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W asbestos Survey
Porge Shop

)

As requested, an Enviroamental HNealth survey was conducted
on March 29, 1976 at the Porge Shop of the Bomestead Works by
T, M. Civie, Bovironmental Bealth Engineer. The purpose of the
survey wes to determine if the aluminized asbestos apparel
worn by the scarfars during scarfing operations constituted
an asbestos axposure.

The present OSHA standard for exposure to asbestos dust
is 5.0 fibers, longer than § micrometers, per cubic centipeter
o2 air, based on an 8-hr. time-weighted average exposure.
on July 1, 1976, the 8-hr. Sine—u!ighted average limit will
pe reduced to 2.0 fibers/cm” of air. OSHEA has recently proposed
to further reguce the daily 8-hr. average exposure limitr to
0.5 fibers/cm” of air.

The time-weighted average exposures of the scarfers
monitored during scarfing cperations were found to be well below
~the present Pederal standards. as well as the proposed OSHA "
lxan of 0.3 !ISEE:?E!#‘E! 8if. Airborne asbestos concentrations
ranged from 0.04 fibers/ca3 of air to 0.19 fibers/em® of air,
vhile time-weighted av,raqc sxposures of 0.04 fibers/cm’ of

air and 0.06 fibers/cn?’ of air were obtained for the two
scarfers monitored.

Thess test results indicate the aluminized asbestos clothing
worn by the scarfers rclesses asbestos: consequently, ths
scarfers arse exposed t0 asbestos filters and should be included
in the annual sedical sonitoring program outlinad in Pederal
Register, Vol. 39, No. 123, June 27, 1974, Section 1910.93.

The asbestds fibers prodbadbly become airborne when the coat
is put Oon Or removed. A sample taken after all operatioans had
ceased indicated thare was 80 exposure to asbestos after opera-
tions had cessed and the ocat was no longer handled.
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