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SECRETARY-TREASURER
D I R E C T O R  O F  H E A L T H  A N D  S A F E T Y

February 1 1 9 5 6

Robert A. Kehoe, M .D ., D ir e c to r 
K ette r in g  L aboratory  
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  C in c in n a t i  
Eden Avenue 
C in c in n a t i  19 , Ohio

Dear Bob:

You may remember t h a t ,  in  resp o n se  to  my r e q u e s t , you were
k ind  enough to  w r i te  me on June 2iith  o f  l a s t  y ea r  a l e t t e r  which I  was 
a b le  to  u se  in  b e h a l f  o f  one o f  our A u str a lia n  member com pan ies, The 
Broken H i l l  A sso c ia te d  S m elters P ro p r ie ta r y  L im ited.

I t  has tak en  some t im e t o  secu re  from them a s ta temen t w ith
regard  to  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  t r o u b le s  w ith  w h ich th e y  w ere and a re  b e s e t , 
but t h i s  has now come in  th e  l e t t e r  o f  which a copy i s  h e rew ith , sen t 
w ith  th e  though t t h a t  you may f in d  i t  o f  some i n t e re s t .

The "Act” r e fe r r e d  to  in  Mr. L ove’s paragraph number ed s i x
i s  by a l l  odds th e  m ost s t r in g e n t  p ie c e  o f  a n t i - le ad -p a in t  l e g i s l a t i o n  
ever  to  come to  my a t t e n t io n .  L et me know i f  you ca re  t o  s e e  i t .

MB: GW

E nclosu re
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THE HILL, v/ J/ CI MT!: ; »V.OFia’Ti . t y I V ZTD v
? *' 
r 'Joiliiw House, Eelbouraa, C. I T

Airaails 2?th «lamarys  1956.

t h e  ''■ '■ screiaiy,
Lea« In d u s t r ie s  A s s o c ia t io n ,
l. tQ w ix inu ton  Avenue,
!&V r^ 3K 17, flf.Y.

te a r  / - i r ,

'*» r e fe r  to  co rresp on d en ce «»changed w ith  yo u , and particularly to  
..**• •i'iWjttcii’ s  l e t t e r  ox' th  ■ J*?th u lt im o , en tn e a t t i tu d e  o f  th e  A u stra lian  
/¿.'■ aeration o f  O rg an isa tio n s o f  th e  / l in o  tow ards the use o f  p a in ts  co n ta in  inn 
lead «

?• ' o r e g r e t  t h a t  wo d id  no t l o t  you /now the f in a l  -.utcosse out th e
fe d e r a t io n  took no fu r th e r  a c t io n  and we .judixed i t  b a s t  to  " lo t  s le e p in g  do r?
U « .* r .

3« ‘bet th e  F ed era t io n  gone ahead th e  in fo rsm ti/n  und opin ion '- which you
s e n t  us would have been  a o s t  u s e f u l .  '.Ve have b een  g la d  to  nave in is  in fo rm a tion
on hand in  c a s e  o f  need«

1« Ti may oc n f  i n t e r e s t  i f  vm s o t  o u t b r i e f  n o tes on th e  a t t i tu d e  of ihn
a u t h o r i t ie s  in  t i l l s  cou n try  tow ards th e  u se  ox lend in  g en e ra l nno ca in tn  in  
p a r t i c u la r ,

5 , , Ir-guiationa r e la t in g  to  in© h e a l th  o f lo ad  workers i n  th e  l a t e  o f 
■ fieto r ia  a re  a lr e a d y  known to  you bavin?; oeen se n t to  you w ith  our i.r -tter  -'>373  
o f  th e  l ith  Pesem ner, 1?53.

6 .  T r, F o n lg e r , i n  his l e t t e r  d a ted  3rd  June, lb ? 5* e n c lo se d  w ith
r r .  Powditoh»« l e t t e r  d a ted  ih M i  June* r e fe r s  t o  rep o r t«  from Q ueensland . Th© 
■ 'ueenslaad lep a r im en t h an d lin g  h e a l th  end raed ica l s e r v ic e s  has fo llo w e d  t h i s 
m atter  up v e ry  s t r o n g ly  and r e c e n t ly  th e  lu eo a sla n d L e g is la tu r e  p assed  a lav? en­
t i t l e d  ’’The i le a lth  A c ts /iCiendaent A ct o f  17-55” which amounts to  a t o t a l  p roh i­
b i t i o n  on th e  us© o f  p a in ts  c o n ta in in g  lo a d . In t h is  c a s e  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  b l in d — 
n e s s , so  fa r  a s  we know, d id  n o t a r i s e ,  A copy o f  to la  A ct i s  « n c losod  la  c a s e 
you ..rule; l i k e  to  s e e  i t .

7* I n i s  p roposed  L e g is la t io n ,  w h i l s t  s t i l l  under c on s id e r a t io n , was d ia en sso d 
a t  le n g th  w ith  th e  Q ueensland a u t h o r i t ie s  b u t th e y  proved q u i te  adamant arid would 
not c o n s id e r  any m o d if ica t io n «

8 .  As Hr. ¡/ou lger  has  note«!, th e  c o n d i t io n s  in  Q ueensland do n o t e x is t ,  in 
th e  o th e r  A u s t r a l ia n  / t a l e s  and i t  seoras u n l ik e ly  th a t  such d r a s t ic  l e g i s l a t i o n 
w i l l  he in tro d u ced  elsaw n e r e .

9 .  The V ic to r ia n  a u t h o r i t ie s  co n tem p la te  L e g is la t ion  o f  which th e  e f f e c t  may 
be summarised as fo llo w s*
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«1.  rcegu la tin ns - w i l l  be prom ulgated In  th e  near .fu tu re nnd«r th e  Poisons L e t,
and « i l l  p robab ly  be o p e r a t iv e  as from l - 8 e t-v 9 r>56® 3y i.hai d^fe i t  
i s  ex p ec ted  th a t  a l l  sarrafactar iir it » f i l l  be abl-v ta  c le a r  t h e i r  awn s to c k s 
o f  p a in t  n o t  com ply ing w ith  th e  i'-higuifitijone.

2« A l l  p igsen ted . a r c h i t e c tu r a l  p a in t  s o ld  f o r  d om estic  u s e , th e  pigm ent o f 
which c o n ta in s  more than  1;1 o f  s o lu b le  le a d  c a lc u la te d  a s  Phc?» as d e te r * 
n in ad  to? th e  s p e c i f ie d  method (Copy of* sm ieh i s  a tta ch ed  h e r e to )  aro t o 
b ea r  th e  fo l lo w in g  s t a t m e n t t -

Cnj|?AISn hv m
■‘¡ust no t b e  a sa d  nn r o o fs  u sed  f o r  w a te r  c o l l e c t io n
o r  on a r t i c l e s  u sed  by c h i ld r e n .

The eorda rC'9!?Al?Io LKi.l"5' m ast be in  s  ty p e  s i s e  n o t sm a lle r  than th a t  o f 
th e  name o f  th e  c o lo u r  appear ing  on th e  t in *  The rem ainder o f  th e  d e c la ­
r a t io n  » a y  b e  in  sm e l le r  t y p e , p rov ided  i t  i s  la r g e enough to  bn c le a r l y 
l e g i b l e ,  .

The aaove s ta tem en t must on p laced  in  n s 'lnsp icuone p o s i t io n  on tan  L in, 
p r e fe r a b ly  on th e  l i d .  I t s  in c lu s io n  w ith  th e  t r a c t io n s  fo r  o i i l  
n e t be -perm itted .

3a : 'ne uera ass used  above» w h ich r e fe r a  vo ,-a in t  nn ld  fo r  dom estic
u s e , i s  to  In te rp re ted  in  t h e  b ro a d est .sense and, w ith ou t U n i t i n g  th e 
‘r d in s r y  m eaning, in c lu d e s  any snbstawc®* o f  any h ind  w h atsoever  used» o r 
in ten d ed  t o  be u se d , f o r  a p p l ic a t io n  a s  a c o lo u r in g o r  p r o te c t iv e  c o s t in g 
to  any s u r fa c e . t h e  vusa in c lu d e s  o i l  p a in t»  w ater p a in t , em u lsion  p a in t , 
’•»nssnej, n i t r o c e l l u l o s e  la cq u e r  and d is tem p er , but e n v io u s ly  d oes n o t  in ­
d u c e  uap ig» rafted f in i s h e s  su ch  a s  V arn ish es o r  c le a r  n i t r o c e l lu lo s e  la c q u e r .

1 .  Tambero o f  th e  in d u s tr y  a re  r e l ie v e d  from m y  o b l ig a t io n s  to  r e f r a in  f r o a  
a d v e r t is in g  th e  f a c t  t h e t  c o se  o r  a l l  o f  t h e i r  p rodu cts conform  to  th e 
H e g u ls t io n a i

Our s a v ie e  i s  th a t  t h i s  s e c a s  rea so n a b le  under a l l  th e  c ir cu m sta n ces and th a t  no 
good pu rpose would b e served  by t r y in g  to  op p ose i t.  i t  seca a  to  be g e n e r a l ly 
agreed  t h a t  le a d  c o n ta in in g  p a in ts  sh o u ld  n o t  be u sed  f o r  a r t i c l e s  o f  fu r n i tu r e  
w ith  w h ich In fa n ts  and young c h i ld r e n  tsay ceno  in  c o n ta c t .  T h is in  indeed m entioned 
by f r *  "roenburg in  l it?  l e t t e r  d a ted  th e  15th  Jisns, 1955“,  t o  “r ,  ':Uwrditch.

1 0 . i s  fa r  as w h ite  le a d  p a in ts  a re  concern ed  u se  in  t h i s  co u n try  secsss t o  b e 
d isa p p ea r in g  and c o n se q u e n t ly  i t  s ig h t  n o t  be w or thw h ile  to  d ev o te  to o  much tin»? or 
t r o u b le  to  corsbat l e g i s l a t i o n  a g a in s t  th e  us® o f  a -r a t e r i a l  which m y  d ios; p ea r  in 
any c a s e  b e fo r e  so  v e r y  lo n g . n a tu r a l ly  d ep lo re  th e d e c l in in g  u se  o f  w h ite  le a d 
p a in ts  b u t th e r e  i s  no p o in t  i n  r e fu s in g  t o  fa c e  f ac t s .  The ns© o f  le a d  f o r  c o lo u r s 
and f o r  un d ercoa ts seem s f i n a l y  e s ta b l is h e d  and l i ke l y  to  c o n t in u e , -:"e would b e  i n ­
t e r e s te d  t o  have any v iew s you may c a r e  to  ex p ress on th e  p robab le fu tu re  o f  w h ite 
lo a d  p a in t  f o r  f in i s h in g  c o a t s ,

1 1 . ray  we sa y  aga in  t h a t  wo v e r y  ranch a p p r e c ia te  th e  co -o p e r a t io n  wo have had
from  you and in  th e  even t o f  any fu r th e r  d i f f i c u l t y  h e re  we s n a i l  be o n ly  to o  g la d 
to  a v a i l  o u r se lv e s  o f  your k in d  a s s is t a n c e  once a g ain . ~

Tours f a i t h f u l l y ,  -

/ s /  S . Love

B rian  T a y lo r  
S e c r e t a r y .
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