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Mr* J .  13* Hunger
Tide Water A ssoc ia ted  O il Company 
17 B a tte ry  P lace ; ’ -
Hew York ■ .■ ■ •■ ■ . ,

Bear Mr* Munirs«* ,

Your l e t t e r  of Kay $ th
addressed  to t t ie B th y ^ C a s o ^ n u  C orporation  concern ing 
the case of Is  a l leg e d  to  he
s u f fe r in g  fro® b o i^ ^ a u s e ^ o y ^ e x p o s u re  to  Tydol E thyl 
G aso lin e , has been re fe r re d  to  me f o r  rep ly#

Over a p e r io d  of y ea rs my
a s so c ia te s  and I  have In v e s t ig a te d  cases o f a l le g e d 
in ju ry 'am ong persons engaged In h an d lin g  lead ed  g aso lin e  
and during  th a t  tim e we have been unab le to  f in d  a s in g le  
In s tan c e  of I l ln e s s  o r o f  damage to  the sk in  a t t r ibu ta b le  
to  the lead  co n ten t of the  gaso line*  As a  m a tte r  of f a c t  
we f in d  no reason fo r  b e l ie v in g  t h a t  leaded  g aso line  d i f f e r s  
m a te r ia l ly  in  i t s  e f f e c ts  from the g a so l in e  base to, which 
the F lu id  has been added* You a re  d o u b tle ss  f u l l y  aware 
of th e  f a c t  that: c o n ta c t w ith  g a so lin e  under s u i tab le  
c ircum stances may r e s u l t  in  burns and may a lso  r e s u l t  In  
d e rm a ti t is *  O ccasiona lly  th is  d e rm a t i t is  I s  of d is tre s s *  
lng p ro p o r t io n s , so  much so  th a t  su sc e p t ib le  persons may 
have to  d isc o n tin u e  th e i r  exposure to  g aso lin e  f o r  some 
fcir.e, o r perhaps even In d e f in  i t e l y  In  o rder to  he cured 
of t h e i r  sk in  in ju ry *  We have s tu d ie d  c a re fu l ly  a feu  such 
cases and have found th a t  they are  s e n s i t iv e  to  v a rio u s 
m a te r ia ls  in  the gaso line* . In  no in s ta n c e  have we found 
any persons who re a c te d  to  th e  in g re d ie n ts  o f  B thy l F lu id*
As a m a tte r  of. f a c t ,  B thy l F lu id  i s  le s s  i r r i t a t i ng  in  I t s  

, co n cen tra ted  form than i s  g a so l in e  i t s e l f *  I t  seems apparen t 
th a t  -some o f th e  m a te r ia l ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th e -u n sa tu rate d  com­
pounds, which a re  produced by v a r io u s  c rack in g  p ro cesses, 
are co n s id e rab ly  more i r r i t a t i n g  to  th e  sk in  than is  s t r a i g h t  
run  petro leum  d i s t i l l a t e *  ;

I t  would b e  d i f f i c u l t  a t  t h i s  
d is ta n c e  to  exp ress an op in ion  as to  the na tu re  o f the 
sk in  le s io n s  In  the case of M r * H o w e v e r  1 should 
be p leased  to  g ive you the  b e n e f i t  o f  my op in ion  i f you could  
ob ta in  f u r th e r  in fo rm a tion aa to  th e o n se t, th e  appearance 
and the p ro g ress o f  Mr. c o n d i t io n . I t  may w e ll
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bo th a t  he ha# a g aso lin e  deipfflatifcisv ba th e  o th e r hand 
nb o i l s ” are l i k e ly  to  r e s u l t  from o th e r causes, and i t  may 
be th a t  th e re  Is  no r e la t io n  between M s co n d itio n  and h is  
c o n ta c t w ith  gaso line#  I f  i t  were p o ss ib le  to  tra n sm it 
ao m ^ o rec ise  in fo rm ation  from some p h y sic ian  who has seen 
Mr. tB jBBHHfcu i t  would be much e a s ie r  to  exp ress an op in ion  
In  any case I  s h a l l  be g lad  to  do what I  Can toward the 
so lu t io n  of th is  problem .

Very t r u ly  you rs,

R AKj l S

' V . ' ‘

Sober t  &7 Y'eiioe •
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