FILE NAME: RT Vanderbilt (RTV)

DATE: 1988 Oct 3

DOC#: RTVO10

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Newspaper Article - Secret Deal Reached on
Talc Regulations



p From Last Page

EUSL win provicons for suppie-
menting or revising them

Trough work on a new Vander
bilt study began *ag early as Ooto-
ber 1984 the NJOSE investiga-
Tien report savs, “np project plan”™
was included in the fiscal 1983-35
plans. NIOSH officials visits to
Norwalk in September 1984 were
tharged 1 & “National Cog) Study
and Related Research.” travel in
Januarv 1985 o & “Morbidity and
Mortality Study of the Industrial
Sand Industry.”

Although NIOSH pohier ealls for
tternal and external peer reviews
and 4 later Ishor-industry-NIGSH
review, “this was not done with re-
spect to the mortality study of taie
workers™ at the agency's Division of
Respiratory  Disense  Studies
(DRDS;

Work on the project was “inten-
tionally conceated” from NIOSH
Director J. Donald Millar and from
NIOSH reserrchers in Cincinnau,
the probe finds,

“INot until it was certam that the
arudy would eventualiy have 1o be
made public” did kevy NIOSH am-
ploves “develop the strategy (o have
the company request 1 health has-
ard evajuation.” which is required
by law where eraployers or workers
ask for help in determining the im-
pact of poteatially toxic or hazard-
sus substance: in the wark niace.

NTOSH Executive Officer Larry
W. Sparks. who wrote the invesii-
gative report, says the evaluation
“is noc an appropriate mechanism
for Jong-teriz epidemiclogical re- ;
search projects.”

. When the evatuation request
was received, the man nssigned as
investigator was John Gamble, a
DRDS epidemiologist ir Morgan-

town. W.¥a Dr. Gamble had par-
. Beipated in 2 1980 NIOSH study

that found worker exposure to the
Vanderbilt taie was linked togreat.
errisk of developing lung cancer

- About two weeks later, Dr. Gam.
ble wrote a memorandum criticiz
ing the NTQOSH position on health |
risks of exposure to Vanderbilt tale
and urging a reevaluation of
NIOSH's mortality study. i
Colronically, the memo rap 22 ‘
pages long and had 47 references
and was, Dr. Gambie canceded. the
result of several years of work, so it

. started fong before the evaluation
" - request ’

"

pattemn of the tale workers ™
% On Oct. 3 & letrer went to the
Sor:al Security Admmastration
seeking mformation for 4 stutdy on
“lung cancer,” and on Dec. 20 an
3greemfm was sipned with tha;
agency farmaliziog the request. ’
® Vanderhl MSM:::? Hugh B.
Vanderbilt and two ostleagues vig.
ited Morgantowr, Dec. 20. and Dr.
Reger, with Dr Glenn's approval,
went 1o Norwatk Jan. 28, 1985
That same day DRDS asked that
fands be transferred to Social Sera.
rity for a *mortslity survev of indj-
viduals cecupaticnally exposed to
asbestos tale, silica dust. etc.”
® Vanderbilt officials visited
Morgancown again Oct. 24, 1985 tq
i “mortality” and oo Jan, 22,
1986, DRDS sponsored a seminar
on taic and ashestos mineralogy in
Morgantown conducted by Vander. |
bilt's Rieger, Harvey and
Sheldon Thompson, director of
mineral research,
® Vanderbilt industrial hygen.
15t John W. Kelse visited Dr. Gam-
bie on March: 31, Junz 17 and Julv
3,1886. OnJune 27 and July 17-15,
Vanderbilt's Rieger visited Mos-
gantown, and on Aug. 22 that year
Mr. Thompson and Mr. Rieger of
Vanderbilt visited Dr. Glenn in

s

Morgantown, -

Events Uncovered
/ Ancording to the NIOSH prove.
this is the chronological story of
Vanderhilt's efforts to influence the
governunent decision: .
-8 On July 26, 1984, about a
month after NIOSH had testified
during asbesios rule hearings.
Konrad €. Rieger. a Vanderbilt ce-
ramics engineer, visited Dr. Gam-
ble in Morgantewn, -
® (On gfzg. 21 Mr. Rieger, Allan |
M. Harvey, Vanderbilt's director o!’ :
environmental affairs, and Dennis
M Race, » Washington attaraey for
the company, paid a similar visit,
during which the Vanderbilt tean
. complnined shout the “inadequacy
* ofthe 1980 study and discussed def-
initions of asbestes and the miner-
alsin the Vanderbilt talt, as well as
how & nev;'fr gnghnment aghistos
rule might affect thecompany. :
l%‘nggeph 12, Robert E. Glenn, |
director of the respiratory disease |
division, authorized Drs. Gambis, |

Robert E. Reger. senior mathemati- |
cal siatistician, and Harlan Aman- |

dus, another epidemiologist, © go
to Vanderbilt's headguartiers i
Norwalk to discuss a new look at
the 1980 study. ‘
a Thirteen days later Vanderhil:
sen: Dr. Gamble infcrmation toen-
abie hum to “analyze the mortalits
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