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3ﬂ~8ubjec::7 Airborue Asbestos
X bavc your letter of Ootober 1, 1976 and wil} cozuncnt’ "“ny t and

the other topic of our conversation, posaible uﬁé:{}da du&t éxpoaum E

.‘l".,by paople who change or grind brake linings.

£ g}’ .
- Taking the last item first, I-can offe ha 10 owing facts and s
. opi.niont.- by

BT The August l4th, 1975 isaue of} t.he Hall, reét Journal carried.an S
T anticlé that is the cause of & lot Of,.consterhation from people who are L
w7 aewposed to the problems associated with the use of asbestos. A copy O
3T T ~-ot the wticla is attachad Tor Your review.’ e

B In the article, a NIOSB.apokouman vinkea n statement that I do not
- mgree with and is tho bagia’ aror as i’ot “of -unnecessary fears regarding
the use of uabeatos-—conmmmg pi'ocructs. In the aecond paragraph of
- the article, HEW reppr toaly aaid i Sthat, "garage perscnnel who chiange or
. #rind brake uningg-m being axpozod to potentially hazardous levels
o o " If the" statement had been made that, "garage
" v personnel who euabgé and'gihind breke linings «~-% rather than, - who
1l change or ari,ud' bmke J,irdngs»—", I would not odject. &s written, it
. implies ¢ t.hét“\ mm Act of changing brake linings exposes personnsl '
= to high levels ot»ti‘rborm ambestos., This, in my opinfon, is not the e
D ChBe ABF 411 ahoﬁ “latar. However, I cannot diaagree that the acs.of ' el
srindiugsanbestoa&ontaimng products may cause some liberation of L
azpezton, which may become airborne and could lead to pacpls in tha .- : I
;
{

- dmmedia te: ma %o become exposed to potentimlly hazardoua lovola of
- air.bome asbestos. More about this later on. ) L

x,v

C.anirthe next to the iagt paragraph of the article, the information
Slven {and I do not disagree with it in gemeral) that asbeatos duat
Ciigbe generated where truck and bus linings are ground to fit brake
dﬂma or are resurfaced after use, However, I do disagree with the
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atatement that, "the changing of asbestoa brake linings for automoblles
was also dangerous bscause wechanics usually use an air hose to blow

out the loose dust after removing the old lining.” The f{mplication here
is that the brake lining debris that is trapped in the drum containa
aignificant eamounts of asbestos that ¢an become airborne after being
blown cut of the drum by the air hose.. This too will be touched upon

e

regarding brake lining decompoaltlon products, Mr, Lynch the . quthor,
wan a member of the U.S8, Public Health Services when he presegt;d his
finding in May, 1968 that the high temperatures involved in bngking -
converts asbeatos to other minerals and that the very amall amounﬁ& £,
free fiber appear to be an incomequential health hazarq_ 3 : i

Exhibit 2 is an abatract of a submission made by Caterpillai Tractor
Company to the Illinois Pollution Control Board onyQckobep 271971 as
its documented argument against the banning of aaB stongOntaining
friction materials. Beginning on Page 13, a sg on bizlad "B.. Brake
Weoar Products” ia pertinent to our present; dime 10:{. ;Haro. Caterplllar
draws information from Mr. Jeregfeh Lynch. uho ubliahad an article in
tha Afr Pollution Control Aszociation Jaurndi entitied "Brake Lining
Decomposition Products®, (This may hnva‘been fartidf the atudy referred
to in Exhibit I, but the findings araAtﬂporté Y greater dstail.} The
gist of the article is that littxevon ho freg asbestoa is present in the
dunst taken from drums and only. ingigniricangsnmountu of ashestos may
become airborne during braking‘operanio i (Incidentally. we do not
knoe 1f there even was a paga_lﬁ An thia “pregsentation. The contimuity
of the thought content auggeat; " thats sthere never was a page 14 -- that
an error occurred in. numbaring tha_p&gea }

Exhibit 3 is an EPA aupporced long term project that was presented
in May, 1973. The wost 1nformutive figure from this comprehensive article
is that less thani0h3% of asPastos fiber originally present may be emitted

" to the atmospher%.Hurlng bra&e life, the remainder will have ‘been con-

mp
) ineacapaﬁlé conclusibn that if there were significant amounta of free

zenarated ‘during braking that both OSHA and EPA would have made
“rned*auure of this. On the contrary, all experimental data

) ;ei}he"_amjtted to the atmoaphare or trapped within a brake drum and
nount: is not large énough to raise the fears of even the most

tant*or the anti—aabeaCOs forcas., -

g ’-fﬁa far as J. W. Penney & Sona Compéiny is concerned, my thoughts are’
,‘t vary little, if any, asbeastos iy released to the air during cluteh

sngagement, Wnile there may be some dust or smoke observed during severe
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clutch (or brake) engagement, the bulk of this is carbonized material
trom the binder or non-asbestos mineral material from the £11lers.
While tha friction materisl may contain about 50% by weight aabestos,

the high temperatures involved in braking or clutching will cause the
aabostoa to be transformed into s non-asbestos wineral. -

it is my oplnion ‘that if OSHA had any 1nformation suggeating that
the amount of airborne asbestos liberated during brake or clutch opera»
tions being at potentially dmngerous levels, they would have monib@réd
this in the Great Northern Paper Company plant rather than askipg thom
the queation of how much ia released to the air during clutch; oporatio

‘uv .4 i

In summary, my opinion after reviewing all facts aVailabla to me*

clutches. ‘

In Mr. Rosenow's memo to you dated Septentie 7,,L976',he states
that some countries in Europe are striving cq‘qutlaw‘the uza of asbestos.
1 have not heard of this ‘beforae. Would i - be poaaible ‘Tor Mr. Rosenow

‘Best regards,

‘E. J.vSyddr
General Mahager

EJS: jm
Encl.

cc: E, Figert®
R. Kaisér
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