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INDIA

Dear Mr. Bangur:

We would 1like to draw your attention to a number of recent
events which could have a profound influence upon the future
of the asbestos cement industry in India. As you have un-
doubtedly read from various sources, asbestos, as a mineral,
has been under attack from government regulatory bodies, en-
vironmentalists, headline-seeking media representatives, and
less responsible self-serving individuals.

Enclosed is a copy of TODAY, a Johns-Manville publication.
This issue deals specifically with the J-M Corporate policy
with respect to asbestos and the controversy surrounding the
product. As you can see from this publication, Johns-Manville
has devoted vast resources - both in determining the causal
factors leading to the incidence of asbestos related disease
and in developing the technology to assure that asbestos can
be mined, milled, shipped, and manufactured into a finished
product in a safe manner.

Recently, we received from our Washington D.C. representative
the attached copy of a report circulated to members of Congress.
Although "Photograph1c Investigation of Shree Digvijay Cement
Company"” is a distortion 1aced with inaccuracies, both from
our as well as your company's standpoint, the expose brings
into questwon the integrity and respon31b111ty of both com-
panies in dealing squarely with the issue.
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As earlyas September 1977, Messrs. “Juris Lalpen1ek§ and
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"gperation is just indescribably poor.. The wet end of the pipe
machines is like London fog with fibre floating all over from
the fibre bins which are open air chambers where workers are
sent in to shovel willowed fibre into bags. Further ;- their 4
ngjqwing“system;ﬁiﬁ%fead of operating QndEffﬁégai7WE{préééu}?}i
¥s—~actually a positive system, exhausting into . the fibre bins  §
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with half of the dust bags broken. We further advised Shree
Frovide a dust.collector for cement hand1ing since, at present, §
‘dust.collection at cement handling areas, whiclf ™~
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results in cement floating all over the equipments: The same™?
was recommended’ for their pipe finishing operation’, which hasy¥
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Recognizing the qrav{ty of the situation, Johns-Manville offer-
ed the services of Mr. Promod Chandra from our General Engineer-
ing Environmental Control Section to evaluate all of the problems
and to offer further guidance in cleaning up the ggg;ation§"gt
the expense of Shree Digvijay. ~Although Mr.,Cﬁ&pQ}é;@higéﬂﬁiﬁf
%pTe“ﬁﬁhédwapg]y;(q@ﬁUary_1978),’the offer was_dec]ined.by Mrk

. N. Somani, as you will note from the copy of hisﬂlggggg;ig?
ﬂr. Laipenieks. { It is thﬂ57Mapvi]le'sinéitioﬁ that situa-%
tions of this nature cannot be allowed to continue and depénd’y
dpon "ifggpﬁ;wﬁEn“”a Johns-Manville Representative visits India,
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Further, you will also note that Mr. Somani states that follow-
ing Mr. Laipeniek's visit and recommendations were made, Shree
Digvijay had already contacted certain Indian firms who are
experts in controlling dust problems: "In fact, after careful

study and survey made by them, we have already entrusted certain
jobs to them."

Againy on MATCH 10771978, Mr. L7"73 iepert International Sa ]g}
'&a nager, Ashbestos.Fibre Divisiony and Mrso 0z Berlin, Sales
epresentative,.yisiied Mr. V., eonani;, i Bombay,  Jhey in
sisted Shree Digvi jay.start:to;clean iip-the oper ationdt Mrif
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Tant e 11a S TSt TEE ERAry A0 Lo the waste dufip dreas;”
£ e our-understanding that™a British publication ” NEW™
SCIENTIST" intends to use some of the material contained in
the "Photographic Investigation" in a published article. This
can only be damaging to those companies mentioned and possibly
bring unreasonable standards and regulation to the Indian
industry.
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We have demonstrated Johns-Manville's willingness to cooperate
with the management of Shree Digvijay and assist in bringing
this project to an early conclusion. As a shareholder of Shree
Digvijay and a company vitally interested in the future of
asbestos fibre, we would appreciate knowing the current status’™

of the project to clean up the plant and the local environment,
as well as a timetable for completion.

We look forward to your comments.

Very truly yours,

N -

4/272/” /l;’/q,

Ho roe Harris
Senior Vice President

Enclosures:

cc: Mr. S. R. Bhandari (with enclosures)
Shree Digvijay Cement Co., Ltd.
P.0. Digvijaynagar
Ahmedabad - 382470
Gujarat
INDIA



