Current Intelligence

Angiosarcoma of the Liver
in Vinyl Chloride/Polyvinyl
Chloride Workers

In the December. 1974, issue of the JOA {76.809), 26 cases of angiosarcoma of the liver were reported.
As of January 22, 1975. 3B cases have been collected. The new data are given in this report.

J. William lloyd, Sc.D.
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Tabie 1. — Reported Cases of Anprestrcama of the Liver Among
Vinyi Choride Polymerization Workers.
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this disease. Approxitmately 5,600 men
are currently employed at 36 facilites in
the United States. To date, 15 cases of
angiosarcoma of the liver have been
reported from four of these facilities, all
of whith have been in operation for
more than 25 years. Nine cases have
been reported from a singie facility
which employs less than 300 workers. A
further indication that the earliest cases
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are coming from the older plants is seen
in the distribution by date of initial ex-
posure. All but one case was inibhaily
emploved prior 1o 1958 and more than
70% of the cases were initially empioyed
20 or more years ago. Since the average
latent period Ffrom first exposure to

diagnosts 15 about 19 years, we wouid

not expect 10 see many cases at this time
from the newer plants.

Preliminary findings from comunuing
epideminiogical inve<tgaons of U S
polyrerization workers nchcale  that
these men also may be at high risk ¢
other matignant neoplasms, particuiary
of the brain where a significant excess
has been noted.

Details of reported cases of angiosas-
coma of the liver among other workers
with exposure 10 wvinyl chlonde are
shown sn Table 2. It should be noted
that in two of these cases prirmary
angiosarcoma of the liver cannol he
definitely confiemed. \While (0o few
cases have been reponed to draw anv
definitive conclusions regarding a cause
and effect relationship, the age of
diagnos:s for these cases, which like that
for the palymerization workers s ¢on-
siderably lower than that observed iar
cancer of t(he liver in the general
population, suggests the possibility ot 2
common eticlogy. It also should be
pointed out that with such a rare disease
it may be some time before we can
determine whether workers exposed to
tower levels of viayl chioride 2re at ex-
cess nsk for angiosarcorna af the liver or
other malignancres. It 15, therefore. im-
perative that the non-palvmenzation
waorkers be kept under continued sur-
vejflance.
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