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May 15, 1946
Mr. Fred Matt, Manager. — * . ■
Powhatan Mining Corporation 
Woodlawn, Maryland

Dear Mr. Matt* \ . .*/"/ - .7
> On May 14, 1946 an Industrial health follow-up visit was made to . 

your Company located at Woodlawn, Maryland* Procurement and installa­
tion of dust coilqoting equipment to control the asbestos dust was dis­
cussed, also the possibility of the Company moving the grinding opera- 
tions from the State of Maryland to the State in which the material is 
mined.. It is also contemplated that the grinding operations will be 
changed from the present system of dry-grinding to. a vret process.which'' 
would eliminate the dust.

Mr. Mett stated that he is not positive- at this time of these con­
templated changes, but would make his final decision in the next three to 
six months. At this time another conference will be held and in the event 
that the Company does remain in Maryland, members of this Division will 
be glad to be of any assistance in obtaining materials and making recom­
mendations for dust control*.

Very truly yours,

■ William ?. Reindollar, So.D.
Acting Chief, Division of Industrial Health

' * * •: -



November 20, 1946

Mr. Fred Hett, Manager 
Powhatan Mining Corporation. .
Woodlawn, Maryland

Dear Mr. Mett:

An industrial Health follow-up visit to 
your plant is planned for Tuesday, November 26, 1548. .

. If this date is inconvenient, please let us 
know.

Very truly your3,

Willian F. Reindoliur, Sc.D. 
Acting Chief, Division of Industrial Ho

YiFR/A
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November 25, 1946*.

R EC EIVED
State of Maryland
Department of Health - - vm\i iQit2411 H. Charles Street • NOV 2S
Baltimore, 18, Maryland

-  P l V . 3 H D , H E A i mAttention: .Mr. William F. Reindollar, Sc.D.
T ,-V W  Acting Chief, Division of IndustriaX-HeaXth^- '’ 'v * S'; * ‘ - i - • «‘i: . v: .

* ' .-A- . r . v .1 - .Gentlemen:
In reply to your letter of November 20.
We regret to advise that this date will be inconvenient, as I 
expect to be out.of town. . We- would suggest making it a week 
later. . . . .  • . • •
Please letuus know before coming out.
Thanking you, we ¿re .... ” - ' *

Yours very truly,
•POWWATATi MTNTTJPr COMPANY
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DIVISION OF INDUSTRIAL HEALTH
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December 6, 1946
Mr. F. A. Mett, Manager 
Powhatan Mining Corporation . 
ïïoodlawn, Maryland.
Dear Mr. Metti

Enclosed is our report of the industrial health. . 
study made at Powhatan Mining Corporation. If there 
are any questions concerning it. please let vis know.

■Retiarn visits will he made from‘time to- time.. If. 
at any time, we can be of service in regard to health 
hazards and problems in your plant, do not hesitate 
to call on-us.

Thank you for the courtesies shown us during our 
viait.

Very truly yours,

William F. Reindollar; So.D.
Acting Chief, Division of Industrial Health

WFR/A
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inspection, and’ industrial health study'waafmade-at.

<".;:,{> worker3 -wer^discussed. ^It wa^^earned that plana-Wave-been made to ~move--̂ tha asbestos--;
~' --.vrefining plant out of the State sometime next spring. Operations -remaining, at.noodiawn

• — • .  . . /  - •  ; : ■  .■ v

^ickwill- consist- of some crushing auid.'bagging,’with no-change» in .the .acid treatment house‘s
i B & c  • 'rv.r:̂ ; - :»'. '••'••!'v’- V  : -
■■■-¿'¿Sigr.r- : ■;;• v. >--• . •■•/ ::■'<■?: -,-v - ’• • - i - - -.. ; .
-.;v w . - - , : Findings* Samples of. air taken-at.the breathing level of. workers: at; three dif- ;’

.. -,-L- .. : .' •. •- V;_r -«;■•-:••••.■--•' .V .• -
- ferent locations in the plant revealed toxic concentrations of asbestos du3t. Inada- 

, -.-.-iquate dust control and poor maintenance of machinery were the causes- of the unhealth- 
. “:-Tful workroom atmospheres:-found in all locations-"tn the- asbeator refining operation..
^ r:. - ‘̂ v '% -&k&-■'g-ssK 'ir--f  - ^  where dry. methods- -are e m p l o y e d . r .  '
- •• <r--.

- ' •  results of these comts’are as follows:

*r * v . ->r... *-** “-- v rdry. methods- -are employed.. t y>. {- --- .k
- ' -V' - ’ -' I .> : : - v- -* i" . ' . ' v  ■ -

Dust'counts, were-made.on'samples1.taken ati three-locations in'the "plant Thelai
■ - ..- 1 k.

«'■T
■ ' ' " 1  • - :j! 1 Humber -of -^-"Dust Conoentrations-^

Location.', v -  ̂ kV.'->̂ -.>:v 'ir--: Worker» ■•■";:Miilion Partioles-'per Cu.,Ft; Air
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AA'A'a  \ . • A-.w . .•••• - A -A rA- A;'.'
•• -irA- -,;i .a . V .  i-• A-'.;.-''- . AWA, - £ -A-.; • ••. '• f- . AV> ' -A-, ■;••..• •'■': -A ’ A  A a A ^  AA'Aa A  A-AA'A : A V : a A'A ..-,A"A' A'A'AAA.., \a .*v  A",;;--C‘. V. 'V ** a * ■'■».•/ >;; -:-/ - ‘lV ’ _• _ n 1_• * _— —__  ̂J. '> ~4 A • . — — _It MM M * VaI in/« iMi4«i am a aVt Aâ >Ma ma4i aw 4 a 1 m UJ mV VnJ — A V ̂. A *  tenal being. processed*;-; A second run .was being made on asbestos material which, had.'".V- A  ■ . ----- - ' •-•/ ' ---. •- '-■•■ V i • ... • • V ■•" _• • 'A • .- ■ ... .:•■•- f * .. • •.•.••••;• •-■ .- - .-• -■• > • • . \ X '  ̂ .• '"A.-.

A--'--'.A been previously crushed.... Moat of thei_ rock and sand impurities had been, removed, and A.-"
i * bV *.• *i ... \i- .¿t -t'.."! ' ' '• ' ...

...the crude asbestos was; dry and fluffy-at the time of the study.. It was- learned t h a t A

a

.. • A/A.-A A :;AAA .-.-A- -A -\ - n ■ A A  •; >/■::%: ‘ • A'Xt.A 1 A A. .. A-.A s’-y.-'-A.;,. AA . ••. a  a ; .-a a -a  :-a -a a .. -A-'Mo changes in _ dus.t .control equipment.have beenmade since..the last' visit‘d .Dust;
:about half the operating time.is used for second run material.

¡U-- - v: --.r ”  • -• • ' V ' ' - •. • • .. respirators = are made available to the workers, but. are not worn. . They-wer<re-.ob served. ;_v-  ;

i':,t?i;l.ying inrdusty;: locations; in the workrooms; and were not used on even\the..dustiest»i1i£pŜ,7<:r-w:
* -'* --- ' — -f" * “* ' * • * ’ '* - * ’ i _  ’--------> j .  j  1 J  -:ki:l^oba ¿1' the?«idstTd»«t-' removal} eqnipnwnt is provided onlŷ for;
'̂rr?̂ '-ani. eydnTthi»'f^tione*^ Bag filter® are!*in‘-tW workroo»Xr.ahdv.a l^ :exhaust»-.
' %'j'lead. ta a-̂ conaaon chamber outside-the basement of the building.'- Dust'laden.'air esoapes^^n-.-

•■'■’■ -¿ tX - . . y .

■ -̂a addition.-to the recommendatiozia-made in. the p w t ; for'adequate-dust-joontrol equip--.

•'"■ment in the plant, it; is recommended Lthat- -“ -.--A
(1) A stack be provided to. exhaust all dust from the collectors- and separatoris at 

a point above the roof of the plant...

. (2 ) Workers be' requirectito weari.their respirators . on..dusty jobs . ! v.; -̂>1;..- Cl
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