Copy Lo Hr., Grsham Edgar

April 12, 193h

¥re He Ue Harwood
oGl Univerelty
fonkraal

Canada

Daar Hr. Harwood:

I am neturally quite svmpathetiec with your
nterest ln the productlion of cer 1bral nervous system

?sd ons “v the administratlon of lsad compounds. Ve haove
been ﬂaking gome observabtlonsg of thls type on exXperimental
animala but we do nobt have any vary definits or aspecifis
findings So reporte I think, however, I should acguaing
you with my skeptlicism earceranz the euscntial similarity
e” lesiong vh&chAma, e produged by tetrasthyl lead ad
compared with those which m'ghit be produced by inorganic
lesd com ocunds. Du? chenleal observabtions indleats that
the distribution of lead in the braln tlssues is somewhat
different iIn the two Instancss, ¥ith this backeround of
informgbtion, I should regard 1% as doubtful whoether lesions
produged by tetraethyl lead could be regarded as gb~?zeterisu&c
5% lemd compounds in general. Haﬁavsygtﬁat is B mere detall
and bthe produstion of specific les‘ong 1o any instance would
be a mabter of considerabls importance.

Unfortunately I am not in posltion o axawly

you with tetrasthyl lead. I have only a very small amount
of the pure betrasthyl lead which wes supplied to me by ths
Research Laboratory of the kthyl Gascline Corporationa
Qa?@mver, i I 414 have the maberial on hand, I would have

me conslderable reservabion sbont supplying 1t to you
withﬂut firat obtaining the consent of the offlclals of
the Ethyl CGasoline Corporation, since they have adopted
the pollcy that the relssse of betracthyl lead to tnvoatie
gators must be in every instance parried out by the designated
reprsgentative of the Corgarntiazm Accordi ﬂgly I am referring
your letter to Dr. Graham Edgar, Director of Research of the
Corporation with &he rﬁeummanéﬂtimn that the material you
requast beo 8H§Ll'ﬁd, if it 1s posaible.

On the assumption that you will probably racelive
aome amall supply of tebtrnethyl lead, T wish Lo point out the
qgu’te consliderabvle danger of handl*ng oven smal” amounts of
tetrasethyl lead. The e@u;ound gbvicusly can be handled with
safsty by experimamual workers but 1% will not brouck any
sareless handling. ‘It is necmsaary that procautions be taken
agalnst skin contact and againsﬁ any inhalactonp Thus all
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Mr. Re U. Harwood

work with animals should be cavrried ous in a hwed with
strong forced ventilations I have no doubt you undersiand
the precsutions neesssary but as an additlonal precsubtionary
mepsure, I feel called upon %o 3trvess ths matber. Hereover.
I shall be glad o give you any further Ilnformaticn which

I have which might be of agsisbance to goue

Jomiially yours,

) by 5 A o ] ; Ed
RAK IS Hobart A, Kenoog Hels

Il e



