June 14, 1961

Mp, C. A. Pratt, Vice President
Westers Minsral Products Co.
4728 Qlsoa Memorial Highway
Mianeapoils 12, Minnesota

Dear Cep:

Ia reply to your lettar of Juae il 1 am happy jo outline our past experisnce
{3 regard to the elfect of dust Ia our mill upoa our employves' dealth. This
ls a very complex and confusing thing aad ous from which It {s dilficult to

draw acy conclusions. [ will outiine our history onm this {n the hopes thas it

siay de of seme hslp to you.

As background to oar experisace, you know we have always bad the probdi:=
ol dust {a ear milling and bandliag of vermicalita. This prebicm Las re-
ceived considerabdle attention over the yoars sad we Bave atteampied to tane
‘whatever stepe aeceseary te coalrol the dust {otensity where tdere would de
an exposure {0 employeess. We have met with varylag degrees of success ia

various »laces ia ithe operatica.

Mbagy studles have been made of the dust and dust prodlem by dilfarest people
over the years {a analysiag the probdlem. All studles have shown that in the
operation thare {a uo (ree silica presun:, but the minsrals {oucnd {a ths dejas!
are silicates, micas and asbestos-like minerale. Sllicoeis is caused by {ree
silics and agt by the silicales. Asbestos, hawever, is & cause of asdestosis,
which has been & matter of concern. There is a relatively large amounl of
asbestos dust presnst la oar mill and this {e dilflcull to coatrel,

From a report writtea ia 1954 by as [ndustrial Hyglene Eagineer, Diviiion
of Dissase Control, NMortana State Board of Healtd, I quote the fcllowing oa
the dust toxicity: "A review of the literature {adicatas that vermicullts or
the dust {rom this material le aot especially taxic and ls zenersliy {acluded
oaly as a aulsaace dust. However, the asbestaos Just la the dust in the alr
ls af coasilerable taxicity, and ls a (actor la the consideration of reduciag

dustineee {2 this plans. "
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These will aot eliminate tLie dust problem (n the conccatrates, but we
expect to cul {t dowa consideradly.

This has been & review of our situation. ] Bope (t will be of same lelp
to you. Cupr dust coatrol prodlem receives continuing attentioa from our
mill superintendent. [t {a one wbich we contiaually work oa ia trying to
keep ocur veatilation as efficient as poseidle snd wheaever it is possibdle
to make any {mprovemects we Lry L0 do 80. We usually receive a visit
(rom an eanginmer rom the State Board of Health about 0nce & year and
he usaally meses recommendutions Lo us which we trv Lo 7arry out.

If there is any furcher Aalp that we cas glve you, we will cestalaly Se claa
to try to furnieh it. U there are any particular peiats on Ais discourse
apos which | could eladorate further, please feel free to a3sk me to do s0.

“i1acerely yours

ZONOLITE COMIANY

By:

5. D Lovick

EDu/for



June 14, 1961

Me, C, A. Pratt, Vice Presidens
Wasters Mineral Products Co.

4728 Olson Memorial Highway
{ianeapoils 22, Mlnaesota

Dear Cap:

Ia reply to your lettar of June il Il am happy jo outline our past experience
{3 regard to the elfect of dust {n our mill upoa our employves® bealth, This
is a very complex and confusing thing and one from which I8 {s diificult to

draw acy coaclusicns. [ will outllne our history oa this {n the hopes that it

may de of some belp to you.

As backgroand to our experisace, you know we have always had the probdi:m
of dust {a oar milling aad hasdliag of vermicalite. This probicm Las re-
ceived considerable attention over the yesre and we bhave attempiad to tale
‘whatever stepe necessary to coalrol the dust {ateasity where there would de
aa exposure {0 employees. We have met with varying degrees of success {a

various places {a the operatica.

Magy studles have been made of the dust and dust prodlem by dillarezt people
over the years {a analyzing the prodlem. All studiee have shown thst in tts
operation thare ls 80 {ree silica presunt, bat the wminerals {eucd ia the dejas!

are silicates, micas and asbestos-like minerals. Silicosis {s caused dy (res
stlica aad aot by the sflicates. Asbestos, however, is & cause of asdestosis,
which has been & matter of concern. Thsre {s a relatively large amount of
asbestos dast presnet la oar mill and this {s dilficull to contreal.

From a report writtea in 1956 by as [ndustrial Hyglene Eagiaeesr, Division
of Disease Control, NMorntana State Board of Healtd, I quote the fcllowing oa
the dust toxicity: "A review of the literature indlcatos that vermiculits or
the dust {rom this malerial s aot especially taxic and is jenerzliy {acluded
oaly as & nulsasce dust. However, the asbestos Just la the dust ia the alr
ts of consiierable taxicity, and is a factor {a the consideration of reduciag

dustinses {3 this pleas.”
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These will aot oliminate the dust problam {n the concentrates, But we
expect to cut {t dowa consideradly.

This bas been & review of oar situation. [ dope it will be of same help
to you. Cur dust control problem ~eceives continuing attentioa rom our
mill superintendent. [t ls one wbic) we contiausily work oa ia tryiag to
keep ocur ventilation as eff{icient as poseible snd whenever it {8 possidle
to make any {mprovemects we lry to do 0. We usually receive a visit
{rom en enginerer {rom the State Board of Health about 03ce a year and
he ussally maces recommendations Lo us which we trv to ~arry out.

[{ thare is any (urther halp thal we cam give you, we will cectalnly 5o claa
to try to furnmieh it. Uf there are any perticular points 0a this discourse
upon which | could elaborate further, please ool free to ask me to do s0.

“iacerely yours

ZONOLITE COMPANY

By:

8. D Lovieck

E.D:../jb_‘.-';;



