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Executive Offices

August 11, 1980

Mr. N. D. Bangur
c/o M/S Ketellwell Bulleni & Co. Ltd. 
21 Strand Road
Calcutta 700029 '
INDIA

Dear Mr. Bangur:

We would like to draw your attention to a number of recent 
events which could have a profound influence upon the future 
of the asbestos cement industry in India. As you have un­
doubtedly read from various sources, asbestos, as a mineral, 
has been under attack from government regulatory bodies, en­
vironmentalists, headline-seeking media representatives, and 
less responsible self-serving individuals.

Enclosed is a copy of TODAY , a Johns-Manvi11e publication.
This issue deals specifically with the J-M Corporate policy 
with respect to asbestos and the controversy surrounding the 
product. As you can see from this publication, Johns-Manvi11e 
has devoted vast resources - both in determining the causal 
factors leading to the incidence of asbestos related disease 
and in developing the technology to assure that asbestos can 
be mined, milled, shipped, and manufactured into a finished 
product in a safe manner.

Recently, we received from our Washington D.C. representative 
the attached copy of a report circulated to members of Congress. 
Although "Photographic Investigation of Shree Digvijay Cement 
Company" is a distortion laced with inaccuracies, both from 
our as well as your company's standpoint, the expose brings 
into question the integrity and responsibility of both, com­
panies in dealing squarely with the issue.
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We have demonstrated Johns-Manvi11e1s willingness to cooperate 
with the management of Shree Digvijay and assist in bringing 
this project to an early conclusion. As a shareholder of Shree 
Digvijay and a company vitally interested in the future of 
asbestos fibre, we would appreciate knowing the current status’' 
of the project to clean up the plant and the local environment, 
as well as a timetable for completion.

We look forward to your comments.

Very truly yours ,

' // S  /'’ •////{£<'■*?■' 'C'L $
Monroe Harris 
Senior Vice President

Enelosures :

cc: Mr. S. R. Bhandari (with enclosures)
Shree Digvijay Cement Co., Ltd.
P.0. Digvijaynagar 
Ahmedabad - 382470 
Gujarat 
INDIA


