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UC-3337

MEMORANDUM FOR: MEMBERS

SUBJECT: Report of State Initiatives for Asbestos
Regulation as of December 1, 1977

Since passage of the Occupational Safety and Health Act
of 1970 (0SH Act}) and the Clean Air Act of 1970 with their
implementing Occupational Exposure to Asbestos Standard and
National Emissions Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants
(NESHAPS), respectively, several states have exercised their
prerogative to develop legislation and regulations regarding
the use of asbestos.

Undexr the OSH Act, states may develop and conduct oc-
cupational safety and health regulatory programs. A state plan
mrust be submitted to and approved by federal OSHA in order to
have power of enforcement., If the plan is approved, both the
state and federal government exercise authority over the plan.
The plan is cartified when federal OSHA determines that the state
is competent to enforce its plan, which must be at least as
effective as orxr identical to federal requlations. The state

-is then responsible for implementing and enforcing occupational
safety and health activities. Certified state plans are subject
to federal OSEA evaluation semi-annually. Due to the failure
of state legislatures to pass enabling legislation or because
a state may have decided the costs involved in implementation
were not acceptable, some states have withdrawn their proposed
plans, thus returning to federal jurisdiction for occupatinnal
safety and health matters.

Attachmenit I identifies the status of each state's oc~
cupational safety and health and air pollution program. At-
Etachment II summarizes state and certain municipal actions
and/or Droposed actions with regard to use of asbestos. An
asterisk {*) is-used to indicate that addltlonal lnformatlon is
provided in Attachment II.

Documents cited in this report are on file in the AIA/NA
office and are available on reguest.
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While a concerted effort has been made to provide
as complete information as possible in this report, it is
acknowledged that omissions may exist. Information now
known or that which may become known, pertinent to this
report, is solicited. It is planned to update this report
when and as appropriate. '

Executive Director

Attachments I - Status of each state's Occupational Safety
and Health and Air Pollution Program

IT ~ Summary of State and Certain Municipal
Actions Regarding Use of Ashestos

cc: Distribution A
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