January 7, 1948

Mr. Alex cStevert,
Director c¢i Lesearch,
National Lead Company,
105 York Street,
Brocklyn 1, levw York.

Dear Mr. Stewarti:

Since your very pleesant visit to the Laboratory I fear that I

haeve been mors ohen useally busy, and I heve probebly neglected
writing to yocu concerning the experimental work which we discussed

Lo some vxtent, &t the time of your visit. Mcreover, I find that

my notes cencerning vhat I was supposed to do are just & bit

sketchy . In eany case, I was and am very much interested In the

tvpre of problem which you brought to our attentlon, and In the

place which your experimentel program might occupy in the rather
troad prograx of investigatlon which we have in mind 1n reletion

to lecad compounds . It sceme very probable to me, 8t this time,

that I pointed out to you the present atatus of our experimental
facilltice &nd indicated ithat we weuld te vrepsred to undertake
exverlmental work, ¢f eny considerable scope, cnly after our nev
facilicices had veen made evallsble. In e&ny case, this seems to

me to be ocur situetion, and I should not want tc mislead you into

the btelisl thet we c&n sccomplish very much utntll some time Leglinning
in the secend helf of 1948. I may or may not have outlined our
general program to yeuw, tut I think you will be Ilnterested in it,
and it geems just ag well to coll your sttenticn to it in writing.
Incidentelly;, Lhe vwork cf construction cn the new wing of the
Laborgteory is coming &long &t & good rate. VWe are neow locking Into
the melicr of equipment, and ve hiegve run intc no cbstacles, so far,
which would &ppesar to threaten us with serlous delasy. Consequently,
I expecl to ve able tc move into our addiiicnal leboratory shortly
after the mid-jear.

Our investigative progrem invoives careful and systematic study of
lhe rate of absorption anc the means cf disposition in the body, of
lead compounds, as the result of the inhalastlon of lead distributed
in the air in the form cf%known pure lead compound of known particle
size cdispersed Iln the atmbsphere. We plan to contruct a respiratory
chambeyr cf suf'ficlent size Lo serve as off'lce cr smell lsboratory
in whilch one individual can carry on his day's vwork, thereby acting
ags an experimentgl subject for eight hours per day on five dayes per
week. We shall follow the general plan of ocur systematic studies
on Ingested lead, and therefore will be able to measure the total
intske and output of lead on the part of such an individual over
periods of weeks, menthis, end, I hope, years. The manner of
handling thls probiem will not be too difficult except for the
avatlability cf a suitable series ol human subjects. This will be
costly é&nvestigative wcrk, but I think we nov know how to handle
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it, and 1t seems to me of the utmost importance that the facts be
worked out in detail. The financlal support for this work is
assured, but I am anxious to enlist the interest of people in the
lead trades in this fundamental research. 1 consider 1t tc be of
.+ greater: importance, practically, in relation to the general
problems of the lead industriles than &ny experimental program that
has ever been conslidered in connection with thils problem. I should
be very greatly pleased 1f we could enlist some degree of financial
suppert from cert&in other organlzations in the lead trades, not so
rmuch because we need the money, but rather because we would like to
attract the interest of lead industries in certain fundamental
investigatlons, which have the greatest import in mdtters of industrilal
hygiene as well as industrial menagement. However, I?deviating from
the prior purpose of this letter. .

With respect to your piovlem, whlch I nhieve designated as '"The Toxicity
of Paint rilms, including Solwvents, Vehicles and Pigments,”" it is my
feeling that we might best emplcy the next severzl months of 1948

in a comprehensive survey of the literature of thls subject. The
chances are very goct Ln8t we have most of the material, except that
wnich relates to the gsolvents and vehicles. With respect to the
latter we shall need lhe advice of yourself and your essoclates,

with respect to the Lypes. of paini that nmust be considered. You have
called our atiteantlion, speclifiically, to paints which &re primarily made
up of zineg chromate or red lead. You probably have your own ldeas

on the nature of the problems involved herelin, and 1 shall velcome
Jour suggestions and advice as te the nature of the hazards around
which youy Thiougiiv revolves. In any cdse, 1 should appreciate your
ouctlining what you have in mind, &s & starting point as c¢clearly and
specilicaily as posslble.

I cannot Lell you at thiis wribing just what we zhall be asble to
accompiish. However, Lf you are prepsred to make an aprpropriation

at this time, we shall make a2 heglnning o the li{erature search. One
of our literature secret8ries is gquite Tamilisr with much of the
literature on leud, anc it seems Lllkxely that we have one of the most
extensive reference flles that ls in existence. If you wish to make

an appropriation at wnis tiwme, I should suggesat that you m&Xe available
a sum not less than $1,000.00 or more than $2,500.0u. This will amply
cover the flrst six moanths of 1943, and perhaps by the middle of the
year we shall be acle Lo see cur way into a more effectlve program

of investigailon. I think I acquainted. you with our general way of
opereting. In &ny case, 1 am sending you & copy of our szimple form

of agreement which 1s gubject to modificetions that do not conillet
with University policy. By this means you wlll see that we employ
funds on 4 specliic project, only in relation to the actual time the
personnel spend on the specific problem. Accounts are rendered at
regulér intervals, preferably quarterly. 7The work can be discontinued
at any time. on sultable notice from the sponsor, and any funds remsining
unexpended when ue work has been termlinated willl ve returned Lo the
sponsor with a full accountlng of the expendltures made. Otherwise
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any funds remaining at the end of the flscel year will be returned
to the donor or emploved in iuture vork agreed upon.

If you should care to inauguxate & program of this kind to be
continued cn some mutually sgreed upon besis from year to yjear, I
suggest that you heve the sgreement executed in proper form &and with
sufficlent number of coples so that you and the business offlce of
the University, and the Dean's Office of the Medical School, will be
supplied with coples of the executed agreement. We are gulte content
here with an informal copy of agreements of this type, since the
Board of Directors of the University is actually the contracting
auuhority.

I do not like to close without referring to the fact that you and

your assccletes appear to be lnterested in the establishment of a
fellowship in industrial medicine. I Delieve I gave ycu the neces-
sary informallon on this, but if there shculd be any additional
question, please do not hesltate to let me know. It so happens that.
I shall be in New ¥Yorx during part of the week of January 19, and if
it were advantageous, I could meet wlth you and some of your associate
if you so deslire. I mention the fellowship at this time, since ve
are rather anxious to determine the number of places we shall have
available for graduate fellows well befcore the middle of the year.

May 1 elso, at thils time, extend ' the season's greetlngs, although
somewhat tardlily.

Cordlally yours,

Lobert A. Kehoe, M. D.
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