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Lest weeX I had the privilege to be present at discussions
which includad FDA personnel. The sudject of this meeting
coentered around lead conteant in architectural finishes. It
was my impression that some sspacte of the situation were
not entirely clear and others have mot bheen made as evident
a8 thay might be,

Our company supports the odbjsctives of the FDA propossl as
published in the Woveader 2, 1971 Fedaral Register and hen
exsressed this attitude bafore the Bearing Clerk in the
Departmant of Health, Bducation & Welfere, Xt is the
conpany’s long-standing position that the 0.3% lead level
is propar as it preseats a0 hatard to the public, and ve
have reformulated our interior architectursl produete to
mast the 9,.5% lead content restriction. Ia meeting this
regulation we have removed 31l lead-based pigments which
constitute the major lead-besring constituwents of such
coatings, This reformilution program has resulted in &
position that we mow manufacture over 71X of our interior
srchitectural coatings gallonage with ne added lead content
other than inadvertent contaminants in rav naterinle, The
renaining 27 of our gallonage conteains galy lead drier
conpounds resulting {n lese tham 3.3% lead content but
more than ©,06X contsnt.

Present alkyd resin and drying oil based costings are
those vhich still regquire the use of small anounte of
lead driers to adequately perform after shelf-aging and
under cool, humid conditions. 1In this ¢group are floor
enamels, and general parpose interier alkyd costings.

In viaw of pending legislation before seversl state and
local governmants which we balieve {8 an atilempt tO coerce
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or force the imdustry to acoept s standard sonewhere
betwesn Congressman Rysn‘s 0% level and the .S% level
proposed by the FDA, wé vieh to sssare you that »

4iligont amd concerned mejor effert is im progress

to refoxmilate this remaining porcion of our architectural
products. Our objective is less than 0.DE% lead comtent
Put to still provide an sdequate product to ths consumer,
An ocbvious objective here i¢ reforsulation with lead
substitute drier compounds im which we have complete
confidence of provem non-toxie qualities,

We respactfully seek your comngideration and supoort in
obtaining a ysar in vhich to accomplish this ohjective
of reducing the lesd content of these interior axchitece
tural products te less than 0,96% lesd contant,

Yours very truly,

AIXiefer
Jue Director of Research and
4 Development
Coutings and Resins Ocoup
GLIDOIMR-DURKES

pivisien of SCNH Corporation
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