Supercritical-pressure swdies emphosize efficiency gains. For example, Wastinghouss
engineers report thot a 200,000-kw turbine-generator, to operate at 5000 psl, 1200 F
and two reheats, would yleld a.5 to 6% galn In overal) plant efficiency compared
with a conventional unit (2000 psl, 1100 F). If this looks small, apply it lo the
toughly half-million tons of cool such a plant would burn yearly.

And don’t overlook the big economic factor hidden by concentration on hest-rate
comparisons — drastic potential savings in lavestorent cost from sharply shrinking

size of nearly all major equipment elements and structures.

Electrical election promises are no better thon any others, according to UP. Seams
' that Mayor Glovanni Morinl of Verona, {taly, promised power (or one of the suburbs.
When he didn’t deliver; a landowner flled sult. Court dismiased the cage: The mayor

wasn’t bound by promises made as a private citizen.

Atomic-warfare plans seem to be coming down to earth after stratospheric Jitters occa-
sloned by Russien H-bamb claims. No ono disputes the seriousness of the situation
or the need for far-reaching re-examination of defense policies. Immedinte steps,
however, aro those: (1) Up to $1 billlon more for interceptor nhcmfl wnmlng ays.
tems, etc. {2) More emphasis, within current budgéts, on h and development,

particularly of guided missiles. 532 Greater encourugemem to industry to disperse

facliities and take protective steps.

Atom-bomb protection — and a substantial s possible — will got §
ottention in months ehegd. Oetalled surveys of essentlal facillties ere well under
way by Dept. of C and other agencies; industry advisory itt will be
asked to help develop protectlve measures for specific git

To encourage building of bamb shelters, blast walls ond other prolcctlve struc-
tures, in existing plants as well 08 new ones, Office of Defense Mobilization ellows
a S-yr. fast tax writeoff on 100% of cost of such measures.

Footnote to jingle printed hera last month comes from | P Warren, power consultent with
Dow Chemical Co, Freepost, Texas. Down there, they say:
The mon who knows how will always have o job
The man who knows _w_hy_will supervige him
But the man who knows how arid why will own the plant|

Expansion and modernization of Amercan industey will continue high in 1954, just
about 4% behind 1953's record-setting capital investment. That's the gist-of a pre-
fiminary survey of plans for copital spending Just made by McGraw-HIll's Dept of
Economics, Good-news note: electric-power industey is one of several expecting to
spend as much (or more) in 1954 as in 1953,

Economy drives, now much in vogue 08 0 rvsull of '‘recossion’’ talk, alwaya remind me of
a rmlmad chief of motive power who harped on economy day and night. Exemining a
ive-engineer didate one day, he said, “'You'te heading into o slnglestmck

cutve when you see another headlight shining ‘round the bend. What would you do?"’

The answer bore testimony to his preaching: “I'd_slam on the brakes, shut off the

lubicator, and jumpt"
\
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{NOW-“PUSH-BUTTON" WASHING
FOR ELECTRONIC AIR CLEANER

Type PX PRECIPITRON, the clectronic alr
cleaner, tmps microscopic airborne parti.
cles of dirt, dlm. and pollen which
wauld pass through conventional filters, It
fits into any hwlnt ventilating or air
conditioning ductwo:
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Periadically, now motor-
driven washer complately
claans coll plates —re-opplics
adhesive—~by “push-bution’
operation. Moving noxzles
clean thoroughly to full cell
depth, i

Maintenance men no longe need to enter
enclosurc 10 clean paciPrTRoN, New
“push-button” feature docs nwly with
hot, wot tasks.
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