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Dear Mr# Harwoods .

' 1 am n a tu r a l ly  q u i te  sym p a th etic  w ith  your
in t e r e s t  in  the p rod u ction  o f c e n t r a l  nervous system  
l e s io n s  by the a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  le a d  compounds, lie fcnve 
been making some o b se r v a t io n s  o f  t h is  type on exp erim en ta l 
an im als bu t wo do n o t h a w  any very  d e f i n i t e  or  s p e ci f i c  
f in d in g s  to  rep or t»  I  th in k , how ever, I  shou ld  acq ua in t  
you w ith  ay  sk e p t ic ism  con cern in g  th e  e s s e n t i a l  s imi la r i t y  
o f  le s io n s  w hich may b© produced by t e t r a e th y l  le a d ad 
compared w ith  th ose  which a fg h t  bo produced by in o rg a n ic 
load  com’.'pnnde• Our chem ica l o b se r v a t io n s  in d ic a te th a t  
the d is t r ib u t io n  o f  le a d  in  the b ra in  t i s s u e s  i s  somewhat 
d i f f e r e n t  in  the two in s ta n c e s#  With t h i s  background o f 
in fo r m a t io n , X sh ou ld  regard  i t  a s  d o u b tfu l w hether - les io n s 
produced by t e t r a e th y l  le a d  cou ld  b© regarded  as c ha r a c te r !a  t i c  
o f  le a d  Compounds in  general®  However, that- i s  a  mere d e t a i l 
and th e  p r o d u c t io n ,o f  s p e c i f i c ' le a  *ons In  any in sta n c e  would 
be a m a tter  o f  c o n s id e r a b le  importune©# ,

U n fo r tu n a te ly  1 aa  n o t in  p o s i t io n  to  supp ly 
you w ith  t e t r a e th y l  load  © 1 have: o n ly  a very  sm a ll amount
o f  the pure t e t r a e th y l  le a d  which was su p p lie d  to  me by fchs 
R esearch  L ab ora to ry  o f  th e  E thy l G a so lin e  C orporation# 
M oreover,. I f  'I. did: have., th e  m a te r ia l on hand, I  would have 
some co n s id e ra b le , reserv a t io n : about su p p ly in g  i t  to  you 
w ith o u t f i r s t  o b ta in in g  the co n sen t o f  the o f f i c i a ls  o f 
th e  E th y l G a so lin e  C o rp o ra t ion , s in c e  th ey  hav® adopted  ■ 
th e  p o l i c y  th a t  the r e le a s e  o f  t e t r a e th y l  le a d  to  in v e s t i ­
g a to r s  smsfc be in  every  in s ta n c e  c a r r ie d  ou t by the  d e s ig n a te d 
r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  Corporation® A cco rd in g ly  I  am r e fe r r in g  
your l a t t e r  to  Dr# Graham Edgar, D ir e c to r  o f  R esearch  o f  the 
C orpora tion  w ith  th e  recommendation th a t the m a te r ia l  you 
r eq u e st  b e  s u p p l ie d , i f  i t  i s  p ossib le®

On the assum ption  th a t  you w i l l  p robab ly  r e c e iv e 
some sm a ll su p p ly  o f  t e t r a e th y l  le a d , I  w ish  to  p o in t  ou t th e  ’ 
quit©  c o n s id e r a b le  danger o f  h an d lin g  even  s s a la m o un t s  o f 
t e t r a e th y l  lead *  The compound o b v io u s ly  can be handled  w ith  
s a f e t y  by. exp er im en ta l workers bu t I t  w i l l  no t brook any 
c a r e le s s  handling®  I t  la  «© cosaary th a t  p r e ca u t io n s be taken 
a g a in s t  s k in  c o n ta c t  and a g a in s t  any In h a la t io n #  Thus a l l
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work w ith  an im als shou ld  be e a r r ie d  ou t in  a hood with  
stro n g  fo r c e d  v e n t i l a t i o n ,  I have no doubt you understand  
;tl^: » e o fS B iir f . b a t  a s ■ a n ' .add|i|fcio8K3*■ |?reQ.te.feiio p a » f
i$e^a»;iiie!> to  ;|:|i0  ■ juafeli&h« ■ % tjaov© r ■
r s i ^ ^ ' h ©  g |a c l: td ; give': yota any :f h i t h e r i i s f o r f e a t i  oil s f i lch  
I have w h ich m ight h e o f  a s s is t a n c e  to  you«

C o r d ia l ly  yours ,  ■

RAKlXS
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