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State BLining Engineer,
*iines Deportasnt,

20th Juiy, 1.€2.

Ventilotion Nezort - Jume, 1962,

. lerewith, in triplicate, Inspector Siazons resort
together with duat ccunts, .

Other than the ucual irregulettde fourd, conditions
were fairly good except at Austrolisn Blue Asdectas 1., srd
at Ravensthorpe Copper rines, -

The overall dust ¢ounts at Austrolien Blue /sbestos

are the worst I have seen. There is no d:ubt thot 41 gencral

ecrditions underground have inproved, this deing duc to
firm action taken by the Inspectors. . e atill have, hocever,
the hozardous dust prodlem, end this problem will remsin
whilst prscent mining methods contiruc. I have writtcn to
the lanzger of the line, requesting the obolition of ‘under-
hona'. stopings- a co;y of my letter is attached,

Duet is no doudt £till being produced wdergroond
but the high counts found on the 1ast inspoctior or: ot Ol Ll
due to urderground =ining opeirations.

You will notico the .i'ou:o’.."in‘. [RrRE TS

19,6,62, Doy Enift - Ioin Adit Peuck, 650
19,6,62, Aft.Shift -~ MNain Adit Boioh 650
20.,6.62, " - bt . " 1000+
15.6.62, ¢ " Tronefeor belt Yasn Adit 660
" v 1'0.6 Foss Chain feeder Y.Adit 720

18.6.62, To. 3 Ross Peeder :oin Adit 850
Tronsfer belt ain Adit 1000+
15.6.62, ' 7 level Tronsfor 6rizzly 1000+

It will be realised that dust is entering the nine
froa the 411 vis the Moin ~dit and thst duet 1s olso reing
rroducced froa Cre iensfer points in the Adit; this air comtirues
through the undergrzund vorkings.

I rcclise only too vwell that until such tlze Ther
an cflcctive dusi codecting plant 16 installed in the illirs
scction we'will huve this troubie tut the coapony his under
expert guidence, conctructed o new pilot plant fer Zust
collection end is in the process of testing this painte I
feel therefore that I must be 2 1ittle paotient vith the
43illin; Soction,



There sre hovever seversl points where dust is
produced and whore no effective control has been undertnker.
1 am instructing Inspectors to stop work et any of these
points until the motter is remedied, - - .

. I am without doubt losing .poatience with thie Corzany.
1 our Inspectors have gone out of thelr way to offer
,e88istonco to this mine ond I om deginning to think thot
this hos boen tnken es & sizn of voskness, All kinds of
proniges havo beer: mode by tho Menogement but very feu ful-

e e e fil1e4. '

Inspector Ivbotson and myself doth feel thot we
have roached tho stage when we arc ofrnid that our peraonsl
disguat” could e¢loud resocnable undbiassed interpretation,

) I hove alrcody told the monoger that if he does
not fulfill his cbligations, I personally vill initiate =
rrosccutions ageinst him,

I must avait resulte of the present dust collectisg
tests, but If they arc not succeesful, or if thuy ore succcoee
ful and work not put in hand to immedistely o esfw =d1dufcete

o~ I vil) be voth morally end duty bound to cloec the =ire.

Rsvensthorpe Copper Mines is ovother orovlen, but
now thot the Yine 1s to continue productior, £ira action
will be tskon to renody Gefectis. . .

S$ZII0OR INSPECTOR OF HIIES.
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. 7ecompanied by Agoistant Inspector loxton: I ecrried
on cn inzpection during doth day <& oftcrnoon thifts of the
oirving & oilling operatiors, A cotpletc airflor curvey vos
alco cnrried on, The oprorfunity uce token to eempore the
ty7dalloscope, kirdlyfooncd by “estern iining Corpor-.tion,
with our konizetcrs, 28 yot the reeultc have not beer:

coi‘l..alg:od, but onee compicted o sogerste report wild be for-
wn -

| Vicunlly, conditions thrauchout the =ine gencrally -
have deterdorcicd considorsbly since =y loct vicit. The recors
dust counts cra high, porticulerly duriyp ~fto:ni00n chift -
then oaoko wee gloc vicible plus the ezdrous g-cl2 of facoc,
48 con he geen Lrom the flgwres tolor, Uic avernge ogant fer
Ay chift 1o the hirhest ever, ’

Tho following figures chow the VL. € UL Cuunibi
1uconded over the pret oo yoore & 41luftirde wiw ifo: .4
conditions,

‘ Day thift for June, ) 1960 230 Lelie. ota
" " “  overbar i 150 Dedetets (2 urc
. P ENY)
v “ " ."ucuot 1961 L20 PeaseCeCo
hd " o *arch 1962 jm 3.:,‘.0.0.
" » ' June 1962 HUO DeTeCela
rrternoon “ovesber 1460 110 PeTececs (2. ::;;zr
Dreak
" " Apguat 1961 620 PaDeCoCe i .
» " luno 1562 590 DeDeOeCs .. T /

The undorgreund enployceg A Uz Ivisors Qr;cLr W
bove ot lagt been eduested in the eorrcet teo of the vt
ilating 6:rliarees,asleo the obu: rvoree of the “ires recueintion
rct cenerclly. )

The zodn odit, oot ogoin, o causisr ~aeh tr.uble 4::
ez rd to Wiz dust hozerd,  Tust counts tokon ad vrrious titec
CUrinT cad drnneetlon muulted in on awveIase enint of P50 pasec

The couze of thio vould te sttributvoblc to Lo nefsntive
1rf107 throuch tho Co6it below 0. 3 level, 10,000 eunins
Teie found to Lie cntirirg the moiz cdit nt the -curf c¢, but all
hod looken dnto the lower seom curcuit on 'ote 4, 2 & 5 1cvala,
The oien bolwcen “oebe 2 & 5 dovels uoo Sound to be Ydead®,

4 totel oz 6,000 cualns were lcoking dotmm threugh los. 57 6
lovcle suiviee riacs into the zain £dit - enco poosin: to

" T0e T 1lovel under the fnflucnce 0@ o 24" i.1 Shich tXxYousts

this zir slong ‘o, 7 1livel into the otipe Siccee .ot fiumt

- leslhing 20 ore reetiddicd it should te poceabl: W Lrv Lt v

ihriuh the adit Cres top to Lottom, thus is : 4r - ;.. S22,
Ly a y dust roporetod ol vorioLo 2~ B & e
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o0t The etopo drivo ; rogrecco 46 oz el & e o
€7 on effort to epced wp thic pragracoc 2ot 11OTC « FoTEL ...t
deine dariven are 6° high x 5' tido instcor of (b- ol- 4 o
of 24* vido and 33* hish,

It 43 now rocsible to borv, irG . cut pe ooe 5. ¢
cut jer shift, vhich givos an cdvuice of 11 foet .uv doy ¢g
s we .- TH0inat the previcuc xothodo oovano: of approx. 4 focd wer duy,
o Mo'vighe, os DOCL 11008 contdnue 16 be £lo untely vent1diiad vithor
S';mz cooordory o plisres, Civen arothes conth or 6o =nns more
oot btope Gpive comacctionc, vill.have. bocn of soctod. tme givive.
-~ tbe. drosentsoTrinad  arons ‘s tuch Bosict cleanolsg oficot © -
portioulorly roticcoble ohould be tho i-proved conditiors
durins efternoon chift,

An intercoting point 45 4n regnrd to th- dust counts
rceorded at tho scrazer positiona, Theco oper torn chouuld
Ravo good frooht oir becouse it pa&en dimet ¢o0 thea froa the-
intaxc srens via-the vorious lavela. The cverrge oourts soconfc:
vero 430 & 610 pip.c.c. for duy ond af'tornoon chifte ree,.cctivel:
It can therefore, be rcodily scen thet the ventilotion offlcer -
hoe virtuolly oh imposoitle tack in countordeting the dusty
Gire at:-oopherc when the fresh air 43 poliuted to cuch n degroce

R ARLRRISG s

Tvo Richardaon 60 A F. cloce A oxiod floa Tare
continuo to provide for the pricnry circuitc. Sheir ce=: ined
outputy 18 approx. - 149,060 cunine, of thin, bouvever, o. 1y

ogpma. 107,000 cunine 1o fresh oir, which - 5.+ ondt ©5

ofiootivo L.vah=cir throushput of O[proXe. 72 ..

S e e cewe T ITIS I e e sormmyem s e
Thlc 5000 16 oirviced by the 2272 . L. € th

of 54, It wag found to b foreln; €0.2 .7,iC0 1L 3.; 4-ia

the vorkingn. Of this, however, 3600 cu<l ¢ -ere Tonkis a2 o3

50 door roeitionod north of tho curfueo rive  sic bol.. meire
latod, 4 volumo of 54,CCO cusice ic the: < tore toing droen
into tho zine via the surfuce rice at t48. “3no officisle
ex:cet to sroed up this fen in the nesr future - co dner cre

. ite cutput to approx. 85,000 cuainc, widch it st11} vell LoloT
ito earccity. Docause of the inererced ereosuro diffeence
hottioon tho two geozme, however, 6 greatee chort-cireudt could
oventiuote unleco the brattico lealisccs A OVErcoTC.

The 57,000 cuzino zocsing thr_ugh the Jan toavel coon
Mo. lp ;dit ond anlit at Yo, & level, 16,500 cucire going
-+ eouth & 214,000 cualro going north, %The remoining 16,900 cuino
continues dowm 7o, & £dit to Yo, 7 lovel,

#t preeent o door ic oited ir 0. 3 04t Just vout
of Fo. U4 level, thus ireventing the odp of the lomor lcvels
posslng te tho upnor levols. & new jo:-dtion botezen oue H¢ O
devols in o. J Atlt hes b en pregared Lo the deor & b6 vill
be re-uited in the renp futurc,

Tho voluzes aorcured Gure a2 rellovs:
h3s ClifP crening ixhuaust 12,000 cu=l.c.

128 " “ . 12,000 cu i u.

TCTAL 4000 cutic
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Tho romsining 30,000 cuzing {54,000 = 7 ,CCO) ~ugt
thoreforo be leocking into the lower cenn cirewits threaush the
pootly erccted brotticon hetdeen the too seacs,

LLrE SihY CYsCUTIT:

The prizory fon cervioing thio eoec ic situated ot &
€117 Face in the uzpur Goar nt co-orde 490°, ‘s effoctive
brattive coma 100°* “¢st of tho fox picvants losknee of rip fra-
the upner geom into the In dircot. It ves £.an: 10 de cxiuo?

ST B80Z¢ ¥2,3500 cudne froh tho lover ¢eos of wihich w@ly §5,6CC
cuzing 1.oro Iound to be cntoring throuch the intcke ar g,
The 30,000 cusita cntering froa the upper 806G, 806 ,ICVISUL

- expledned, would £ive an cctunl dutsko of 83,000 cuntas to thic

cirouit, of vhich, howevor, only pprox, 647 in *froch nirt,
The volumos scasurod we:e oo folloto: .

iadn 7aie : 1ntako 41,060 cuzi:g,
o« 1 Clifr Oponing - “ 1,360 "
:;o. 2 L] " “ B’M : .«
:.0.‘ 3 L L ca e en " 16.2‘0
oa 4y " " b . 1,00

7T M 20,50
Surfece .'an Iixhnnst T 52,000 Cuiire,

THITITI™ sy

Concitions fn toe mill sppesr corciotant ~4th orevicus
insyeetione. - iorticulsrly noticcoble nt nicht < o Gust
hoea gurrcurding tho =411 & adjocent orens, This in tum g
ent. rinet the xzine strxocphers # no doult contritutto tomnris
tho high ezunts receorded, toth undsrgrund & 4 the plort,
Three oc¢;urste dust c;:ur.go trken at the zi:0 bterch recomicd
1000+, & 650 LepeCeCe GuMing oftornoon chift inepcotions -
ong takon nfter lunch Guring doy schift rave a coneaiitintion af

50 DePeCeCs w0 inGpections ve:o done, ot durdnr dey clift
% the other durinug cfternoon shift, Tho 6VC 05 counto totns
G354 770 pPeDeCeCa TeO[cCtively,

Vs gge dust coints rocorded nre as follousie

Cverhoul Crushirp teetion Al gection
Junoe 1960 300 p.p.C.c. 2:0 Del'aCeCo 370 PeaGatecs
leptemter 1960 2. » 470 b4 710 b
“ovealter 4460 460 " Lho " [eo -
August 1561 340 - 460 " 50 :
Svetsber 1961 510 N 435 *
“nprch 1962 200 " 290 B Y
June 1962 730 s 700 b T

The ove =g dust count 45 the Al ¢ ¢ vo @ cer . .
Conditiona houever di¢ not aprese.s... crie 4

inopecties, caxcopt the one in darch, 1,02 coeL L.n 4
cophaciecs tho fruitloecniess of tryin to rfu L comiiiiene
by viocunl observationc only. The cve.- ¢ Just count reconicd
in Yarch woo ore of the loweot cver, Tht ©oalon bveldn: tis
wes €xpliincd in detail 1s the #oreh resort.

v

COOOOUAO...



fuch offort & zoney 1u st111 bode 4 . 2 4 “ . e

control the durt gt Atc source, .11 o, jcovs lutile, fo v v
Loeeuze the suction im cost if Lol 1l hiclt w6 1w e o

£ thesefore lcenpetlo or Aravirg oli e .uet D 0 4G LGS
collection uaito: 750 unlic muLt Lherclore L6 o eat: 6o e
$usto, CGeocially Ghen ohe consice:s W rowust of Wurt Yedrn
cdusted to rtzon here from then o ¢ .ptil Were e 2l cad
by 0 pora eftictont 2rre-gezent 1ittlo or ro iz;roviwe:t in
curililone con be craected,

it preoent exiepizontc ~rc Loily  ontuetod with
o pilot duect colicction anit of the g £iller topo. Thc togs
or oocko co:aict of n irlon fatrde morufectured ir ‘ac 4¢0,
The am.unt of tine wo voro otlo to trand et the experirents
ey very lizmitod, but roverthelose e €2incd a fnirly cood
ide¢a off the w:its oneictio: & desdign. ‘ulte a vunker of suut
ocoplen vere ovtetnesd b: uc, btut owing to exccecive cust Leing
litc:oted Quring "certal . onerctions thie dustirg up the slids,
tho £irct olido hod to te diccurded . o new canpling plun
formlrted, ¥ivo sots of sepples wore firotly rceonded — &
various inteswols ve o’ .anwn teloz,

THRO WAt TR ORtntAir ot t 2 Bl cyele on the &ny
ol rub v ouliuee  The YIS gursibid: ofcal cunt extrseticn
for 2 liars 37 sindeo., Lbe tunt.. L & L3 ules Leins: uecd to
€OX1s 1© erehr rogr Ll clent tho n'gie | sol ~“3eratione oo
Tutoantde  eon Ly vnrder brozltiric U< wr Ilous metdd: e

B v s ——sutiat ans an MYlacnt

5 cinutes aftor colleuce 67C ajevels
60 ”» ] 1" 420 -
75 . " ' " * a (c

105 “ .oa " 1°¢

120 " " " P

175 " i " ™o *

(1.¢. 5 minutec Veforc next collouues)

Althcuch the rocultn do not epge~r i=preasive ot rirst
flance 4t ropmmeents o tromendcus $aprovemcnt ove. the prose:t
Viotoclores' cystom, 100 to be Teserred 1o ta t, the
tochinicione conducting the tecta ore viriuslly ex;feglatniirg,

2 untdl the tosts ure concludel ¢ all date collceicd, the
olove rotults wre of 15tt1le woe cscept they <o :ive seae iden
‘of tho undis efficicncy. 11 iorticles In e dust vaecples

cired to be less tuo 2 mictona, The kich wrismle receilcd &
irutes af'ter eo0llnpue could be igre:«d Bectuve 10 the :cturl
1ull plee w:dit tho dunt lite otes Qurin: eollorve widl Lo ;aerend
throuch other bLago ¢ ¢cllected beflor telrng disciny 2 to
ctRos here,

Coniitions thr.ushout the uinc fros the sust rivle
would be ot thedr worst, in £oct tho ovc a: ¢ ciun. fop | N
ehift 18 the hisrheut evere “hei: the ozount of cust pouri. ;
into the minc with the Lroch air i CONBIECITS,y . ¢ 7 e

shat o hopelese task tho unierground Pulueryed Ieve L ococvoviog
the hagand. One feela, hoscver, thotizuch 0. ,srilov (S
could be toker 4in the eine towex recuein, G il oou il

v
CQOO.Q/:’QCOQ.
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