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The Air Eygiena Committee was mest pleased to have as iig guests representatives
- of the Quebec iining Asscciztion - Dr, Parl Cartier » IIr. Ivan Sabourin and 1=, .-
MHap—ice 1a Chance, :
Y=, Sebourin, gemerzl coumsel for the Q.2 ik, told of ine Mstery and function
of that association, The Quebec isbest Hining Associztion has been operzt
Lor ezroxdimately 20 years, and iis membership represents approximately 65%0f the
world suprly cof asbestos fibre, #s an indusiry associztion, it functions quite
Simidariy to the Asbestos Textile Insiitute, Considerzhie zitention is given the
health problems of the industry. There are +wo medical clinics; ope at Asbestos,
the other at Thetford, toth fully staffed and ¥ith complete hospital facilities,
Pre-ezployment and Periodic healih exzminztions zre provided for all workers,

e Szfety engineering services have been provided oy the Association to its members
faor 2 m=der of yeesrs, _Hare recentl. s @n Industrizl hyciepe engineer has been

I added to its staff, As a2 resvlt cf the indusiry emphasic on health, safety and

dust centrol for the past ten years, there zre rractically no new cases of ‘asbes-
vosis other thzn those with twenty or more years exposure, iir, Szbourin stated
that the present major health problezs of the indusiry pertained to the relation-
ship of hezrt difficrlties and cancer to asbestos exposurs,

Dr, Paul Cartier told of the oreration of the Thetford Clinic, Estzblished in
1945, the Clinic crovides health services to the Thetford Deople, Pre~eaployment
and periodic amual exzminations inelude an X-ray znd electrocardiagrm, as well
as the other usual &Xarination features,

Commenting on the occurrence of asbestosis, Dr, Cartier indicated that after ten
~Ears exposure, zbout 503 would hzve some histological evidence of asbestosis
(mini=21" tissue changes not sufficlent to be observed on the Z-ray), 10% weuld
have scme radiological evidence and 2% might have Some clinical evidence of
disability from ash estosis, :

=  In reference to the pulmonary cancer experience in the industry, Dr, Cartier stzted
=_ that in the ten years of the clinic's operztion, there have been fifteen cases of
cancer observed. iine of thess on autopsy showed sae histological evidence of
asvestosis, In sdxz, however, there was no evidence of esbestosis, Thig experi-
ence would indiczte a very much lower attack rate than that Teported from the
British experience or 137,
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.&utoﬁsy study is made of every occupational dicease claim case, and zs many others
2= pessible, Dr, Cartier stated that +4i:z was of utmest importance not orly in
det.emining the ertent of 1iability, but also in increasing the Ynovledge of the
disezse process. The clinic has not done any work ith intermittent, positive
Fressure breathing, a2lthouzh scme use of cortisone is being made, The experience
tc date, however, Las been insufficient *o Justify any conclusione,

Dr, Cartier excressed the orinion that consideradle research cust be cone in the
fields of cancer znd heart %o define more clearly the role, if any, plzyed by ine
halation of 2sbestos,

Yr, Maurice La Chance told of “he experience in dust contrel in the mines and mills
of the Lssociation members., Annual dust surveys are made at eleven mines and re—
ports submitted to each. The stizndzrd U. S. Bureau of ilines technique is used for
surveying with the midget imzinger, For fibre evaluation, the definition of the
length being three times the width is applied. 1. La Chance stated that sincs
the program was inswvzu-zied in 19LE, the zverage dust ccncentrations have been
Tedvced 5C%. In general, the fitre content of the total Gust coun+ Tanged from

1% to 128, 1In nis cpimicn, ths most effective dust collector system to date is
tne szg type vneelzbrator unit, ’

John Ueber reported on the bag demping unit now in operation in his plant. Photo-
grapns were shown and Jonn indicated that full detzils may be obtained frem the
Willra Cempany, 71 Danton Avenue > ¥ew Hyde Farl:; Long tsland, H, Y, Although
dust counts have not yet been taken, visual cbservation indicates complets con-
irol of this usuzily dusty operation, The unit has not been in operation suf-
Ticienily long to estimate the maintenance and opcrating cost, The shaliing cycle
is less than cne minuie Per bag, and John indicated that the bags were shzlen
ccnsicerzbly cleaner than by the hznd method,

% generzl discussion of fibre conditicning agents was held s_and it was suggested
that the experience of our associzte members might be of value to the technical °
ceomittee which is further investigating this problem, iie herewith extend an
invitation to each associate member to forward a suamery of its experience with
fibre conditioning es a means of preventing dust control, :

H, ii. Jackson ’
Chairman " -
- Air Hygiene Commitiee
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