnm in
the Enael Texas town of Orange, and & man with groat experience in
industrial accident itigation, Stephenson knewlittle about ssbeston;
he was best-known among his lellow attorneys for creating the Pied
Pipertheoryofliability, winnlug sctss sgaingt an foecresm sompany
for » xmail gir] who wan run over when she ran after & bell-ringing
van. Ha was willing to have 4 g,

In 1581, whan the Wittenoom mine stil] had five years to run,
Stephonson filed hiv first writ on behalf of & man suffuriog from
asbestoals from his exposure to the stuff as an jprulation worker. He
flled = product liability suit, simed not at the employer, who fin most
States of the US is shisided From Lisbility by workans' compenastion
fegisiation, but against the manufacturers of the inwalation, and in
particalar against the Fidbreboard Paper Products Corporation
n?gvﬁnwgugrgﬁwwzaﬁnguﬁg
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oﬁg_haﬁ e defendant s nggaﬁaggn&.ﬁwﬂg
judgment in the U3, s benchmark decision that was to be quotzd in
hundreds of subsequent casen,

ThacasaofBorel v, Fibreboarditivolved an anbestos victimnmned
Clarsnes Borel, who had heard of Stephenson’s reputation in Aghting
For the rights of ashestos victims and walked tuto his ofia in Orangs
one day 101869 looking for help, Borel wan a man of 5%, of Cajun
descant, the father of i children. He had beon working in the asbes.
tos iudustey for more than 30 years, Now his was sick - pale, oma-
cluted, ¢ ggﬁ%%«i&ng%%gmgvf
son fAiled a writ on hinbehalf sgainst Fibroboard and 10 ather asben-
tos companien, daiming damages of §3 millipn, the slart of & case
$hat wonid drag through tha courta for two long years, Tragicaily,
Borel tiever would Live to tants the sweet fruit of victory, In May the
amgnuasu bedridden and by now suffering the terminel agonies
of mespthalioma, ha gave & depesition about his life nn an ashesion
worker, The following month he was dead,

Bui Stéphenson continued Lo puraue his cass through the courts,
asd in 1971 w six yoars before Mr Maas was to sue the Witlenoom
mining company~hewan & landmark judgaeent that would fore the
springboard for the tens of thousands of nsbestos victims who would

 follow. In the US Fifth Clrenlt Court of Appests, Judge John Minor

ruled that the asbesios companies had had ., a duty o war ...
whanever 8 3§§§1§$¥#§&n§}w
39138?&._ whether to axpose himeelfto it', The judgment they
guomsgwaﬂasm&&g& afuryia s lower court, and to carve
in stons the cuipability of the ashestos industry which, he found, had
known of the dangers of the me anagwnnpgsmw&mg
Eﬁuws:»a?g#oi
?%ﬁ%:aﬁﬁ.a&&frﬁaﬁ? PeTIOn
ggg?@??iﬁrgigwwggﬁsi
‘Fhis prindple appiine to tha marufectare of prodacts, se it does to almoat
avery other aren of human endeavour, m.._Enmwl duty to warn of
gggig with thees Shiz duty to warn
axtands o all users or consumary, including the tommon warker in the
shopor in the feld. Whers the Inw haslinposed s daty, eomrts stasd reedy
nggﬂ??wxﬁagﬂa&bﬂﬁagiﬁp?&g
spesk, but the defendants ramnined aitant, The Cavet's fudgement
does no more than hold the defendants Yabls fir the Brsoanble conse
qustios of thaly own insetion. T -
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Fighting that case coat mone then $1 million in lawysry’ fees
alope, Al Clarence Rorel's widow recoived was $32,000. But the
judgment was s precedent that offared hopa to tens of thousands of
asheatos victims slf over the world,

Four yeers later, after fighting protracted legal trench wazfare
through the courts, it was the turn of the mighty Johns Manville
{since ranamed the Maznvills Corporation} to face the lnsh of the law.
A Pedaral Appeal Court held the company liable for damage cmumed
by the msbestos i had mined end milled Lor throaquarters of &
century, The floodgate sflitigation that weuld sverwhelm the indus-
try finelly was thrown open and, in courts across the country,
thousands of writs from workers erippled and kitled by ssbextos
began to pour in, A New York Thmes writer called [t a lawyers’ feed.
ing frenzy’. And remember, this was all huppening years before Joan
Joosten lost hee eaze snd Robert Voiskovic took up the 8ght for the
victlms of Wittenoom. Tha guilty foreknowledge of the asbestos
industry was airexdy on the tabls, The coveraup of the terrible dae.
gers 4o which it had been exposing ite workforcs for yeare was shout
to be axposed. 7

Johns Manvillo havs sngeged in 2 coverup greater than anything
Richard Nixen or anybody associatod with Watergate ever could
have dreamod of.’ Rotiald Motley is obvinusty not s man tomince his
words. This is what he tells juries as he fets hin way sround the
Inited Bistes, producing truckloads of evideucs that the company
was ‘the greatest mass murderer in history’. Btrong language, and it
obvicasly has & strong impact on the jurien, In efght years, Ronald
Motiey's South Carolina law firm, Blatt and Faies, haskandled more
than 3000 ssbestos damuges claims, The firm's fees slone (US law.
yern agerate on & contingency foe sysiam under which if they lozs
they get nothing, and {f they win they get 80 to 40 per cent of the
award) had come to $10 miltion, and Motioy himsalf had become &
miltionaive, It's ehwicualy grest box offics, bt whern's the evidence
for this product Hability Walsrgate?

"The proot that proved 80 compelling - Hke the Wittencom Papers
that wers 1o emerge yoars Iater ~ was o mountain of documents and
testitmony ferveted out by lawyers over the years; tons of svidence
that leave no doudt that the US ashesion indusjry engaged in o
highly organised and well-orchestrated global eonspiracy for 30
years to cansor medical research, to suppress Information shoud
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sabeatos diseans, and to He 1o ita workers ~ and, of course, to Its
millions of conmumery « nbout the dangers Lo which it was exposing
them. R

Tt was anocther Iawyer, a New Jersay sttorney by the names of Karl
Asch, who win'to uneover the most damaging eache of papers, the
‘smoking gun’ of asbestos litigation. It is known ae the Bumner
Simpson file, named after the man who in 1529 had founded the
Raybeston Mashsttan company, one of the Inrgest ssbestos compe.
nies in the US, with factories in Connecticut and Pannsylyanis that
madebrakelninge snd asbestas gloth. Asch had been convinosd that
somewhere hiddan in the bowsly of the industry there must be sotne
hard evidence .. bits of paper ~ that would prove the manufaciurers

+ nud miners had known # tot more sbout the davpare of thair product

than they wets letting on. In ths spring of 1577, he chtainad a sub.
poena and pressntad himpelf at the Raybestoa Manhatian head
office in the Wwn of Trumball for a meeting with Sumnar Simpeon’s
son, William, who hed taken over as president of the company 10
yours sarifer, nftey his father's desth,

i Afer lunch in the corporsis esfeiaria, mms_wanngmwaaa.
- Honed that thare were some documants, ks Tathar'’s ‘persons) pa-

pers', which had been pisced in u carton and stored in 8 yault after
his father’s denth, Would Asch Hie to look a3 them? Would he ever,
The sttomey, sccording to Brodeur, spent thanaxt faw days reading
the file. ‘T realised that | had hit pay &irt, sald Asch. ‘Even & quick
run-through of the papers told me that nelther Johne Manvyitle nor
Raybestos Mankatian ... would ever agein be shis to¢laim with any
validity that they had not known sbout the hazards of ssbestos ...
they ave collectivaly & smoking gun.’ _

‘The documanta show that, as far back as 1929, ths Metropoiitsn
Life Insuranca Company had been comminsionedto survey a sumber
of asbestos planta gwwned by Johns Manville.snd Raybestos, Tiey
found not enly that there wers dangeroualy duat Tovels In the
workplnes, but also that half the workern who had been in the Indus-
iry for more than three years had alveady eped Jung diseass,
When the twe dorporations met to conskder the the minutea
showed that rather than Institute & dean-up-off warn the workers
sbourt the dangers they faced, a decision was mage *... that cur past
policy ofkeeping thiamatier confidentislistobe plwgued ... " Theirus
picture of the apidamic that slready was engulfidy the Industry did
not emerge until many years later, whet that waa published
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by the Unitad States Public Health Sarvice, This was the pattorn of
suppressing information that was to amergs over and over sgain
from the Sumner Simpacs papers. -

it was one thing to try to keep the Hd o information, bus quite
snother to try 1o pervert the course of madical ressarch. But thia is
what Manville quite clearly did 1t happasoed Hie this:

During ths way, tha most imporiant céntre for ressarch into
induatriai cheat disonse was the Saranae Iaboratory in New York,
which was in fact funded by the Asbestos Association, the trads
organisation represanting the industry. In 1043, sxperiments on
white mice at Saranac confirmed what German dactars had discov-
ored soveral years earlier: that ssheatos causes not only asbestosis,
but cancer. The mice exposed to asbeaton duat had su 89 per cent
increase in lung canesr,

Ona would have thought that this Important plees of exparimen.
{at datn--withits cbvious itaplications for the health of every warker
in the industry - immediately would have rung slurm hells through-

aut the sountry, And it might bave, if Manvilis hed not engaged in *

an sxtracrdinary attempt to consor and suppress the paper whan it
was seat 30§t for comment, It warn't until 1951 that thisgrim warn.
{ng Bnally struggled into print in u watered-down form, elght years
aftar the discovery was meade.

The man who haaded the campaipn 4 keap naws of the carcing.
genic dangers of asbestos zecrnt was, krvmically, another lawyer «
Manyills's chief caunssl, Mr Vandiver Brown. In 1650 he made it
parfoctiy pisin why: he told snother medical resenrchar to suppress
» report on cancey among Canedian asbestos workers becauss ‘it
wotld be harmfud to the economic intarexts of his eompany’.

H you want & (aos to put on thin evil conapltacy, Vandiver Brown
is your man. He haunts the archives of the asbastos soverup, &
morafly debauched and stnister figure, the real Prince of Darknoss
of the azory. A tall, handsomae Toxan lawynr, the son of a wenlthy
cotton broker, ho was to all appesrances the spitome of Now York
corporats flaah, with his how tis and dark, deuble-breasted suits, In
fact, the man who served for nesrly 20 years as Manville's chief
eounsal, thelr in-houss fnwyer, was & closot homosaxnial (he wan
sacked when they sventually found out) and an incipient alecholic.
His callotts contempt for the health and safoty of the Manvills
workers was typieal of the attituds of the asheston induniry, And we
now know precissly what ha thought, beesuss some timein 1942.43,

—

THE CONIPIRACY 95

i hemsdethemistnkeofapeaking hismind ta s lawyernamad Chartes
{  TH.Rcemer, who wasthen chalrman of the Industrial Commission in

the town of Patarson, New Jersay.

Roemer had been told by his cousin— an industrin! disease doctor
named Jaceh Roemar ~ that he had found Xoray evidence of fang
damsge amaeng & number of men working st s nearby ashestos
insulation factory. He sought an urgent interview with Johns Masn.
ville, the largest asbestozcorspany inthe 118, to find sut what it know
about the rixk of diseans, snd an appointment was made with
Vandiver Brown. Roemer's swern affidavit takes up the story:

*ws Yandiver Brown stated that dohns Manville’s physical sxamina.

ashesios diseass xrmong workers exposed Lo asheston, and that it wes
Johas Manvitldapolicy not ta do mnything, noriotsl the employses of the
X-ray findings. {He) went an W say that It was foclish Lor us to be
erncarnod, and that if dohns Manville'sworkers ware told they would stop

¢ warking snd fla tiaiou againstJoha Manvilla.,., it wasJohos Menville's
: policy to Jet thetn work untl] they quit becsvsa of ksbentouts, ar disd as a
| roault of snbentos-relntod diseanss.!

. It was Vandiver Brown who promoted the strategy of pushing
State legislatures to pass workers' compensstion laws that affoc.
tvely would shift the burden of corspenasting the infured workers on
totha atate, andthe hopod) shistd the ashesion cempanies fram theiv
obligation underiaw, Az far back 221935, at & meeting of 250 induss.
irintints called to discuss the thrent of industrial disesss litigation,
he u&on@& to the ‘menace of ambulance chasing lawyers, in com.
bination with-unscrupulous doctors’ and said that industey could
best protect itself from Htigation by twisting the armis of the legisla-
tors. b.., the strangest dulwark againat future dissster for industry
is the anactment of properly drawn workers’ compensation laws,’
Vandiver Brown tald those captalneof commarce, They s worda sn
which politiciana should refiect when the perannial issus of'mo-fault’
workors® compensation scherses {5 ralsed, 1
. It was also Vandiver Brown's umnnsoﬂ.bﬂ. growing alarn
among doctiry s0d sciontists - those whom bry could not
muzria« by produding its own ‘atudies’ from indepandent’ srganisa-
tions that, of courae, would ahow that !_vnaoomnu. perfectly sale.
Ovsr the years, many of these fake roports wase disseminated all
gver the world by powsrful international lobby giuaps: the Asbestos
Toternational Association, and ita propagands R, tha Asbentos

tion progfain had, indeed, also prodused flndings of X-ray evidsnce of

Z.ﬂ
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Information Association. Mach of the resssuring rubbish emanatad
from & respectable-scundingerganisation in Piitsburgh, Pentsylea.
nia, talled the Indastrial Hygisne Associgtion, which published vo-
ports, conducted research and organised sonferences for many years,
Sounds pretty fancy, but far from being an indspandent sdantific
orgenisation, it was {(again, in the words of Vandiver Brown)’,,, the
craature of the industry and the one institution on which employsts
can rely completely for & sympethetic appreciation of their view.
EE—» et

Therels s Bnal twist tothe story of thistruly svil man. Many yesns
 luter, when plaintifis’ Iawyars were trying to find out whether

Vandiver BEvown wae atiil aliva, s that thay could ealf him to ac
sount, Manviile had sworn in dapesitions that, alas, ke wes dead, In
fact e wasn't; that was yet anoiher lie. Vandivor Brawn had been
fired in 1951 when the company discovered hix homosexanlity, and
in 1983, then aged 80, he waa living in Scotiand, Uafortunately,
when investigators tracked hin down, }:¢ gave them s rendition of
Toap in the Heart of Texar', and claimed ha covldn’t remembay
whathet ha had sver worked in New York, or anything eles, for that
matter. He had either become sanile, or wes giving o pretty good
irapersenation. This was & considerable dissppointment tothe many
thousands of asbeston victime who wouid havs liked $o sae hins
sxtradited hack (o the Uoited States to stand tris} for morder, Man.
ville, howaver, must have hreathed a deep sigh of rellef st their
rescus from what those mad dog litigators would have done to
dgggﬂgagﬁzgiggsg?«g
wmsowoouug&o?m thoae yoavs n?

O&._%-Q thare is ons ernply seat in the dock of the Middlessx
Caunty Court in New Jarsoy this frosty wintar morning « the seat
reserved for Manville, Why? Why has ‘the greatast mass murdarer
in history’ been reprieved from paying its share of the dsenages due
to old George Komenda?

Manvills was once not fust the fargest aabustos company in the
wortd, but ons of the largest corporations in the United Statestin the

sariy 1 9B0s ita axsets were $2 billion and lt wan rankad 181st onthe

Fortune magnrina's st of Americe’s top 500 companion. It long aince
had moved its hardquarters from the grine New"Yerssy town that
bears ita name to the move salubrious climes of Denver, Colorads,
abandoning Brues Springatsen for John Denver, The company had
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more than 20,000 smployses warking in 50 mines and factsries
scrons the United States and in Canads ~ Big Business, srmong the

biggest thare was,

| Like CSRin Australis, Manville had taken o dectelon early inthe .

wave of litigation $o hit the company in the 1970s that it coutd not
and would not quistly sstils thess cases out of cou urt; the company
would stand and fght, snd the victims could go to Hell, Lagally, it
was relying on what plaintitf’ iawyers in the US eat! the Four Dog
Defence’, the same conrtroom strategy that would be used much
?gwuamw.mwmdo- someathing like this: t

. Yo Euﬁgﬁsgnﬁggmgégﬁw&aﬁ&n augh.
{or to death The fivstline of your defence when they taka you o court
{n that you never cwnad a dog, ot if you did, it wan slwayn kept tied
%p. 1€ you Jose on thia point, you then claim you had no idea the dog
was savags. I you lose that one, you try 4o make out that the child
must have provoked the dog, that it was her fault, The last tine of the

- defenca, ifall elaa faile, is that okey, you did have s dog, it wasn't tied

up, you did know it was dangerous, it did bite the child, but thut her
actual death waa caused by something efse,

. That was tha legal baals of Manville’s defonce, snd it spent mil-
Liona of dollare trying to convines courts from Naw Brunswick to Naw
Mexitothat it had {1 )noides asbestos was dasgerous; (2 in any cass,
it took afl reasonable precau gggfgg%
dust; (3) that if the workers didn't wear the masks provided, it was
theltr wwn fauit ithey got {1 and (4) they didat suffer from asbentos
Mﬂ”az-u .. theenncer was caused hy cigarsite smoking or sotae-
. At first, the strategy sppesrad to be working well, not 55 much
because of the forcm of the legal arguments on prixslod jurles, but
because of the colonsal resounrces Manville waa prepared ta throw
inton vaﬁgaaazarwiﬁggsgﬁ?gg?
vivalof thecompany defiended. The writs ware pousing in frova every

against Menville and 3500 ciainyw had been 5o of court. The
83313?83:;3;# wround half the
100 canes that evantually went to trial, but it & staggering
tout, Manwille’s fegal b had reeched $2 million 53»?2&9
Sﬁggﬁgggﬂzggr-gz og giant atthe
marcy of those heartless victima, pﬁ_

. But, inevitably, sathecompany's %ggsg

comeyr of the eduntey: 38&»?53%53& g
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from the filing cakineis of hiatory, the tde turned. In 1675, after a
three-year Gght through every appeal coort in the sountry, the US
Federal Court of Appeal confirmed the frat judgment aginst Man.
vifie. By 1080, the first million-deliar damages had been awarded -
# jury in Beaumaost, Tazan, gave the widow of an sshostes insulatoy
$3 million. The following year casoe the judgment Manvilie had been
Areading 58 along: the fest sward of punitive dnmages.

The sting of the shitling’ Buglish lnwyara call it. In the UK and
Australia they ars known as exemplary damagen, but they are
essentiaity tha same thing, They ave an extra financial tash, on top
of tha norma) dersages that courts can awarnd, when & company has
stved in anviierly sutrageous munner. Indune 1881, Manyitis stood
in tha dock of the appeal court tohearthejudge condemnit for having
acted with ‘reckless disrepard for human Jife", The judgs confirmed
an ordinary damages award of $1,250,000, and punitive dameges of
$750,000. It was the beginning of the end for Manville.

By than, severst other ashestos ~snd inswranes ~cotspanieahad |

already gane to the well, In'Tyler, Texas, there was juat & vacant lot
wherefor§7 yéars the Pittsburgh Corning Corporation had operated
a factory roaking pabeston insulation for submasines, The company
hind boen forced to pay cut $20 miflion to hundruds of workern theva
who had contrected cancer and other snhestos dixensen, and had
then damolishad the plant Lo obhterate ali trace of ks guilt: tha bulid.
ings were toyn down, Ehe machinery autup mnd buried, Theacorched-
earth policy was to leave no reminder that nasrly a third of the 500
men and wornen who worked there would eventually dis becauss of
ths company's negligencs,
By 1082, it wax Manville's tum to fece the music, With {te Insuse
© aneo compasy backing ous of ite Hability, and writs pouring in at the
rata of 500 » manth, Manvitie called in outside consuitants to xssess
the damege, One jook at theie report, and Manvifle, the 181 st Iargest
company in the United States, filed for bankruptey, The conmiltants
taid Manville thet it could expect eventually to recetve 52,000 writa
from people suffering from asbeston diseass, and that the final pay
sut could be $2 hilfion, the entlve net worth of the company. We are
compietely svarwhelmed by the coat of the asheston henlth 1awsnits
filed against us* said Manville's chalvman, Johy A, MeRinney, The
comrpany find for the protection of Chapter Xl of shis Backruptey A,
which raesnt an husinodiate halt to all legal action sgainat Manvilla,
Dust the Htigation jugparnant rotlod on.
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~  Itisno accident thet New Jarsey hochme the aabestos Utigation

capital of ihe Unitod States, Florida, R ain't Thisis America’sindus-

tria] heartland, to which every noxlous Industry from petrochemi- '

cals 4o steel-making migrated during ths 19th and 20th centlries,
Now it s part of the ‘rust beit’, with the sheletons of abandoned fas-
tories lining the banks of the truck-cloggred New Jorsey Tursapike,
thasmighty 12-daneriver of rubber and ates! that feads ta New York,
an hour tothe north. Many of the factories have long alncs closed, but
their deadly legacy lives on in the stinking swampa of poisonous

m chemicols that foul this blighted tandacape. 1€ you took at the cancer
. atia of the United States, Now Jersey in the capital of just sbout
i every malignancy in the book. 4

8o, it was natural that in the 1030 thix was the pisce that
Manvillo and many other manufacturers come to sot up their asbes-
tos plants. Manville built 8 company town sext to its plant, & huge
complox of bulldings like sircraft hangers on the wreng side of the
rallway lines. 2 recruited ita workers where it could, mainly smong
the undergyound costminers of Peanaylvania, ‘They were offered »
baunty of $25 & head for each of thelr friends they brought Into work
at Mexville, but they hardly needead the incentive. They wouldn't bo
working underground, and the dust they were expesed to wes white

. imateand of blark, They Wnwght 1t was God's G says Jans Cantor,

Mrs Cantor in & partner in a small sutburban law firm called
Garruto, Galax and Canter, which operstey fram o modarn office
block in Fast Brunswick, a fow mifes down the turnpike from the
Middlgsex County Court. It ia & firm that specintises in tosic torts:
people dumeaged by the Dalken Shisid 1UD, by methans) and ether
g?gwwgﬁuﬁcﬁgx&gg&. drsig.

Jane Cantor is an unueunl woman, She dropped ont of colleges to
have four children, went back to study lew, apdon gradustion sesved
her ‘apprenticeship’ s a judge'’s derk. The judge turnsd out tobe a
man named Jack Hoath, who was kmown accand the New Jersey
court syntent as the ‘asheatos fudge’ - he wmost of the big,
benchmark cases, Ten yeurs later, and now in Brivate Jaw practice,
Jane Cantor’s Lifs is still dominated by the ‘tmagle miners!, The

walls, and slrelvan, and filing cabinets —avary ayallable inch ol apace
in har sulte of offices  are Alled with binders énd files, documents
and afiidavits, medical ruports, maps and ph phs, the legacy of
%a.. tough years fighting Manvilia and the ashestos compa-
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Manville's plant in Now Jarsey, 30 the testimony shows, must
kave been one of the dirtieat in the US, More than 5000 men workad
there during its 40.year Hfetime, and now 1000 of them, ene man iy
five, ia expacied to die of Bsbeatoals, mesothelloma and othar eancers,
The men worked in buildings where the dust was so thick you
conidn't recogninse a man 10 feet away; they churnad out asbeatos
products taoging from geakats ta aabeston eloth, pipes and breke
tinings And the tel) ia oot just azang the warkers ofthe plant. Inths
shabby little township nearby, where they used to joke about it
snowing in July, the victims have intdeded women who contracted
cancey from their hushsnds’ dirty overalls, a barber who breathed in
tha dust frops the men’s hair - evenr the Barman who poured their
besr in dead of mescthelioma ‘

Jane Captor's firm Is by oo tesns the larpest in the Wiigsticn
stakes, hut she already has won or settled George Komenda's case
and mors than 700 others ke it. And abe has unsther 700 claimaon
her books, Just keeping track of the paperwork is a nightmare.

When Manvitie flad 1o the protaction of Chapter X1 of the Pasik-
rapiey Act, Inwyers like Jans Cantor ware not prapared {o just give
up and leave thelr clients twisting in the wind. Thoy wens hunting
for ether companien they could sue, companies that supplisd Man-
viile with its raw anbestos, And they found a phena book full: more
than 5D corporations scross the US and in South Afvica, Wales,
Zigbatwrs, Pogland and even the Sevisd {Infon. And i the midds
of that liat was Auatralia’s very own CHR. Jane Cantor hag so fur
named CSR in more than 800 writs. As ahe looks through C3R's
latest sunusl raport, noting approvingly that the comspany has ‘deep
pockets’, she announces her intention 1o proceed for defanit Judg-
ment against CSR. Bt that wiory will bave to wait for » Inter
chaptar,

Jans Centor's cliants are a pitiol procession of the victima of
nsbesios. Many of them have died weiting for justica ~ 30 or 40 from
mesothelicss. Typically, the awards for ssbestoais, mockingty dubbed
‘tha green poultice’ by defence sttomeyy, rangs from $35,000 to
$50,000, but in more zerious cases the aky In the limit The finn
recontly has sattled for $1 million for one victin, and has nogutisted
paymonts for mesothalioras sufferers of $600,000 for one man aged
58, and $7086,000 for aniother sgad 60, If the avarage compensation
paymant ia $100,000, this ons small frm has won $70 million for ite
clients over the yours and sarned itself a hendsoms comminaton,

THE CONBIMRACY 1y

Lawyers are niod genersliy loved in the United Statex You only have
W iook ak the buttens on sals in the newastands on Srondway; 1oneis
BHIT « THERR WUST BE A LAWYER 1N THR HOON says cue; and anothar A
FAWYER 30 A PRROON WHOSE JOR IN LIPS 14 7O PROYECT RIB CLIENTS MrOM

?gnggfgagg??wgomﬁra%r@osg
have anything yon want 1n tha world if you give me your soul,’ Bays

the Devil The lawyer thinks for & while, and replies: ‘What's the '

ealch? No, thay sre not a popular breed, partioularly to the fat eats
of corporsite Americs,

. Thosa "smbulance chasing Iawyers’ shout whom Vandiver Brown
waa complalning have forcod & radical rethink ofthe way the whols
eountry goea ebout its buriness, Gynsecologiats in Manhatien ere
zow faced with annual malpractice insurance premiums of mors
than $100,000, Cur-makers sre sued for bad design, airlines for
evashing, drug companies for not making sure their products ars
tafe. Gu the wilder fringes, & woman has recently won & case againet

| an uafrocked tolevangelist for failing 4o save hey soul, and the Celt

Weapons company is suing the Stata of Californ{s for legisiating to
hian automatic asssult rifies alter & particularly prisly playground
thassacrs.

. Theaxplosion inlitigation inthe US{s one result of the fee systom
on which Jawyers operate. In Australia you haveto yay o run a case,
but UB lawyers work on their ‘contingsncy fee’. In Naw Jarsoy this
m._mau&ww,mais»um per cant ofthe flrat $250,000, 25 per cont of the
next $250,000, and 20 percant of the next $560,000; a milifon doliar
award is worth $2358.000 1o tha tawyers ~ Bt of vovwrss, oot of this
Bioy have (o pay the enormons coaty of all the discovery and depo-
sition napided to prepanethecase. The attorneys eall it giving the poor
tinn the key to the courthouse. 2

Many Jawyery in other States, of course, chagge more then this.
#ad quite & few have become millionaires cut of the ssbestos Hitiga.
tidn. The Rand Corparation, a respecied economic think-tank, enleu.
gg@?&ﬁaa&giﬂ 37 purtent of the P81 mikiionihat
by then had been paid out in compensation by tompaniag
sctuslly had finkshed up I the pockots of the % Nearly two-
thirds had been eaten up by the Jawyars, doctors ..wyme?au oxpart
witnesoes. According o James Varmenlen, a leading sebestos vie-
tims rights campaigner in California, ons New York attorney by the
samsof Leon Bilverman stood {ocollert $2,280,674 of tha nettlement

OTHERS OF I8 PROFERIION. The joka doing the rounds in Maphatian iy -
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1s» negotiatad on behalfof hia clionts. Ttis alicencetostenl, protests

- *
Vermmdes.
But others look at the hnpossibility of ondinary working peopla ;Q Q Q\\Oﬁu mam
raiaing the money to Aght great corporationa for thelr righta. Jane QONQOQ&.
Cantor's firm, for exanple, took the simighty rlak 10 years ago of
takingout a $2 million Joan to get into ashestos litigation. It hax paid

}
T off hiandsomaly sincs, of courss, but If tha firm had lost, 1t might be "What the fuck is going on herel Here's & roomfisl of pesple who are
» fling for Chapter XT bankruptey itself dying, and na one's doing snything about it
: But a deal itke thia« ne win, no pay - is not the way Australian — Wittenoom victivs' Inwyer Peter Gordan
Fiﬁ%?gauéwéﬁo%&nmﬁ . . .
you either have tobe very rich, or very poort rick enough ta match the gﬁmﬂmﬁﬁﬁ»%!ﬁ#u%szgg Calturat Revo- .
millionathe company was puttinginto awarchesttofightitavictims, hoyo, nzﬁ&s&ﬁ%?:&z&uﬁrg.gz&
ar pocr anough, 8o poor thal you have virtually no aasets and cas &K.wnm« ﬁ.wiwsszs%pragaas frofn the bedroam window
qualify for governanent Lagal Ald, Very fow of the Wittenoom survi- Wt ho geuny Melhourma todustrial suburh of Braybrost.
vors fel} into either catogory ~ hundreds of them by the sarly 1980s nwahm,ua.f§x§§389a§nw&ag=%g
were giving up without s ght, convinicod their cause was hopeless, pouring fram & neerby petrachemical plant aad rag the Eaviron-
By 1088, four yoars sier Manvills had fled for benkruptey, CSR mont Pretection Anthority ta complain. When his dad, Jack, & law-
must hava been convinoed that ite strategy was working, Although  ° %&m&%%«ﬂgﬁngwggigawoagwu
M the werldwida conspivacy to cover up the dangers of ssbestos had gmﬂ..:%@:?%ﬂa&%?&% corporation. Hardly surpris-
: now beant satablished beyond & shadow of doubt = and damages Hop by he. Decame s Marxist by tho timeha was in hiatwen.
i awards in the United States wors now rising towsrds the $2 biflion ﬁtg was too much of a rebel ever ta actually join & party.
' mark, with thousands of canes already wettled » CSR had not had » a_.mo“ o&»g&—m.. he'd bad his Hret brush with the laws
glove laid on it in court, Joan Joosten had obligingly died before her ol nsagns.ﬁ &aw.{-%xgﬁ Trish Cathalic, he had been sont t
; appeal could be heard, Oscar Penetta hed pulied out of hia notion o et Callegs ~ o toffy Xavier or Do La Salle, this, but
{ the advies of his lawyers, Cornelins Maas and Rino Pedrotti had died of achuc where kids in the footbalt team used to hide knlvas
befare thelr cases could even be heard The pondsroanrhythms ofthe n their socks to intimidate the oppoaition. That wam't what got hire
* Western Australian coarts could not keap paes with the death-race W.“&waWw%. it was an articla in the school magarine that
;i of mesotheliowss; the public and the govsrnmnnt could not come to wa:wa. ind The Arvaz. The story was a grossly insulting por.
| torms with the snormity of the disexter; the couservative and could Mgﬁaﬁw@a&o&gts&o«.g?gquwa
A clannish legal profession could not find & way to finance retribution s it because the wan wasylt identified by noms.
b againat the company that caused i nfortunately, a mischisvous collasgue placed it usder a picture of
| And then one day bn the apring o 1896, the talsphone rang ln the man, and Peter cama closs {s expulsios,
In apita of this, he managed to work his weythrough an undistin.
1 _ $ittle shopfrons lawyer’s offics in the low-rent westorn Melbourne guishediawdegreost M &vﬁﬁ.g&iﬂw_—x p“““w& mm
{44
Eg&&msgnw.bﬂau%gnaﬁougrgﬂm. blow for the proletariat on the side. Peter b \ Evoosto“rmm«
. 28 & voluniver at the Footacray Legal Sorvice,.s free storefront law
. office tatering for tha battiars of Melbourne’s subsirbs, and
: . he had received & number of complainta it the high-pressurs,

¥ . high-tnterest credit-aelling tactics of the Waltqua department stora
B . avﬁ._m.mwg ho was working at Waltons g s university
bolidays, and decided on & bit of direct action, Ha started atipping

o
Iy I AT
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waming DON'Y 1RUST WALTONE into the Jackats of the LP
ﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁz seiling. His dovwnfall eaio when ope ot hincustomers
tursied out 10 be the aasiatant manager of the stors, Patar Gordon
was out o his ear,

When he finally got his degres, he was an obyious eandidats for
servuitmant by the small Melbourne law firm of Slster and Gordon,
The Gordon was tio relation, he was Hugh Gordon, # lawysr-aviator
who had died during the Second Werld War, The Slater was Bill
Siater, ons of Melbourne's first Lebor Inwyers wha served as Attor-
S%E?nsggggfgig
&@gggbﬂg%s%ggg%
Stalin years,

The Avon fuad been fsunded in the 1950, and apeciaiised 11 yapre-
sooting plaintiffs, especiaily nnionists and peopls with workers’
soimponsation and acsident elaims, Asked whathar it hns any iacys
corporations on jta books, Pater Gurdon wrinkles his forehead and
finally comes up with “I'he Comedy Company', a pepularnetwork TV
%ﬁ.gng&-m"m#.z.r#cnnga.?ﬂ.gu»g?ngmn
a reputation as s tough bargainer. Its lawyers call thomselves the
Tomady, in contrsal with ax oppesition pladntifs fioms called the
Piansers. The Pionesrs are eatly settiary, Nomads never satile, orso
they boast.

Slater 208 Gordon had {ts mmall share of celebrity: Red Ted Hill,
%n%?%u%ggggpgga
apying, was 8 lawyer here; and they represented Clarrie O'Bhea, the
traciways Jaader whoss jailing in the 1960s was & union cause
célédre. Bub in recent years {a firm had run Into trouble, and com-
vonsation elaime, its bread and butter, were drying up because of the
tntrodudtion in Victorin of Workears, & no-fault government fosur-
ance schemo, By 1566, when the parinsrs wers bought sut by & Iaves
yernamed Jonathan Rothfieid, it wasstruggting to mippert itaoffices
in Melbouree, in Morwell, xnd Petar Gordow'spied o terve, ashopfront
nest to the Cockatoo Cafs in dectdedly downtown Foolactay.

Pater Gordon was just 28 and an ambitious young consumor advo-
cate yet o fulfi] his sarly promise of anarchy when he recaived the
telephona call that was to chiange his life, and alter the destinies of
the victims of tha Wittencom mine disaster, [t was in September
1588, and the call was from someons samed Rohert Vojakovic, the
presidant of something calied the Asbeston Diseases Soclety 4000
Kilomatres scvess the Nullabor in Perth,

AT ve——
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~Quickly, Vojakovie ran throngh the Story So Far, moat of which .

was news 1o Peter Gordon, He had soen ths occasions! newspaper
headling, but taken na great interest in the unfolding disastar of

Wittanpom, Robert Vojakovic fold hbm about the failed sttempts at -

litigation that hed begun when Peter Gordon was still at high school;

. hatold it about the plainti®is dying on the suops of the courts: he

Envited him {0 vome L Perth to havs a fock for himself: the victims
were st their wita’ end - eould Slatar sud Gordon help?

T junt couldn’t bellove it” 1t was & month Iater and Pater Cardon
wey walting in that litths house on the outskirts of Perth, the Joan
Joosten Centra, to meet somne of the victima of Wittenoom, Hwas g

. regular monthly meeting of the socioty, mnd thé roam wan packed,
; “Robart pointed cut to me soma of the pespla wha were sittiog tharg,
. *Thatis Mr Burrow”, ke whispered, “ha’s suffering from meactheli-
. ofta .., that man next {0 hir had cancer ... that woman has just foat
- her hushand™. 2 thought 4o myself “what the fck is going on here ...
" here’s s roorfid of people who sre dying, and noone’s doing anylhing

sboutit*” Peter Cordon decided then and thers that tha Srm couldn't

. tum its bock on Wittenosm, Semehow the maney had to be found {o
: take on CSR, Somehow the evidence had to be found to defeat it.

Although be hadn't heard much aboud that Nitle mina in the
desart, Pater Gordon did understand a bit about ssbeatos, and he
certalnlyknew what mesothetionta wes, Twoyearsearfier, s plumber

. who had contrected tha ravaging cancer from his exposure to sabes-

tos joaulation hed bavome his et dient to die. Tt was & profound
ahock, Pater Gordon still Ands it diffcult to harden himsatf for thane

. deathhed videotape depositions, those early.merning telophone

caltsthat mean e haasn sppointment st the cemetery instead ofthe
Bupreme Conrd. i

in 1084, {wo years before Robert Vejakovie's eall for help, Peter
Gordon had achieved soma smadi fegal fame, and passing sttantion
in the media, whou he won the firat mesotheliomh-cass to be fought
b eowrt, 3¢ was the firet time most of the public haf heard the word,

 because until then the sthestos companies had piéferred to quietly

sottle any claima bebing closed doors, James the Bydney-
bazed sabeston manufsctursr, had beon gu%« sansitive about
publicity, fasorting 2ecrecy cisusesin sif itxsettlements; and VieRail,
the Victorlan Goversment railway system whodp notorious biue
traing’ were contaminated with asbestss, likewisp sought to svoid

. alarming the travelling publia.
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But the casa of Haroltd Nimer was differest A man in his sixties,
hohad worked all hislifs for thelargs Mefborrie hardwars company

McPhersona in s varioty of jobs from salesman to floor mansger, joba |

{hat had brought him into only paesing contact with the popular
asbeatos products of the day, the wallbosrd, the Areproof rope. He
had never woriked down a 8ithy mixe or in an asheston mitl, but M
Pitmer had conivacted mesothslionma and knew hemust die, McPher-
acns was not sifering him & settiement he could sccept axd the case
wan listed for tha Suprens Court of Victoria

AWith hindaight, it waa an extraordinarily thin case,’ says David
Ashlsy, QC, whio tosk 011 Mr Pilmer's case, Halooks baek through his
diary, and when he discavers that he only spent 17 hovesin pretrial
coufarences with Hareid Pilmer snd hissolicitore, he Jaughs. A mere
eys-blink compared with the grusliing months snd yeacs akead
David Ashiny was tobotome the second merher ofthe team that tock
on OSSR to ight for the victime of Wittenoom, -

You eould hardly cast an odder couple than David Ashley and Petor
Gordon. Gorden, the broad-rivbed, ruddy-faced ‘Westie® from the
wrong side of the Maribymong River, and Ashisy, the Iean, ele-
ﬁnﬁgggiﬁgﬁwﬁ?g?&.ﬁgo?
docter, honours degree from Melbourns University, pictures of stud
livestock from his epuntry property decorsting the walls of his
nggaﬁggzgagmngggé%%
from the Bupreme Court building in Melbourne. But Ashlsy, inapits
of his pedigree, in also & plaintiffs’ man who nsver ropresents
sorporetions.

1t wan just a2 well the big guns of CIR were not hrought to bear
in the casa of Harold Pilmer. His lawyers’ library of medical liters-
ture was amall, their acosss to top-gun experts limited, their know-
g&%;ﬁéggvugg%g
waren't even sure where the ssbestos that Mr Fibmer liad beens hand-
ting had some from. But, tnexplieably, McPherscns choss to call no
evidencs of thaiz own in the case, They were relying on ane defeats,
the legs! barricada that would dog the asheatos Mitigation down the
wguwigngsaﬁﬁugqg?%%%
fioma when the dissase was not cenclusively linked with asbestos
uantil Dr Wagnor pubilistied the results of his SontirAfrican resesrch
in $960¢ And i it oﬂh&ﬁﬁ#ﬂzgﬁqrﬁ%#rr%

reaponsible for destroying Mr Pilmer's life?

MePhersons could net have bean expected to know sbout taedothe-
liama, they ahoulit have known about ssbestonis, and shout the other

eancers that, i 0as tha legal jargon, were ‘of lke elaas, type, or
§$§§t§£m§§€§§
perhags not as quickly, McPhersons should have protected ita works
% and its failura to do this was negligent - that was what David
phley sought ta cotvinee the court,
. Although it i & tachnieal argument, & wasnt lost on that Su-

cancars that had been Hnked with zsbestos sincs the 19308, Other ..

preme Court jury. They breught back a verdict for Mr Pilmar and he
wae swarded $222,800 « not much for s man's life, jon mighs think,
bist it sat & pracadent that was the first mile on the road for justics
S s}l the Wittenoom victima, The decision was sppeated, but David
Ashlay knew he had won when McPhersons' barrister mrgued before
the judges thet all Mr Pilmer should roceive for hin pain and

- suffaring wes $50,000. ‘T that for the past, Mr Winneke? ssked Jus-

ties Kye drily, The apneal was disminsed and Australia’s fivat as-
bentos liability tost cdsa was in the law books,

1 thaught thet was geing to be the end of it,' says David Ashley
wryly. T thought that now all those asbeatos canes that had been
sround for yearn would be settled. But it wasn't the end, it was just
the beginning’ David Ashisy had Iaunched himself on n project that
would coneuime nearly twa yearn of his Jife, turn him into an exite
from his home and family, and teach him & whole lot move about

1 ssbestonthan anyons should reasonally expect to have to know, Not

& Samboyent r%..fgégggm Motley's
‘greatest mass murderer in history’ line and snys his colleagues
regard him an ‘s bit dull, but prepared to put in the effort to master
svory detall of ths ease’, That technique wan to Toad 4o the greates
defaat, Egggg.azng.

b,

CSR was amazed when Wally Simpson was s A8 the man to
carry the fiag, the fuan tn whom the Wittsnoom ka placed their
falth, the man Slathr and Gordon belleved winid fixat to win
damages from the company for its treatment of its workers more
then 20 years before, ‘Our Iawyars thought ... what fa hell 1 Slater
end Gordon dolng bringlog this on ws s major casal the
enmpany coricodes, Looking back on 18, David Ashigy sdmits they
made & ‘tactical mistake',
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The argumeist David Ashley put to the Jury waa this: although -
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Wally Simpsos is s knockabout sert of guy who Hves In a earavan eountry, a partoer in the frm of Taylor Smars. . f
st & place ¢alled Cavorsham on the autskirta of Parth, Hoe was born %Eofjﬁag&:ugig%g&ughg. " *
in Bongland, but casne out to Australia with his mether during the ashentos litigation virtually ground to & halt in Westors Australia, A
war, Unable to read and write, apart from hisname, helof home at It wes all téé hard, the timid lawyers of Parth wore telling the il
13 and drifted through & varioty of jobu: station hand, butchers victims, you haven't a hope of beating tha big companies liks OSR, 4
apprestics, jockey, septic tank inxtaller, wildBownr picker. When g.&v&»%&&mﬁug?g%lu&&a% ter
CSRadvertised for men in thelsta 1950s (a matohad toread him the the victims » were piling upin thetr thousands in the United States,
advartisement from the paper) Wally Simpson declded ta give mins enly three weye known to ba atiti on the books in Western Australia:
ing & go axd went down to the Austratisn Blue Asbeaios office in 5t Rino Pedrett), who was to die; Oscar Penatta, whe was ta. pull sut:
Goorge’s Tarrace. Mitoracy was no problem « Wally Simpaon had gﬁ&um@??&»gg??g%%?«&
two of sverything that was blologically nscessary, and a fow days flem that had done little 0 pursue thews, and ~fod up with the lack
Jater he was on the mitk ran plane north, For the next four or five of action - they declded to switch Iawyers, 4 iake their cares to
years, he workeii bu the mine and the mill st Wittenoom on and off gg.ggaggg%g??wog.
in stretchen of & fow months, . gered down tho stapa with the cardboard binders, ons of the victime'
Around 1577 = Wally Simpson Is noteriously fnsocurats about ox-lawyers rauttzred ‘pood riddance’.
dates = he falt 2 bit offcolonr and was 4rested for what he thought When heexamined the Ales, John Gordon wasshocked to discover
was & touch of pusumonia’. A couple of yoars inter, Wally Simpson | that, with the dragonbresth of massthelioms on his neck, nothing
was in the Sir Charies Gajrdner Hospital for n lung blopsy, and the had beon done for 12 months in Rine Pedrotti'y cese. He arrengsd an
resuits, slthough thay ware tobe disputed at the trial, convinced him emergency bodgide sitting of the Supretne Court to take his dying
that ho had sabestosis. By 181 he was accepted by the WA Preumo- deposition on the morning of 10 February 1966, But & few minutes
conlosis Bosrd as an ssbestoais sufforar and awarded & meagre after midaight-that day, Rine Pedrotti died. Lika Petor Gordon &
workers' compaensation pension. Wally Simpaon went infa & decline, guna of yosrs sariier, i was John Gordon's first experience with
kis hosith detariorated until bs becams dependent on painkiliing mescthelioma, and ha was shocked. It put & face on the taxthosk
drugs and an oxygen bottle, and ho began 1o do the reunds of the deneriptions of the dlsease he had read aboul: a fave contortad with
_-ggsgggsgégcvzqgmuw& uﬂF&aﬁnﬁS%n&?g%gwiﬁagmg&@»«S-
5o Juck at all, until he discovered a firm ealied Taylor Smart, and bedaide. -

anether young Iawyer named Gordon, John Gordon. g?mﬂmmwmmaﬁa.na&om_ﬁ&.?g%gsog !

Moet the third mamber of tha tasm that wen o change the courss u%a Gordon pulled the ease together, and it was slowly moving i
of kistory for the eurvivers of Wittanoos, Although they aze only & closar ta court when Robert Vojakoviz, who Iy new had mors than
coniple of years apart in sge (John hadn't turned 30 at the time he 1000 Wittensom families in his soctety, intervened, Things wera

be T somse of the higgest trisls in Australien legal foving too slowly for his Hidug. The Wittanoem survivors werent
?Jo«gﬁmyacgﬁ.a%ugzﬁomn%&sgxg happy with the prospects of success, They had heard about the

ke, & 1 the fuct thiat lie 1o was a good Cathelc boy. His Pilmar asbeston victory in the Victorlan courts ayd they wanted ta
pavents are professionsls (mother & schocltencher, fathar & geolo- aee whether Statar and Gordon would help. This piit Joha Gorden in
gist) and he approaches Iifs with s tatally different politieal sutiook. & difficult positich. Among lawyers, there Is nothing puarantesd to
Later, during pro-trinl seguiiations, he was to take Pater aaide and %E&Rgg;gﬁvf;ﬂ&aﬁsggf

yufens that at university ko Perth he had been nationet secretary of uapecially when theve in & good prospect of victory snd a fat fea.

the atudent Liberal Club, $a was educsted by the Jesuits, wanted to . Peter Gordan, and ancther ambitious young from Siaters
ba & {awyer from the age of 11, and by the timne he turned 26 hed his lsy the name of Barnard Murphy, had fown from Parth con.

degroe snd was one of the youngest law frm principals in the nggggﬁémﬁgf and thoas of
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shait 100 ather aambam afthe Asbestos Diseaxes Soclely, who alsc
wanted to switch from Taylor Smart and othaer firms, But first, they
had to perauade the 'board of direciors’ of Siatar snd Gordon to taka
the grontest gambie in the firm's 50.yesr history, The proposition
wan that they should expand to become Australin’s fivst national
plaintiffs’ firm, apecialising 1o asbestos casss, but also breaking tnto
the slmost untapped potential of toxic tord litigation, rnging from
passive smoking to victims of the Daikon Shield, and pesticides,
Thers WaS Arfumant on all sides. Some of the lawyerssaw it an an
oo teip that wonld bankrupt the firm, Some were worried that &
would mean shandoning their traditions! client base in workers'
compenaation canes.

1n the end Petar Gordon won. John Gerdon, after much soal.
ssarching, agreed to open a branch offies for Siaters In Perth, Into
partnersiip with him went another young solicitor, Lulsa Formato,
who bad & special aze to grind In taking an CSR « her own brothar.

tr-law had worked at Wittensom, and had died of mescthelioma,

With pink-cheekod optimism they axpectod the fight for justice for
the victimaof Wittenocn to cost arcnnd $500,000. Thebill was toand

: %s«gﬁuﬂg.ma&g!?gg%&&,uu

sories of the greatent court battles in Australian lagal history, maxi-
triale that were thelongest, most coraplex, most costly claims of thetr
iind sver to come to trial. CSR was not going o abandon Its Jegnl
fortiications’ without & Aght, and Siatar and Gordon waa to come
%8%8?&&»@3%33??9&
loltownd.

The only ressan Wally Simpaon could at sl mue with any hopa of
success wan'that In 1683 the Burke Labor Government in Western
Australia, under continual harnssment from the victim’ society,
had bitten the tullst and pussed logialetica exempting the Wit.
tonoot survivers from the socalled statute of imitations, s genoral
toga! probibition on anyone suing for snmething that happened more
than £ix years bafore. Internal documents show that CSR snd the
government idwmrance fice had bettevad this was their strongeat
dofente against being successfully sued. But, in spite of thefr pro-
teats, the govarament pushed throngh the Acts Amendusent (Ashes.
toa Retated Dissesas) Ast, which made & specialexemption for the
Wittenoom victiza, in rorognition, of couvss, that it may taks 30 or
40 yaars for mesothetioma to suddanly wirike, A deadling had been
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sot, however, for people who had develaped ashastos dlsesee befo
1984: they had to file their writs by moidaight on 18 January mwmﬂ
That gave tha Galloping Gordons Just two menths.
Fiylog back to Perth, the team - Peter Qordon, Bernard Murphy,

and another youny sodicitor Eom the firm, Sue Tait ~ got their frst

Tesl granp of tha énormous job they had tsken on. Workdng arvund
the clock, by fhane, fax, fettar, and by advertisements (n the news
papers- & davies that raised surme ayebrows among the stuffy West.
o Australiad Jegat sstablishment—they began contacting s many
%%%ggangﬁfssggigs
gigg%gw&g:pwggugm of »
company with virtually no susets, but CSR ltaslt By the tims the
deedline expived, they had flooded the WA Suprema Court with the
gredtest mowstorm of writs i had ever seen, nearty 300 in all. Just

to fila the papeiivork cost around $75,000, but that was chickenfoed ’

compared with the costs thatlay ahead. Wally Sinpson's cass alone,
by the time they had fought a protracted paper war with CSR's

molicitors, gatharad their ovidance, selocted their sxpert witnesees, .

flown them te Wittenoom for an inmpection, and paid for the bare
ters, woald come to wall over $1 willion, The cass would E#?amm.w
“Mwnw.ﬁon zxraog civil diapute t2 hit the Western Australian
Kowasthefirsl time CSR andthe government insurance offics that
Sﬁﬂwﬁn&uﬂiﬁ%ﬁgg;gﬁai&ggw

+ [incourt, had reafly barad thelr taeth 4o the Wittencom vickims. Tha

f#ﬁggﬁéﬁug.ggg?wg
aEiﬁ.&fagg&g&Sg&g
ﬁmga%mmg&ag%?mtgﬁﬁﬂk-ms Potar Brins-
Eo«ﬂ.ms ggmuﬁﬁwﬁ?oéétx&gqﬂ%ns
. It was  formidable sight. Ranked aguinat Duvid Ashley
?gggagaaag.gagahm
barristers in Australis, whe i a later trial would inclde sven the
Sydney silk Tom Hughes, ons of the most fameus tris) Jawyars in the
gﬁtgggn?&gga ay = three times
what the victimy could afford to pay David Ashtey, wers never
Tess than fout CIR solicitors in the cotrt, and & téam of clerks and
stonographars who convertad ax office in the building tnte s whise
rang communications cantre and computor-basediiaw ibrary. Just
to pay the bill fir tha CSR's barristers and would coat
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7,000 & day, more than $2 milllon for the trial. And there were
”mv%w.woﬁ nﬂ&zo. sdvantages of playing on the A-tearsi. Sue Tait,
one of the Slatars team, recalls wistfully how her mouth used o
waizsz, as she sat during adiourcanents sipping u fukewsrm besker
of Nescsfs, when ahe smelt tha nroma of real brewed coffes drifting
from the CSR rootn down the hall and saw thecronty crpissants golng
{n for morning tea.

CSR's coutrtroom tactics wors hardball. One of the docters Lantify-
gmaﬁ&umggégitﬁn?&ﬁ%%@
ona of the company’s tesm of barristers delibarately mispronoancing
modical termu. On another ocession, CSR's in-house lawyer, Ian
Mutton, apparently worried that hin barrister was oo the wrang
#ﬁ%gagﬁauﬁ&qﬂuﬂv@g%?.mﬁﬁ
worry. [tisall part af the principls of stufling them up. ~ N M.' But
that was nothing to the Muffing poar otk Wally Sienpeon wis sbeut
to receive. Having, heclaimed, destroyed his health, CSR was about
to destroy his reputation as well, .

The opening bars of the tross-examination by Mr Richand Bur-  *

bidgs, QC, will give the flavour of the questioning old Wally hed
S%ﬁ%f«”&??&%uﬁ%ggg
gen mask and ealling for adjournments s that he could have
painkiliing injectiona. It aino will give you an iden af the huge re.
sources CSR and jts insurers must have poured into getting the dirt
o8 him:

Hurbidge: Is your 11} nama Walter Simpson?

Sinspaon: Yes.

Bucbidge: Not Walter Aloysin Sispeco?
" Simpsos: No.

Burbidge: Did yoo marry Shirley Streed?

Bispaon: Yes.

Burhidge: On 1% Auguet 19607

Bisapscn: Yok

Burbidge: At the Assesably of God Chuzreh, Hyde Strwet, Parth?

Bismpara: Yés,
uﬁmﬁm&gggggkﬁ?!ﬂ%%ﬁ

Ne, 414 ot.
Binpaots: No,
uh“?uﬂgn&,tﬁ%ﬁ.giggaﬁs
from? _

Bimpaon: Yeu, I do,
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Burbidge; Perhape you had bettay telf s,
Bimpaan: Pram oy wife.

Burbidge: You mesn, 45 uddod that for you?
Blrapeon: Yo, sha A1

bad filled in themarrisge certificats (thet presumably C3R' private
dotactives had ferreted out) becatse Wally conldn't write, She had
mgggaﬂnﬁ&g%og%g%zp
. Asthe Hﬁﬁgg,ggwfgogg
that COR's detactives had dug up much, much maore, It was implied
wv-umwagﬁusmgq& pEyehistric trostment aftar being kicked
intha head byt harwe a3 & teensger, Thoy had somehow ohtained his

hospital recards knd suggestad that he had spun a web of fantaay'

shout hiskife, including claiming ho was s warorphan sndinventing
a twin brother, They sald be had inventod & wifa to got an incrensed

workers' compensation pension, They found out that he hada’t fifed .

his tax returns for seven or eight yesrs, They unsarthed convictiona
?aﬁc&r@.gﬁsggi?ngg?ﬁé
showed that Wls'memory did not mmch his amployment records at
Wittencom.
k?uﬁﬁ&g%%-gxogg
madical experis prepared to swear that Wally Simpson did not have
giwgﬂgﬂm rea Fhvmgaﬂv. ggwgggg
was that it was all in his mind,

C To sont the company, CSR put on the stand Osborne Anzas
Eﬁsgu.g%tgw&gis&a%gom
the mine all thoss years earlisr by Dr McNulty. ABan wes & lifalong
servant of CSR, and forpearly 20 years bad been miperintendent and
meanager of the mine. Az ha walked to tie witneas stand, he waa
&gangu%&g.su&ﬁagsﬁsgéaw
him all those years ago and who new wore sitting in the court wait-
K@ggwgaoﬁmgggngnﬁo?g:&mﬁu
ha hnd tofersted st Wittsnoam.

4 AsAlian proceeded with his svidenes, it borams shvious that he,

tdo, hiad become n vietion of the mina, Since 1080, when he was
disgnosed 30 per cont lung dead, Ozefe Allen had khows that he had
acute anbestosis. Bit an he wheesed his way bis evidence,
g%&&ﬁn&snggtau%gﬁs vaks hire daviste

It was about the only point Wally Stespson wan to win, His wifs
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m cotnpany 3 wasdustaafs) Judgement and order u new hearing, It had not

he told the fudge. In the pablic gallery, the Witenonm survivors hiss. X ' Mt sy

b ol memm“.uﬂam.uc gailery, ... vora Mw_m.%snma\ﬂn.nﬁ?mg?gw&aggmc&sﬂﬁg
“Ho had the chance to tell the truth and die ke & man. He wonld It waa tha Jowest point straggle

have bean remembered for 1000 yoars. Hut he stood there, & dying Swﬁnniggﬁagiﬁgﬁ%ga .

man, end ba parjured klmself to protect the company. Hs will rot in ggﬁ_ﬁ:ﬁgg?gmggm W&tuuSB

gm..%?ﬁﬁ&%&?ﬂ%%nﬁ%?@ﬁ? &ﬁugg?gem?aguﬁgg@ﬂm&zn

%gw&g%ww??-%g gvﬁp_"zﬁmﬁgwgasﬁnqﬁguﬁnwswlﬁ
Whes Justion Petar Brinaden dafiversd his dgment is Novera. %g.ggggguwrﬁg Th

ber 1087 it is trial by judge, not mjury, in Western Australia, owing égggwﬁﬁaéggﬂﬂig choabe

tosome quirk in the law~the courtroom was packed with Wittenoom death, or by hudges who got 1t wrang. That was what gﬁnﬂw |

sorvivers. There was tension ln the sir, 2nd hope. Would this be ths Th untad
vordict that after all thase years would givs them their ravange for P Rbithss o0 ¢ man samed Klaus Rabenwult.
what had bean done to them? o

‘Their optimism quickly drained away s thes judge hogan to read

his finding. Simpson did not have sahoeatosis, he ruled, or any other
diseasa that comld be blamed on CSR; his hronchitis was eavsed by

- smoking, his lung Runction teats affacted by the fact that ha was
overweight. ...4hat view wan reinforced over the whole three months
of the cane when he aal in the back of the court facing me with his
stomach clearly visible! As for Mr Simpson's veliabiiity, that had
been sffectively destroysd by the cross-examination, ‘Hisearly med
eal history ... is sugyestive of s persoa who is inclined to exaggerate
his symptos, give false information to thoss exsmining him, and

“m enpaging in seeking hospital end medical aasistance through some

_ persopajity disorder, rather than thraugh physiclogical reasons,’
sald Juatice Hrissden, :

A shockad silence foll an the courd, "Two of the defence Ixwyers

P A Al e M A e = = 4 Mt m L .

pudged each other and smiled. David Ashley threw his head back

and ¢losed his ayes In dishellel. Wally Simpson tald the reporiars

" cutside that hs would cut hia lung cut and send it to the judge,

. That night, John Cordon went out and got good ang drunk, and,
atbwo o'tlock {1 the morning, went arcund Perth ripping down news.
paper postar with their teunting headbing s0nIoToe MONER LOSST CASE.
He pinned one to she wall of his office, and swore that before the lidi.
gation enderd he would cover it aver with headiines prociaiming vies

. tory for the Wittenoom wickime Twe {n particaler: smrsoy wing
RETRIAL a4 JOOGTEN WIDGWER FIRA BAMAGRE. It would be & long wait;
it took until December 1888 for thres of Jurtice Peter Brinsdsn’s
cotieagnes on the WA Supreme Court of Appeal to throw out his

-
i el
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ﬂ?@ _ . Intothe Great Aussie Outdoors: akling, golf and tennin, even aafling
u— . : f?éﬂmx%&gk?pﬂaﬁgam&%
# . ; : WAssmen #lndian summer ofhis lifa. And thean, neatiy 3¢
QQX?&&Q—M ! w:a. the a%a..?? of Wittancom tapped hlm o £ho shodider
ith hia sickia, - ' .
Contumelions, adjective: ... superciliously insolent .., reproachful, ¢ | Hehad been fouling short of hreath, unusual for & man ke him
shamefut, disgracefisl,” ! ~strong, At hardly s day’s iliness in his fe~and want to hix doctos,
w Oxford English Dictionary i Bynow, he knaw.of the diseases that wore falling the men of Witte.
] Lo, Tty of vonyse, ha pevsr expected ik 20 happen to him,
SH1, nearly oo yourt aftar he recelved his death sentence, Klavy By October 1587, ha knew the worst: messthelisma, no doubs °
Robonault was & powerful-looking man. With thick srms, abarrel | ahont it, a yasrto Jive at the most if the trentment didn's work, and
chast and & bullfrog neck, you could imegine him back ln hisnative 1§ [tngver hadbefore. Kinus Rabonauit knewhawas dpad, aithough his
Bavarien mountains, knocking back steins st the Oktoberfest. The  ©  iryn nelt diacipling never aliowed him to givenp hope until he choked
mesotheliona smouldering away In his cheat had not yet erupted hin laat in & hoepitat bed. A slow burning snger began In his belty,
into the bushfire of cancer that would surely destroy him, just as it Thay were not guing to be stiowed to get away with it. They was
witl all thass other young migranta who went o Wittenoom full of C8R, : .
hope And retimed with their lungs laced with asbestos fibres, Towsrds Chidstmas thiat year, thevs was 52 unsexsonal mood of
Aghoteengraverby trade, Klaus cameto Australinin 1960 whon 1 gloom in the pustel-tinted offices of Slater and Gordon, The tnse!
he was just 24, looking for ndventure, sick ofacountry wherelifowns 1 way in the alr, the drinks wers on the table, but ns one's heart was
fust work, work, work. He arrived at Wittenoom later that yearte | waily in . They had foaght and lost Wally Simpsen's casw asd,
maks s0me manoy, after, it's important fo remember, CIR should aithough the bajliffa ware not yet banging on the door, the frm was
have known of the Wagner paper linking asbestons expoasre with bundreds of thousands of doliars down the drain, Ansther loss and
mesothelioma, ‘It was tho last place on earth I should have gune, ot only would 41t hope be extinguished for the Wittenoom victims,
coming fram a civiljsed zﬁ??ﬁ&.g_:aswﬁga i would in all probability mean the end of the Jaw firm that fought
until  could alford to pay the company back the sir fare, hosaid. | forthem. They hdd put not only thair reputation buk alae thetr very
First, bo wasput toworkinthe bagging plant, rammicgthefieecy  {  exintonce on theine, :
fibres into sacke with & wooden club. Then, Klaus Rebensolt was - Some tmonths before the Bimpaon case Marted, thers had been &
pent down the mine 40 work bent double in those four oot slopes, | serlasofnagotiatine betwoes tha Asbestos Diseases Sociaty and the
shovalling the asheustan tock down s chuteintothe littleoretrainthat Wastern Australian Governmant te get & guarantde of Legal Ald
took it tothe mill, The air was atifiing, the dustsathick that the beam i §§§§§§§.§w§§<&§§m
from tha tamp on his helinet could not panstrate morg than L5 a0 20 arguod that withaut this support, it would be impessible 10 get the
feet. Yeu, masks ware available fn the mill, but na ono could wear ; casas o sontrt - but the serk ol money needed would consume » Jargs
them because they were too gi%&?mggw ] .m&&?ﬁﬁ.g%;t&?ﬁa@sﬁmiga
clog up with daut. At night he slept in the primitive single men's | Jot of hagpling, the government agreed to fimnd four cdges, foiur ot of

barracks, Wittanoons’s ‘Desth Row’, Klaus Rabenault stuck this out | e 00 that sere hiow om the ovurt lit, agﬁumz e

for just six manthe, then headad south with asighof relief and a fow | $500,000. It was & liuge sum, but even that ptial budge

jpenacith e peckek: | enough. Thoss first four cases sventually would coyt the vickima
He migratad seross tha continant to Melbourne, and se theyears ! mors than $2 milfion. CSR and fos i1 Yitigation, the Btate

taawvwgmo:mpgcﬂumggn%uggm i Government Insurance Office, partner 18 mulit

& delivery truck, He marriod and ratsod o family and threw himeeif m »awmaﬁg > wonld spand more mitlion

|

——

[p—
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The dsy hefore the judge threw Wally SBimpson's cens sut of ecurt,
David Ashley was back i Perth to join forves with a top-gun local QO
pamed Daxyl Williams, to pian strategy for the second, and greatest,
of the Witienoom maxi-irisis, & cass that would make the Simpsan
hearing look like & minor preliminary sikirmish, and tis up a judge,
a court, and two teams of solicitors and barristers for noarly a year,
The easoof Hovs and Barrow would take s gruelling 131 sttting days
to complets, withlegal costs tickdng over at more than $20,000 aday,
It would invoive 60 witnesses, 730 exhibits, and 11,000 pages of
transcript, a body of evidence thesize of aset of encyclopaedia, which
aione would coat $50,000 to purchase, COR had its back ta the wall,
The campany sould hide, but it coutd not ran, I had chesen $o make
its Inst stand in two cotirts ot apposits sidas of the countyy.

‘The Perth hoaring was well into its setond grinding month when
Klaus Rabensult ssked Pater Gordon whether he wonid take on his
casa, Petar Gordon liked the mag, histaughnesa, hiasense ofhumouy

{a)thaugh now it waz heginning to hurt him aven tolaugh) andliked |

hia chancss of winning. Klaus Rabensuit was ons of very fow Wiita.
noom survivors Yiving in Victoria, which meant that he could have
hin case keard beltre & fury, not a judge sltting on his own. He had
messthelioma and he had contracted i aiter CSR should huave
known of the dangers of the disesse and protected its workers. He
would be & good, honest witness and, most importantly of all, his

wessthetionse had been diagnosed in its early stages. There was g

good chance Kiaua Rabenawit would Hew dony enongh to won judg.
mant day. Sleter and Gordon agread to take the case.

The Victarian Supreme Court ~ untike fhose early cases In the
Wast « did realise the urgency of getting the trial on before Kiaue
Rabhensult diod, and it schaduled what for the slovw grinding machin.
ery of tha Iaw waa wn emergenty hanving. Cn 7 April 1888, Klauy
Rabenault waz i the witnass box and the cass that would make ¢
hresk the Wittenoom wictims wia undesr way,

¥t was a duel of the expert witnesses, tather than u trial of eny
forensic brillinnce; the meticulous secumatlntion of arcene techsical
information rather than the thrust snd parry of Perry Mason. Day
by day, witnsas after witness testified about the sppalling conditions
at Wittencom, about ths wamings sounded by Jim McNulty and by
Eric Saing all thoss years ago, about the pantachnicon of medical
Hiterature (by then there wers more than 5000 scisntific reports
tinking asbastss with capcer and sthor Sisaases) thet shounld have

eyt
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warned CSR about the dreadfyf dangers of that mine,

It took just, 82 sitting days, long emough by the standards of
ardinary ltigetion, exhausting for tha sys-glazed jury, hit «t{l] &

baby by the yardatick of the maxt-triad fn Perth that wasby now well

nto ita sixtly manth with no end in sight. The barrister choesn

handle the ‘Rabensult cass was Richard Staniey, s tall, E&a““
mguggnn&&ggw?&gﬁ&&
‘attacking them, ggﬁagggéggwﬁgag
&&s&@.ﬁ&&.@@?wogggpo&qga Mop w
s final sponch Lo the jury was 80 moving that sven # profesgionn!
ﬁiaxram%nSngknwaa&ngﬁ!Egna.
Ths Jury went, out Lo conaider its vordict, The minuten ticked by in

that grand ofd Victorian courtroom, and the minutes torned to ,

haurs.
| Afer four'heurs thare was 3 knock oo the door, and the asurt
wﬁgﬁﬂlﬁggggsﬁuﬁigg verdict
Emonmmamwgﬁﬂ $4268,000 by way of compensation and
.w».ua.coouwﬁ.mﬂ damages. It wag not only & win at last for the
ﬂmgﬁﬁgﬂvﬂg after all thoss years of sorrow
and sulfering, it was & win with the 18 candies of pusitive dameges
4n the cake, the fivat time in Australis that any judge or jury had
faund a company sovecklessly indiftarant bo the safety of ite workars
mru«#gvovgvamug!?

. The only eloud in the sky wan that 1t wan & verdia, not againgt
rumx. but aguinst its subsidiary Midateo, the now.hollow sheli of »
@a?ﬂu?&r&g&%uﬁ%%ugﬁogunig
%ﬁoﬂa&% il «wﬂa wﬁ“ﬂmﬁ% hardy, ¥laus Rabe-
listenad to the verdict, .Ea i frse s ko

 Nows of the.win was telephoned to Parth, whare it gave some

! gs?&%ﬁuggigaggn

time to got to W verdict before thetr elients died. th fact, a3 the

ﬂnﬁgmgnﬂﬁroﬂa%&aggg i du._ﬂwgﬂaa”“
maacthalisma befote the hearing finiahed, other

ﬁﬁﬂwéggggg . et
g eyt wan the first to din, A gregarious, spoy man, ha
had fivst gone tb Wittanoors ss & lad of 17 in 3 ga:ﬁwomnu:
gggu&»&ﬁ?g The money was
Bood, of churts w even & maintenance mun could £50 & week,
Eﬂc&ﬁgggggtgmg Heyabistedthe

- AL s by e
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heat, tha dirt and the isolation. Afer only two months, Hke Robert 8o thess were the two ten, Heys and Barrow, whoss names wars i
4&%&&95%;?&3%&%%&5&3?& %ﬂ«gmo‘lg?sggzggﬁﬁoggﬁg .
vwggrgnxaﬁ&gaﬁgggtg?gg employer Hability trial in Auatralian history, But there is atil] one
hia wife, Jussits, a primary schoo! teacher, He returned fo Parth, puszis: why had CSR chosex to fight this cass in tha firs place?
2ad started a family. Simple - their lawyerk theught they could win. . h
Larly in 1986, aged just 47, he developad cheat pains, und was Throughout that interminable trial, CSR, like the Manville Cor-
&gg-ggwﬁwﬁg%&mﬁﬂuog.-&? ?ﬁﬁg in the Iniled States, had been relying on the Your dog
next year he was pont 10 the Perth Chest Clinic where Xorsys were defetion’, Remamber how it goes? 1t intended, first of al), to pravs it m
takan. When the results came back it wan clesr that two monthy' dide’t have ndog, thatthe mine belonged te Midaleo and was nothing
axpostire to that deadly dust 30 yaars before was all it fook: he had to do with CSR, svehs though it was & whollyowned subsidiary. If
messtheliora Pater Hoys submitted to majer surgery (that wes in z,anﬁgmwguﬁs provsit haduoides it was dangerous, ithad
Eo%«u???g%gégt!ggwgns never read all thoss hundreds of medical reports wamning of the
doctors knew that e had two years at the most to live, By the time letha} effocts of asbestos; it had never beon warned that Wittenocm
the cane tame o court he was virtuslly bedridden, He Hved koog gm&u&f&ﬁoﬂ&tﬁhffngﬂ?mmg&gﬂ%ﬁmx%
enough to give bis svidence, but when he died, on Oood Friday, 3 &y 1o convincs the judge that i had done everything it could %o
Agril 1888, the verdict was still four monthe away. John Gordon . protect the workers; ifthe men didn’t wear tha masks provided, then
went io the littla ehape! ot the university that Sunday to pray - for they danerved sverything that was cotming to them., Only the fourth
plucky Pater Heys and for victory in his causa, tog - that the damage done to Mr Hoys snd Mr Barrow wasnot tha
Stephen Bdwerd Jsmes Timothy (Tim} Barrow was the other i causy of their impending desths = could not be sdvanced with &
. B»EEEEEE&.?EE%SE?;% : atraight face, evenin court.
together becsuse the scientific evidence was identical and it would Asbextos is the only known cause of masotheliome, Thare can be
save the time and tha sxpeass of twe hearingn, Tim Barrow was a t g%wﬁww-muga__g
raan of many parts, and great wit sod charm, m As far a3 Midalco was concerned, CSR' sitempts to hide behind
A Londoner who had served in & British Army entartainmant :  the‘orporate veil' were slowly and systematically shredded. The
group during the Second World War, ha ohtsined a Bachelor of Arts | management of the snbsidiary ware all CSR men; no sxpenditure of
degren by correspendence, and emigrated 1o Australia in 1647, The . morethen £10could Beundartaken without head office approval; the
following year, he took Mickey Mouse airlinas north to Witteaoom, stationary and evea the jute sacks is which the sabestos wan packed i
where he Srat worked for Lang Hanoock in axploration drifling curried the distinctive diamond-shaped CSR logn; evan problems ma |
sround thosa wild, red hills. Then ha got & job at the tine as the petty ps the hreakdown of a erankshaft would be refarped to CSR's ;
timekeeper And tally clerk writlng out the time-cards for those vamaw%gé;ﬂﬁog avway in Sydney, With hindsight,
hundreds of migrants who couldn’t speak any English. He warked 1 you woender why CSR bothered 20 try this defency, ‘It would be
duriag theday in a metal shed acroas the road from themill, with the | complately unreslistic to suggest that ABA (Midaleo) controlled ita
ssbestos duat blewingin shrough gepsin thawalls, ARerthroa yesrs, ggséﬁﬁ:ﬁ..im?&ig?&?sg he
Tim Barrow decided to movs back to Perth, had heard the evidents, ‘CSH exercised hands-on manggement.”
More than 30 years latar, in 1582, habegen ta fosl shtort of breath What, {hen, of thewtout denials by CSR's wi that they
whila he wes puahing kis lawnmower snd went to the doctar. i kuew how dangercun ssbestos was? The judge studled the exhibita, !
go&%ﬁo&aﬁa&ﬁ?tﬁﬁmf#&ﬁe&?#é&ﬁ& the hundreds of médies! reports stacked up on the courtrosm :
four yoarsaftarwards that Tim Barrowwas told histimowasup, ihat benches. Ha listened toths evidence of Professor Ssint (it wan tha
he had masothelioms, Twenty months Iatar he was dead, but not 1aat trinl in which he was to tastify before his death), of Dr McNulty
befors news of the yordict had been broken by him on his doathbed. aﬁwﬁgiéﬂmagggan svapts
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%?ﬂﬁgatgggp&&g&g
nation wilt give you & finvous:

Qi Would you agvee) the sobe reapocaibility for the health and safety
%?éfw%?égi?g&gﬁ

3773 wﬁgéﬂw
of lang age, and made thiy Anding, which stands at the eore of his

+. .. tho board of ARA should, b 1543, hava caussd inguiries to be mads

About asheston reinted dangers, It mey be thought presumpisons at this

distancs Lo nusoss the duty of 35 smployer some £0-0dd yesrs agn, [ find

it imposaible, howweat, to belivve that standurds have changad 1 the

axtard thad an Industeisiiet would ned be tkXiged to fnd cat sl theve was

to know sbeut the gropertios of a wminersl whichs bo fntends to mine and

aill, and to find eus the industrlal dangers of such an eaterprise .  ABA

should have foressen 8 tisk of asheatonis ... (and) shoukd have foremcen &
risk of fung cancer ... 3 is atmost inconselvaliie that b Jeast tha orel
warnings of Dr Saint were ot sont back te (CST fn) Sydoay.!

Juatice Rowland had rushed to kudgmant by August of 1888, fess
thes & month aftar that arducus and complex eass had finished,
seevificing attempts At alegancs of expression in arder o maks 2
fnding before Tim Barrow died Lo, As John Gordon Jeafed throngh
the thick {203 peges) plasticbound volume coutaining the judidal -
decision, ha stopped to notica that the fudge had been expecially
critical of CHR's ‘star’ witness, # now retired Sydney company direc
tor naxned Keith Oshorne Brows, who had been & drector of ABA/

© ' Midalco, and later managing director and chairman of the Wit
tennom subsidiary.

b.c:_ ugﬁg.géggn?#agsvﬂ% )

Puésgggggggwﬁa

Bg&?%vﬁ;gii%igr

A Fhawe to redies that, and [~ mgw%nsg b itself
200k that view, Thay lived tham,

As the stonewslling continued, David Ashlsy, QC, s:u& up the
hent: I he was foskitig pain ot the aud of that erops-examination, he
daservad 1o, Hajzone of the fow truly wicked men | have soen.! Even
the Jadge, acoording to David Ashley, looked down fom the bench
and gave Mr Keith Osborne Browm an oid-fashioned look In his
judgment u fow wecks later, be didn't nxactly call Mr Brows s liar, .
but hia words had much the same e affect: 7T find that squipment and
techniques existed at relevant times that could (have) snabled ABA,
to contain and contrd] dust to limits which wave then acceptable; but
Aﬁsﬁsuﬁuﬁv%n@%?oﬁ&gnigﬁﬂﬂzv

Ozzin Allsn by now wea dead of asbestesiv/siiicosts. So was ?Eggg%g%%g ' said Justico Row- |

Breadhuret — the man wha danigned, huilt snd ran tha mine for its
early yanrs—appropristely encugh of messthalioma. The only ssntor
aé.ﬁm&iaﬁgws agentlemanty figurebry sowinhis
1ate asventies, with s dintinguinhed eareer an n company director. A4
well a2 Australian Hlue Asbaston, he had been s divector of COR, of
&uﬁg&a%ogggacsggg
sany, A pillar of Meamoan respectability, he was the man who took
the stand to defend CSRY indefensible record at Wittenoom.
1n his evidence, Mr Brown expisined that ba hadn’t thought the
mine was Suety, Decanss it St fog up hiv glasses when ha walked
through on his infrequent visits to Wittoncom. He testified that he
belioved 20 millicn particles of asbestos per cuble foot {700 per cubie
ﬁgmﬁaﬂasz asfe level, whan in foct for years belore the mine
&t opened the aabestox industyy sreund the world was operating
Suggoaw.pggn;mo%ngmwugﬁg
had trisd 1o oblain the latest squipment to syteaet tha dust. Tio 8
factory man from way back, and all factaries sre riske,’ Mr Brown

w%ggggmg&nag&g Justice Rowland
had moved the venue to the pumber ane court of that handsoms
gﬁ%ﬁ&u%ﬁog&&ﬁsnﬁsf%;
the pisce was packad. As he reached the key findingm ofhis judgment, .
Robert Vojakovie amé the othsr a ﬂn&g_ﬁagﬁﬁ% of their
benchiesin the public gallery, John aad Peter Gordon wars there, but
uiagwwgggg&ag%vﬁgq&o??
West, and was resting in bed with » ricked hack, The day before the
werdict, Tin 33 year-oid dnughter, Mexandrs, had asked him howhe
zscmw»m. o decizion would go. ‘Darling, we s Bﬁaawasm win, you
know ... anywhere olsd, but not in Waxtern Australia?
gmg.ﬁ should win,' sald his litste davghtar,
Peter Gordon sensed long before the v R&Rzﬁwﬁmg
waz going their waybe resched under the ket table and ghook John
by the hand. They Sad wen. The Wittaspom victime] had won.
zggggg&gggg?&

v i
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arrow - that
B «hio was to dis jess than two wonths tater~could taks th

»g.uﬁmsn«mﬁr%smgggﬁgiq%
was anly & faction of tha million-dollar-plus judgments belng
handed dows in the United Statas: $218,000 for Mr Barrow, $135,000

?ﬂ%ﬁﬂm%ﬁmﬂugsgg%
that dust Jevels st the mlll wore ‘excessive to a marked degron’ ..
they kad mads na attempt £ warn their workers of the dangers of
inhaling asbestos dunt ... their sttempistoimprove ventilation were
‘too little, oo ste’ ... they ahould save known of the dangers of

ashestosis, and (aler 1945 of fung cancer. The only disappointmant .

for the Wittenioom victima was that Rowdand J, raled that CSR's
nMwos. !Mﬂﬁﬁ%o%ﬂmg% towareantthe awardof
pusitive damages.

That aight there wea champagns in the offics and the Gordons,
?ﬁ«-ﬁgggqﬂggg«?ﬁgg?
Verdict at eath sther,

...w fow weeks luter, thers was something elsstocelobrate. CRRhad
heen nﬂag&uwﬁngg%mngmugawﬁ gh.nw
tase, and hat appesied againgt the dacision, pastioulasly than

_ of exemplary (punitive) damages. The decinion wasargued atlength

X«o«oﬁ.guc&ﬁ&?go&?:ﬁ&gg%%
5<§9#§w3§§§3§§&&%&%
had misdirected the jury; and the appeal covrt's judgment, when
was Anally handed dewn in September 1985, was equally undra-
matic. Only ane parsgranh lasps from the page, and thal ls the oo
that munia: .
L Eé#?%&%%&
gﬂ-&aﬂg@;m&#g*ﬁﬁ%ii?
: the mill nd mine ... | estisider that a strong case supporting the Anding
of reckioasncas « indoed of contimuing, onsclons end contumalionn
gg&agﬂgmggg?ﬁéh
right t be free fam rialking ingury or disonss « was mads ouk ...

Tha Pult Court had thrown tut CSR's wppeal. g%ﬁw
would stend for aver {n the law books, & beacon of hops for
w%&ihggggggﬂwﬁm
damage douns i thems ,,. and for any other worker injured becauso

[ f 3 .
Chrlsle

Th as champagne In the Rabesault Lownhouse that
mas, sﬂnm.sn; unwrapped his‘engel's wings' and his wife weptin the

i
m
!
i
i

AT TR
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Tsundry. But, of cattres, nathing.. not $600,000, not $600 milliyn -
¢an meke up for the Joas of & san's Hifa,

7 wish I was Alan Bond,’ said the dying man, ‘or Joha Ellicis, 1

; égggggmwggigmrwﬁgm
i g&ﬁ?éf&?%@lg#ggsgnaﬁ%
- dolisrs iy punishment snough for what they have dono, destroying

the méwag.ﬁgggﬁmuusnig

! somebody, that Is nisrder snd they witl hunt me down and punish
(o Butifacompany killa thowsands of people nothing v dana, They

are nlfowed ¢ got sway with murder.! L
Atthreeln the morning of 24 Apzil 1888, Kiaus Rebenault died in

& werd &t Moltbaarna’s Cabpini Hospital, !

By the and of 1088, CER's jegal Yortifications’, so earefilly built nyore

ihan a decada hefars, Hed boen battered down. Peur udpes and one

Juey had pierved the veil of secrocy and deception that had hung for

nearly half & contury over that Hitle mins in the desert that would

' &ggiw%?,%wgﬁaaﬁ_éﬁ
. disregard for their health and safety, Even good old Wally Simpsen,
; Uow batdler from the bush whoss evidence so underwhelmed the
i Judge that he threw cat hin case, lind won & tew trial. On the wall of

gg%&sﬁ.gggggﬁzngay
the Simpaon case had Just about been oblitersted by & rash of
clippings: TrAns, EIATION A JUDGE RULES SN ASSERIOR GASK, MAN WINE
RIBTORIC ABRESTV6 VIOTORY, and BIKIE pAYOUT IOX DYDNG Ve, Tha tide
had turned and was-roaring back over the mudfiate of hastory to
g&?ﬁﬁgggmmniggfa&rgﬁgﬁ
CSR's managemant « inatead of putting on the whits sheet and
effering realistic componaation 1o the victims ~ was conthuing &
desperats raargusrd action,

On 21 Soptember, the day.after the Full Court’s Iandinsrk docl
sion, CSR way doalt andther body-blow. For 10 years, £t & joint coat
estimated by oppoattion Inwyers at mors than $10 million, $SR had
fonght sidehyside with jtginsurer, the Stats Government i
Commisnion of Western Anstralia, againat the Wittencom ylctima,
Now, as it read snd roroad %»?&Hﬁr?gnné;
was siaring down the'abyss of 8 dnmages payout that could whreck it,
or at least send it to the Anancisily-strapped Stats Qov. foe’
amuith-million Jollar handout, SGIC did e rums and isaved p tarse,
four-parsgraph statement under the name ofits managing rector,
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Mr Frank Michell, deciaring all bota offt .., # is apparent from
yesterday’s court decigitn ... that Midaleo had been awere of the
danpers associated with ashestos dust, that it had feiled s take
reasonable procautions ta protect amployses, and had fafled to fully
disclose the dangercus sadure of the Wittenocom mine operstions to
tha Insurance Commission,” yead the statement. *... the inwurance
paticy for ... Midales is (therefors) connidered Lo b fnoparative,!

SGIC ariginally had covared the Wittenocam workers to a maxi.
mum of $2000 & head, bui in 1965 that had changed to an unlimitad
Liability. It would be up for the lot, which {F Kiaus Rebenanit’s case
was anything 1o 2o by) could be more than $500,000 for sach victim
who clnimed, And even at that stage it looked aa though thers wers
up to 1000 peaple who might have a laim: the comminsion knew of
500 Wittenocow workers who weve recalving workers' cumpensation
and 240 who had already iasued writs. By the BGIC s acommting, the
final ‘worst casa scinaric’ would ba a payout of $200 miflion, The
wommission had #1o veinavrance arrangemsnt wader which a mepa-
cluirn like this corld be passed on to 80 oversean inaursnce pocl ke
Lloyds of Londat. SGIC, which had fonght the victime side by aida
with ‘CSR all those years, had tummed on ita former partner in
Yitigation with # vengssnos, ‘The tmspany’s statementa {aaid Mr
Michatl)} were g__:ﬂ:g? and dealgued to shield it
from the tmpact of recent eourt judgmants’,

When the 3GIC statement kit the wires — and news arganizations
ayoitnd Auetralis wers already haadiining the Rabenault decision «
CSR's shares began tadrop alarmingly en the stack exchange. Some.
thing hed to be done, and that somathing turned out to be not an
apology, or xn afesiasion of udlt or an ofor to immedintety settie 21t
claime, axonemight expect. Ou 31 Octaber, USR pinced targe doublo
page advertirements in avery nawspaper in ths country to present
its ponlysin of the ‘problem’, an analyais so flawed, soinacourate and
#0 smug that Stater and Gordon gave Immerdiate considerstion to
referring it to the Trads Practices Cornmisaion for prosecution as
{alse nnd mislasding advertising,

That statenvent will be dealt with in detall inter, bt in essonce
C3R booked ita swnt aventuad liability to the victims of Wittenoom at
$20 miltion, anid the SGIC would havs to pay another $30 millios,
and gloatod that even if it Joat fta inevitable sourt hattls with the
corission and had Lo pay the lot, that would coky meen eight eants
off the price of avery share, Its eatimates of fiutare clalmos {only &
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mwﬁﬁgﬁy%g@nmﬁ&g%

: 2 y at varianoe with what
the 8GIC E_o&%_&oﬁ and with what the medica) team at Siy
Oherles Gaiidear would come up with ooly a fow taontha later,

litaraily, ta the death for more than o decader Fellowing the 198

‘_&naﬁt. it 1a of critieal Importance to the poace %aﬁwao:rm
gentine clalmants that they and their famnilias should not have to
ggmgggnﬁnuéf%ﬁ&

speedily on humanitarian groands. Hang Rabenault confeased that
: )

?%Eoﬁx throwing up,

;. Ubeourse, like just about sverything CSR hasuaid ahout Witte.
gguﬁgggfgggwmﬁggmg
#E.Bozg@agg&&g:ssauwt&ga;g
affer, settlement of all but the mest wrgent poat-1859 claimy had
besn: poxtponed pending the battle between CSRaxditsinsurer, and
ngigguag?e%gg%%
. And seound the world, Bundreds victims

m?o sabantos from Wittenaoms ifﬁ%&h&wﬁgﬁﬁﬁ ”ﬁ.ﬂnﬂmww
wmn&wanm Western Australla on the msp. Because £91t had ox.
%gmrgﬁa%%s&%?g-mgg.ﬁg!lﬁn
nﬁaﬁgaoﬁgﬁggﬁiga&?sﬁuﬁ? harveat of death.
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We ol thought 1we soere saving lives ... none of us had any ide e

were killing people.”

- Wartima scientist Henry Walton
{ntha middls ofthe most secret placein wartime Britatn stood alitite
wooden hut. This was Porton Down, an the bleak and foggy Salisbury
Plains, the War Ministry’s esteblizhment forresenrch iito garm and

chomical warfare, Here, during the early yeare of the Second Werld
War, the greatest sollection of scientifie talent in the country gath-

ered to invent tha woapons - snd the defences « to dafeat Hitler. It .

was Britain's Los Alamos, without the atomie bomb, and in the
middla was this shed where half a dozen men worked through the
night on'a mysterioun project. Thay were trying to bulld & botter
gasmask, onethat would protect scldiers sguinatthe new generation
of Geraain poison gas, the tarrifying arsenic amoke they called Blue
Cross that contd penstrats the ald chareoal maks designiod during
tha First World Was,

Henry Waiton rersembers what want on thers, although he's iow
i his Iats seventies, living in retirement near Edinturgh and still
ﬁﬁaggg&mﬁscgﬁigagggzg
iiiii s expertin the other pazticle physics, the study of dust,
whan ke was drafted [n 1935 to ba part of the Porton guamask
researeh tanm, Hinparticular job wastadsvisethe tests tamakesure
Eo&ﬁ%%mgggog;?g&gwnﬁ
Evﬁ%wmﬂ%nﬁ&.g&ogi&v&s#%»%
tiat by the name of Dr B. J. Thomas, was Lo dasign & new mask, 8
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As sarly 451839, Lang Hanoock had been making inquiries, with
thy ielp of the Westar Australian Ageat-General in Lendos, umﬁ
the chances of selling the ssbestos ke waw mining up in the Wit
tenoom gorges &2 the United Kingdom. The now military gaamark
g%f%?ﬁkﬁ. B) for blue sabeston, cams
axa Godsend, and from the wharf st Polnt Samson, he began to ship
Sma&.:ogﬁﬁougeo%ng?ga?»;g
gu&«oﬁ%?ﬂﬁﬁ?%&ﬁ#ﬁﬁafg%
an export industry that was avintually o conmume a substantial
slirs of the Wittenoom anhaston production - over ths years mere
than 50,000 tosw, §10 million worth, would be exported to England,

i theUnited States and to at Jesst 10 other corntries [ The sesds of an

intemational plague of mescthelioms were sews, The harvest was

i #till belng resped half a contury later,

ﬂsﬁ fret wartime shipments of ashestos ware delivered 12 fas-
torles at Barking in Basex and Hebden Bridge in Yorkshire, where

X &mggggﬁﬁggi&i??

of wool and sent for arsemably to plants at Leyland in Lanceshire, and
smngwsyzagﬁgug tha pharmaseuticat
ggigsggg&&ﬂ st the Boots
g.#gggngmégggaﬁgg
-nteg to work, fnake & stark contrast to the primitive plek-and
sbavel mintog at Wittenoom, That compuny, st laast, understood
weéil the dangers of asbostos, wvan if mesothelivme had not yat been
‘Gvanted’. The women worked on & convaysr balt, with thetr arms
sieking through holes in the sidesof & Jong fume cugbeard srrange.

Bgﬁﬁitggggnwgg%og&? !

tatn used by acidntists handling radicactive materisl, They were

. isgusdwith special masks. The extracted dust was pist in sealed bos.
. o4 wiich ware then buried. That's how dangerous résponsible som-

and protact the soidier. And what finer fhve could there be thas
ceucidolite, bius sabestos, with its bore & bundredth the widthofa

m at:the end of the war, ehe worked on the production kine, stuffing

human hair? The spacificatione they camaup with for the Riter to 1

in the proboscis of the mask - blise asbeatos, sandwiched batwosn
tapers of Australing Merine woel ~ becaros the blueprint for mors
than two million gasmasks assembled in England, Canadw asd
{istor} the LISA. Theblus ssbestos? There ware only two placesin the
world whare it was mined « South Africa and Wittenoom,

¢+ panies realised Ashestos was, even before OSR iutothe mine
mask with fibres so fine that they would kwp the poisenous smoke - at . bought

.Annie Redgule was one of thess women. She wasa Nottingham
laasin her early twonties, & war bride whose husband; wasoff
with the navy, Frotn 1942 nntil they stopped the gnamasks

those anbestos/waol flters tuto the ganmanks for the broaps. Whe
tio war ended shio Joft to ralse & family, and Artivur t4 %43.”
& plumber at Boota, The years weat by, the nalad ofholidays at
tin's and whist drives in the church hall, baliroom dancing and

- T o S P
v
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182 BLUR MURDER

men who worked i that Httle wooden shod wars alao dead of cancer,
ﬁa&gsggg.ggmigg.
“Nons of us had any tdes that we were killing people.

Tre dust from Ahat blus ashentos had turned end to be {ar, far
deadiier than anyone had suspected, The shorteat exposure result
ingin the diseass was & woman aged only 46 who had worked on the
assesnbly Epe for just 14 days. Bven the vightwatchman who just
walkod around the Intterybreathing in the avening alr contractad i,
Arcund the cther factories and shipyards servas the United King.
g.%%!?@%ﬂ&ogoﬁﬂn?ﬁ%m.
§s§%§§§§%%¥i§w&
the misfortune Mraply o Yive downwind, breathing in the lnvisibis
un%%,ggbn%n%gv&%ﬁ@%
Emgwégggggagoﬁé
lioma. There is no safa minimum level of exposurs i any kind
asbeatos, and blus asbeatos was turning cut to be tha desdiiest of the
jod.
o hours dowts the motorway, on the sutakivts of the Merseyside
city of Livarpool, A team of apidemiclogiats from tha government’s
health and safety axecutive Ias boen koeping count since 1667 sﬁ
“»Q%aﬁr?g«ggmg;g&u
brink of 8 mescthelioma epidemic Kvery desth certificats "
careien this diagnosis i fed into its computor; overy year the
g&%&%ﬁ?w«?i:ﬁga.gag%gggﬂ
had bean killad by biue asbestes, sud deaths wers being reported
mﬁﬁ#&?ﬂgém&w?g%gnﬁ
patehan areund avery major industrisl conire {o the country:
dockyards of the East Bnd, Plymouth snd Humberside; the factories
of Besox, Yorkshire and the Northam Black g..gqxﬂﬂ
grrﬁ?vRSa?B#ﬁgm-uﬂnngSégE
the masulsciuriag system, poople are dytng by the thousand, ”
imugf%?miggagg.mﬁ?ghnwwg
it, compared with the conemon or gapden white psbestos o
pes eatit of the pipes and panels and fnaulation material
torpadt outt

. of Mon-
In Canada, t the department of epldemiclogy and hestth

treals recownad MoGill University, ancther team of researchery
gni%ﬁéﬁ&ngﬂgugi‘sﬁ
ment, if it dida't invelve counting corpses. They wers trying

HRWIRTTTRAW A
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88,@5 mortality rates between a amall grovp of people who had
wnrked with blue ashestos (crocidolite) at ancther mititary gramask
factory in Qusboe, with the 10,000-00d men who warked in the

couatry's white ssbestos {crysctile} mining and mtiling industry, fn -

1878, they publishied their atartiing results is the Canadian Envi-
renmenial Reveareh Journal, Among the 200 blue ashestos workers,
sinsworedead of mesothelioms, and14 of other canonre .« sansly hatlf
the 58 deaths they tnvestigated. Among the thousanda of white
ssbeston workers, thore were only & handfisl of cases of mssotheli.
omn, & quarter of ons per cont of denths. The boffins sonctudad that

. %o%-ggaogzgsgﬂgﬁaﬁaﬁ-#é:

g:i%ogﬁgggzggg
335&9&3&»%%&%052%8&&3 but
. But that was ofl in the Ssture when COR, now firmly in tha paddte

i ® Wittenoom, Yegan its dasparata drivs for axport markets. The
" minehadnever been profitable, and the major asbestos manufactun.

ersin Austealia(notably Jaces Hardie) preforred iouse thecheaper,

- esster-to-manayy white asbeston in \heir well pansts, CSR scouted

wﬁ!im for warkets, and eventually cams up with o Hat of

customers as long as your sxm. A faded 0ld photograph abows 2 oas .
. %g&gﬁ?gwiu&-é&gm&%w

bunting, xnd the 3opan PADIICING AB BRYT A9 THE wonrD. It has & crude

" graphicshowing the main markets for Wittansom asbestos: Poland,
" theUnited Kingdom, Holland, Jepan, Germany, Cansds, and South
America, Documents sbiained from litigation in the United States  °
L Show that USR's customers included companias like SA Franeains
. Eternit in Switzerland, Alfit SPRC i Belginm, and Sacelit Mans,

fathi 1z Milan, Saly, 1o the United Kingdom thabiggeat bmporter was

: 8 brokerags house named Mineral Fibves Lid in Fant London. But

the biggest market of alt was the United Staten,

wuwzpamxv&mﬂaﬁzsaﬁﬁ;g%p&znﬁ
_ggg.ugzﬁ%iﬁ_ﬁagg -ﬂﬁwa““”mﬁ
© Blates from New Jorsay to California, Manville was t4 the
" ' compmuy's biggest foreign eustomar, and the blue asbestos it hs.
i Poried from that Kttle Aussie mine wonld end up Xitiog ita workers
d E&?&Eniﬁzsﬁﬁa??&ai;%ms
. freighthandlors whocameintocontact with Ralangthetkack. Injust

10 yoars, from 1953, Manvilla imported 35,000 boris of *Aussts Stus’
u.s.u (3R in shipments worth more than $8 million. But why &id

i
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they nesd it ? What was so great about ¢his blsa ssbeston that .

Manvills would pay to impart i, rather than use the white stufY from
ita gwn mines in Canads? _
§Rlve ssbeston) was thacatalyst thatwads everything ron.. bl

was always the slisir that made the operation go. Yon had to have :

blue This ia the courtroon testimony of ona Kemener &, Whalen,
receptly retired after more than 40 years as Manville's dirsctor of
pipe production. The magic of biue asbesion was the length and fiae-
nessofitafibres, sndits resistance tosaltwater and acid. It strength-

ened the fabrie of the product, much like tha straw that Pusblo
?&vﬁisﬂﬁégss%gvg%#ﬁ% _

?&%Eﬁ?ﬂ&ggﬂggu%g%

Transite sonduit that earry power and water under avery Amerjoan _
city were produced « pipes like the cnes George Komenda used to :
handie, becanse ressarch han shown that tha Flintkate Corporation .

whars he worked wan a major customer of CIR.

ho Manville ‘cookary ook shows that biue ashesies, sither from
Australin ar Bouth AMea, was used in sbout 60 &iffersnt srbestos
cemont recipes, blanded with whita asbestosin aconcentration rang-
ing brom thrae per cont to move than 50 percent. It found ita way into

* hattary boxss (becaune of ita resistancs to acid) and braks Hnings,

insuiation products azd wallboard, 1t was handled by tans, possibly
kundrodsof thousands of the 20 miflion American worksrs who have
been; axpased {0 Axbestos in the workplace, And, with the Manville
Corporation cowering behind he protection of Chapter X1 of back-
ruptey, the eyes of lawyers like Jane Cantor are focusing with in-
creaging comeanteation on OSR's factarien arcind the Unitad States,
and the symonny’s fat helance abust seroas the Pacifie kn Sydnay.
SR has desp pockets,’ says Mre Cantor, aa she examines the
company’s 1988 snaual report, which shows & recond profit of $185
reittion, snd reserves of $220 miltfon in cash and $535 miitien in
unusad linss of cradit, *Tell 1ne, why shoutd they nst hevs tabeara
shars of the Dability 1ike the other companies over hore, which havs
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Well, Jane Cantor can. Farly in 1089, sbe anseunced her fotess
ton Lo purend some 60 cases i which CSR hsd been lnked a9 &
defondant, coses involving workers and their relatives who are

damaged or dying becaitse of their expomre to asbegtos, Writs have -

»#wu%&go%&?é?%g?g»gwﬁgng
stfence from CHR' New York attornoys and o defonce has bess
filed. Jace Cantor's firm {otended (0 fls for the veusl ‘nomina?
damngen of $2 million in each case and apply to the New Jersey
courta for a defsult judgment of $1181.2 billon if the company faily
sgﬁrbﬁm?ﬁweﬁgg?g&gg«.g?
coupiry Dhe surne idea Bes oceurred to other firma specialising In
ashestos Htigation, !

1t is ea eerie foeling, waliing throngh any Yargs U5 dty todxy,
here you go you ate swars of voices, shouta from behind shute
buildings, thacrashof demolifion, toars of men in white‘space

sulty’ moving about behind barsicaden in sealad-off atreets, Bight in
the heart of New York, on Madison Avenus, just a bagel’s throw from

Blogmingdales, hersia astrangs sight: sn abandoned boutigus, snos,

the npmarket outlet of an exciusive couturier named Vittorla Ried,
ggﬁag windiws s & postar prociaiming raanis

uﬁgﬁc REPUSZS TO ANIHEESS THE PROBIEM .,, DRCALUSR OF YHE HALARD TO

OUR STAFF AND OUX EURONIIRS, WE ARE ODLIGZD 10 CLOGK THE BTOMK. ftis

Just ooa of thousands of buildings belng abandoned and gutted . at
oot oftans of billions of dollary« all over the world, While the dying
goed on, the decontamination of pur citien bogina,
?wﬁgﬁuw%wﬁw’%&ﬁa!ﬁgwﬁsgaﬁ
you: ate in another California, This is not the suany State of Helly-

wood and the Beach Boya, Robert Mondavi wine, Fishermen's Whatf

with ita piles of steaming crabs, the scrubbed and starife computet

© laboratories of Silicon Valley; this {a California’s Induistrint hintar-

. iand. Down the tonst you epot the errnes of half a

heen foread to pay out biitions of dolinrs in demages to the workers

iuved by their nroducts? A good question, end ong you wan't fod
ﬁwﬁaﬁesmaeﬁa CSR bafance sheet. In £ minuts foctoote way
Back on page 59, you can find that OSR admits it has been Joined ns
a defendant in 101 matiers in the United States’, The compary
claims that it has ax insurascs poliey to cover tria {webjoct toupper
Jimits’) and says it is unsble to estimats iis evantual Habillty,

: major navy
and divilian dockysrds; around Onkland and Stockion dud Redwond

City aes tha smokestacks of grest industrial emapletes, Asbestos

w5 tsed hate by the tens of thausands of tons, and now California

~1iks New Jorsay across the country~ has become Hing fleld for .

. asbestoals, E%ﬂ;gm&?o@%gﬁ%ﬁaﬁsﬁ.

z&.!swgzigbamﬁauwz?.i.gw& ’

new Faca#w in abextos Jitigation,

i
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out §1.5 mitiion for the family of & government shipysrd worker whe
canteacted mesothelioms. He has another 400 cases ou his bocks,
inclsding a number where Staphen Kazan beliovas hocanprove that
it was the biue ssbestos imported From Wittenoom that did the

Johna Manvilie hud four major asheston factories in California, At
Pittsburgh they masufactured roof shingles, at Lompocthera wasa
plant producing insulation from ashestos and dlatomaseays earth;
but rost of the blus asbestos the company fmported was hesded for
planta at Redwood City and in the town of Stockion, in the Sea
Joschim Vallay tianr Fresno, whers pipes were produced and eroch-
dolita veas the ‘alizie’ that bound them together. James Vermeulen,
ouoommgg.n&%éggﬂaﬂnﬁ%g
victims® aanociation, ramembers it well, Ee worked at the Stockion
factory for nids yoars.

Mr Vormeuien is now 62, and in the winter he ls driven into exile
from hia native California tathe warm, dry climes of Arizena. Hehas
chrosic asbestosis, and tha stightest cheatoold could eavry hirs away,
Iz 1867, ke took & job at the Manvill factory, an enormors plant of
gight hectares (20 acras) undey roof on the outakirta of Stockton, .
whass ha warked on s varisty of lobs raking pipes for watorsupplies,
hoilers and chitsney fiues. ‘Wa used tha bive asbestos in all thess -
products. ftwasareinforcing agent, We dida't know whatheritcams
from South Africe or Australls or whersver ... I waso't in that area,
Rut it wes blus, alf vight, and ik was & sop-of-a-biteh The outire
Stockton plant was anvalopad in a fog ef ashaxtos particles. ftwasin
the sir, il ay like thick dust on the ground, thers waa tio aveiding the

siufl,

Jumes Vermeulsa didn's realise ha had a problem until 1877,11
yonrs sftar ha left that dusty factory, when ha was out hiking with
bis family tn the Dinksy Creek Mountains out the back of Fresno,
e ablution block was a 100-yard walk frora whore he wascamping,

AUSSIR BLUE 137

night'ta save his lifs, Jios Venmoulen had severe asbestosls, howas

%ﬂ%ﬁﬁmﬁwﬂ%ﬁ?!?agr& went ., §
; y# in Fresns, the sl ©0

ﬁ&&wsgmﬁﬁgaaﬁ. nvsz horfu

Jirn Vermeulon did receive an offer from Manville, Tocompensala
him mo«winn the Jast third of his kifs as a virtual cripple, they
pcmmgﬁm $90,000 would be aa appropriste stonemant for thetr
negiigence. Ttold them toshove it where the sun doesnt Ahine. What
sartolanofferia el fora man'slife? Pm golng to fightthem, not fusi
for me, bt to meke sure the whols world imaws what & bunch of
murderers they are’ Of his 250-0dd workmatas st the Stockton
agrhwaﬁ Vermsulen minkes # guess that halt arve either dead o
amouuan.on. ashestos disonss, many of them terminally iil with
mesothelioma. Manville knew all along what it was doing to us.
They jurt didn't give a dawn.

8o what had been going on at Manvie, after that groat corpora-
Hon Swisggggw%ug?«ﬁgns
sompaty had bsen negotiating with taams of Iawysrs for'a solutlon -
0 the litigation that threatanad, quits literally, to baad o the death
of ond 6f Ameriea’s Top 200 companios and the breaking up and
selling off of all its anapts, Late In 1988, Manville's headquarters in
Uaaqﬂmug&gww&aaavm.sggms compen-
sate {ta victime, the firat time & trust ke this had svar been extad.
lshed, and (with the ezception of compensation for the Dulkon
Shisld TUD victims) the grestont payout in the history of toxic tort
litigation, Under # complex reorganisation plan, Manvilts and ite
g had agreed 10 an ‘svergreen’ arrangsment under which
az?gga-&,oﬁxsﬂgﬁuamﬁﬂam?u&msge
the year 2018, Theevantual kitty would be $2.5 bittion, andthe ahare
deal wonld mean thet — what a hizares turn of fate — the viettme of
Manville'n negligence would and up owning 80 par’eont of the
85%&. i . ‘ i

In Novemher, Manvills sald that [t was emarglng from bank.
TRPICY {EUMBLED BUT XARDNG 19 00 gushed Z¥me magarine) but wu »
mere alisdow of ite former slf. The company had posted ah snnual
toas of more than $1 billlon, It had slashed ita aperationa to the beus,

and

’ sacked 3000 of its 26,000 workers, closed its asbestos

! factorles ... and even sold off its corporats beadquarters It Danver,
i mngg@w?rwracm&a-r&?nmacsgﬁ? wattla.
i menta with the trast. It was total, shiect sarrender, sn admission

and syon that lof him panting for breath, Back homs in Fremo, he
collapsed and was rushed 1o hoepttal with chronie heart fallure and
doubls pasuments, The doctors packed hir i ks and fmght all

LT s et e T M e
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that all aleng, the evil smpire of Vandiver Brown had knowingly aud
negiigently sxposed {ts workiores Lo the fervibie rinke of acbaaios
disense, .

Even then, soms of the lawyers smelt & rat, xod opposed the
settlement. Buil st the end of the day {this is Jacs Cantors way of
Tooking a2 it}*... we decided, why Xill the goose that Iald the golden
ege? Stephen Kazan looked at the deal iks this: "The Manville rear-
ganiastian 13 immora), inadequats, and means that future victims
sre getting screwed, [ think the beat thing would have boan for the
cosmphny to be Higuidated and its sxscutiva officars taken out and
shot, Butlnoking atit praguatiestly, the existing victima syn gatting
thalr mohay (n larger quantity and sconer than under any other
propoas! ... what } ensdod up sayiog to my clisnts was: *If you don't
need the moeney now, and if yos want i tnake a moral stand -~ vole
againat it*°

Thais apthmisie dide’t even Jast tut the mild, evema-depletad
winter of 1808-89, Baxly in Febeuary, less than three months after
tha trust was sebup, the trast said that it was runsiog ont of money,
It hiad hean net up with an fnftiad Jump sum of $706 million ($155
willion fress Manvills aad $530 million fropa the company’sinsurers)
but the money hed already gone. Noone had anticpated the torrent
of claima that would come pouring into the trust's headquartors in
Washington; no onve had foreeast tha siza of the payments, .

By Pebruary, 40,000 peopls injured by Manville's ashestos had
fled tlaims, and the comypany was now sdmitting that it sxpacted
eventually to receive somewhere beotwesn 120,000 and 200800
cialms, By thon, 14,000 claims had been sattied at an svarage of
$28,000 sach and the entira start-up bankroll was gona, "We preject
that in tha third or fosrth quartarof 1988, the trust will recurringly
find {taalf tamporarily unabln to pay claimants,’ the Maaville Trust
said in & stasutory report Sled with the Poderal Rankruptey Court.
Said » lavrysr involvad in proceedings: Tt mennn a Iot of sick paople
are golng to be getting I0Us, porkaps s early anthe sad of thin year.
Whets you have a diseass ua fatal as nsdestonts, deley isoftan akinto
non-payment.

Se, at the titns of writing, the Manvilla victima, like many of the
easunltios of the Wittenoom mina, wers atill walting and hoping
sftar ail those years, thone docadas of struggle, fo¥ justice, Yes, the
teuat could asll some of ita shares (15 Manviils, but have ia the Cateh.
22 situationthey find themsaslvesin: the pricaby now has plommated

epldemic were, s Jowies Varmeulen, telling tha trust 4o atiek ite

monsy wherethe sun didn't shine, Atiother wars of litign
bearing down on the campany, Homwas

w%m%gﬁnggﬁ?gé;ﬁ

- and frustration, Down Under isany of the men and wormen and

chifdren gmaggmag&gi»g

. by CSR!
gﬁp_mﬁn. tonscious and contumaetiony’ disregard wan»raw 3?@,. _
ﬁgfm_ugwﬂg Promises of o sattiement had
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._ Lies, damn lies
and statistics

“What good {s Ae doing by predicting that ancther 800 people will
die, cther thun make them shiver in their bootst
~ CSR sxeeutive Bill Bannett sitacking the National Health and
Modical Council’s forocans of the Wittsnoom toll

2090, 1Us s pursber, aot & year, If the past is ancther souniry, the
Rsturs is gnother pianet. By the sud of the sacond decade of the nest
century, thy Ruasians will Rave s colony on Mars, the parliamentary
democrncy of China will be jostling Japan for sconamic superpower
lenderahiipofthe world, the Sibarjan fundrs wilt be basking in ozone.
depieted Mediterransan punshine, aad ganetis anginsering will of.
for un all the body of Arnotd Swarzenegger and the brain pawar of
Cray supercotmpuler,

By 2020 eartograghers will be wondering what that 2oy name
Witietioom i deing on the map of Western Australia, thet long-
abandoned ghot town with its empty, shuttered pub and fts silent
duaty streets. And down in Perth, & yecently.retirnd Professor of
Statistics nemad Nicholas K. de Klerk will be chacking the medieal

litarature occnsionally, tosee whathar his predictions from niithoes

decaden belore are coming frue.

Nick da Klark is sitting in his cramped little office at the Sir
Chartes Gatrdnsr honpital in Perth, tapping numbers into his com.
putar, On the screan, a humphacked curve is taking shaps a4 the

complicatad logarithus are crunched, and atrangs torma liks ‘sver

age time-weightad camulative sxpostre” ave tranalated inte a graph
anyone tan underatend. it i the graph of death of Wittanoom,

atretehing 30 ysurs inte the usknowable future - the culmination of
10 yoary' work trying ta predict the aventual sxtent of the country’s
greatest induatrial dissater,

Nick ds Klark is one of the four members of the Nationst Health
and Medical Research Counddl (NH&MRC) specind study team. The
athers are Dr Bl Musk, the haad of the hospital's reapiratory medi-
cins department; Dr Bruce Armuatrong; snd Professor Michaet Hobbs,
head of the unit afelinies] spidemiology nﬁecaiaaaé antern

mgog%bﬁgggngn

| phone book in Austratis, avery eloctars] rotl, o

ATTr——— Ty N T
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g?ﬁggﬁgiggg&ﬂg
ton disense resanrchars in the conntry, and possibly tha world. If
%ﬂwseﬁo&is%?ggm?x

wggus?
Their prediction: by the year 2020, ggggg
iE_S&o&on disabled by asheston disease, bws out of svery seven

: who workaed at the mine,

. 8o, howdid this study come tabe setup? As you might expect from
yeading the Manville tactics, which becames tha blueprint for the
world asbestos industry, it was GSH that made the firat approach to
the sclentinta, 1ta motives, whetber a genuine & pt to harden its
pwn gosaatimates of the eventon] death tolt ora id to capture the
g%?sgaﬁgawga?g?
November 1977, tha company’s %&gﬁég
there was a B&nﬁgzgamo%g?gg
and a delegution fram CSR. The agenda: CSR funding for a astudy o
track down all those 7000 mes and women who had worked at
Wittanoom, and try tofind out haw many were dealf or dybng. 1t muat
have acunded a bit like Hitler fanding & postwar censsi of the aFavw,
and CHR was well awsre that certain gynleal peopla mipht see a
canfliet of intereat in its proposal:
g%x&?nﬂ?ggggﬁg f
was prejudicial i their work, although somse fmedin poopis would un-
doahtedly ciaim otharwiss,” the OSR teeord of that mesting reads, Dy
Armstrong comtdered that hin onfy reaponatbiiity 3 OSB wenld De to

viaw ~ tadaamgiﬁ-g&%g&mﬂa%
%Sﬁusgbagﬂgggtui
oualy, *at arra’s length® throvgh & grant to the

In 1578 tha colosaa)l task of tracking down aggoﬂ
people who had passed through Wittenoom hedbegun; 8760 names
had been obtained from CSR's wages ook, although this in consid.
srod incomplets, and the real sumber may be d¢ high as 7500,
Staphen Wondward, now an antl-amoldng cam or and head of
H) had been.
EES%?%??&!&?&%B enormoens job
« peopie had left the 2own, gﬁamnmg.gwam had lalk the
8§3‘ Poople had died, Wa had to go back to the fnost bazie gyans

toofs ressarch’ Me So&in&gmmag pyery tele
ma thand

Reep us informed. We poinstind ot that rven this was not nocestary trs our ,
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marsiage tertificate going back to the 16508, avery green and whita
%gwurﬁﬁmw& oul st weary port and airport « mitlians upon
pillicns of pieces of paper and cardboard. The fob took three years,
but at the and af it they had tracked down more than two-thirds of
the Witenscm workere.

By tiow « it was 1981 <1t was hecoming obvious that there was 8
rigis at hand, Movs than 40 Wittencom worksrs ware dead of meso-
thelioma; ons pew cass o month was being reported of thin diseane
that 20 yaars before had sever beon seen In Westarn Australis. The
Stata's Pueumoconiosis Board had approved compenaation for miors
than 100 workers with ashestoais and sther cancers and tha cvat i
the government was already spproaching §1 milion & yerr, And by
pow the scientists koow that theas diseases soidd strike more than
50 yoars after the vistinm's Iast expoaure to the dendly dust. The epl
demis wan nowhers ey ity peak,

Using all this date, a growp from the univarsity’s mathematics
Zepartment built a model to predict the future toll. That paper,
prominently stamped convdmrIaL was sent 1 CSR 5&&&»328
the light of duytmntil many years later, Hardly surptising, becauss
what it showed was worss than snyona had daved to fesr: te meso-
thelioma epidemic would not pesk until 1984-89, when 30 upweaces
of mesothelioms would octur every year among the Wittenoom
werkers, Tho aventusl toll from that dlsesse alons ~ loaving aside
the hundreds who would momunt to sebestosis and 2o other cancers
~would beo 774, more than onein 15 of the workfores, Tha report was
quietly pigeonholad; but the death rate could no louger be conceated

from an incrensingly inquisitiva media ang, by now, & thoroughly
alarmed madical profession. The wards of the Gairdner Hospital
ware gradaally Siting with the victims of the slow-moving spidemic.

Seven years down the track, it was becomning obvicus that aven
this peasimistic assesament wan wrong, & disastrous underestimate
of3ha ovantual toll, By the and of 1088, befove thedasth of Vel Doyle,
Wittenper had claimed fta 800th victim, and the denth toll had
topped 400, At the time of writing, the NH&MRC' oficial body sound
atood at: mesotheliomacases 111,84 of whom weredend; lung cancer
147133 dead); and ashestosia 860 (219 dend), Whera wan it all going
to end? Nick da Kiark and his team et Gown Lo do their eums sgaln.

163 eye-glaring stuffh 26 cages of standsrd Cox ragression analysis’
wﬁgnﬁgggswﬁma»?%gh%%
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. high-leve) atatistics. The bottom Hne was this: the number of meso-
. thelioma cases wontd not peak unti} the year 2010, when every
. fortnight one Wittenoom worker wid be disgnosed as dying of the
. disease. New canes of lung cancer and ssbestosis would be detected
. rightthroughiotheend oftheascond decadn oftho next centizry, The
;. Anal toll would be 791 cases of mesothelloma, 324 cases of lung

cancer, and 838 people with scbestoais; 1953 people, nearly a third
of the entite workforce, will end up kifled or erippled by the blue dust
of Wittenoonr (see chart cverieat),

Tws thousand. 169 fust & number, Hke 2020, What do 2000 dead
poaple ook kike; how can you convey the enormity of thia tragedy?
Does it mean snything o say that three tirmes ps many paople will

: endl up dying of Wittenoom sshertas than died ¢f AIDS in the firat

decads when the virus ‘swept’ Austrsiia? That the toll from Witte-
nocrs fs almost ae large as the total number of poople killed an Axe-
tralia’s roads {n & whole year? That five times 2 many people will
finish ug io ehrly graves ss Australia foat in the Vietnam Waz? Orie
the number 50 great that, in the end, it ia bayond comprehension?

Nowhore, any time, have we scen anything like this ... it is much,
rauch worse than anything we have seen in the Usnited States,’ saya
Proforsor Frving Selikoff. Professor Selikoff, now {n his saventy -8k
yoar and atili woriing a2 Emeritus Professor at New York's fameuns
Mt Sinai Houpital, is acknowledged as the world's leading muthority
an ashentos dissnse. Ho has been researching it slnce 1954 when ha
bagan & abudy on the long-term effects of asbeston fu the hungs of 17
men who had worked at the Unjon Rubber nsbestos inmistion
factory a2 Pattarsen, Now Jereey, Unfortunately, recalls Dr Selikofr,
thentudy was ruined becanse by the tine ba was ready to yublish his
resulisaixyearslatar, nthird of the men wers dend, not of aabestosia,
bt of eancer, That really got the wind up us il e says, He decided
td dovota the rest of his life to sabeston snd other decupational heaith
IRENACES,

 Profossor Selikoft fins been keeping 2 close eyw on the unfelding
dinanter at Wittenoom, ifonly becausa it has now given Auatratia the
horrifie distinetion of having the highest mesoth tate in the
wiirld, Visiting professsrs teavel ta Parths to study it. Only in some
Yittie villagos inTurkoy, whera the solt contains & imidar fibre ealled
arlonite, which paopla used to build thair hounses, ¢an you find & bet-
ter human Jaboratary for mesothelioms. The Aadtralian death toll
from: thia tervible cancer Is appreaching 2000, Fiftdon Austratians in
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2 million, more then 200 peopls = year, will die of the man-made
diseaza that was virtually unknown three docades agn; that in higher
than In Eogland, more then donble the rateinthe Unitad States and
seven timen greatsr than in Canada, which had the Inrgest asbeatos
mines 1 the world - white ashestos, 01 course, ot the much more
lethad hlue stufl

Even 8o, the toll from Wittanvorm in just & senall drop in the bucket
of the asbeatos plagus sweeping the world, Dy Selikoff ealeulates
that the eventupltoll fu tha United Btates will basmors than 200,000,
‘Every houe of svery day of the yenr somecna §4 dylog over hore of
rancar eaused by asbestos. Jt's an sbeoiots dizsarter, and aii peopls
Hke you and me can do is 218 on Lthe sidetines koeplng scora’ Approp-
Yistaly anough, ita victims in the US have Included Rudelph Wild,
the Serman scisntint who inventad tha blend of ashestos instdation
that hecame the standard for the US Navy, Tragieally, they also
inelude the actor Bteve McQuesn, who contracted the mesathstiorn
that killed him whila gerving in the navy, -

In the United Kingdom, nsbestos deaths are expectad to top
$6.000 —~ 50,000, peopla daad becauss the industry ignored the
warnings, sxpcsed ita workers t5 the letha) dust and covered up ita
guilky secret all thons years. Drink to the death of just ane of them!
Richard Gaze, the former chalrman of Cape Anheatos, the biggeat
winerfmanufscturer fn Eaglrnd, who scocumbed tomnesothelioman
faw yoars ngo.

Aquarter of a mniiion peopls in just those two couniries; what will
vhe world toll be? Halfa mittion? A million? Ten million? One canonly
guess. Alongsids this, the 2000 dead of Wittencon may appear small
beer, bat, retnambar, thia 2ot in frowm Juat one wirkplaca, Dr Selikot!
fias nevar hesrd of dust concontrations as high as those at Wit.
tonoom, tever een & mine or & factory where elementary safety
procautions were soblatantiy ignored, and ia confident that nowhere
eins it the world will there be n desth rate sven appronching that
little mine in the desert. In fact, it's & matter of confecturs &a to
whiasther any industrin) dissstor anywhare comes closs to it In their
own discussions on how to ‘damage contrel’ publicity and Htigation,
CBR pondered whether 1o approach Distitiers Lid for advice, Distiil
era iy the company thet unlesshed Thalidemide on the world and
caused the birth of thousands ef grotesqualy deformved babies.
Distitiors slwaya appesred to becallous over Thalidomide~perhaps
we should taik to them, one of CSR's executives notod at the time,

. disense,
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Bo what did CSE do when this awfid prediction Ianded on the desk
o its boardemom; whan it reallsed that 2000 peapls were to die
because of its negligence? Why, it immediataly rantised thet the

the figures, the haressmant of the victicaa thraugh the courts « afl
that had to stop, They placed prominent advertisemaents io all the
newspapers in the ecuntry admitiing their negligence, sod asking
pardon from the victims of Wittenoom. They made immediate snd
handsoms offers of settlement to thoes claiming damages, And they
offered 8 multi-million dollar endowment to the Sir Charies Gaind.

ner Hospital, & no-atrings grant for resan 3#583233«3?%
Like hell they did, |
Pwo months after that advertisement was publinked, with its
honayed pramise of ‘spendy’ settlement of the clsims of the Wit
tenvom victims, a tesm led by CSR' corporats lawyer, Mr fan
Mutton, sat Jown with Siater and Gordon ta negotinte, The venue
wans the lnw firm’s whits stuceo officeiss West Parth, and on tha table
were nearly 100 caima by Wittenoom victions suffering from ashe-

stosls and eancer. I soon bevame oheious to.John and Pater Gordon

that gven now - afar lowing the fwo masi-trials and being thrashed
with punitive damages « C3R was stil] fufl of fight and, far from

meking generocun offors, was prepared to confront ancther year of
litigation. For a start, i§ refised to offer a cent to any of the peopie

who tontracted asheatonin after 1969 becauns its dispute with the

BGIO {nsurance office was atill not settlad. Then the company
mn!uaio nt line Eggwwcsaagagwsgan?&?
_.#Ba down by svery dollar thay could.

. Mr A, 80 years of age, suffering from asbestosis for 20 years,
totally incapacitated by the disenxe since hie trivrned 60. 1a $226,608
oo much for this man’s niined fe? CSR thought £0. It offered him
$178.000, take it or leavs it,

© MrB,aged?7, i#u&#n«ﬂ.oﬂa&&»g%gng
tos disenss for 16 yoars, Staters asked for $187,
worth enly $107,¢00,

. MrC, nged 64, suffering ashestos diseass gnruuwawauﬁ
and forved to undergo an opersticn to remove part of hle vight lung.

Statersbelioved he deservad $343,7100, Om%&w&oogzﬂmasm .

»amocw

m\_ D, aged 78, an ssbestoais victim sin 85\“915:&“&3&#«0

ga10e was up, the futile denfaln of guilt, the Inept attempta to fudge

LCSRaaidhewas .

Zol e N,
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expeciancy, Slaters said $187,500. Too much, aafd CSR, and offersd
$128,000.

On through those sifiing summer duyx they haggled over the
prics of & man’s lives, man whose widows, s CSR know wall, would
receiva a great deal losa by way of compenantion if they should dis
befora 146 negotiations ware complate, Deaperats men who had besn
waiting decaden for justics, Men who took CSR at its word when &t
promined a spoedy satilament, and lived to tanrn that this was just
another lis,

By Easter of 1089, CSR had made sceaptabile offers to about only
50 of the 300 people representod by Siater and Gordon and thie other
firms handling a handful of asbestos claims, Taylor Smart. Payouts
had ranged from $50,000 to the widow of & man who disd of ssbes-
tosis, Lo more than $300,000 for a senior Health Dapartment oificin
who had eentracted mescthelioma, CSR's payout had now reached
more thea $10 milion, far and away the biggest bill for nagligence
any Australian company had sver met, But still the company was
dragying ita feet, arguing over every dollar, stubbornly refusing to
strike & dea) witlfits inaurers so that the poet-1 550 victims could be
paid.

1t took, eppropriately ancugh, untl April Fool's Dy, teurly six
tontha aftar that ‘speedy’ setiloment was promised, for CIR and the
Siate Covernment insurance Office ta negotiate 2 desl under which
more than 200 people who worked st Wittenoom after 1859 would be
paid, Inthe end it was a ciansls compromise. Aa the victiss had been
urging from the atart, tha two arganisations agreed ta split the bill,
whith they ealoalatad would be ancther $30 million, S4/50 batween
them, So that wasthat ... excapt, of courss, forthe hundredsof peopls
atil carrying the asbestos dapth chavga in their cheats, who will not
davelop ashestonts or cancer for many ysars to come.

To the amarament of the scientists nvolved, CSR was stifl dany.
ing that the fnal toll would be anywhere nany the 2000 predictad by

the National Haalth and Medical Research Council's teawm, It was .

sticking to ita original, advertised, worst casa sesnario of m total pay-
out of $50 midtion. It was » sconario so Hawed thet one of the
researchers asked for the docunentation s tdut e could axamine
thn statistical mothod used. Fa read it savarsl times, scratched hia
hesd, sad muttered something about ‘roodoo statistics’. Across the
top, he scrawled: Whare do the “facts” come from?*

CSR wsn asking [ta shareholders to beliave that there would be

LIES, DAMN LYES AND STATINTICS t4y
only another 93 cases of mesothetioma from the mine: an eventual

“total of 121, In fact, within six months of that prediction the meso.

theliome toll had alresdy pussed CSR's ludicrons underestimata;
111 mesothelioma cases had been confirmed, and 10 ptore were in
the NHAMRC syntem awaiting verification. And the peak years for
theeruption of the disense had not yet been reached, CSR wastelling
the world that thers would not be & singls new casa of aabeatonia,
when just about every week tnen were belny dingnosed snd acceptod
for eompenastion by the Posumoconiosis Board. And they wern
making no affowance, noneat all, for the residonts of Wittenoom, the
men, and women and ehildren wha had maraly lived {a that dusty
{ittls township, and who - like Val Dogle ~ ware now sickening andt
dying of mesothelioma, .w

The reason is obvicun: CSR had told the woeld itr maximum pay-
out would be $50 miflion, eight conts a share, Thet was based an the
300 claims i imew about, plus only 33 new cases of mescthelloma it
expactad to come Lo Eight: no new sshestonis canes; no ailowance s
all for cinima for sther cancers; no sliowsnce for the hystendary’, the
wives and chikiren of the men of Wittenoom whe ware by now dying
fn seoelerating numbars: nothing set asids for that mountain of
cJaimsain the United Statss If the NHAMRC prodiction veas correct,
fbwould bo s financial calamity for the company. 1Y, tastead 633 new
vases thare wers well over 1 000, it could mean that sven the 8GICs
eatimate of $200 million was inadequats, and that Siater and Gor.
don, who sxpect the finul biil to top $500 million, could be tloser ty
the mark.

akyneraper headquartarn in Sydnay. | eculdn't understand much of
it, but here Ix what the company's chisf execative officer, s man
pamed Bill Buanneit, and the company tnwyer, Inn Multon, hadtoray
on the aubdect: R
Q: Tn your utatsenant to aharehoidanm, you caloulatod your latility at
amarvimum of $50 million, or sight cents & aheba, Now, botlyide BGIC and
the NH&MEC aay that this ie a gross Mmats ..,

Dennstt: The BGIC say it%a & groes #ta?
Q: Yoo {1 adowed him thelr celculations, rame up with » fine}
i payons of $200 mihiun ) §

Az Well, émmggg?%ggxgwg
fx the SGICH %FQEEE%E of alx montha ago,
That comves ap bt this stege st $47 miltion. §
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Q: But it 1n based oaty on existing ¢latns, and only thess which had
beer: fodged ix monthe age.

Mutton: No, i Doats actusrily adfusiad to taka itn sotount al] cases
that wenld have manifestad, but oot be the sudbect of & clajem,

Q: Who i reaponsibia for yonr exbusdstions, and what are they based
on? ... is this the methodeiogy that was used In CHR's aaleniation? (8
kanded Me Hamett the CBR document the compuny produced when its
statiatics wers fleat questioned )

ANo

QWhatlaltthen

A: TUf entae back o that ... what we have said is that thers are 260
peapis who haws taade n claim, and ifyou went through this and asaumed
that thay sl had what they were clsiming, you come out with & figure of
$57 million .., we hava leckad at » fow othars where R'n been satablished
that they haven's god what they clalmed .., 80 we discotmnt that,

Q: How much by?

A:Inourcwa figuring, wediscountad it back and I dan'thave {ila frent
af ms ..

'Q: Lot's taka it slep by atep .., mumbes one, you aspact ihe numberof |

new tasew of ashostonin {a going o be minimat or rave, §sthed cotrect?

A: Zare,

n"waet.r.os—wa_mog» .

A: Mesothnlioma, it Hiely to be of the oeder of six to slght & yesr,

Q: Weli, tant the number hare (o0 CIR’s owss docamant} & fotal of 83

o 151 that the Dasle of your raloulations?

A: No, it's pot tha basis,

R: Wall, what ix thia?

Az Wa havs projectad forwazd from now, hewe canes ars [ there,
That's ashestoels ,,

Q: Botyy, rgﬁrggggﬁéuﬁsg
your fudure linbilisy?

A: Yen, but ploawe tirten and 11) try to explain ... a8 publicity was glves
10 ths disenne Knd A the Statute of Limitatioos Azt and ofl that debate
wis golng on, 8 Inrgacumber of peopiswho had worked at Wittsrocsm way
back here came forwaed and submlited thamselven ia wedical exemina.
Kot ... the s of alf thosa cornos o about 230 or something 1tke that, We
don't axpeet thers will be sny more detarminations of asbestosis becaisa
of tha nature of tha diseass.

Q: Okay, Now, mescthelioma, Hers'n the final page, herw's the bottem
line, which praciicta & Asrther B3 ruses, i that not torrect?

LIEB, DAMN LIES AND STATISTICH 151

A Watarned around then and sald what happena with mesctheloma?
?#nﬂ%ﬁf%ann&gggzuﬁu&??
tobacategorical abogt .. «{fite dorrzancy is 20 yeara then you cansay theve
sre unlikely to be any new cases post-1988 ... if you say 1ta dormsney is

1098,

943&025. that's shvinm (xincs the mine elosed down i $9663,
But your prediction bese In thet the kseidance wilt be §.4 par cent. Which
wmennk snather 23 cases .., Ion't that what it says?

Az Roughiy, yes,

Q: Precisety what it says? *

afmascthelioten and looked st the historicnl data ., ?ig“aﬁsq

avedt the peak ...

Q: Birt you've chosen an interpratation have which asaurnd that we
fiave passad the peak ... what you havs aaid ia: sabestonts sero, mesothe-
Homn 83, Now, wgaigwﬁggg?agﬂg
periiratarly hung exnzer, In therw anything hoee fopthat?

A Well .. all we know from the tvedical advisars ls that the asbestos-
refated disense, wa have aplit it into two parts, hamely asboatosis and
messthatioma, We don't quits know what pecple are talkiog about whan
gﬁwi@%?«%??ﬁg Thats (kav)
boer: 1o clalzng, aa fur as f am aware, for the penerat disesan, _

Q ?Eggg;gggﬁmé
eanoar amorng tha pecple seposed?

A:Um Idont koow,

Qﬁ&pgségg_agggs
Halleaff in the 13d.1960s.

Pi?%%igﬁgmgtxsifn
wa thought In 1565, 53?&3%55»@3

Q: You think they are wreny and you sre rightt

42 Wa think they are wrong.

O.Qvﬂlﬁ.uac.mcowuaﬁgog%%g
story that wasn} oorrect, wouldn't you? m

A:Wadon't see any point in entaring into judgemant about whe's right
mnd who's wreng,

Q: #nﬁmﬁnggmsgkgﬁaar?ig
{anced asbonton discane sclentists, apidemintogiets and medical stutisti-

ggﬁugﬂq = that's Avpstrong, Mk, da and Hobba?

uogggggfasgwn?#?é;gg .

3
Az Oh, tha wwlgwgggsaguikgi

i&?ggssﬁ%g-n?gn#wa:;gga
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A: No, Don't accept that, Dont secept that they e the werld axperta,
fa fack ..

a.gusg gugagﬁg

A: 17 we ware wanting to get ibing {sic] we would srobadfy o &
Professoy Tatieranll ., pocpie who are wortdrancwned,

Q: Who sre the beet in Auatratia?

A At what?

Q: At predicting the inaideice of asbeston dlsease.

At dan't know,

& Wels, tidetanmin Perth has spent 10 yoare studylng it. Do you know
what their lateat astisnates xra?

A No, Fdon't,

Q: Manotholioma « pow, this s just emong the workerw, we haven't

taikad about the bystandery yot - an nddidiena] 892 coanen botienen now

and the psxr 2020. Not 33, 1t tmore than 22 thoee thet munnber, Whers
doen that Jeave your eatenlation?

A: Thete were saven caacs b I588,

@ Lung cancer: mota tuan 200 additional cuson, which don't sppear
{o have aven heen taken into acecunt in your ewn exleulationa,

A Woli, P'm ot sure what they are referring to thers, 1 dent know
wheve they gut that statistice! information fom,

Q& Aabostoals: nearly 500 sdditionnt canes of asbeatosis. You are
RATIng 310 ... 00 what scientific basis do yor, as CSR spokassnan, make
your stataprants? And what right do you have ta challenge the sxpertise
of thewa people whe are medics! experts, who have spent a decads
studyting the prodleu?

A: I that's what you bellevs, believs [t Wa fust happen to have n
Giffarunt view ... )

A2 But whai is your view hused en? What s your expertise? Whers I
your seience? Whers ars your susbers?

A: This material bs part of 16, The whals detabase. [t baen fooked at
by conautiing sctuarios. It’s bean tocked &t by other people that have
spposred for us ia thoms trials over in Wostern Avatruiis .., we just
Iappen 1 foal that this ta tha Lixaly cuteoms, Now, we dow't see sny
purposes i1t petting Involvad in any debate sbugs what's going te bappen
irs ve yeary' tima, There's nothing we ean da sbout it, We have sald thet
therl b romspersantad ... what ts the purpove, what good fa e dolsye by
u?&&&t;«%u&%t&&poﬁaggg%
in their hootat

$R’Thin report eutimaten that by the mocond decede of the narxt century,
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whant presumably you and CSR will atiH be arcund, vory close to 2000
péople wiil be desd or damsged by their sxpomire Lo aaboston at Wit
tanoots ... tow, if that In correct, how do you sxpect people 1o brlievs that
CBR's compensation payment will be $50 miltion ,.. that's fut $25.000 2
head?

betimen i3
Q: 1’2 not & matiar of belisf. Thess are the acteutita, thase are the
pocpls who are supposed to know the antwers.

© A'They are & group of people whose erodibility wea challenged by |

%i??giiaﬁigg??&
happened to take notlos of some of the Wastarn Absteallan peogie ..,

Q ?ggéﬁéggﬁgg
won?

A: Yeu, wa .

Q: Right, SGIC. Thelr satimats, and thia fs based o1 ., what they il
 woTshcase scetintio .., ints the fext sentury. $200 miliion, Not $56
mithion, $280 milthon, Nove, 46 you accept thair mrpertine?

Az Look, Fye got no idsa whas they sre inctuding in that Agure ... there
ars peopte there wha will heve a cialts against otherw than CSR. We are
1ot jegnily reaponsible,

Q: ... put yousne!! at CSR' annual generat mosting kn the year 2020,
Bomespe pulls out this geliowing newepaper clipplag from the Sydaey
Morning Heraid, duted 31 October 1888, Jn' which you stata that the
provision of $50 miflion was ‘tnore than adequats, and the financial
impact on thecompany wili not de xignificant’, Do youn reatly think you are
%8?5?80%%?.5&83?&8?8&3«#&?
we told you averything we know'?

At'Thatis the best ontlmate wa have st this presenit polnt bn tinw, The
BGI0, in discusalona with us, uve not disagreedwith us. § doa't know
what pisca of papet yu are velerring to there. £

Q:This is the SGIC own ealcufation of exfeting and fitave Hiad{lities.

AL Wo don't knowsbout it.. _anﬁd»ﬂjn%ummssm__a
eiana and Hars, You can do anything with statistics ...

Q: They ght say 80 can you, _

Az Yea, right, well .., W
ﬁuiggggagwimmsgigg voodoo
mathamatics, the Wittenoom victites back in Parth had fisally coms
ta the end of their repa. Leod by the indefatigabie Roberk Vojakavie,
they Isunched an extraordinary media o:a_pe%,w againat CSR and

A You may not believa it Toan tell you what, a ot of other peopledo

g, RIS I
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threatened setlon that could give the company more than fust a
stinking pudlic raputation, '

Y March, a man pamed Divo Peltiecia nrrived in Perth. Dy Peliic-
¢ia is necratary.generl of the lnfluential Halian Emigrants’ Union,
whith represenie ths interosts of millions of Italinna living averseas.
Dr Pallictia met metnbarns of the Asbesios Dissases Soctsty sud told
the madia that ke wen shocked at the death toll among Italiana whoe
had workad at Wittenoom. Ha pledged his support for  petition to

the Intarnational Labour Organisation in Geneva, for n worldwlide \

boyeatt of CSR produtts.

And then, s meeting of Wittanoom vietims and supporters Iald
plans for beajeging the company’s factorien in Parth, halting ship-
monta in and out for & week. Frenically, they wers loskdng ta the
anfon movement for support, the untan that turned its back on them
all those years apn when they needed protection from the blua duat
of Wittenoom, We have relied on ths Inwyers #nd the medicst pro-
fenslon and the media long snough ., now it's time for us to take
drect action,’ Vojakavie told the cheering mesting.

In all the snthusiasm, no one gave & thought to that Hétle town in
the desert, that ghontly place of abandoned buildings and dark,
sinistar Ming heaps, Whst wan kappening way up there in the bura.
ing Outback? Would Wittanoom, all those yenrs aRer the mine closed
and the miners slung their swage, s2ill be claiming new viectims?

._ The last

hurrah

“Fhere's move {asbeaton} dust footing in the air in St Qeorges
Terrace ..
~ Wittencom ‘mayor’ Prank Soter

1t's not the bits you can see, don't worry about them,’ axys Frank

Soter, scuffing his boot in the rod, granulsr surface of tha sidewalk

¢’ the {nviaibla particles juat floating around.’ He in standing out-
sido his home, a comforiable tree-shaded nﬁ.mw&ai. & short strell
from the Wittenoom pub. in the dust all arcund, glittering in the
glering noonday sun, Hie the bluablack apfeules of asbestos, fike the
plucked.cut teeth of & bitlion old plastic combs. Mave than 20 years
have passed since the mins closed, hundreds of thousands of doliars
have been apent trring o steriliss Wittennom's poisonous wounds,
But still on the fostpaths and the drivewsys, the playground of the
littls abandoned school, the runway of the sleepy Ettls alestrip, -
dendly neediex of asbestos Jurk among the tiousands of tons of
toilings that wars apresd around, In deflence ofthoss long-ago warn-
inge.

Frank Soter is one of the survivers of Wittenoom, the unofficial
mayer, Jocal councitior, Laber Party ergantesr (branch membership
17}, poatman, leaman, Juatice of Peace and banker. ks has o be,
There's handly anyoneelsa loft naw: just 42 souls, a couplaofteadery,

. afow ruwdien from the mining rige down tha road, a policoman, &
. tokenhippie from Carmel discovering karmacut ameng the spinifes,
. and & couple of withered, inehiriated crones with their covan of cats,
. What wasonee a rip-roaring hoom town is now & sad and dilapidated
i plmee. Hall' the houses were demolishied a fow years ago, leaving
. weed-grown conerets siaba, The cinema in shut, the Catholic chuzeh
. & rusting tin tabeinacle, the mata) gﬂ%ﬂ#v ~ the sounds of
i Wittenoom are the treak of old fron and thé; banging of droken
© 1 mhutters, lhas il thescenie sppeal of x drisd dog squashedon
i & fraeway. 4
: ButFrank Sotaris determined to change alt that, For 10 yeara hse
. haa been fighting the Government of Weatern a, pat fust to
. presarva this Hittls ghost tawn, bt to revitatiep it, to turn [t into a
: ' - f :
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fiourishing tourist centre, gatawsy to the gealogienl tranmres ofthe
Hamersley gorges. The government wimid dearfy Uke it {o fust
vanish from the map, slong with the memory of thoss 2000 people
who will die hocause they Hred and worked here; those who will dis
wrotehodly of aabeston dissanes that the mining company shovld
have prevented, and the governmant could have stepped, They
would fikes Frank Soterto be the lastman toleavs, theuns toturnihe
lights aut on this grim chapher in Austyalian corporats histery,

Ha came here in 1950, straight off the boat, another of those fine

young men from poatwar Burepe, Howas 25 yearaold, s refirgee firet ‘

from the ruins of war, and then from Ramania’s persesation of his
native Transyivania Heand his wife and their three young children
were among 2000 migrants crammed into the good ship Skawuguem,
And he was halfway acress the Indian Ocenn before he had any ides
where he was heading. An officinl mustered the migrants and
announeed: Numbars ons £o 150, you are going to Frumantie; mims
Kaumos%pz pibnurse; the rest of you, Sydney.' Frank Soter and

his family wers in the fivst 150, Whon the ship docked in Fremantle,
they were taken to & migrant catop and eventually interviewed by
the employmient olficer. It was really Buckiey's cholce: Frank conld
go and live in & tant and work on the railways; or heconld be & farm
labourer; or he coutd ko to somsa placs called Wittenoorn where they
would give M & cheap Housing Commission homa, and & jeb ina
moine. Hohadn't heard ofasbestos, and ha eertainly had nokiea what
canditions were golng bo belike out thars in the desert, He had boen
working ax an slectrical linesrann in wintry Europe, and often used
{0 a4y to himaslf ‘pleass, God, take me samewhers warm', God ol
vicusly has a sanas of humsour,

1 went up on my own frst, and they put me in ths single men's

quarters. The men werslike ankmals and | veas scared, Ididn't speak
a word of Engliah. They were drinking boer and gambling and there
was fighting al} the time. 1t wea Hie the Wild Wast ... aJt ol themen
had beass reeruited fron the courts in Pecth, poople charged with
vagraney and so on, They were a rough bunch, alt right.!
But Frank Soter landed » ioh driving the ore train that tock the
asbestas in fourdoh truckioads from the mine to the mill, He stuck
at it for six years, bringing his family sorth and mising two more
childron kn Wittenoom: Tt was dusty, all right ~when you backed the
truck up under the chutle, it was so smothered in dust you couldn’t
tall whan the truck was il But it was & job, and [ hadno fdea the

THE LANT HURRAE auq

g?ﬁi&gw&gﬁmg Thirty years later,
ggg%%«#gg&gga

centdinshled, but he's noariy 70 now, Loo old to start & new lifs some-

where else. s gdgmﬁagﬁgw says it is st} dnnger.
ons even 0 Livs in the » Wittenoom towsahip « in fact, he dossn’t

beliove it. “Thers's more usbestos floating in the air in St George's :

'"Herrace (Perth's main thorsughfare) than up here ... (s perfectly
gggg

. But that's niot what the govermnment says, The bazard, of course,
W“Rgﬁagﬂggﬁﬁg 1o rocky residus from the mill

was trewn arousd ihe town almost avery day for more than 26

yonrs, The rouds were murfaced with it, it was dumped on the school
piayground and the hespital carpark, it was at the bush emestrack
where the fatmers cama tn every year for tha plenie reces, 1000 tons
ofitwasused tomakethe sleport, it wanspread sround theyarde and
angﬁa%gwgwoﬁ of the 200 houses in ths town, Neo
maatter whers yut lived, the idea was to pui down a Joad of tailings
{2 your yard 1o keep downs the dust,’ said mine manager Oxzle Alfan
i adoposition a fow years ago. “I'he grase used to grow through quite
woil’ Feank Soter put some down, Loo: "They used todeliver it free ..,
1% wan tike & bonuas for belng & good by
. No one listened to the warsings from Dr Jim McNulty and the

Mines Departmont's ehest physician that the stuff was dangerous;
ot CSR, which happily provided the tailings; not the Main Hoads
Department and the other government authorities that sprend them

arcund the town, Avound 33,000 tubic metres of tailings with their
residus of deadly blua asbestos Ebren avantualiy ware trucked the 14
iiomeires from the mins to the township to be mized {n with the
concrats foundations of the houses, to form the roads, to toat fust
about avery harizontal surfave in Wittenoom, The children played in
F&ogﬁiggwwuzggaag r homes and
shook their bushands’ dusty work tlothes, Everyods in the town was

: sxpossd to1t, a)) 20,000 pecpls who would coms and go over the yoarn

that the gcagigggwgsa oYX
148 desdly revange. , )
Like Vat Doyls, Rous Kgigkgmgmz obls wers just
thildren when their famities moved to Wittanoom in theearly 1850s,
gi?%ugaiﬁignﬁg’o&

playground, rolled around i the yard at homs, 1ks all the hundreds

!

?
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4

of chitdran who wers bom and ralsed bn the town they were regular
fittle duat kids, ‘Practising to be Aborigines, eays ona of ths Witta-
noom gothers, as the looks at old black and whits Box Brownis
photagrapha of her vwn chitdren daubed with dust,

‘The familias moved on long hefare the mina closed, and in 1058,
while he was fogging arcund the foothall aval at the Mt Newmas
mining tows where ha was now living, Phitip Noble felt & sudden

atiteh I his side. That was all it took. He wan a strong, healthyman

=it as & bull® scoording to his father — and aged Just 38, But the
dactor had no doubt about the diagnoain: it was mescthelioma, Nine
months tater Philip Noble, husband and father of two teanage
daughiare, was dead,

Pwo yaara iater, it was Ross Munre’s turn, Munre had moved o
Porth and raised a famnily of four young childean, Fle was working as
& senior English teacher at a high schoel in the suburbe, 4 Jean,
bearded ran with a sirang Christian comenitment. Thad never had
& dey's sicknans,’ e said not long before ha diod. ‘Buddanly, sfler
fnlping my brotharin-Jaw shi some Avniture, T had this incredibie
pain in my cheat ... & fow monthalater, they told mya it was malignant

. tesothelioma’ Mr Munro hoped to beat the diseass with the power

of prayer, but that proved junt an ineffective anthe mers convantional
meshods of medical science. Easly in 1989, aged just 37, ho wasdead.

Roas Munro, Philip Nohle and Vel Doyle are what asbentos aclen-
Hats oall ystander victims of tha disease, They never wirkad with
ashestos, merely comne fnto contect with it in the afy, in the dust In
which they playsd. No ons can aven hassrd & guess 85 {6 how many
of thass most tragic of all Wittenoom victima will sventuaily go to
early gravesin Karrakatia cometary. At the time of writing, sightof
the Wittanoom residents, seven of them who ware children thers and
oo who wan married 1o a mine worker, wars known to have died of
mesathelioms, Robert Voinkovie beligves the trus toll in alrandy
mora than 30, But who ean telt how many more peaple atlit may be
oxposed to the dangers of ashestos dissasa, simply by viniting that
blighted Hitle township? There is, don't farget, 10 known ‘anfe’ Jevel
of exposurs to ths dust of hiue ssheston.

When the mineclosed just befors Christmas 1068, and Wittenoom
Tost its only reason for exiating, the government expectsd an sxodus.
Instasd, many of the townspeople choss to atay. Fn the iate 15708
thers ware atitl 200 peapie there, dsmanding the govarnment kesp
P e pervicen .. the school, the polics station, power, water, They

2T

' Professor Btephen Jones at Nottingham Hospital, He was a..“o

firet fo make the conbettion betwesn women:dying of & 1
cancer, and the fact that they worked in a t%ﬁ%ﬂ ?SQH
sasembling blus asbeatoa pads into gas-tnaks, {Below} One of
the maska, for which blue asbestos and Austraiian Merine wool
wera apecified. (Below right) Arnie Redgate, with grandehild snd
hushand Arthur, One of the test photos of 8 woman whe would
die because she was exposed i blus ssbestos dust in thet faciory,




3

A flylng visit from ‘Ming', Prime Minister Sir Robest Mensias, to
Wittencom, He inspecied the mina and e township which
Commonwesalth and Stats governmenis promoted. {Below) He
would have no idea of the appailing conditions in which the men
waorked, bent double in three-foot high stopes, in that ashestos
mine down in the gorge. .
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Half the miners &t Wittenoom were
iramigrants, frosh off the ship — liks
thess two younyg men from italy .
{right), Many of thew wers 1o return
home o die of the nabesioa disenne

thay contractad. {Helow) Maria

Meacons of Vermiglio {in the Italian
Aips} who has burled a husband and

a hrothersin-law. (Belots, righl} Ferma
Dotti Hved to tell the fale, but is - e
suffering from asbeatos disesse, Here .\

Msaram  w A s ..
[P U ——

g & ee

ke vinita the grave of one who waan't
0 fiteky w Jimmy Preda,
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Robeyt Volakoviz, a Croatian.,

born winer who survived
Witterioont pnd for 10 yearn
headed the victims' society In
theiy fight for justics,
Mr Bill Bennett, chie!
executive of CSR fihe
. zompany which swned
@?&ﬁ;d%&.ﬁ the mine}, For m decade
Cordony', Jehn and m.ogr — g the tompany denisg
the fawyers who rizked the ‘ ) any negiigence, und
survival of Eheir firm to fight o aven today refers to
and defent CIR In 2 serien of J_ avme of the vietims ag
the greatest maxidriala in J_ watingerers’,
Australian legal history, H___ :
ey e y
. e s
S iy v
e 0
‘0 j
ww OSK's shyscrsper
L hedqunriers in
o wvwhnw. Devigions were
”m.ls? made here whith meant
: socm people- would die.
: 4
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Rolf Harris, Wittenoom's only celebrity, worked at the mins in
1848, His health is good, but by eoincidonce kla father died of
ashestonis, (Below) Eric Marver wasn't 30 lucky, he has serious
asbestos dizesse resniting from the tima he warked a8 & isenager
in the mine's bagging mil), (Above righf} Underground, 100-watt
lights locked iike candien in the dust, according to one ex-miner.
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dsfied the government o taake them move, They scoffed at cduimp

» that the town was paved with death,

Beginning In the 19705 - Cod knowa why thay took so jong ~ the
Waestern Australian Health Depariment began ta take dust counta
arcund the township, and they wers rocked by what they found.
Some of the readings ~ particularly from ase menitor at the school
~ wars 20 Hrtes higher than Interastional maxizeom asfety favels,
and anheutes Shres ware delocted as far sway as 43 kilometres from
Wittertoors. fn $878 the peaple of Wittenoom were ireated Lo asother
official warning, thin tirhe from the Stata’s Hoalth Minister, a Mr Ray
Young: ‘Fortunately, the fibre concentrations are low, but not low
enaugh to avold risk to the health of people living in the town, espec-
ially to children,’ he said |

The warning fell on deal earn, The residdnts ke Frank Soter had
grown to love their uakovely littls ghoat town, and they wers not
golng to be maved, The government closad the achool, they threat-
oned to wee the Chiltd Welfars Act to take the remuining children
awsy from their parants, they fasued public wamings designed $o
acars away vialtors, they vefused to conpect any nsw water of pewer.,
They even introduced a policy under which only slder poticemen
wonld be posted to Wittenoom ~ and no ene with young children -
because of the danger of mencthelloma, They lured away arcund 100
famities, buying out their houses and raving them to the ground (at
acost - ta the government, of courss, not CSR « of more thas §1 mii.
lion). But still the town staggered on, poaling roads here and thers
tp cut down ot the dust, 2osmisaioning nave studies that by the mid.
19808 shewed that ashestos potiution wasdown so‘arceptable’ ievels.
Theychossto ignorethefact that therm isno accaptablatevel, nolevel
belowr which any madical expert s prepared ta guarantes thai cancer
may not rexult. .

Grand plans have heen drawn up gver the yenrs for exterminating
tha town, knocking #t down and rebuilding from werateh four or 40
kilometres away from that polluted pateh of soil. At ons stage, &
atudy proposed & new tourint compiex be hullt at a cont approaching
$100 million ~ but that too falind to atiractie buyer. Even the pamas
Wittenoom is enough to send & shiver diten the backs of most
Weatern Australians, apart from thoss ghoutish totirista who ocea-
s{onally knock an the door and ask 10 see the ming whers all thoss
peaple died. ]

>

Thers iz no doubt a teurism potentinl in mwaoo wild and beautiful

.
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$ills where thaemus tic tas about and maavo mollah.mullshe oo
aftar the Christmas raina, it is Wittenoom that is the problem ~ not
the threata of govermmens, not even the fure of a brand new town
down the road could perausds the residents io leave, But why weuld
anyone thoose o Live in such a harsh and inhospitable plave, In
defiance of warnings maore than 20 years aftsr the mins closed down
that they atill ould he risking death? The radloactive polsons that
gpewad from the Chernoby) power station at least have a haif-life~
ancther 15,000 or 20,000 years and the planet will be safe sgain.
Asdestos has no half-ife, an far es anyone knows,

Try teliing that 1o Frank Soter, "We had a problem in thepast, he
says, My kida all played in the dust, and P'd bo lying iff anid F wasn’t
concerned. But we have deaned sverything up now, ity perfecily
aafe. § challenge tham to produce a single persoa who has contracted
masotheticma sinos the minsclosed in 1068, Sosafe, in hisview, that
ke i quites hinppy to have fuis Hetle grandehild living and playing in
Wittenoom, one of four or five children stlf] in the tawn. Thisle an
ides that makes Dy MeNuity, Dy Musk and alf the other exparia
Qovwn by Perthshudderwhen you mentionitsothem. Iitheyhad their
way the town would be wiped off the mayp tomuorvew,

No on# actually is telling tourists not to go thore, The Western
Austratiap Agent-General in London was happily sending inguirers
brechures singing the praises of Wittenoom an recently as 1088, The
gorges of the Pilbara are perhaps Western Australia's greatest tour-
10k sttraction ... & photographer's puradise ... tho scente benvly of
apectacular mountains ...' and 8o on, But it's a differant story H you
winit the Departmant of Regional Davelopmentin Perth: “The heaith
tisk from airborne sshestos Shren to short-term visitors and touriota
in Wittanoom is consldered tabe aignificantiy less{than taresidonts)
... howevear, warnings are given that inhaling ssbestos fibpes may

caUSD cancer.
1t rust bo the only tourist spot on sarth where visitors are told o

keop to the maks roads, wind up the windows witen the wind blows,
pot ko aven tanch the sarapien of asbeatos rock in the Hitle souvenir
shap and, above ali, svoid thoss monatrons dumps of tailings that
litter the Jandacape like Java flows from an axtinet wolcano, down o
the Wikenotm gorgs.

"Those mountaing of tailings, dotted with danger signs, straggle
down ths hillaldes of the gorge boside the rusting, shandoned tolosy
of tin aheds that was once the ashestoa mill, tha rgout viaibls remin.

THE LAST HURRAY 101
derofthedamagedone tothe onte-boautif Irndscape by the mining

# operation. Now there are faars that they alec may be & threat to the

snvironment of tha sutire area. Somewhere batvesen bws and thres
million tons of tailings wars dumped here i thsopen alr, venthering
away, with the reaidue of sabestos fihres slowly leathing ints the
watercourses of the Pilibara, snd airborns fibres hlowing away into
the nearby niatlonal park. The bill to clean up the dumps, ta srect
darn wells to contain the tallicgn and surfuce tha scree with asil and
vegetation has been calzulated by consuiing engineers at 835
million, But who should pay s price to profect the snvirenment?
CSR, the compasy that did the damage in the first pisce? Wrong

Rors's what Mr BI}! Bennett, CSR's chief executive oficer, had to
say when ¥ queationed him sbeut the egmpany’s obligations:
9...?5%&535&?9.%%%?3?"
the Health Departmutst of Weetarn Ausirails saye rapresant sn scyies.
tnental yisk. What witl CSR do to clonn thets up? 1t was your mine, They
are yoour taitings,
A Woet, wea haven't had way dlacusuons with them sbout what's gelng
o be dune there ... :
Q: Do you think you hav €a ohligetion to maka those tuitinge asfs , ..
the townahipfand In} the whole area? It’s golng into the waterroirses and
»on,

A 1dn's know the history of the clomure and the conditinas of clostise.

’ 140 kmow thak whan 1t &8 closs, the government watiad ua o surretdes

the leass 26 that thay tould offer tha mine and the ongaing facititios to
others .., what was ugrend 1o betwoen the government und pursslves at
tha time, I do have ... T4 have to fock st that snd see what the
nrag.gsz,
€ Your arw not prepored i sy witsther or pot you witl! conteibuta?
As Hot ut thin stage, no .. it's £0 issua Kpat 1 Badn't heen amare of .,
In fact, many yoars bafors CSR had bebsn asked 10 oontributs to
cisan-up of ita tailings thet had been dumped around the town, Not
our responaibility, the tempany seid, try the government, And that
has been the therae alf along. mﬁmgnsm% sgenties — Main Rtonds,
ths Houaing Department, the Commonwealth Civil Aviation De
g?«é?%ép%uﬁ%ﬂ?aga?
they should pay, not us, CSR said. It appiied this principlie to
Ross Musira axz he lay on his deathbed. It fave him a token $50,000
for tha mesathsliona he contracted from thisir tailings... and said he
) ‘
f
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should g to the govarnment for ancther $50,000, The government

refiiged.
G P'd like t a2k you bout the adoguxey of the offer of $30,000 to Me

Munzo, who died tha athar day, by the wey,

AxThat was wihial be requasted,

A: Do you ihink that’s & falr offee {or x mon’s Uife?

A: Stater and Gordon mads & reguset for $100,000 for seitiement, We
214 we were prepared 6o pay Mall He waa not an exiployee of PSR o
Midelrs, W said wa wave prepared to pey half, wa made an offer tothe
Westarn Australisn Goveramant to go 5050 it all non-amployee tasis,

Q: But they haven't patd hita another 380,000, or his widew.

Az No, thay haven't .,

Q: Bven a0, i that really s adequate offer?

Az Buk that's what ha saioed for.

Q: { et not i & poaition do disputa that, xad nar is be, becauss he's
dead,

And 8o are other young man of Wittenoom, dsad befors their timie
becauss of CSR's ‘reckless disvegurd for their safety’, for the ssfety
of s men who worked dovwn the pit, for the vafety of (e weman and

. thelittts children who played in the tailings of that mina, But what

doen the company care, that amorphous organisation with, as old
Pronk Bhesken, the former nhira secretary of Wittenoom, put i no
arss to Xick, no soul todamn’, Surely for nlsughtaron this scale~—the
doathnof2000 pecpls, the axtinetion of snentire town - thesanctions
of civii ave are aot snough

Why eren't they eharged with murdes?

| eailed business.’

._ Industrial

homicide
U the bullet takes 20 yeors to hill you, is not called murder, it's -
’ ~ 113 ashestos anthor Paut Rrodens

> i They stood thens i the dock of Cook County Cireult Court, staring

shend without axpresaion, waiting for the sentence. You didy’t need
tobs Einstain to tell that those wera not your ran-of-the.mil) Mafios,
Muggers tr craek dealern from the city w Al Capone was once
king. The three men In their businsss mits and tiss, with their
potished shoes and their fancy atinrneys, wore sxecutives of & Chi.

; . eagochemical company, Film Reoovery Systems Ine, « the prasident
i of the eompany himnelf, the piant manager and tha foreman, But
t- | they wers about to be dealt with as if they were Just common

criminats, _

Throa yenrs sariier, in 1983, & $8.yearold Polish immizrans by
the name of Stefan Goleb hed been working at the Film Recovery
Byntems factory, a plant that apecialised in reclsiming tha stiver
pacticles from old X-vay Blm. Like many of the workers there — tike
C8R's employees at Wittenoom - ha apoka vary littls English, eould

| not read the warning eigns, wez notb told of the dangare of the
* bubbling vata of chemicaln around the plans and had heen {saued

with o proper protectivae clothing. Clolab wan told to cleas out a vat,
He wasinot told that it had contained deadly poissnovs hydrogen
cyanids. Within days he wans sorioualy i}, and & week fater Stofan
Gotab died, A tragedy for his family, but » daath that would bocome
# iandmark {n the United States legal syatert,

The Cotk County prosecutor was appalled when ho losrned the

facts of tha case and decided an an extremely anusuat course - o
' unosual, In fact, that it had never been attemnpted bhefore, He
srraigned the forsman who sent Stefan Clolid to bis dasth, that .

wan’s boas, sad the hoad of the company -on ciheges of murdar, The
sepior managemens of Film Recovery were Smplicatad, said the
judgs, betauss thay knew conditions at the plant wers dangsrous,
Other workers had become previously pauseous and had complained
sheut condittons, } ;

: i
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?&aqgmvgwiﬁn%%n&gigg
remanded the three exocutives in eutody befors delivering hia
aentence. T find that thedenth was ot eecidental, but infack murder
.. the sonditions under which the workera performed their duties
{wese) totally unaale, eaid the judge. Ha sentenced ench of the thres
mon o 28 yeurs'jail, the first time in Atasrican corporate history thet
company managers had hoen jailed for homicids over workplace
negligence. The devisicn, particulisrly since it came st a thne when
the Reagan administration washusy dismantlingoccupational health
and safety controla, sani shockwaves along Wall Sireet The ane
thinkabla had happened. Company executives, important peaple
wholived on Fifth Avenue snd had chaufeur-driven Lincolns, might
ba held criminally responsible for their actions, not just by thelr
shareholders, but by their workers and by tha community at jarge.
What waa the world coming to?

What indeed. R stood tha whole concspt of the limited llability
compeny on its hesd « the soncept of it rather than thay’ that had
ag&ﬁﬁugﬂoﬁﬁn%%apﬁa%ﬁg
Britich Parllament had legisisted into existence the first joint stock
cotapanies in the early 194h century. Ustil that landmark declaion
8%5538%?5%%«3%%%
: onsaé&m%ga#%gﬂowo%ﬁngggm
directors sitting around their polished boardroom tables Thera was
nowhers for the buck to stap, no sres to kick, no scul to damn.

Civil sanctions~lawauitaby damaged consumars—arefins, as far
a3 they go, Anthony Mazzochi, former Jegat director of the 1S Of,
Charaiea) and Atomic Waorkers' Interaationsl Union summed it up
Hke this: “History shows that the lawnxdt is the only sdaquats pre-
ventive measure pgainst occupational and snvironmental cancer,
Paka away the lawuit, and replace it with s compensation schedule
oF some other adminisirative schome, snd you pave the way for
eancay t¢ bocome Jend another commodity to be coatad out .. you
instibstionalise pccupational and envirommental eancet 85 & way of
life.* Fina, and cortainly the stingof the stiilling mey haves salutory
affect on corporats misconduet aroiund the world, in the wake of the
shipwreck of the Manville Sauan«.war But why should moreof thess
canes oot de prosecutad as crimes

Ruaeell zwwzvon.. a Washington DC fawyer who edits & weekly
powslottar called tiso Corporate Crime Reporter, han speat yaurs
ﬁggu%gﬂéﬁgﬁgﬂg?%cs
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honrt of the Wittenoom tragedy, and sll the other grost Industrial
disaaters that have been Inflicted on workers and innocent bystand.
ersaround the world, ‘A man in a three-plece auit step a Manhattan
offics huilding has the petential to (nflict mors vislence on society
than all the strest thugs in New York City combined,” ha saya [n his
definitive book Corporate Crime and Violence, ‘Yot street criminala,

manly poor and black, get loog prison terms for wninor property

crimas, while whits cotlar criminnle can Ax prices, defraud eonsum-
ern of millions, and kil and maim workers with Impusnity.’

Atnd Paul Brodeur, the U9 author of three books on the asbestos
conspiracy, has been arguing for years that the Manvills Corpora.
tion directors and execulives should bo charged dvar thelr crimes
sgaingt theiy workers and the environment, It seemy that for it Lo be
ciassified an criminal behaviour, the killing has t4 bs quick. If the
tuligs takes 20 yesrs, it's not ealied murder, it's ealied businenss.’

Sanctionn, real triminal panctions ke the presecution asd con-
viction of the Film Racovery Systams executives, are no rave thatit's
handly surprising moat Auatralisn executives don't heliove they
exist st all. Manstaughter charges over death in the workplace
oceasionslty have bepn brought tn the United States: the president
of # small deitling company, for ipstance, who waz sentenced to 50
days’ jail aver the death of & worker who war overcoms by fumes
when he was lowered down a shaf!, on the end of a eabls, without &
asfoty harsess, In dnpan, two executives of the chemical company
that pollated Minsmata Bay, cansing dozens of dosths, and more
than 1000 pitiful bisth deformitien, were convicted of Snvoluntary
manpiaughier’. In the United Kingdom, three judges have recently
ruled thet the company that opersted the Spirit of Free Enterprise,
the prosschannel forry that sank with the loss of mors than 100
Hves, could be charged with masslaughter. Sutinthamaln, eventhe
tmos) eatastrophic cases of masa killing in the workpiace have been
punished (if at il by fines, which, of course, are paid by the share-
holders, '

I Austratia, the ides of orhimtus] enforcement of workplece safety
hasnaver sven been tasted, in apite of the fact that, sven without the
awful toll of Witteninom, the country has sne of thejorst industeiat
safety records in the westorn workd Australiana sre mare likely ta
e killed at work than murdered by muggers or lovers, are 100 timea
more }ikely to be fnjured on the job than aasaulthd off it. In New
South Wales Ku.wg.mwsoa&;gmﬁ:_gmg@uﬁu st random
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from the statistics) there wers 116 homicides, and 178 deatha inthe
workpisce; 1388 serious asasults were reporied $o the police, but
thire wers 129,419 injuries at work that required more than thres
daya off - BO0 svery watking day of ths year, more than ona seriouy
accident a minute. Ths homiciden and the assiulls, of couran, are
vigorousty lovertigated by the potics, and the culprits, when caught,
a6 brought befors the courts and jalled. et wo ate anked to hetievy
that, zot & singlo cans of the hundreds of thoussnds of industria)
injurien m year around Australis iz the result of an employer’s

crimian] negligence,

Warkplace safoty in most Staten is Jeft Lo & emell and largely fnaf.
foctive band of fnspeciors fom varicus govsrnment deparinvents
whose prosecution record fs lamantable. Victoria (which hanrecently
ahawn signs of beefing up its Ocoupationsl Health and Safety Act to
aliow for finen of up to $500,000), NSW and Queenaland in recent
uapawpﬁnﬁniagugagugmﬁsg.ag?a
relatively trivial offencen like unguarded machinary, Tho pensities
havae been littla more than parking fines for the compantes invelved,
an average of wbout $200 a time. But this loaks poaitively draconine
' alnpngeide the recard of the WA Mines Departuent, the erganisstion
that was pugposed fo safeguard tha workers of Wittenoom,

As recently s 1980, the department did not initiste & singls
prosecution for an ectire yesr, There was une magisteate’s antrd
fnding. in & prosscution that followed the deaths two years enrtier
of twa woekers at the Kwinana nickel refinery in that State. Tha
company was fiztad $100, and the refinery manager and the furemus
rexpoasidis wers fned $20 on sach of fwo counta of safety breaches,

Literaily less than a parking ticket for breachas of the lsw thet .

sewnited tn tha deatha of two maz, In Tasmania, the Minea Inspen.
tion Azt sctually haa the saeme maximum penatty ($500) for neghi.
gently caveing a persort &y be killed down & mins ga It provides far
using obacens languags underground.

Neverthaless, there is growing avidence that most Australisng
are consing to believe that white collar erite — particularly over
workplace danger — shoutd be dealt with much more severely, And
thera is strong support for the ides that thors i 0o need for w new
oftenes of induatrint homicide'; that the laws we already have would
aliow for charges of manslaughter or musder 2 ba bronght whete
workers are killed becanse of their employers’ reckiess disregard for
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theirsafety. A publicopinlon survey some yerrs agg put work safety
nogligence (acase where A man tont 2 Jeg bacausa hin employer fatled
o guard & glove of reschinery} fourth on a tist of 14 crimen. Pocple
patd & shoold ba punished more harshly than armed robbery, tax
evanion or househresking. Nearly & quarter of the people surveyed

#aid industrial negligenca deserved & fall santence, and ths rest .

thought the fine aliouid be at lenst $50,000.

Aansn whokian apent pome yuars studying this tasne, snd writing
Evﬂ?rﬁ- for povernment, is Dr Peter Grabosky, senior criminolo-
giet i the Ausiralisn Institute of Crimloslogy in Casberva, D
Gratwsky's work supports the sentiments of s0 many of the peopls
interviawed for this book that criminal charges could have been
brought ageicst CSR's executivas and directors of the day - the Val
Deyies, the Klaus Rabensults, sven the fate Professbr Saint, whe
sxid Before he died that be heliovad thave was & cusa bo answer for
murder over {he operation of the mine,

Toro ysars sgo Pater Grabosky, with John Sraithwaits, s sanior

-+ socka] ncientist at the Austeslian Natienal University, and Brent >

Fisan, profoascr of law at Sydaey University, prapared a detailed
submission on induatriaf Inw enforcament for thy Victorian Govern -

: zaanh, which ke all States ke basteally the anmy crinrizal law as
. Western Australin, aven though some operate on so-called comman

Iawe and others have atatute Jaw for homicide, The essence of that
submmission is worth quoting:

| 'A number of commentators huve argued that s fatelity arising fom

a0 employer’s gross disregard for the heaith and safely of employocs

o tedita the creation of & new aifence of industeisl hemidds. It would

spasr, howeysr, that the tew of Victaria, #s it cutrnntly siands, would
readily support the framing of charges for manslsughtat and, a the most
| ‘Although enueder is commonly undarstood bs tnean Bitantisnsl kil
i, the wxisting Jaw of mordor In Victoria I sulficiently broad to
encmpent death arising fom acts or omlsalons of hn ewployer who
pottenses the kuswledge or belief that desth or prievous bodily harm
wral probably result, To support & conviction for mugder, it i not
fecesanyy ta prowa that the emptoyer ad sought £ rause tha employes's
death~ indoed, the emploper may wall have desired that dasth not ootur.
What (2 required i g?%ﬁm@%?cﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ be
furesesn by the employer, and that the death be satued by ihs ezaployer's
f
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"Whes the Victosian Governinent begins to bite the bullet on mmader

En?nﬁ&n%ign%%iw&w?%u

atart to signifying Uie new governmsental wad public perception of the

soricuancas of occupational heaith und wufaty crisses. To have & criminal

Saw, with ts enormeons eysbolle, educative snd motalising potantial for

ﬁugus:i&s%&aﬁ%g!&i?

we that podential, would by remise’

Acts or omissions, gross disregard for the workers’ asfety, the
foreaceability of death — thess are the very issues that have been at
the core of the Wittanoom maxl-triale, nud the company’s guilt onafl
eonnts has bewn spelt putin the closrest and mont unequivocal tarms
hy Mr Justice Kays: CSR's torits subaidiary’s) 'continuing, consciogs

and contumelions’ disregard for its emplayees’ safoly,

That view in siac ahiared by Viesoria’s Law Raform Comminsioner,
Mr David Meal, who srgues that if a3l these standards of proof are
antisfad, theve could be grounds for tharging not ooly the company
but also any mnsger &r execative who had direct conduct of the
gnﬁn»ﬁ:ag%??&ﬁ&g%g%-ﬁ
murder is this: if yon are driving artund and you pegiigently kntck
somecns down, thon that could be mansteughter. If, an the other
hand, you dafiberately deive yourcar ata srowdof peoplo hopirg they
will Jsemp out of the way and you kill saeone, then that would be
murder, From what § know of the cans (Wittanoom) a tharge of
murder sounds mors appropriate.’ The ealy Inpediment, aecording
to Ms Nout, in the ‘one yaar and one day’ ruls, which dates back s
11tk sentury Bugiand 1t means hat in States that still aparate
under commots rather than statute Jaw, & murider charpe cannot bs
brought if the victies dise more than 366 days after the attack. Inthe
days of Queen Elizabeth 1, who could have anticipated the workers
of Wittanonm stalked by desth for 30, 40 yaurs and move?

1 put a1l this to COR's chinf executive, My Bill Bennetl.

Q: An you know, thers have been acmne camt in the U8 iz which
eompanies have fegligentty caumed tha desth of emplopsen, consument or
%gﬁégéfigggg
sugyestod in & submison i the Victzeias Oorornmest that the law as
8 carventiy standa in Australis would aise allow the framing of charges
for mansiaughtar or nsurder whers ‘s fatality arises fomn an employer's
groes disregnrd for an scnployae’s health oe safety’. Wisy would this oot be
38 Appropriste sanchica egalnat CSR over the hundrads of Hivea that will
be lost ay & yesrlt of tha Wittencoms mine?
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| Ar'Wal), Jook, Jat rve Just say firet of it that Mr Justice Rowtand (nihe
gggggegggsﬁsﬁiéc&?ﬁ?
&Eagﬁegsgagaoﬁ%ig%gma
3?3&%9-»?3:??2?33;&“%_&?
of drocklens disregued for the anfaty of the workiores ... s the guestion
yoa asked 1s therefora hypotheticsl, \

| Q Yea, ofcourse, The pofnt is that fa two casen insvolving three people
= two of whom sre in fact desd - you have boen found 1o havs bears
ngligent, My questian really goes 10 whather or ot you foet = elther
epplying to CSR or 10 corporations in geners! ~if thay negligenily cauas
ﬁr&nsﬁkgésgggnﬁgfg
vith manstaughier or mucder, :
i laen Mutton (CSR' Jawyst): .. the tiost likely pormon in these drw-
mances tobe charged would by the manager wha hied dirhcd reeponaibiticy
for tho rumming of the ining, and a8 varicus stages that would be 2 persen
wﬁ?geagﬁggag@nﬁ?&n&hﬁu&g
6 whoth ure now desd),
| Q@ Well, Mr Brown's stlil alive (Kefth Oshorne Brown was ¢ dlrector,
%ugggaﬁ?%?ssn&?ﬁ&.
; Muiton: {12 world have 12 be the person who wea) directly running, se
ppposed io Just eltting oo the beard. 1 youJook et the Bralthenite papers,

- youwillsee that they are focualng on who had the daydo-day contrel of

W&gmsgfguggnagtg&&%
Eiﬁgggggn%cﬁmggs:.
tracted, snd most of them have dind of, an asbeston related disesse, S0t
m.lgguﬁﬁ#aa!uﬁgg%ﬁg auicide if you could
muatain & charge of manalaughtar agalngt tham, in tersm of reneing it st
s hipher point, which is what you are suggesting, that would invalve
:abowing exdpability on the part of, Tet's say, Midales « and that would
i requlre you t extablish knewledge tn hlm (Brown) and tatat dlerepnrd |
i 1 parsonaily, it's my view, don’ boliors that would’be poaalbls.

Q: {To Benmett) What'y your vinw?

A { don't believs it would be poasible, T fact ... Jadge Rowlandy hus
found tha b wan o, - b,
i QeBoitwas pegligenow, but not viegiipenco of2 oo tions.
nasy {0 justiy charges being Inid?

Az ... a8 2 broad cbeetvation, nuthing ta do with thik csse ot ulf, the
direction soclety is heading i3 = with tha wisdom of hindalght -0 baa

: mueasgéiggs?gégg
. ﬁ. .

someone and sesk e componsation from thers. In the United States
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... yots c&n soe the reaction to the United Alsties thlag: 'Christ, who can -— ) w S\— Qm.a g mﬂmﬁm\

we aus, and for how guch?
Q: Wonldn's you, if your mrum had been areked out of 2 hole 1o tha side
of » plans becauae thay negligently allowed & dour to come off?
Aslfthey dig ... theve's a threahold of nagiigenes there ... Shars are o
munnfucturers of Fymoasium eqatpmant in the Unized States, bacause ~£5R chiaf exrcutive offcer Bonueti's descr] :
averyona who han an socidsnt i & grmnesion swos the pusulfsctyrmy of this Wistancom victims MrBil * pHiorolsomeof
tha equiproent .., the genersl propositivn sdvacated by thews pecple, and
the way it b interpreted in court, In that penple won't be prepared to take

iy risk whatsoever ... now (in tha case of Wittencora) we know 20 years %&:Eﬁ_u;rzng%.rzuwang%giags
afteribe event, those peopls back thers were negligant. Who do you bring teriooking Sydney Harbour, Overhinleft stoutder is tha grest grey
# critmina) case agsinat? Me? Is that ressonsble? coathanger of the Harbour Bridge, straight ahed the gleaming
Q: My Brown? - odramic sails of the Opera House, It 1s ajong way from Witteovom,
A:Mz Brown wans director oTOSR. Hewas ot divectly lnvalvnd inthe disbhere s the headquariers ofthe Coloniat ?uﬂ&ngussuuﬁi
sansgement of the eperstion. is where the buck stops - where tha uitimats responsibility Hes for
& Ho was managing director of Midaken, Ha visited tha place ... 154 decislon to send 2000 men to their deathn, The man chosea ta
A: Yaah, but hs was not directly fnvolved 1n the operation of tha mine, explain s My Bill Bannatt,

" Phethingls, | amadirectar oL CSR. Thare are manyef our sperstiona that . He seoma uncomfortable in the rvle. As ons of the most seninr
{ haven's seets. T dosi't know what goen an there on & Saptorday basla, peoplsin the organisation, Mr Bennett's responaibilities are usuatly
Q: Mr Allas, it he hadny died? of amore global nature. Sinon the 19608, CSR has expanded dynami.
Az That's what I xm saying. You wiuld have ta xo bask 0 (hat {evel, n_wmw to become ona Of Australin’a most suscensfef and diveras
Q: Hurely ... }f these sanstions sre logvoked, beth under civil and muitinationals. It has building material factorlen from Florida to
cviminal [xw, surely ths intent of that ... i to fvduce & higher senme of California, imberinterestsin Scandinavis, it has s Rngerinthe cogf
morslity, safety snd cars in Industry; cary ot Just for its shareholdars, st alumininm industries and, of eourss, is still tha biggest sugar
but carm for it amsployees and care fot the envirorusent in oners], ¢onpany in the southem hemalsphere. By the end of facal 1987, jt
A:Yos What!nmsayingistheintanthaggonesofarthat we wre trying was fisting assets of $4.4 billion in & dazen eountries, and had posted

to tagisiata afl the risks out ol our Hves, and If we proceed Jown this route & massive profit of $188 million,
wewitl produs and do rothing becauss tha riak witl be too preat ... {dont | CSRhadbevotiesneof thegisntsof Austoalian industry, the 11th
want to et to the stage wiere the governtaent has egiclated the tisk out Euuamw company in ths eotntry, with 18,000 employsen, and o
of my lifa ant { lire in & ttia 000008 ... shareholders’ regiater that includes muny of Austratia's most re-
1 suppose | should have sskad him whether s conoon veas prefar spectable blue-chip inatitutional investors: the Avstealian Mutusl
abls to & coffin. T did ssk him whether he actuaily had met any of Provident Soclety; the Nationa), NSW and the ANZ baoks; Stats
those people his company had sentenced todeath at Wittenoom. 1did gevernment superannuation funds havs tany of millions of doliary
ask him whether, without the sanctions of civ] and criminal law, & mngwn CSR shares; tha Toyota ear company in'the geventh big-
Wittanoom could happen all overagain 1 asked bim that, and a Job pestsharehoider. Ak the front of the book you tan £ the company'y

Ygg?gggsggg. sta to crests
wenlth and income for its shercholdors’. And tucked away ot
the back of the balance sheet ix Bill Bannets, theproud helder of
35,440 CSR ahaves, »

| Mr Benvett is CER' chiefoxecutive officer. He (g o nent, greving
i . H R

aﬁmganﬁgégﬁggua&»&&
sHice, . .
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ggnowaﬁaiaéu%guﬁrsgﬁaﬁu&w
rises abova a drons, Heis 51 yesrs old and, Mike so meny of CSR' top
peoble, ha lsas worked for the company all his iife ~ sincs 1958 whes
v«ﬁunﬁgga&i«wu&&mﬁisﬁmgg
engineer, Helives with his wife and children iz the silvertall Sydney

auburh of Moaman. Today he is the man sstacted tocarry the can for .

Witianocom.

T eoms wayn, it's snodd chalce, You wouldexpect the spokesmaz
on such an kmpartant issus to ba the company’s atandard bearer, the
chairman of ths bosrd, & man named Kejth Steel, who siso happens,
in a sick irony, to be vica-prenident of the Australisn Cancer Seciety.
But he's not available: ha ba dun ¢o vetire in May 1989 at the age of
79, Tha next most senlor man is COR's chlef executive, managing
dirnctor Tan Burgess. He i1 anather company lifer’ who haa hed #
clospinvelvernent withthe Wittenoom disnstar; hisnameappearson
many of those confidential internal docuraents from the mid-1870s.
Put he's not svailable sither, perhaps shrinking from anothey cos-
frontation 1ike his farnous encouater with an inveatigative TV craw
Tate in 1988 in which he blundered around, plok-faced and sweating,
unable 16 adoquately anawer any of the guestions,

No, we wen't hyve that pleasure. CSR's decision ia that Mr Bes~
natt should fate the music, & san whe wad just five years old when
tha Wittenoorn mine opened; & man who adimits he has not read ofl
the tranacripts of the mazi-trints: a man who hesn't aven bothersd
20 visit the soene of Ehe company’s ‘crime’) & man whohas never met
any 6 the Wittenoors mesothelioma virtims; & man for whom thelr
death agonies are just annther oumber i the compay acoounis,

{ang Hamcock, ot lenat, wan cuguﬁrwgﬁsmannmsma?
formed way when ho was asked about his own renponaibility for the
Wittenoom disaatar, You can't make an omelotia without breaking
gy, he numbled, and detnanded apace in the Perth Daily News in
1978 to axplain what he meant: ‘Before &oaa“ww%« Hm?-wﬁ é
dangers of asbestos, one ahenld remunbet sre
substancas in averydny heusehold nse which ars petentially more
gggc&mﬁ?wgﬁ.g%igg?
axcess, is more harmful than plutenivm. fn the cane of Wittenoon,
the mitie was originaily opstied o that gasmask manufectnress
sould provide s Bitar capsble of saving millions of livas; yel 26 peopla
from Wittenoam Are reported dead before thelr alivited apan, ¥
pnabls & greater puaiber ta tva!
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Porhiaps it wan unrealistie, but | was expecting something better
whan | sat down with Mr Bonnstt ane hot summer's aftarncon totry

| taunderstand how it all could have happened — and why, with its

it nadled a0 publicly to the mast, USR was atill refuning to make
fAiancial amends to so many of the victims. Instend, thers was &
attitode ofstubborn denial; sven with the words of thajudgesvinging
i3 his oars, Mr Bennett {s seaking to tonvines the world thai there
was no way CSR could have forescon the consequences of ita failure
to protect ita workern, Ha fn branding somie of tha victinea ‘malinger.
exs’ and claiming there is nothing really wrong with them, He fs

Hiaming Slater and Gordon for not heinging the genuine cases for.

waed for sattiement fast enongh. He is accusingitha media of mis.
representing the company’s pesition, u:;m;an«‘%@wumgloa.
fAnoce,

i 1t is not riveting copy, hut [t I worth reading the text of that
Intarvievw~tn n form edited to leava out some of the moxt boring bita,
For all hin tedious atyle, Mr Bannett turns out to be the Nijineky of
the pon-anawer, L willnct give you iny of the anawers to the greatost
myatary of Wittenvom: why did CER do i8, nnd how did it think it .
would get away with it? Nor doea it pravida eny hope for those hun.
Zreds of victims, those diseased and dying peonie who wern atill wail.
ing far companeation st the time ofthe Interview. But it will give you
an ideq of what the company would like the worid to think, In & way,
itwasjustihelatestchapter inhaif s ctntury of contempt and cover-
ap that have durrounded the world's greatest Industriel disnster,

i My Bennett is aitling at & round conference table, with his arme
folding and uafelding, occasionaily crossing hislegs and dringing up
‘one of hia pblished biack shoes to rest on the arm of his chair, Sitting
i mt hin alde for suppert is {en Mutton, the company lawyer. This ia

5
Q: Untll gults recently you hrve adoptad & o commany’ poiley an

tequaats for information sbont Wittancots, Why haes you agreed 2o this
- interviaw, and why have you beers chosen wa the spokeeparecn?

Al wekadonleyn! wdvica botn very cavesl shout what we havo sai

. publicly. During the course of the last six oF sight Years during which
| therehasbesn sxignificant amount of Htigation .., wehrve... not agresd
0 meny oceaslons, partlcularly dusing tha coneme of trlaty, to givo any
. interview, Peopla will underatand that poary ofthass gases extandad ever
| maignificant period of e, they wore vory eostly totiin #nd we certainly
&ms&&k&?ﬁdé%&%mggt-aoas
. H : ¥ .
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contampt of court o prejodicing  trint. W also felt thatthe preper place
n which he iasne of neghipanos msd other things wis a.nﬁm!smsﬁa

. courts and not the public peedia,

Q?gggﬁgﬂaggggg&uﬂ
in & public ratations petse?

A: Ft may have, but Judging by alot of the publicstiona thet Thavaseen
there is 3 fair amounk of 'y mind ts made up; den't confuse me with the
tacts’ ... 84 one might have taken the view that sven if you did maks
yourself public people would not have taken sny totice of it anywsy.

Q: 1 pathor from that that you think the media reparting hay been
alantad and unfsfr and dishonnat,

A When 1 asy stanted and unfair, T think there bave been roperts
which are not factunt or which have tendad to maks assertioas which wm
ot supported by ihe facts ..,

G: Okay, a0 why you? Thechdirrann of CSR s Mr Kaith Hteel, he'u been
head of the company for about 10 ymars, The mansging direcior, lan
Burgeas, has been hare nearly 40 years and be has an litimata invelvs.

ment with the history of Wittencom. La 1t that this Iswus i not iapectant

encagh for either'af those to comment on?

A Wall ... chairmen of publiccompanien vty rarely glve interviews on
matiars of real detal], and that's why ... I sxpect that yon sy wanting 14
know the resl detailed facts of thix, snd chalronen don't o thal, They
regard it aa & tervibly important iasus, the bosrd and the chalrian, but
a not something that chalrmen gut Inveived {in)

9?&?31?%3?5!&5%3&3 paat,

A Ho has, right, and he lu overseas st the momend ... 1 {wnn) 1688
twhen) that mine closed, 23 yuars ago, snd to the best of sur knowledpe
thers i3 80 ona wosking on the staffof CSR now whoe had sy involvement
in tha operation &t Wittenoom ... we ave salected ons of the most senlor
poopis i Lthe company o have carriage of 1 from CHR'S perapactive, iv's
not boen the mansging director, la the serse of having the daytoday
carviage of it ... quits sbvicusly he's invoived, the boasds lnvolved, but
when it cornen to glying an Interview ke thin, I'in the mant pentor pamort
Invoived ...

Q: S0 how thurongh is your knowledgs of the evants of Wittenoom.
Have you read, for lnstancs, the tranweripts of the tourt proceedings?

Az haye read a fair ... e mosh gacan ressonably beroad in tha tiven,

Ziven that ts resd the transeripts of tha court groceedings is & massive

undsrtaking, .
Q: Tall e sbout §t ... have you setunily visited Wittenoom yourmelf?
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A: Nao, T haven’t visitad Wittanoum, 10 ... and I'm sot sure that one
would gatn » graat desl of bepofit from viaiking Wistenvom ... boos of us
?3&3&.&3%1?.#3.?55553%

@?gﬂgwggwnﬁgﬁﬁuﬁsgug; .

if Lenn put it that way, that wan the Joan Juosten case, Sitce then thare
haws Desn thees of these maxl-trfals, You now have seven judges,
%?gnzguaﬁli%gt?g% thet
CER was nsgligent, or had a ease to answer, becnuse Bimpwon le cotsing

upior retrial aa you know. Do you unroscrved]y accspt now that you have,

AR & company, seeponsibility for the damage dons to thowe workers?
?igrgn«%zﬁu%gag&m#ﬁggg
pesple, theve is no doubt about that, with hindalght. Wiiat wa havs boen
g??rgﬁggﬂﬁu&n%g Initiaily, 1879,
the At case feund tiat we wrero not negtigent,
£k Tt waa then appeated, #nd Joan Joosten died the dny bafore the
anpenl could be heard,
A:  thought you eame slong bero saying you wanted an objactive
ssdanament frors OS8R ...
Q: Yes, 1 do ...
?ggmgggsguﬁruagig
Put yte own perepective on I8, Ave you hearlag us out ov not?
Q: Pleasa findal your point,
??ggrgwaggaigw??ug
g#&w??ﬁ?&a%é%&«ggnz&
yott ave raining as being indication of guilt, The fuct that something sise
aa gone 12 appeal, you sre sssunddng as indiestion of guilt.
.Qﬁmﬁgﬁuiﬁm&&wggggzgﬂgg
hays lost, wase't thore? .
‘Az Anyway, we wors found not negligent i tha case of Joosten. In the
pekt one that eate up, It did not go to triad, n._arrw.ap:! one of the
théngs wa are anying (s thas) oot onty wetw Ehare & number of cases where
ﬂn?m&o!o:oz uﬁu«&ggntﬁ_&utg???u agmber
of thene peopls did not have & ganiine ashextos-relatad diseane, So the |
nocurdt case, Panatts fale « his name 1a Penetta] eatabhshed thet He
withdraw, Third cass, Sisnpeon. Agaln the udgs fund he &id not
have an ssbeston-related disoase, Now the appant sourt hits said in effact .
g#.?&spg&m .
Q: Wall cotaplets it. Me Haye, Mr Barvow, 5??4«88«.5?&»
E&imﬂ?z&ﬁ
?Enﬂ»«g%ﬁ&s&uﬂ w
: ’ f .
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Q: And you loat all three of those. {ngd) woeizeg thom in othey that I have & fosling that
14 nagligent dosk ot hage our belief, { mean, peopls huve gore b the Q Bo yous Jonow bettay than the courts, yon row better Hin Justion
slectric ehair protesting thelr npecence, The fuct that the conet found Kaye?
thawn guilty did not dange thelr awn view that they were onocont. Az 1 don't Xnow bettur than the courts, right, All § awn saying la that |
Q@ You think you havs been framed .7 tahh have & viaw, Tt dosen’t hiave 4o bn the asimo o2 the Judgs’s .., T ean
A: What | an saying s that i caurt forme a jadgment based o4 the bappac 1o have that visw ... alf of as had not seon tha opmation, wers
facts, you don't pecessarily have o egree with that .. we etill believe, perer thete, brut wa know tha people that ware involved. Wo havs worked
tooking back aver the whote of the ficts at that time, ihiat we were net with them Intimataly ... and we just day oksy, peopls with the wisdom of
negligant, right, Now that's the ease, Wo still believa that, hirdsight, and making fudgments i 1085, sboct what cincumatances
Q: How forsg will you continue te pursue this point of view that you thould hava been ke tn x mineln 1948, ca0 cota to a view. They canomns
have? toishat view, ‘Tha fudge didnt see it A fumder of tha phopile whe grve
A: Look, all 1 can aay ia that ] have talked to pecple bevoived. T heve evidonon didn' sos it. A number of the pecple who et thp e wrets In
read transeripta of avidence. I have jusk gob & fesling, resding everything fayourable tarvns sboist 18, including Dr McNulty, changed their mind in
T know, and kpowing some of the people Involved, that they wees nst 1488, But what they wrots fn $500 waa that things wereny o bad. Thess
people wha would be invobved inn wilful negligance. Right. 1 happen to waTs only Sive tases of 20 Of asbeston-related dlsease, (Quoting from o
know Pail Thomas who died of axheatosis, e wax the ntine superinten- document on the deek): ‘Wo were gunerasly impressed by the heaith of the
dont, T xnew him well, Worked with him in ovs sloerels activitien, Keith wozkforee.! But (n 1088, they asid Us, {11 had known now what § knew
Brown, who was & dicector at the tims, is & nesr tieighbour of psine and thea | would have told thew: that 1t was diaastrous’ .,
& wan of whom | hawe the utmont regasd ... | Q You ere anying that they contdn't have done i3 becauss thay were
Q: But in efidence waas't soceptad, you ses, This ks the whels polnt. goed pecple and 3t was not In thatr charsetar?
Tt ie 508 & Runtbar for you to aka & judgment or e to make a Judgment, | AtThey wouldnt have been witfully negtigent, right. However, a court
ihie is what the omus said., ks found on the baris of wvidemnes submitiod to s, that ws wers neglizent.
A AL T o saying is that I haves Sived sround aod with dr Brows for We bave acceptad that, and we have, with tha insvrers, with the S01C,
28 years and I regwrd hiza as 2 s of sarmot integrity, and 1 lock ab wi have commanend settlemarnt of thome ciaims. Now, let tne say that the
wha ise be &1 in the cowspany. § know Sir Jumes Vernen was invotved SO1C and others did not beileve that we were nogligmt sither ..,
«eethie are people fur whom ta rest of ua or the general commvandty ive Q: How long do you fatend ..,
regarded as peapts of axtraordinasily high integrity, and I don believs A It doesh't matiar,
that having regard to their knowledge st the tire, thut they were wilfully Qo attempting to convines the comerda that you weren't negligent. Witl
nagligent ... - you be fightitg more cases? s
Q: S0 Yrow did you feel when you resd that fudpment fn which Justics A: We may sot, dapendiog on what Is brooght agsletus,
Kaye nadd that tha company had a eantinuing, tonacioss and enutamsli- Q: Ho you bave made no declslon whether or not you are geing b
g&%?&aﬁg%tgv_nqﬂggu%g conteul in court any tore cases?
edght have had & breinatorm er gons mad? Az No, we wre setsling daima a2 the mousent, v
A: Mr Justion Rowland sume to the complately oppeelte view, My Q: Yo srs setiling clalme bow. Now, 1 don't think that yhi wenld deny
Rowland, in the Heys and Barrow case, came 1o the oppoaiie view. that more than 10 Jears ago thetw was gidta & strong withia
& What do you think of & judge who cen tuske such s strong Snding CSR [teelf « when the first Wittarcom {claims} ceme o Hghe « thet on
rpeing your coppany? . morel grovixs, setilament should be offered, and on lngaligrounds even
A: Losk, it doaen't worey me, § doot think about that. All  sam saylag then it was acoaptad that you may wall lose any cases that exme 1 cotirt,
{8 that § Bave s gut fool, right, based ot knowledpe of Eh people involvad Nuw, why waan't that advios takan then? { _

TR ————
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A: Bocaitae the ciroutastaness ot th tima wars that there was other
advios centrary tothat. What the ‘60 Minates' poople picked up was (that
there was) 8 view of sorsie people in CSR ..

Q: You are talking shout Mickas! Gitl on Business Sunday’, ars yout

A Yoo, Thera wan apparently some memorandutn gelig around, fam
not #urs who yas the author sfit, but Tesrtainty keww that u febiow calflad
1 think Normapn Irving's suzae wes on jt, and be was in & worken'
sampenaation dapurtmant at thattima, There was also the penersily held
opinlon - because hesr in mind that st that tine Sir James Varmon and
othote wers ntill sctively invalved, golng back 16, 13 yeats, were saying
ook, wa atll helisve we ware ol segligent’, Thw SGIC belloved wa wers
not tiegligent, They weraour lnsurers, and they were taking the view that
w showld coatest that fase in 2wt

Q: Wall, i€ shoe documents sre scoaptad ax batng accursteracerde, one
of thetn showa that your swa mansgityg divectar, fan Burgess, wan saylny
that theve wan & meral cane for these peaple to be comperisatod.

A: Look, he admits that that was & viaw he beld as & funior persan in t

the company st that tima, He will admi that. Ha held that vlew, There

ware others argund boking a3 the sxros thing who held a different view, m

: o the mersd argurment was overtheown in {faveur)of tha economic
argaznenk?

At No, 0o, Thare was & whols mix of things go aronnd, you knaw ...

Mutton: There was alas & requirement by tha insurers that the
matters et ba asttled.

Q: With hindsight, woald It not have hees cheaper for the company «
tena of millions of doftars chosper - to havs settled tha caren wey back
then? And it wonld sarely, wouldn's it, have bean more hmtains to the
victims also, ihe pecple who were sflewed to dis without a eant of

" omapensation ae their exses ware about to be heand?

kangag‘.-

Q: Just from an economis peind of visw, it would have heen chenper,
urely? -

A No, 1 don't think 80 ..

Q: Tho SGIC thea sstimatad that the maxtavsm payout would have
besn $33 reiition ..

Az It thers was wr oaticiate neade hy 1677 then £at articate woald be
wrrong today on the basis that there windld have boss now cuses. There are
new canes coming frrward ... the ecanemife argument about setiling thes
was 50t something that ons does. You don't settls ifypst ek your insurers
believa at the ime that you s not tegligeat.
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. @ But whataboutthe moral sryument? Why did that gt thrown sway
along tha track?

A Well, |t dide't get thrown away. { think from my recolischon ..,
bearing in mind that up until 1960 1 think there wers 18 ennss of

; anbentoais, mn ...

Q: That you knew of, Of sourse many people juat slipped through the
net and wore never sowa agatn, |

A In 1958 MeNulty wrote that the sheenon of » yeaponse from the
workeca concerned ‘Suggeata that there tannot be much dlaabilicy, snd
the urgency ef the pradlam has loasaned now that the new mii! is ia
sg‘...fgwéu;gﬁqig?.;xﬁ
eonditions’,.. thinis McNultyin Teosmher 59 ... Back aven in ES55, ifyou

" gpgggsm%%&uﬂvgnﬁlnﬂm&

officer weriten 2o tha mine manager ‘with faw sxceptiona tha health of the
workers | exarsined at Wittamoor appesred sxcetfent .., by and dargs |
was favourably impreased with the working conditions, but ! feef that
there [¢ & particular probiems with s partienter hazend which has not yat
Dorn fuily remiediod. The tranafer frum the ofd to the new mil} has
remcved someef tha eryency’, Now, ifynu wers the pecgls then, womid you

. ‘have felt that by continaing to eparate the mine you were wilfiliy

P AL A S - Svrhrrd 3 v W Asrrrrra s, £

- M AR A A 7y v

| pegligent?

Q: This i o1f vecy selective, and what  don't think Ia productive is for
ko throw bite of paper at ssch other, barmuse you are sy sware an T am
that the follewing year MeNulty was writing to Rennls saying ‘wa have
got a tarribin problem heve. We have & case of masothwlioms, mon sre
dying, the compatty st do somathing about 1¢ ...

Az Eacvept that, buttreading om ancther plece of saper) .. Profsesor

i Warren, the professor of pathelogy at Prinee Heney Hoepltal: T8 1 not
© wppropriatetofudgedingnones and decisicns mnds with 9602 Imowledge
1 Eainigtzgggwi@vg%_:a

1988, Now, Hust think thas, standing back onit, and beading everything,
that poopls have got the wisdom of hindsight now,

Q: How mueh has this iitigation cont CSR, hawe you got any entimate
#2137 Thero are some setimaten of $6 20 10 million, ls that serreet? And
would it net hive been better i§this money had beay on the vickims
ather then mating & few barristers ittt

ArWell, 1 don'tthiok that's happenod, the atter Onehasn
fiduciary na weil as amaral duty, ss s divectoraf ncompany .., they (CIR's
directors) carae down to tha visw that bused on alf the faformution
availsbis to them, and based on the viaw of thelr fusygers, thay wars nat

' w .
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nogligent, right. Now, mure, they falt companaion for the peopls snd
applind money throvgh the Wittanecss Tyust to be halping people, fn
scdition, af courss, and this is what ie ok commentad on, 1a that all the
peopis that had made elaims, were receiving seanpanastion vin the
ormal wezkers! compenastion grosedured, it wesn® as it nave of them
had any balp ...

G Is four yoaze pay adoquste compursation e someons who loses his
1fa? Phat’s all workers' comyp. 1a, even today it's cnty $76,000 o $80,000
« the buttom lina 1a that sorse of thees mesathetioma pationts received
four yoaty' pay for their ives, Now, that's hardly adequats compensation,
teit? |

A: 1n whoee view?

G {n thelr view.

A In thale view? You, P'm mwre. Int the genernl community visw in
Auatralia, that's thecommualty standsrd. Now, we'd ali like it o b teere,
bizt a6 the othar hiid wé 21} belleve in peyiing lowar tikas, ind buying
groda snd services At lower prioss, Wa sll believe fu penaral sconoay, und
particular expenditura,

Q: The piaintiffs’ nwyers axpect that thay will have to continns thair
catipaign in the tsrts ut Joant throngh 1589 ... bow teudk fonger does
C9R intend to'fight on, how many millions more are you golng to spend
on thla titigation?

A We bave 1old you, we haws told tha pecple .., that we are prepared
16 tompenants geiwine 3oferers th serondanes with the siandaed procs.
duros for compennation in the courts in Westera Avatralia. Now, 2 of
today wo re in dinciasatan with Siater and Gordon, What b the novmad
procedure la that thare is & medical examination, There foflows & review
of the claim based on Jout earnlnga etc. eit. .., wo have o far had
discusaion with them Lt respect of 20 cisin; 59 have sofarceme forward
snd submitted themesives Lo medical axamination. Somea have not, and
&éﬁ—uaﬁgu&u‘g%‘g%lﬁkﬁ%n
thampelves 1o & medieal sxaminatian, snd we suspoct, always have, xnd
1 think Slator and Cordon wil acknawiedgs, that a aumbor of thoss witl
fai, In §9 (cnnen) we havs had ssseasmenia and previded offers s 59 of
thasa, 41 10 Sister and Gordan, and 10 to Tayloe and St Bight of the
clienty of Taylor ard Sassrt hava soenpted .., 15 of the Hiater and Gordon
tiontahave aooaghad so far .. wo are continuaily talking with thesn, Cus
philosophy in Lhis nthat, nusnber ose, we Are dealing with sl those where
tiwrs s aahort life sxpectaiscy as fast a8 they can bring thers formand, and
we have settiad alf the knows: masothationssa cusen, be thay grw T8 of poet

—r—— ——— A AN v gAY A v me— v
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59, Secondly, we can only desd with clalane hrought 14 va by Siater end
Gordan. There are 250.0dit thit we know writs have been Isaued, but we
can't deal with thera unii} they bring forward & clalas They are snawed
under bringing forward cinime 16t respact of thosa peogls ... ]

Q: The point {s that yiva offered Yaxt October Lo sole thees cxses at
expeditiosiely ax possihle nnd that was widely iccepted at fnoe value, The -
fact i that since then only somsewhere between 20 and 30 of thoee §46-ocdd
daims havelnfactbosn settled. Oreofthe ressons why the balancs hasn't
been satiled fs that your offers havs been yegarded 2# Inadsquats .,

??tkgﬁwﬁggg%&sxgﬁ&
Barrow which s the peooess that- ggcimamnsﬁgg
making offers Lo these paopls . gﬁgﬁv&ﬁs&agg
gm&%ggaﬂmggﬁgg@%
pain and sufaring,

Q: Let' not be Lo tachnicnd. Most of the dispote b shoot the amount
Sffered by way of genera) damages, thiz(a for the patn and euffering of the
peopie involved. And the atateronnt wwﬁo&a?wg?&,% are are
inadeyuats,

Mutton: Tha offers are in line with the court exiteria,

G All right, the courd criteria are inndequata, 1t domin™ maitar. You
are the ones who sre paying the bifl ... In the Heys Bavrow cune, Juatics
Rowland commented on cortain mising CER/Midates documents, which
uny Bave Chrows move Heht o the company’s Imowledge of the dangers
ﬁ?%ﬁw?gafﬁgfﬁiglﬁgg

We zggkﬂnﬂiqgmﬁgsg&img
Fuaka thew available?

A: Welt, look when the Htigstion convmensed, alt the documents that
ware in QSR/Midaico/ABA'S possossion wers handed owee to Robinson
Cox w ?%Egsgggggigésﬁﬂw
peogle within CIR or Midetoo o7 ABA .., 26 no stage Aid either CSR o
Eggsgﬁgrgmunggwf datermingtione
{hat theirexternal soliciiors madeconoarning doumants tobe diseovared
ioa Yot oo 2y Lhai tcggﬁw%g% rolata to # peviod
Broe 1 E?w&gn&?#%&ag@iwngg?
eial srgantsation for Bles to be sort of Jooked at course of va
8343?5?.33 Took, theew il that out. Vs frvelavact”,
- Qs Yom think that's whah happened? 5t was just chicked away?

: AVeu ... whet you can do, of conrve, is keop storing thoes things and
fltimataly you'll end up having the showground to hold the documents ...
thereinaprogreasiyseuilingof thingn, whith may buess dut after the svent
: - f .
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well down ihe trmck to have been {mportant Socvmenta ...

Q Are you worry thess documents ware threywen away? Or sre yon
Dappy. Do you think they wini)d huve showm that CSRin fact was more
cavetul shont tha healih of lx workers #3 Wittsnoam, or 48 you thdak thay
would have shown conctualveiy that it was more negligent thenis koown?

Al doot know what wes in the doconeate ..

G - 't it atretching credulity alraont fo bresking peint to weoapt
that they wars just chucked out?

A:Hfit wagthaviewthat a1l documenty whatsoreer should be held CSR
weuld have a storeroom the sive of ibe Sydoey Criekat (iround.

Q: Okay, 50 you sre saylng that this is st o Watsrgate, and thers ie
a0 mysterious gap on the tape?

Mutton; What happered was that porhape 85 par cont of the docys
menita produced ware docutaents that were sriginaily held st Wittencors
o whe the Cornallus Mask cane cae about the direction wuilven that
note of tham wan 16 be destroyed, nothing wes to heppen .. *

Q: 8o soma had boett destroyed prior to that?

Lutten: Oh, whan they closed the mine dewn, there fs evidanos adaud
many docwunents sizmply belng burns.

£3: Just brrnt? Thay bad s bonfire, did they?

Mutton: Prenciably.

Q: O this queation of the expedition end sies of tha offers, T inter-
viswed Vai Doyle (nJanasry. ?Ewﬁgfﬁﬁ%%
ggwwsigﬂnggﬁgaﬁgg
Siod without sny tompensation, What would you liks to aay ta ber fatily

who you are discusaing the rasscns why thene offars s not being tads,
ar art being refocted?

A think ane has to diatingulsh between oney thet bad & legitimate
claim againgt CSR ... scma of them, 1iks Doyle, had no employes
%&gP%wggggggg
prought a togal chaitn againat CBR.

Q: Shs cidn live long encugh bo test that it the court, did ahe?

A No, what | am sayisg s that those peepla, its doubtfid, We bolievn
that they would have had & much greater chance of ruccessfully dringing

& claim nyaioet the government if they wers Wittenoom residensa or
employses of the guvarmment, Now, we did make a propoes? 09 the
goverament that thay should scknowledge thuk they had an obilgation to
competiaata peosle, particularly the seriously ill people, and they Have
ot aXeT & view on that. But when people have made & divect clsiom to us
far sovupensation ,.. wa have ginde an offer, axgratia ...

A wre—fr srvriue N =i - -
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Q- You s make Mrs Doyle an affer, did you?

v Az No, we didn't, becanaea thay didn't come 5o ua and gak forops ..,
R So yuu, were prepared to Aght that, ta contont that rean {0 oeast?
Mutton: What we wanied 2o do was contest the third party proceed-
ings, that's the real isaus i sl of thiy
&: 8o, wiat world yust sty 0 Bor fansily? Yo shocld buve miede &
clalm?

A You nvﬁaigsn%ooﬁ.

Q: There 1a the eane of Wally Sitepaon. Now, he has been battling
through tha eottrts fr peasly threo year i an stiomit 1a prove thal he

i thecnedicn] advisers would patsubmi dhemtecives

bad hung demage from hia Hme a3 Wittoncom. 1t ix golng baek to trisl on :
: appeal. Why sudject this uvan i3 the sriae] of yob another trin? it oot
i why not make him & reascnadin affer now?
?gﬁwggygisg thought whatin
| thaheliis Slater snd Gordon dotog bringlig oo thia 84 & rajor mileatore
| cana? The avidence that wa hetieved would bs accepted by & court would
i abow that it was highty nnlikely that ba could demaratrata that bs had
20 anbenton-rointed disense. Secondiy, the gensrs} loeling was kst be
i weontid 1ot be & good witness, ba would pot be a reliebie witnasr,

Q: 'Well, yous tiads yure his evidence wan severaly chailonged,

Az You, But | mean the thing is that he saisled Slater and tlordon on
. hisesmployment history nnd & pumber of things, a0 we befiaved that was
. scameihathadinbefonght. | mesn, youdon't pay ompennation ts poapls
i Uhat yoo Deliave, Lo use & blunt tarm, sre malingerers, You do pay it to
~ pwople ike Hoys and Barrow ., ﬁm&n»&uéaﬁmmg.ggs

we'd say ‘you, they sre peticine gufforers’,

Q: Do you think there are & lot ot tandingsrery atnong thoes claimants?

A Wéll, wo had Mr Panstia fele] whe wae ths Bt one, whoe was
diagnossd, and wacontested that, nad he withdraw 22 thabanis then that
fta the stand

v 10 categorically say: this poracn had aabentosis, Wa Bag the visw thet
inuwmggn fali into tha eategery of poople wha the canrt would not
bold had an sshoatosrelated discase ,,

Q?%;gfnéwﬁﬂaggoﬁs apponl.
The original judgnerred. Itia going ingotoaretrial, Nhw, yoy have sgroed

b gottia & bumber of $hane casss, why not ssttia Me S paow's now? Why
put bim through that ardeal of e conet? Ha ave you him therm with
his oxygon bottls ..}

A Yenh, g»mmfiggégng
wa've gt 2 Aducary duty toours §§§8w4§. . yous don't

o b and JBR B s ainciuibie o vy v

T T . -y
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opets Bandors’s Box Dy agreeing to pay peopls whe you dont belteve, and
wanhavenot yet tatabtistued s genrdios direnm, e srsguite happy topey
Sut ihe onas that will satshilsh themselves ...

Q: It they wisl acoapt your offer as adequata?

A:Yeak ... s ignificant number have noespted sur offers ... it casy be
that u satnher of thees people who have tome forward donk prem on
through even subsmitting thesmseiven to s further madical sxamination ...
if thay dont, wa can't in conaclence compenaate them ...

Q: So you intend to contest Sitspecn when ik cormes back to coni?

Mutton; Wall, its & matter that has been handiod by the BGIC ks that
cuse, that’s cotslde the areasgernants that sxist,

Bennett: ... thers may be, and there soctns 1o be, some pecple sayiong
‘cheat compliaing; fow spots on the X-my; worked with CSR; asbestoala’,

Q: You hava approaching 100 pre-'55 enses snd spproaching 200 posts

%9 canes thal we know of in Avstredia, There 1s a disputa between CSR

and SCIC aver whoee reaponaibitity it tato pay up, i indeed you ars found
segligent. Now, when will the dinpute be resolved, and Ia it fale n,snms
clsinmntashould be kept waiting? Why don't you cometa an arvangement
with SQIC undaer which, witheut mdmiaston efTiabllity, tha ssonsy is patd
over and then you go 4 eoust Eater to Aight out whose respensibility it is
to et the Anal DIlt?

A: We would obvicualy prefer Shat ... we are tn discusalon with SGIC
sbout baw it would be handied, but it is our dosize bo proceed that way,
But on the sther hand, wa catinot in the cireurastances take any wetfon
that projudions ssar petential Lo recover menoy from the BOIC ...

{Atthlastage there was L dincusalon o the eventisal Wittanoee toll,
and CSRs Habllity, My Bennett dentad the toll woutd sventualiy be 2000,
and insistod that CSTtn exticnats of §50 milllon by way of somperisation
was honast.)

AL Qur internst it an informed eatimats, the hoat we cande, [cant ses
that it does 1a any good to deliherately undemtato a Habitity, Wiry shonid
wa? What have wa got to gain from it?

Q: g!«?%uﬂu%%ﬁ#&.g
pany, s had some falcly bad pobiicity the last year ot two.

A Tihink iPs had some excellont pabllcity in tha last two years ... ws
have kad our own people have A Jook, we have consulted with Tota of
posple, ... that in our heet eatimate of sur future Habitity, the experience
of § 088 backs that up, Secondly, we havanct had no farax I sz Kware, arty
reported confirmed instances o pow naboxtosia ko thelast your Obvicualy

If thane aro going ks be 200 between bow and the yesr 20C01ha HANMRC '

about ~ the boltom Jina pryout?

miilion),

eetimate was in fact 500 new 2osem of sebagtonts ap to the your 20201 ..,
U nverage sgs of the pesple warking thare was 35 in 1966, By the yanr
gggtﬁggg?‘«gawfga.

o"dip.a-ag?gmalgu%??nimw&gg

A: You were just asking me how we caleulate. You weve trylng o tall -
@ggdﬁzﬁgﬁ?_ﬁamﬂotgsi.ﬁqﬁﬁs

Q: No, Pt trying 1o tell you that SGFC eatinetas the liabiliy, I dont

have s view. 1 am telling yos whik people you sxy yuu helisve In estimate

_.m"nr

A ¥ you had ta gat 8o & Agire of that sum, you would ba making e
wrong sssumption that there woald be any sconomde Joss,
- Q: Bo BGIC has ot it wrons. The NHAMAC tsam has gok ¢ wrong,

And CSR haa got 14 right?

| A All L am pelnting sut fa that some of thass people who have made
?ﬁﬁmn&%&gﬁ%&aﬁwgggi?&a&
%v@a?m% that warked nt Wittencom ,.. wlec, haviny regard to ths
s ofthe population afthy peopie that ave Inft, bt ia alss highly ikaty that
gfm have died of sctne ather cansa ather than meecthelioena at that

tina

mohggggggx.sgﬁg?ﬁg

%%%gggpmﬁsiﬁn&g?
gm#gaam:ga&g#ﬂ%g!gg%@?n&
gsigﬁo%gfﬂgggugg?

tepnzhint

| A Wittenoom wan nof s company tewn, Wittenoom was sdministared
esinplatoly thdepandantly of Midaeo, Midaleo did net spread sniy of thoss
{atlings in the tovn. Midaleo did vet seal the yonds with the tallings, the
DrprrteentofMain Roadsdid, Midaloe S sotoart taliings and pr3 twm
on the achool, the Department of Education did, ¢

o ws Bust SR provided the taflings. CSR Imow what was going on,

A Yoah, we knew it was going on. But ws do not beliows wa had the ¢
primary respennibility in respect of those tallings, ..ﬁ.w.

ﬁ"??ggu&.rgéwqg

A: Youh, ... shonld conteibute,

@ﬂaﬁ.!ﬁ.«agggguﬁnﬁ

Hays you suid ‘wo'll aplit it 5050 with you'?
A: Yoo, yos,
Q: What have they sald?

.,gr__&env_nw

m_
!
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A "Wo'll conaider it’

Q: Thin ts Peter Dowding, the Labor Praater we are talking abeut,
What do you think of his attituds to the formar vesldents thers, and
existiog realdonts, for $hat mattes?

?ﬁs«fﬁ.sgn&gwg.xug%ﬁ#”ﬂﬂ%
Auatralia, have hnd since this lasoe first azoes, Becasise not only do they
have a problem with thelr ewn sevployees for which damages wre duing
uaﬁn&.ggc%uy%gg&%i%;
They bave » problens thet sffectively the gomurument over there has
massivs shortage of fatds, My gues 1s they will probably aay ‘we'd ks
88%!?#335.»‘5&3&.&&595&&
the Rathwelie debacta will go right through this whole thing. My feeiing
is that they probably feel that 1t would be poiltically dasirable to sarpesn.
ants the ra Doyles snd cthers, bui st the momant thay are prebably
Smgga.ﬁiﬁﬁsagggiﬂt-gs?#
what Pandora’s Box is openT

Q: Thera are'stitl 42 peopls living tharw .., what's your view of the
msa._olg%?mﬁ?igoa%#gng%

cantye?

A are afily.

Qﬁ%s«gngaoﬁiaag would 1t?

A:Yash... from whatwe knownow ... thlatragit .. what wesresesing,
and the big probles thak pople sare dying from, ks not what Dr Erie Salnt
projected ., %?gggégﬂ%g
%n&g%a%«w&uﬁ-ﬂ 4 bit of & cheat
preblem ...

it, a4 khrew cases have shown, information that eould have corvected that

misapprahension,
(Wa discussed CSR's Hability for clsning np the ssbeeton tallings

dasmpe at Wiklanoom.}

Q ?g—ﬁ-ﬂg&wggn&c&a.ggwg avuifabls io .

Q: 1n your latest annus] report, you acknowledpe that you huve been .
joioed an & defendant in 101 (asbeatos canes. Consideting the Jarge :

quantity of {CSR) eeddalita that was shippad 16 compasies in the 1US,
and the fact that o Inwysr slens states that she has Joined you in 500

sctiona and intends to proceed for default judgment, ls that statement

stil] semsrate, and what provision ahonld be mada in the company'’s _

accounts for potsntial damages awnrds in the US?

Al .., the statamant that we made in the annusl report wes acasrate :

a8 1o Lhe facts known At tha titoe. The secoted thing is that we beflevs that

Emsnagéaa

gwﬁfng?r
;A Pm talking abaut peopis within the Mines Department snd the

mrungw%maaﬁ who did et deaw the maithr to any Nighar
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stthisatage, andthieistakinglegatsdvicainthe 15, that therafana need
9%3»8&139«%&&;%9#
Q: When you say In ynur statsment that 101 {5 csrvect, haw doos that
gel with statamants to me from US Ia awyurs that there are many mors -
weits that hava deon taken cut and eorved? .
Mutton: Theve taay be a q&aﬁna&aagsa?%za .
aved .., for argument’s saka, writa that have iasued i 1850 asd heve
boun settied for whataver reasons kre ot Curvent writs ...
(We giﬁ%g&g%gﬂg?g
with marder,)
Bannett:,,. pecpte aacept rie ik, they want ic sccept ressonable rinks,
!&gz&nggggggn&ggmg_ dan't
axorcies & duty of nre thon there shontd ba redies dad legal snnctions
tirainst thems ... and [ acoept that ... and Toeuat an any that in this company,
méfzug%a?ﬁzsﬁaﬁ%mng»ﬁ.gsqi&
tonsclence now than probahly any other company in Avatratia ... but |
[ruoea that there are a fot of people wha trrn sround and sy there bist for
the gréos af Ged go I ... if the people who tow turn round and say how
g#tﬁi#%?&%%??é%?
s« At tha tite, Ifthey ganuinely belisvad shat condltions were bad,
#!E_mgw-w» # lettar to the Promler, or Lo the peneral mansgorof
GSR, and the pixce would have bean closod down, What did they do? They
giazaod lottors back and forwards betwoeen thorssclvon ... 15 yesrs iater
cﬁw!&un!bag?

Q: Now fusta _ﬁ_a_»a.uus minida, Your own comipany’s consud tant
ga Dr Reanin, wan told 1 the dleaswst and moest nnmistakalile tarms
» ow T don't want Lo m-fight all these

b g&@i%!& 0 the Hoalth PDlpartinent drow the
g ¥ to the aitention of their Minlstor, whe deww it 60 the sttention of
the Miriea Mintater ... ?&u;nfunﬁ:r?ﬁsinugg jia
mw&&ns ggnggiﬁgim your
fﬁgbiggggsa thare tha himse
o 178 you rastly saying that back in 1948 when Erie Sajnt mads that
paport about the impending asbestoais disaster ot Withenoom, that the
prernment ahouid have shot it down then? :.

Az In 18482 No.,

wanthat

m_
T




i,

188 BLUE MURDER

@ 1n 186027
T A [ wouid heve aadd that fooking huck now with what we kaow, the
Wagner report 1 the defiaitive step ... wo 1t 1963, the professionals at the
time were dehating what the Wagner veport maatt, Now, I don't kuow
when it should have been shut down, My guost is o tims betwaen 1963
nad 1870,

Q: Arenr't posple entitied ta sy that this is azn sheciutaly wpecious
statapwnt. CSR was by & positian to kow ... about ashentonis, it knew,
Abeut cancer and shout weasihwitoms in the esxrly 1960w, The mine
oontinued opermting unti) 1984, for foor years after you kmew ihe
gﬁ?a&%%r?&mﬂg%ﬁwg«ggg
He the govermment’s job?

Az We'se looking st £ with the wisdorn of Musdsight ..,

§: No, Yuture'sight. o talkiag sbout F9E2.

??ggmwtﬂﬁs%&gxg.gwg
But what we ate also ssying In that muny of theee things operais
elfotivaly under oencs from the goverament,

Q: Tall zoe, why Sidn't you ahut it dewa? it was loalng you saotwry for
moetk of the ysars it was operating ...

A: There were lota of pressmens to kesg 1L going.

;' Who fiom?

Al The governmmti. The wirkers.,

Q: Have you got any Socomentation on thha?

A: 1 don't have any o,

Q: What do you think i genersl about the etfictivensss of those
government watchlogs that werw meposed 6 ensare thei CER waa
epersiing safely? Now, a5 you pow very well, your after yesr, report after
report about the aspalliing somditions st (hat mine, and yet thay did
nothing. What does that say sbout our regutatory suthoritien, about thelr
ubility to keep sompantes EXo your ows 1n tine?

A AL R cass mayin, mod § goover and over and gver it there wew s rangs
ofopintons at tha tins, and some of the axpertaahifod helr opinicn: they
wrots that it was finaone tiven, and than they wrots that it wasappaiting,
and then back sgatn to fine ...

G: What you erw saying 1s corvect, but the welght of evidence neceptad
by ihe conrt was that theve were more vevorts saying that conditions
thare ware had,

A What we ave saying (0 $8ag ., onca tho fudge hag decidod, kas e the
windom of Solomon and absuld nens of na ever kold any point of view or
svor belisvs there wis credenos tn one view or the othee view? -
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+ Q:But what doss it say about cur wetchdogs? The Mines Deptistment

: was supposed 10 maks sure the mine was sale, We know now i wasa,

- The Heafth Departusent ia supposed 3o niake surs that the heatth of the
workars was aafe. It wasa't.

A: With the wisdom of hindsight we know that & Jut tf the wetchdoge
were Dot satisthetory .. there'a the Dalkea Shisld, there's many other
things, thore's Thalidomida, many osthara,

G: When it’s amﬁmaﬂgagnigg»?gﬁg
reaily to prevent CBR te some other company seeing sh oppartunity to
wmake monay, ignors the dangers to iis workforcs, ita neighbiours, its
conaumers, a0q for snothor Wittanoom 16 happen aft owwy ayuis tomer-
row, Would that be possible? .

Multon: Yo, ;

i Bronett: With the wisdor of bindsight, yee.

P QuWalt, whatabould webedelag shout this? Obvioasly mur watchdogs
i are not eifective.

{ A:Na. a?zﬂaﬁq_#wgnia&&u.ﬁm?zrg

Efaggggggiégg
peapie are talking ahout croasote,

: Thay e sla taiklng shout Shregiara,

A: They are talking about Sbregiass, right, At the moment the
consensus of madies] experts inthat Shreglass fasafs, satisfactory ... bud
thede are & faw paopls nibbling acound the edgew saying ‘wall, thers's s
little bit of doubt here, In 30 yoars time .., peapta will Jaok back and sy

] i 9n 1988 you should have ahiut downs et Rbreglass manufactaring acvity
; e Myou wanted to have teve rink, that’s what you shoutd huve done’.

Q: 'Fhe other watechdog we haven tatked about it tha anion. How do
yua explain the faed that the antor, which wes supposed toba safeguard-
ing its merahers' hsalth, did virtualiy pothing a uﬁggzun? abit
of dirt motiey?

A That spparently wae, and to & lessar axton , mwiﬁ.sﬂasﬁu
soclaty,

Mutton: ?wgggaggugnﬁwaﬁgn have
g?%i?%??!«%ﬁﬂwggai
fornm, .
€: Nis, I e aaking something » Hittis ditmore than that Howdo
you explain the fact that the unisn dida't cxre shout its warkers' health,

1 iothesaten hat 2 wanted 296 & day for them 1o edntract what it knew

was Juhyg disesss? Is this the tol wo have to pay fof sur workplacee?
A: But that was the paniarally scceptad morality ofsoriaty st that time,
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Q: Do you asndone the vnlon's behaviowr?t
, A:Neton today's atandards,

Q. On sy elvitised standavdal

A Wall, you see, that's the tronble. We are all trying to make
judgeenanta stout drillaation based on today,

G: | wa la the workpiase in the 1550s, I I'd koown that my union
knaw 2hat kypewritor ink was guing Lo give pos cancer of the Angers, and
went to My bomt atvd pot & dolinr & day allowatos for {3, Pd be outraged,

Az W Yoo wiadous of Wndalghtt

Q; No, with the wisdowy of than’ sight. F dont want to contrsct cancer,
sven i1 am yetting & pay vise, .

A: You would havs boan, in the 15508, you would bave been unusuat,
Moat unuaual ., (ba the 1950833 wan known thak attioosls was & 1isk, and
yot pevple werked in 1t and required divt money for dolng it .., § atarted
work st COR einctoryat Prrmonk, Wit waa gt for the eoterae In working
sonditions then ... today yort would ssy was sbactutaly anseceptable.

Q: Rus yor: nee atill allve, that's ibe point. 1t wasn't fatally unaccept-
sble Hie that mins at Wittenoons,

A Na, I ajroe, .

Q: What do yeu think that ths publicity has done tn CSR' lmage. |
Xnow yeu said before that you believed thacempany now kan s very highly
daveloped s0cial tonscisnce. Do you think it s sen that way?

At Al the xurveys that we have done with shareholders, investers and
tha geosral public have indicated that they beliavs thut we, present
managemant, hava got 5 Japnry that was anforesesn ot the me, CSR ix
gonersily o6t o be n reagonsibie corporatacitizen, and thats why i think

. that thers kay 80t bean the adverse rosction agtinet CR that one might

have expociod had wa nnt hed an image of being penarally responsibls.

; Q& Why bas your share price coma down sc dramatically alnce thons
conrt canes.

As'Thoy huve Dot come dows 86 dramstically,

Q; What ware they last October?

A: They have couse dows In line with the general market,

G What were they last October, $4.507

A: Byt the general markat haa aino falian. I we messurs cur shore
prics againat tha ganers] aarkat, thery has beens nogligibta impact of the
asheaton settiemant on it .., we did fall after the Heyn and Barsow (case),
tha publidty ahaut that, aod 1t ross sgein aubsequantly, snd we havs
generally bean aboad of the markes for Lwe years ,,, wa bave roorived &
Jarge messibar of Jetiars from sharsholdam und ftin ether sentor nstitan-
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. Honal mamagers sort of complimenting us on the fortheight approashin -

that fattay 20 shareholdery, 1 think peopls see 1a an having inharited a
Togmay, but daating with 1t responsibly and compasaionataly. '

Q: Do you have family, & wife, kida?

A:Yea ... two {childeen). .

Q: L want you to reflact on what your ensotons woald be (it wes your
dad who worked at Wittenoom, Who was dying now, who had tonbracted

mesgthetoma and who had not received what be regarded au an soceps-
: able offer Hom CSR.

AWl .. my teaction s ... that this whots Wittenoom thing s w most

unfortunate oocurrance. Weoan alt be wise with the wisdom ofhindalght.

w:!ﬂﬂngwogf.xgggswlagg?%
wouid have boes shut down nnd certainly 1n 1061 or 1962,
Q: But you were in & position $0 know ebout It then, You ware. The

1 fnformation was gub,

A Weo conld dubats thad, bub Jot'a ot You have forsted & view about
that, snd so hurve otlsers .. from what Ican ses you ave in the sminority in
hoiding that view, Sl lets not g0 back over that. What I am saying is
that it is & moet enfortunate thing, | say to tywsl? 1 21l thess tircum-
atances, therw but for the grace of God go 1 ... | don't helleve 1n so-called
reixidution, and therw's ans elomsnt of retribution In some of the state
mants belng mada by people Lo this thing, I sise dot’t undemwtand the
‘Morality, the cireumatances, where scmeone s on thalr deathbed fronz
fatal disense, a1:d Jawysrs and othera and the madla are saying thevs's
enawayio fixthin follow, and that' 1o ghve him $200,000°, .. 7 it waa s}
1 woulid foal wary budly tawssds tha eompany £ 1 Gt that W s

groea negliganon, Now, the intersating thing wes that very
faw from Wittenoom belioved there was any fegligence ai the tins
they woyked thers ... ”

Q: Because they didn't know, Because the Information was vostad in
the corporatiot, not in tha workers,

A Ton talking sdhout sabestnsis .., 36 T mipposs T Toud very bitter, §
mippose I'f foal hitter towards CSR, [ don't kndw,

Q: Havs you aver met any of these peopla,tpny former Wittencom
warker who Jsas got & dissase? E.L.ﬂnw

A:No...orly pacple who wers st curown stafll,, Pau Thomes, Hewsa
the mine superinteadent in 1568. Hodied recently of asheatonin. [ worked
with him b oo mhneesd netivition from 1978 udds ke retived 1n 1979 ..,
be so1spht 1o compenantion foue CIR, } :

9?3%&9&3%3?355 thing ts have done, o7
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Ext somea way praiseworthy? Why shouldn’t e have gob compensation?

Mutton: 1t was & refiaction of his attitude townrds the issun of
tegligance vestly.

Q: As you koaw, his hew aidrected envrimous amonndy oF madia
attention, What do yost say whan your Xiis ses sorasthing on telavislon
or read lns the pewspapers that CSR may sveatoatly be held responsible
for 2000 daaths .. what o you saytoyour Xide when thaysuy hey, Daddy,
how could you work for & company s that?

A: Weil, ihey havan't aaked that queation, I think my chiiéren have
met and know a ot of peopia who wirtk with CSR... and [think thair view,
| hiaven’s askad them this, would be o aay ‘well, they are peoplo who have
been king, panerous, caring towards un’, They would regard this, I think,
e an accidetit, and I do’t think they would hold shy sord of 13} feeting
towards pesple nnless they thought bhey were baing wilfully nagligent ..
Lhera has hoen Do adverss arnmerst {0 me by eny of my frisnda about the
ssheston thing and CSR's currmut sansgement and current ataff .,
Dacatss we sre regurded se s company of tha Mighost integrity snd repute,
1 think pnople would foed that thia la an unfbrtunate secident, that we are
dealing with It sovspasaionataly apd properly oo .., my view in Lt
sbaotutaly 1o good purpose fa sevved by rakicg over the mock of the past
with the wisdom olnigdeight, and eaying whah, if, and ahonidn's you have
known and showldn't pon have dor this, snd shontdn you havs dove
thai? The fast of the matter is, 1t was one of thom tragie sccidents ., my
Yiew, and you wou't sheks e in this, knowing the peopls nvolved, ja that
5t way aot withal, Tt wea oot deliberate,

Q: So the courta sra wrony, and you wre right?

Az No, they are saying t wasn's willul,

T Thoy sve saying Iv was negiigent ...

At Tt was pogligent, hot tiwse'y o diffeverce betwean ,,,

Q... that you knaw, or shauld Aevd known, you could havs prevented
aad yot choss ot 10, That's the bortom Lo,

A:] think they are reslly paying that we dida't do s well £e we ghonld
have, right. With the wisdom of hiusdslght they are saying that. [ koow
peaple who have been charged with negiigent deiving, T eny to mymsil
‘esil, tha court found them neghigent, bk § vegued 18w e poctdant’ . 1
haren’t heard atvy adverne tomenent shoud OSR snd 16s handling of this
o {froma) the people i my cnaraeusily, and Alends that I oly with .,

' @ Whor da you live?
A: 1 live in Mowman,
& Prshapathatypacfpeopite yuu iz with arent thesoct of peoplewho

S
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+  might have neuch i ponumon with the Wittatoom workam?

A: Well, that'e an interwetiog cbestmation to meke. I happen to have
o from & vary hushls background, and { happed 16 matntaln Menda
thes did have & very hamdle background tharmselvos ... over the period of
our Hle {CSH) hes mansged 500 separsts bndustrial ectivities, started
thers up, dosed Waea Aown, Thia jn ons incidant oat of 500, .

Q: An awful int of peosts are going to dle over one kncident ouk of 500,

A: Yeu, I ascapt that. What good fs belng served b raking It over ...

Q: What good? Fwould have thought that's obvions. Compenantion for
{he victinw, and prehaps w warning for the future,

At Despite the attemypts of people 10 put a very danted view on thie
%u«...aoeﬂpﬁn&a«&ng%gngg
tnta OB, H

Q- 1 think that's & very intermting suggestion. What would your
MEW?&%..«SKH&% tha swtadlishenent of & Reysl Comints-

bw

AsEdont think abaclutely anything would mme st of it wihatecsver..,




Chronology
Asbestos: the Warnings

First cantury AIX Roman historian Pliny notes that slaves weaving
asbeston clath wieken and die. Doscribes the use of resplrators made
from animal biaddem.

1808: Britlah factory safety inspectons expreas concern about the ‘evil
effects’ of asbestos dust,

1906: British Parfiamentary Commission confirras Brat tases of as.
beatos deaths in factorion, vecommends better ventilation and other

safetly measures.

1811+ Royal Commission into working conditions in gold mines In
Austenlin vevesls wideapread jung dissase. Ventilation lnws
introduced,

1018: Prudentisl Insurance Company in the U8 produces an actoarisl
study showing premature death in the ssbestos industry, Other com-
pasies begin increasing prerdums and refusing insurance,

19286: ngag?gﬁigwwa%rgg
worker to the Massschusetta Induatrial Accidents Board, Over the

foliowing threa yaars several hupdred fusther ¢iaims filed,
1027: Asbostonis given its nave,

1026: Johna Manvilte Corporation, the workd’s jargest sshestos minerf
manufacturer served with 11 writs by nabestos victirs. Ciaime
Swm&ﬁ..&gatxwga&ﬁ?

Metropolitan Lifs Insurancs 83?3« tn the US finda that half the
men working at Johns Manville and Raybeatos asbesios plante Hor
more than three years develop lung dissass.

———————n g A e o
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1830: Beitish Home Oflos survey finds widesproad asbestos dlsesse
in cm factories,

1035: w:mvoaﬂ of Factories and Shops in Weetern Austzalla reports
on the sffect of asbeaton dust on the hungs of whrkers In ww?mzaﬁ
xﬂ_&w {actory n Perth,

38“ Lang Hancock ‘discovers’ the Wittanoom blas asbesics {ero.
aﬁ%g deposits and latey begine pick and shovel mining,

mgawwgag% aenjor execntive M.G, Xing to the U3, Canada,
Bouth Africa end Burope o atudy asbestos mining and manufec.
turing, It 18 the start of regular contact between CHR and Jahne
Manville, including further aversess trips In 3947 and 1952,

Us maocn. a ‘anfe’ dust Nenlt of 176 particiss of asbestos per tuble
Szzazwwo in the workpiace.

9_3_»3 researchers identi(y sx cancer deaths among nabestos tex-
tile aeq!ﬁ. Later animal studies confirm asbeston dust kills mioce,

3&9 Western Austraiian Commisslonsy of Public Heslth and Chief
Inapector of Factories find respiratory disorders smong James Hardie
workers,

1840: Haneock bagine mining st Wittenoons. Plant opens in 1043,
snd CSR tokes over In 1948,

m_x@ Saranac Iaboratory in New York confirms the link between
asbestos and czincer, Johny Manvifle suppresses the report,

A .aw.ﬁ.-. en &n aabeatos mill at Zechan in Tasmenia {owned and
operated by a CSK subsidinry) says that ashestos dust is & health
w.ﬁ&m and discusses methods of efiminating it :

mo: Firet warning of ssheaton duat st s__mzngoa s the WA As
sistant State Mining Engineer reports on the &5?3 of tha dust

_ XE» generated,

i
Minea inspector Eg&%g the ‘dust mennce’ r Wittenocorn
-&gzsasmsiﬁsmﬁng

i

-29 Known asbeston death toit Bnn?.._ 2361 Britain ,8 tn 3._58
30 mﬁ w»mw t
: {
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Witienoom mina manager writea to head offien sbout Brst known
asbesivals cx08 — 2 man narsed Digoam,

Mines Department inspector Adarns describes Gust condititions at
Witlenoam as Yarrific',

1048: Dr Brie Saint tetls Witisnoem mine rannngement that aabestos
is extremely dangerous, and thad men exposed would contract cheat
diseane innida six pronths, He writes tothe Public Henlth Beopariment

i Parth that the mine will producs the greatsst erop of ssheatosis .

the world haa ever ssen,

Ovar the following three years, dust levels st the mine and mili ars
rogularty monitared at six to elght Hmes ‘anfe’ lovels, Further wamn-
ings are given {0 mina managemont. No improvemeant in conditions
is noted.

1880: WA Commisatoner for Public Health reporta o hin Minlater
that *Asbestos dust, if inhiated, constitutes & very grave risk and is,
if anything, worse than silicosis’.

State Mining Engineer reports insulficient sttention o safety regu.
{stions and ventilation at Witianoom.

1831; WA has adopted a ‘safe’ dust limit of 178 particles per ¢e,
Wittepoorn readings continually o the scale at 1000 particies, Mines
and Health departmants take no sction. . . spart from tasuing further
warnings.

Coramissioner for Pubtic Health writes to the Under Secrelary for
Mines that, *T'he hazard from ssbestos s conniderably grester than
Yhat from sitiea . ., we hxes yoason 1o bebews that attendion to this
axpact of mininy sperstions at Wittenocms has been insdequats in
the past.’

$084; Mines Inspector Ibboteon describes conditions at Wittenoom
a3 2 ‘disgrace’. The following year he threatens o close the mine.

1855t Dr Richard Doll i the UK prodoces the moet eomprehensive
aarvey o date linking ssbeston dust with hung disense,

1889 WA Health Department officiad Dr. James MeNulty discovers
six canes of fung damags among Wittemoom warkers, He warns the

mine manager, and writes the first of a serfes of warnings.
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1980: Wagner paper published. A 'naw’ disense, mesothelioms {fatal
cancer of the lining of the fungs), discovered among peopls exposed
{0 agbestos In South Africa,

Annual report of WA Commissionar for Publle Health aays working
at Wittenoom I thirty times more dasigarous than other mining,

1561: Britain euts maximum expostive level of asbestos in the work-
pince from 176 to five partictes per cubic centimetre.

Firat case of mesothelloma detected among ex-Wittencom warkera.
Man dies,

1961.1988: More than 100 cases of lung disessa among Wittenoom
workers and ex-workers -~ more than for all the athar mines in
Western Auatralis, .

1965: Local counci] warned that the tonnen of aabestos Lailings being
spread eround Witkenoom could even threaien tourista,

1968: G. Major of the Commonwealth Health Departenent is highly
nmw.ﬂum H”M“.amﬁ at the mine and the midl. OSR closes the mine iwo
wooks ,

1573: Wittaroom toll reachen 178; 27 men now knowr to have died,

1074: Firat public warning of the dangers of blus wabestos: Builetin

magazine cover story, Ta This Killer In Your Home?'

19772: Cornalinz Masa becomes the first w.?&ﬁ?&; victim to aus
the CSR subwidiney that ran the mine. Dies befors 1% rase geta to
eort.

1088: First victories in court for Wittenobm mesothelioma victims.
Judge rulen CSR acted with ‘2ontinuing, conscious and contumelious
disregard for its workers’ aafety.

. h.
1889; Wittsncom toll tope 500; Nationa) Health and Medical Ra.
search Councll predicts the final $oli will ﬂu two thousand.

;
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