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Byv FRANK RITTER

Robert L. Lawrence Jr.,
Metro waterworks director,
said vesterday he can *'find
no fault” with purchase prac-

I N

tices whieh have resulted 1n .

one company supplving prac-
ticailr all Metro's ron water
pipe the past five vears.
When asked bv a member
of Metro Council s purchasing
committee why the James B.
Clow & Sons Co. consistently
bids low on 1ron pipe 1
Nashville. Lawrence replied:

“] SAY THAT is & geod
question. But wher 1 make
comparisons. looking ot what
other cities are parmg. I see
nothing wrong—Llnjess there
is widespread coilusion over
the wnole country.

“There is nothing 19 indicate
to me that collusion ensts
belween the pipe supphers.
There 1s nothtng we couid
dispute or find fau:it with at
atl.”

The  waterworks
added that if anveue
collusion in patte
ding »~n municina
he should counsul

13I8

vith
"S5, distmet atimey coneral
about L.

DURING 8 encth and
freguentiv neated session bo-
Iore the  Councis comniiiee

headed by Counclman mes
o. La Penna wawrence inade
tiweae dizclusures
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Metro buys a superior grade
of pipe, Lawrence said.

about 20% of the
cities and other pipe-users
across the pativn use the so-

. called “‘superior’’ type of pipe

now used in Nashville. The
other 80% have turned to
another, cheaper grade of
pipe.

e He knows of no way,
Lawrence said, that the city
cah save money on its water
pipe purchases. “If there was
anv wav.” be said. “I would

- alreadv have done it.”

Lawrence spoke at length

“about why he thinks the type

- of pipe purchased by Metro
. is superior, explaining that it

& MMetro is payvin? more for
iron wwaler pime lhan sueh o
cittes gs AMemphis, Crarksville., -
L Coakeile Cleve- ]
COATAN AT RE Fo Y ~F AN

e It Cainat }

is thicker and meetls federal
specifications.

FIGURES released last
night by the waterworks di-
rector, however. show that the
e:ght-inch pipe (1n diameter)
purchased by Metro is only
one-hundredth of an  inch
thicker than cheaper brands.

‘“Thiz one-hundreth of an
inch 1s imporiant,” Lawrernce
said. “We have rockv sail
here in Nashvile and it can
make quite a bit of differ-
ence.”

A few minules later, Coun-
cilman Paul Blankenship
puinted out that Lawrence's
figures show that Metro is
buying six-inch pipe which is
vae hwndreth ol an nch
“smaller”” in thickness than
e enoaner hrand

“HOW CAN vou argue.”
Blankenshin asked, “‘thai it's
betier to buv the more ex-
pensive brand of pipe because
it's stronger and then turn
around and buv another brand

that’s not as thick as the
cheaper brand, but costs
more?”

“The thing is.” Lawrence
replied, “that it’s nat an exact
thing."”

According to information un-
covered last August by THE
NASHVILLE TEXNXNESSEAN,
the Clow company. of Bir-
mingham. has received more
thar $2 million in business
from Metro in the past five
vears. In 1966. for example,
Clow bid or 40 different con-
tracts and was awarded 3%
In August, it was reported
that Metro had awarded 12
bids for $600.000 in iron water
pipe. Clow was low bidder
on all 12.

But although Ciow consisi-
ently is lJow bidder on iran
pipe contracts in Nashville
and Knoxville. the U.S. Pipe
and Foundry Co.—~Clow’s com-
petitor—regularly 1g low bid-
der on the same pipe in Chat-
tanovga and Memphis.

“IF THERE'S any collu-
sion,” Lawrence told the com-
mittee, “then it’s something
for the federal government to
losk mte. They have a respon-
sibility in this area.”

councllman Frank Gritnn
rephied thar he thinks collu-
Sln M)y exist and added:

siderable trouble 1o get

"'\ - -

ks Di‘rector:r-i
Defends Pipe Buying

“Thera’s something wrong
with this cast iron business.
I'm not saving it’s wrong trom
vour (Lawrence's) siandpoiat,
but semething is wrong.

““1 gav that if this purchas-
ing comnuttee can save the
taxpayers a million dollars
over a 10-vear period in pipe
purchases, then we ought to
do it.”

LAWRENCE replied: “I'd
be perfectlv willing to save.”

“I think we ought to go to
the district atternev.” Griffin
a2dded, **and ask him to in-
vestigate this. I der’t under-
stand this.”

“Well. Lawrence replied,
“I don't understand a lot of
things mvself. 1 don't under-
stand why my son is still a
prisoner of war in North Viet-
nam and why I haven't heard
from him.”

{Lawrenee's son. Command-
er William Porter Lawrence,
was shot down v June while
leading a combat mission of
planes frem the aireraft car-
rier Constellation. He was hst-
ed as missing and presumed
captured.)

AT THE beginming of lost
makbl'smecting Lawrence
was asked by Counciiman
Martin Garrett why Metro is
criticized for paying more for
pive than cther southern
cities.

“It's just mot true" Law-
rence replied. UL have a tab-
ulation here. 1 went to con-
it.

FLAINIIEE S
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I shows we're Dot pavie
more.”

The “tabutations.” howeve:
showed that Metro was pa:
ing more in 19 out of 20 1
stances. involving  figure
Lawrence sald he collecte
from six citics.

The director cxplained thc
Metro  purchases suoene
srade pipe — the type whic
“wc have been using for th
past 40 vears.” He added:

“IT'S BETTER to be mor
cautious with somethin.
vou've had sucecess with tha
2o another tyvpe of pipe. W
might change iater, but I'n
rot conviced the other pipe
would do the job.

‘e are just a littte more
conservarive, prerhaps, but
we're not qguick to change
cverytime somebody comes
along and sayvs they've got a
better product.

“It's just o gquestion of
Jjudgment and I'm exercizig
my judoment.”

Griffin replied that he can
understand  why  Lawrence
would deiend purchase of the
more expensive brand of pipe,
but added:

*“If vou've been doing this
one way for 40 years, there
is about a 98% chance you're
doing it wrong.”

After hearing {rom Law-
rence the committee voted
unanimously to write to other
pipe suppliers throughout the
country te determine if Metro
could purchase the water pipe
cheaper elsewhere.




