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ROCHESTER PUSHES TO TESTS IN SILICOSIS
Special to THE NEW YORK TIMES.
New York Times {1857-Citrrent file); Dec 5. 1937; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The New York Times (1X51 - 2003)pg. 60

ROCHESTER POSHES 
TESTS IN SILICOSIS

M ed ical S ch o o l M ech a n ism , 
B ic y c le  E rg o m e te r , Is U sed 

in S tu d y  o f  D ise a se

R E S E A R C H  S T IR S  IN T E R E S T

L a w  an d  In d u stry L o o k  fo r  
R é su lta  in T e r m s  o f E ffe c t  
on  W o rk m en ’s  C o m p e n sa tio n

Soeclal to  T h b  N i w  Toxic T iiiE *.ROCHESTER, N. X., Dec. 4.— 
Tests now under way at the Uni­
versity of Rochester may decide 
whether the courts will eventually 
be able- to determine In compen­
sation suits' precisely the extent to which a worker has been disabled, 
by silicosis.

B y  m e a n s  o f  a  m e c h a n is m  c a lle d  
th e  b ic y c le  e r g o m e te r, th e  M e d ic a l  
S c h o o l o f  th e  u n iv e r s ity  is s tu d y in g  
a  d isea se  to  w h ic h  a n  e s tim a te d  
m illio n  in d u s tr ia l w o r k e r s  a r e  po­
te n tia lly  ex p o sed .

L a w y e r s  a n d  in d u s tr ia lis ts  h a v e  
tu rn e d  e ye s to w a rd  th e  re sea rch ,  
w ith  silico sis  r e c e n tly  a d d ed  to th e  

, lis t  o f  co m p e n sa b le  d ise a se s u n d er  
th e  W o r k m e n ’s  C o m p e n sa tio n  A c t .  
T h e  e r g o m e te r  is  p a r t  o f a  s y s te m  
d e ve lo p e d  b y  D r . W illia m  S . M c ­
C a n n , P r o fe s s o r  o f  M e d icin e  a n d  
p h y s ic ia n -in -c h ie f  a t  S tr o n g  M e m o ­
r ia l  H o s p ita l, t h a t  s h o w s h o w  f a r  
silic o s is  h a s  d e ve lo p e d  in  a  p a tie n t.

M o u n te d  on  a  h e a v y  b a se , th e  b i­
c y c le  e r g o m e te r  h a s a  b r a k in g  
m e c h a n ism  co m p o se d  o f  a  la r g e  
co p p er d is k  w h ic h  r e v o lv e s  b e tw e e n  
e le c tro -m a g n e ts. B y  m e a n s o f  
w e ig h ts  on a  g r a d u a te d  le v e r  a r m  
a tta c h e d  to  th e  d isk , th e  r id e r  p e d ­
a lin g  a t  a  c o n s ta n t  sp e ed  c a n  b e  
o b se rve d  w o r k in g  a t  d iffe r e n t  ra te s.

E x p ir e d  b r e a th  p a sse s  th r o u g h  a  
v a lv e  to  a  r e c o r d in g  sp iro m e te r.  
T h e  in c r e a s e  in  e x p ir a tio n  is  g r e a t ­
e s t  in  th o se  a ff lic te d  b y  a  d u st d is ­
ea se, p h y s ic ia n s  p o in te d  ou t.

D r . M c C a n n , a u th o r ity  on p n e u ­
m on oco n i os is, b e lie v e s  t h a t  S ta te  
c o m p e n sa tio n  la w s  sh o u ld  re q u ire  
o b je c tiv e  te s ts  to  d e te rm in e  w h en  
a c tu a l d is a b ility  b e g in s  in  th e  d is­
e a ses r e s u ltin g  fro m  su c h  m in e ra l  
d u sts  a s  san d , g r a n ite  a n d  asb esto s.  
I t  re q u ire s m a n y  y e a r s  fr o m  th e  
tim e  th e  d ise a se  ca n  b e re co g n ize d  
b y  R o e n tg e n  r a y  u n til th e  tim e  
w h e n  th e  s u ffe r e r  c a n  no lo n g e r  
w o r k , th e  p h y is ic ia n  p o in te d  out.

D r . M c C a n n  is th e  a u th o r  o f  a  
c h a p te r  on s ilico sis  in  a  n e w  t e x t ­
b o o k  p u b lish e d  u n d e r  th e  d irectio n  
o f  D r . R u s s e ll B . C e c il o f  th e  C o r­
n ell U n iv e r s ity  M e d ic a l S ch oo l. H is  
4’e se a r ch e s on th e  d ise a se  b e g a n  
se ve n  y e a r s  a g o . A  le a d in g  a r tic le  
on th e  u n iv e r s ity 's  m e th o d s w a s  
p u b lish e d  in  th e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  M e d ­
ic a l J o u rn a l. C o -a u th o r  w ith  D r.  
M c C a n n  w a s  D r . N o la n  D. K a lt -  
reid er, also  o f  th e  fa c u lty .
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