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Dr . Rober t  Kehoe 
Co llege o f Medicin e 
U n iv e r sit y  o f C in c in n at i 
C in c in n at i, Ohio

Dear "Doc":

Mr. Payton , th e head o f our P erson n el and Train in g Depart­
ment, h as ju s t  brough t  to  my a t t e n t io n  a case  o f an e x- se r v ice  st a t io n  
employee o f ou rs a t  C in c in n at i t h a t  some o f your a ss is t a n t s  have been 
u sin g as an exper im en tal su b je c t  fo r  d e r m at it is and i t s  e f fe c t s  from 
con tact  w ith  fumes o f gaso l in e .

Tliis m a s , m m m ^ y  name, worked a t  one o f cur se r ­
v ice  st a t io n s a t  C in cin n at i u n t i l  Ju ly  15, 1932, a t which t im e he was 
l a i d  o f f  and p laced  on our Em ployees' Mutual Be n e fit  A ssoc iat ion  r o l l s ,  
due t o  th e fa c t  t h a t  our d octor  in  C in c in n at i, as well as h is d octo r ,
Dr. D u casse, d iagn osed  th e sk in  t r ou b le  on th e m an 's hands and arms as 
d e r m a t i t is. Th is man; we c a r r ie d  on our E.M .B.A. from Ju ly  13 u n t i l  
October 1932. The m an 's con d it ion  was brough t  t o  the a t t e n t io n  o f Dr. 
Mach le, who st a t e d  t h a t  h is con d it ion  was very  in t er e st in g  and t h a t  he 
would l i k e  t o  u t i l i z e  him fo r  fu r t h e r  exper im en tat ion  on gaso lin e  fumes 
a t  your  lab o r a t o r y , and agr eed , a f t e r  we both  had th e m an 's acqu iescen ce 
t o  make th e exper im en t , to  car r y  him on your  p a y r o ll .

The r e p o r t  t h a t  we have s t a t e s  t h a t  a f t e r  th e m an 's arms 
were exposed to  fumes o f gaso l in e  over  a sh or t  p er iod  o f t im e d e r m at it is 
in cr eased  t o  such  an exten t  t h a t  exper im en tat ion  had to  be stopped and 
th e man was sen t  t o  th e h osp ita l '  where he lan gu ish ed  u n t i l th e m iddle 
o f Jan u ar y , a t  wh ich  t im e Dr . Mach le sa id  he was able  t o  go home. He 
rem ained a t  home r ecu p e r a t in g u n t i l  th e l a t t e r  p a r t o f February a t  which 
t im e Dr . Machle sa id  he was p h y sica l ly  in  such  sh ape as t o  be d isch arged^ 
and d id  so , and p a id  him u n t i l  February 25.
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From in form at ion  t h at  our C in c in n at i manager h as the man 
i s  n ot  com pletely  w e ll, alth ou gh  he i s  r ecover in g, and we fe e l  t h a t  
u n t i l  such  t im e a s he i s  fu l l y  recovered  your company sh ou ld b ear  h is 
p ay r o l l  expen se. We say  t h is  fo r  two reason s -  one i s  t h a t  un doubtedly 
th e m an 's con d it ion  was augmented by h is fu r t h e r  con tact  due to  th e 
exper im en tat ion  in  you r1 lab o r a t o r y , and secon d ly , which i s  even more 
im por tan t , we do n ot  want t h is  man t o  ge t  d isgr u n t led  and go t o  some 
sh y st e r  law yer  st a r t in g  a su i t ,  which would be very bad both  fo r  th e 
Eth y l Corporat ion  and our company, as un doubtedly th e f i r s t  th in g th e 
law yer  would do, would be t o  t r y  t o  lay  h is t r o u b les t o  con tact  w ith  
Eth y l gaso l in e j and even though  th e man agreed  o r a l ly  (t h e r e  was 
n oth in g in  w r it in g) to  be exper im en ted upon, we have no p roof o f t h is 
oth er  th an  h is o r a l  statem en t .

My reason  fo r  w r it in g you was t h a t  I  th ough t perh aps you 
had been  so busy t h a t  you d id  n ot  know p e r so n a lly  about  t h is si t u a t io n , 
as i t  h as alw ays been th e p o licy  o f th e Eth y l Corporat ion , a t  l e a s t  
w h ile I  was w ith  them and I  am su re i t  i s  th e same now, to  be very  
ca r e fu l  about le av in g  lo o se  ends where men may get  ou t  and b r in g law  
su i t s ,  u n ju st i f ie d  as th ey migh t b e , wh ich  would be em bar rassin g both  
to  E t t y l  and: t o  th e goodw ill o f E t h y l 's custom ers. Be t h a t  as i t  may, 
I  would l i k e  to  have your view s in  th e m at ter  asid e from th e moral 
or  t e ch n ica l stan d p o in t . Yiil l you be so good, when con ven ien t , as to  
drop me a few l i n e s  abou t  t h i s .

W ith very  b e st  w ish es,
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