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Albany, N.Y, Thursday, feb 16, 1989

By Phil Brown
Staf witer

CREEN ISLAND — The staie Health
Tepartment wants the emissionsof asestos al
the Bendiz Friction Materials plant studied to
seé 1fthey endanger public health

The agency's recommendation comes 2
month after the state Department of Enviro-
mental Conservation issued @ preliminary
ruling that the emissions are safe.

" But Jane Mages, EnCon's Region 4 directar,
said there i 1 contradiction,

She s EnCon ruled only that Bendlix need
not’ prepare an environmentai-impact state-
(oot — & broad, lengthy study — as part o i
applcation or  permits o diseharge 5300
pounds of cancer-causing asbestos intg the air
each year. EnCon sil cau require Bendix todo
the studles requested by the Health Depart:
ment

Thas studies eed ot delay isuance f he

pertnits, but the perntits would be reviewed
again if somefbing significant s discovered.
She noted that Bendix cow emits about 6800
pounds of asbestes anmually. .

1 don'y heat $he Health Department $2ying
‘Do issue that permit ™ Magee said, ‘] hear
them saying something perfectly reasonable.” .

In a letier fo Magee on Friday, the Health
Department s2id the stuties should deterrrine
the type of asbestos fibers emitied from the
brake-lning plant aud the concentration of
ashestos at ground level in the'village.

“y our knowledge, {here has been m0
atlempt to evaluate the potental kgt of the

emlsions on the community. We belleve that

such an evaluation:is nepessary i light of the
quantity of the-emissions &nd the provinily of
residences.” wrote Jokn Hawley, director of the
department’s Burean of Toxic Substahoe Ay
sessment,

Hawley said fhat he was ol reeommending
that the permits be delayed or denied.

Though- Beodix . plan; 10;5cul~ €xssions, xies. 4o control such cinissions with the best
envizorrnentalists deve célled upon ExCon to available teehnology, EnCon, as & regulatory
reject the permits and stop.d
dscharges, “u %

“ thelaw, -

“*f fhinf EnCin) waspoxsed@ ribperdtamp . Havley, however, seigitis :‘depai:'unel;t i

approval o s permit upkSEpUBLE Fecame’ enacerped about the emissions, vegardless.of
awaye o snafion apd 5 B0y Deptt . Whator ey are legl. o
gt o lved” su 3ol Enck, ek, o

womaz lor'_lledﬁél‘a‘e:a%un The Environmenta] Conservation analysis
Adin, oo Moe 40.be based on 2 revieq of eanirol

Mageesaid'she ﬂ[d ué&kﬁg o

b el A S £omeivhat diffirent i that we're concerned just

‘with what levels (of asbestos) there are in the

sought by (e Fal Deplrimeit e dedled - .

iy *?:t En?gnywlgmm - 'l@%lﬁ:ﬁ(ﬂarke EnCte : :nal il
‘public ealth ham il sixerdgency; o , EnCon's pegional penmil
e T\ j;enc; .« qdiministrator, said. the agency Will require

mm;%‘;&i;gm % %, Bandy, 0 perlom W sades I tey'e
a4 S e Tove esa g
| think s 8 1t ‘ e Bendix emissions from
difterentatenvhexpirisi: . ashestog already In the air, i

' Nélther{e&érélpprfg@ff@ﬁg\pp&iglhﬁit{onv
the aroumt of aset 11 ¢, dicharged
by indugtr: Rather; roplaious Teqie' facko-

“Were going 1o have b0 st dowm and see
what’sdoable and what isat,” Clarke said.
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Health Department seeks test of Bendix ashestos emissions
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